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A Future Full of Hope

Taking up the positive theme of Falklands Chief
Executive, Andrew Gurr, we look beyond the trauma of
Argentine aggression at the many blessings of the Falklands,
and a future full of hope.

Islanders share a pristine environment with prolific
wildlife. Their children grow up in peaceful surroundings,
with a natural charm, free from the fear and stress of
crowded communities elsewhere. They enjoy superb educa-
tion, all free, paid for by the Falklands Government - to
degree level and beyond in Britain. The economy is booming
with full employment. Industries, old and new, prosper...
lucrative fishing; improved agriculture and a wide farm
ownership, benefiting from an improved wool price; high-
tech hydroponic horticulture with a burgeoning harvest of
vegetables and salads; new housing and roads; a new
secondary school, hospital and airport; successful tourism,

Port Egmont Revisited
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and now the prospect of a new oil industry.

The Falklands have much to be proud of. Islanders can
justifiably say: “We are an example to the world. Don't let
Argentina spoil it”. A nation bedevilled by military repres-
sion, inefficiency, corruption and bureaucracy, Argentina has
failed to convert its vast natural resources into a similar
success, and owes even its newborn democracy to British
defeat of its reckless 1982 invasion.

All the more reason to respect Falklands democracy,
and the right of its population to self-determination. Instead,
harassment continues. Argentina annually petitions the
discredited United Nations “De-colonisation” Committee to
deliver the Falklands into Argentine colonial bondage. Its
politicians offer bribes and make threats.

It is time for the people of Argentina to examine their
consciences over the way their country is behaving.
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The Ruins of the Warehouse and Dock, Port Egmont, Britain's First Settlement in the Falklands, Founded in 1765
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Lincoln’s Inn Reception

Summer started this year just in time for the Falklands
Reception at Lincoln’s Inn. Once again old friends and new
met - as usual, from all walks of life,

This year, Andrew Gurr, the Falklands Chief Executive
gave the keynote address. This looked back with pride at
what been achieved during and since the war. More
importantly perhaps, it looked forward with the confidence
that now characterises the Falklands, despite Argentina’s
continuing campaign. This speech is re-produced on page 4.

That fine speech was not alone. Sir Rex Hunt used the
Reception to launch the Shackleton Scholarship Appeal. A
resume of this is opposite.

The band of the Coldstream Guards ended the
Reception in traditional style....
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Brian Paul, Annabelle Spencer of the Falklands Agency

in Wells and Chief Executive Andrew Gurr
{ |

The Band of the Coldstream Guards beats retreat
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Harold Briley, Councillor Bill Luxton, Mrs. Briley, Bill
Hunter-Christie and Heather Briley

Dr. Phil Richards of the British Geological Survey, and
Islanders Stephen Luxton and Emma Edwards, both
newly graduated as geologists.
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Lewis Clifton and John Treasham
All photographs on this page by P.J.Pepper

Falklands Supporters Honoured

The Newsletter offers its congratulations to two Falk-
lands supporters honoured in the Birthday Honours list.

Michael Shersby MP, Chairman of the Falklands
Parliamentary Group and a supporter of the Falklands for
many years, becomes a knight bachelor for political service.

Sarah Jones, widow of Colonel Jones VC, becomes a
CBE for her work with bereaved service families,
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The Shackleton Scholarship Fund

Regular readers will have seen Harold Briley's article
about the Shackleton Scholarship Fund in the last issue, and
those of you who were able to be present heard me talk
about it at the Lincoln’s Inn reception on 15th June.

The fund-raising committee in the Falkland Islands,
chaired by the Governor, Mr. David Tatham, has made an
excellent start, with over £20,000 already donated by local
companies and individuals. The Falkland Islands Govern-
ment has generously offered to match donations from the
general public pound for pound (up to £100,000), so this is
worth over £40,000 to the Fund. In addition, the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office has donated £20,000 which will also
be matched by the Falkland Islands Government.

As Chairman of the fund-raising committee in the
United Kingdom, I should like to appeal to all readers of the
Newsletter to contribute to the Fund, which 1 believe is not
only an imaginative way of commemorating the lives of two
great men, but also will prove of inestimable value in
furthering the main objective of the Falkland Islands
Association, which is to assist the people of the Falkland
Islands to decide their own future for themselves,

Don’t forget that any amount you are able to give, no
matter how small, will be doubled by the Falkland Islands
Government, Every donation will be gratefully acknowl-
edged by me. All the members of my committee are
volunteers. We are not employing professional fund-raisers.
Administrative expenditure will be kept to a minimum. To
save costs, donation forms and reply envelopes are being
sent with this Newsletter to members of the Falkland Islands
Association.

If any non-member would like to contribute, cheques
made payable to “‘“UKFIT (Shackleton Scholarship Fund)”’
may be sent to the U.K. Falkland Islands Trust, 2 Greycoat
Place, London SWI1P 1SD or a donation form will be sent to
you on request.

Both the UK and Falkland Islands fund-raising commit-
tees are acting under the auspices of the UK Falkland Islands
Trust, a registered charity. All funds raised will be
administered as a separate trust fund of the charity with the
object of increasing knowledge of the Falkland Islands and
the rest of the South Atlantic region in the United Kingdom
and to improve life down there by promoting academic and
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Sir Rex Hunt launching the Shackleton Appeal
Photo: Lewis Photos Ltd

other charitable exchanges.

It gives me great pleasure to report that her Royal
Highness Princess Alexandra has graciously accepted the
Trustees’ invitation to become patron of the UK Falkland
Islands Trust.

Sir Rex Hunt
Appeal Success in the Falklands

The Shacklieton Appeal got off to a good start in the
Falklands; by June 14th donations already exceeded £16,000.
Contributions have already come from companies Fortuna,
Hanswell Marine (Bob Fiddes), ANAMER, Argos, Eurofish-
ing, Goodwin Offshore, Gordon Forbes, Kelvin International
Services. Personal donations have came from Juanita Brock,
Sally and Jerome Poncet. FIODA raised £350 from their
pantomime Cinderella, the Girl Guides raised £435 from
their gourmet dinner. The dinner/cabaret at the Town Hall
raised nearly £2000.

Another Burglary at Greycoat Place

Over the weekend of the 10th and |1th of June, there
was another burglary of the Association offices at Greycoat
Place. Again documents were the target, and no pieces of
office equipment or other saleable property were stolen. In
view of ‘the very similar burglary last January, the
Association is forced to the conclusion that it is now the
object of an intelligence gathering operation.

Since the burglary last January, a sophisticated burglar
alarm has been operating in the Association office. The fact
that this was successfully circumvented suggests the thief, or
perhaps one should say spy, possessed a considerable degree
of sophistication, and was not an ordinary criminal.

No confidential documents are kept in the files at
Greycoat Place, but many files were disturbed and may have
been photographed. The Association lost three small files,

which had exciting titles, but contained nothing whatsoever
of significance. One of these entitled: “The Falkland Islands
Agency” illustrates this point. This might have been thought
to have contained security information. But, as any Associa-
tion member will tell you this is the Falklands shop in Wells.
In fact, it contained prices and other information on the
Falklands sweaters and other goods that they sell there. In
short, the thieves got nothing of value.

Repercussions

The Times reported this burglary on June 19th, which
brought it to the attention of the Argentine press. Subse-
quently, Clarin asked Mr. Hugo Anzorreguy, head of the
Argentine intelligence service, SIDE, if they had anything to
do with the robbery. Mr. Anzorreguy denied this.
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Chief Executive’s Speech at Lincoln’s Inn

My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my very real privilege to welcome you all here this
evening - we are in particularly historic surroundings
remembering an historic event. We are celebrating a victory!
It is a valid and worthwhile thing to do just that. Far from
being chest-beating jingoists - tonight we are reminded of the
principles for which we fought. We are reminded too of the
heroism and professionalism of those who carried out the
fighting, and, probably most important of all, we remember
our responsibility to those principles and those people who
only 13 years ago performed with such tenacity, bravery and
sacrifice, in the name of freedom.

| have only been in the Islands for the last nine months,
but 1 consider it a great honour to bring to this gathering
tonight the Islanders’ salute to the memory of June the 14th
1982, when the 74-day occupation was brought to an end
and when Britain rightfully reclaimed our beautiful islands
that had been inhabited peaceably since 1833. Our gratitude
is immense, our memory is fresh, and our absolute
determination to remain British as solid as ever.

It is also particularly appropriate to pay tribute to the
considerable amount of work done in the UK by all our
friends and supporters: individuals too numerous to mention
and the Falkland Islands Association, Falklands Conserva-
tion, the Falkland Islands Trust and particularly the Falkland
Islands Government Office. Since 1982 the Islands have not
been sitting on another's laurels - we have used the victory
as a catalyst for change; as a launch pad for a Falkland
Islands that can hold its head high in economic, social and
cultural terms in the modern world. And it is my happy task
tonight to be able to report on substantial and, some may
say, amazing progress in virtually all fields of endeavour
within the Islands.

In agriculture we now have very clear plans for the
improvement of wool husbandry and production, reaping the
benefits of subdivision and of farming as against ranching.
We have in place a National Stud Flock, which will ensure
that the micron content of our wool will diminish in future
years to produce an even finer product. The world wool
market has recovered strongly this year and we owe a
significant debt of gratitude to Jeff Banks and the Clothes
Show team for the inspirational creation of the **Falklander™
sweater, which we will be launching in December. The
superb quality of the wool, the appealing design and hand
crafting give us confidence that demand will far exceed
supply and provide us with a niche export market.

We have strongly emerging plans for forestry, a
substantial increase in cattle and the farming of other animals
in the Islands for economic benefit. Within the next 12
months we shall be building an abattoir near Stanley which
will give us the ability to market all our meat products not
only to the military at Mount Pleasant, but to the wider
world. It is to be hoped that gourmets in the UK will at last
be able to savour the unique delights of Falkland Islands’
mutton as well as the luscious tenderness and taste of our
organic beef.

In the world of fishing, ours continues to be acknowl-
edged as one of the most professionally managed fisheries in
the world. Our fish is sold widely in world markets as far
afield as Japan, Korea, Spain and Chile. We have been much
encouraged by the discovery of new commercial species and

as fish stocks throughout the world decline, our own loligo
squid enjoyed an amazingly buoyant season this year. The
major volume squid, the Illex, was not so plentiful, and a
second poor season makes us keen to ensure that Argentina
follows our lead in being serious about the conservation of
this species. However, I am glad to report that longlining for
toothfish and continuing good catches of Hoki and Blue
Whiting have helped towards another satisfactory perform-
ance in this year's fishing season.

Any consideration of the economy of the Islands would
be incomplete without the mention of hydrocarbons. There
has been a great deal of misunderstanding as oil companies
position themselves to respond to our first licensing round,
which will begin this year. The round will open with
presentations giving details of geological structures and the
tranches on offer.

These presentations will be held both in London and
Houston during the northern autumn. The round itself will
last less than 12 months and thus we anticipate being able to
award licences during the northern summer of 1996,
enabling the start of serious exploration throughout the
austral summer of 1996/97. We believe we have the
infrastructure in place to accommodate anticipated activity
and we are confident that the ever developing technology of
offshore oil explorers is more than able to cope with our
weather and depth of water; they are, after all, essentially
similar to conditions in the North Sea.

The Falkland Islands is a place where growing
confidence is a reality. There is a genuine ‘‘feel-good™
factor 8000 miles away in the South Atlantic - possibly the
pundits and politicians could look to us to see how it has
happened. This year we celebrate 150 years of representative
government; we have a near perfect democracy where most
Islanders are fully informed of internal political situations
and are more than capable of ensuring their input into
discussions. We also have a young and burgeoning private
sector, our Chamber of Commerce in Stanley having over 70
members.

Time forbids me to extol the virtues of the pure air and
our surprisingly sun-drenched islands, and I will conclude by
emphasising two particular points - the FIRST is to do with
our protection of our unique environment. There is no
equivocation whatsoever on this point - we regard our
natural environment as far more important than any
exploitation of oil, or any other resource.

Our natural surroundings will be with us long after oil
has run out and we are the stewards of that future world. Our
wildlife and whole ecosystem is incredible, it is unique, and
the Falkland Islands Government is spending a great deal of
money to ensure that relevant baseline surveys and monitor-
ing activities are in place well before they will be needed to
prevent or protect against any aberration in the exploration
programme. Our professionalism and concern in this area
should never be doubted. We are well aware of the ability of
the environmental lobby to frighten anyone who will listen,
but we are equally aware that we control the situation. We
love our environment and we are not about to degrade it in
the interests of Mammon.

The second point is even more sensitive; for me, the
loneliest and most desolate place in the whole of the
Falklands is the Argentine cemetery at Darwin. There are
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buried 232 Argentinians, most of them very young, and
above most graves lies the heart rending notice: “‘An
Argentine soldier known unto God''. One is always moved
by visiting the British Military Cemetery at San Carlos, and
remembering as we do tonight our brave servicemen who so
clearly laid down their lives for us. But for what did those
young Argentinians who rest at Darwin, lay down their
lives?

I like to think that the Falklands conflict had a direct
impact upon the whole future of that great country of
Argentina. That our victory and the sacrifice of those young
soldiers was the catalyst that brought about a genuine
democracy in Buenos Aires.

We congratulate President Menem on his recent
re-clection, because we believe heartily both in democracy
and in each country’s right to self-determination. We desire
normal relations and a secure peace as must be considered
appropriate between neighbouring democracies.

Argentina still carries a weight of unjustified cultural
baggage with regard to our Islands, as was so colourfully
illustrated by Dr. Di Tella's activities in London last week:
but as we approach the 2Ist century, the doctrine of
self-determination must be considered paramount. The clear
and unequivocal views of the Islanders have recently been
proved by an independent and Argentinian inspired MORI
survey, and President Menem must realise that we (and |
speak for 96% of those interviewed) do not want to become
Argentinian, either in name or reality; not now, not in the
year 2000 and not in the year 3000,

In addition we see no logical reason why our
geographical position should expose us to incessant bribes
and threats and the offensive charm of the charm offensive.
We look forward to the day when Argentina will quietly but
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Chief Executive, Mr. Andrew Gurr
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sincerely, revoke her claim to the Islands as no more than a
hangover from a time of insecurity and immaturity.

Last month, a writer called Ken Lukowiak visited the
Islands, He had fought with 2 Para at Goose Green and
subsequently written a book “‘The Soldier's Song’". During
his visit he placed a wreath on the memorial in front of the
Secretariat in Stanley, and having seen the progress made
since the conflict, he wrote on that wreath in tribute to his
fallen colleagues: “IT WASN'T FOR NOTHING”'. We in
the Falkland Islands Government will see that it wasn’t.

AM.Gurr.

Support from Labour Party

Speaking from Edinburgh to Penguin News, Mr.
Andrew Gurr was very enthusiastic about the friendly
reception he had received from senior members of the
Labour Party. Mr. Gurr spent two hours with Shadow
Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, and on the following day
met Tony Lloyd, MP, recently appointed Labour Party
spokesman on Latin America. Mr, Lloyd, who had come
from a breakfast meeting with Mr. Cook, during which the
Falklands was discussed, was able to assure Mr. Gurr that
the Labour Party would continue to follow the same policy
towards the Falklands as the Conservatives. Mr, Gurr said
the Labour Party's support appeared to be solid and
unequivocal. These statements, he said, were consistent with
carlier reports in the Argentine press on the meeting in
London of Argentine Foreign Minister, Guido di Tella and
Robin Cook, at which Mr. Lloyd was present.

Falklands attends CPA

Councillors Norma Edwards and Wendy Teggart
attended the June meetings of the Mediterranean region of
the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association in Westmin-
ster and Belfast. Norma Edwards spoke on straddling fish
stocks, while Wendy Teggart took part in panel discussions
on a variety of subjects,

Councillor Wendy Teggart will attend the annual
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association meeting in Sri
Lanka in October.

Fishing

The Falklands closed the Illex fishery on Friday 19th
May, six weeks earlier than planned, because of low stocks.
The catch was less than 70,000 tons. This is similar to the
catch last year, but much less than the long term average
catch of 150,000 tons. Refunds will be made to Falklands
licence holders. Income is higher than expected at £11mil-
lion.

Argentina closed its squid fishery, according to the
bolletin oficial, in Buenos Aires on June 5th,

Loligo squid, which lies entirely within Falklands
waters, is providing a bumper catch. Blue Whiting and Hoki
and longlining for Patagonian Toothfish all continue to do
well.

Small Island Games

The Small Island Games are being held in Gibraltar
from 15th to the 27th of July. Clay pigeon shooter, Saul
Pitaluga, leads the Falklands team. Nina Aldridge and
Antoinette Bendyshe will be running the half-marathon.

These will be covered in the next Newsletter.

Shooting

A Falklands team will take part in the Imperial Meet at
Bisley this July. Islanders will shoot in the Junior Overseas,
the McKinnon and the Kolapore rifle competitions at Bisley
from the 20th to the 22nd of July.

The results will be covered in the next Newsletter.

















































