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WELL it’s a new year and a new Chair for the Association. At the fi rst meeting of the FIA 
Committee I set out my thoughts on the months ahead and it might be helpful to share 
some of these with our members.

As those who have read my CV in the last edition will know I have had a connection 
with the Islands and their people for many years.  I vividly remember the events of 
1982, from our Embassy in Paris. Argentine families could get such little information 
from their government in Buenos Aires, that many sent us letters inquiring about the 
fate of their relatives. For me it was an important lesson never to confuse a people with 
their government. It has certainly been an attitude I have admired on the Islands where 
the Assembly maintain a fi rm line when dealing with offi cials and politicians in Buenos 
Aires, but where Argentine visitors are welcomed and treated with respect, whether it is 
Argentine runners in the annual Stanley marathon, or families visiting the cemetery near 
Goose Green.

But the Falklands and its people should not be defi ned by the confl ict. Indeed 2019 
will be the year when the Falklands War will be as far away from us today as the Second 
World War was for those who fought their way from San Carlos Water to Stanley. We 
should not forget the sacrifi ce, the courage and extraordinary human endeavour involved 
in liberating the Islands, but 37 years on the Falklands is a very different place.

Indeed even in the 16 years that separated my time dealing with the Falklands in London 
to taking on the role of Governor, I saw just how much had changed. In the 90’s most 
senior positions in government and commerce were held by expatriates. By 2014 that 
had completely changed with a new generation of well educated young Falkland Islanders 
stepping up to assume responsibility for running their community. This was the fruit of a 
deliberate policy by local leaders to build for a sustainable future.

On arrival in Stanley as acting Governor I was asked for my fi rst impressions. Explaining 
that it wasn’t my fi rst visit, I said the Islands reminded me of three places and peoples 
I knew well. The Highlands of Scotland where my family come from, both in landscape 
and mentality, The East African “Bush” where I grew up – wide open spaces where 
resourcefulness is an essential skill (no calling the AA if the Land Rover breaks down!) 
and the North Breton coast of my wife’s family – small communities with a fabulous wild 
and windy coastline. It was not diffi cult to relate to people who shared many of those 
three communities attitudes and to admire how they had driven and managed their own 
modernisation. 

The Falkland Islands Association in its various guises has for over 50 years supported 
the rights of the Islanders to choose their own future. While the Argentine claim remains 
there will be a need for friends of the Falklands to speak up, even with the long standing 
cross party support in the UK parliament. 

Over the coming months the Association will continue our own efforts to modernise and 
improve our impact, notably by updating our website and making it easier for UK friends 
of the Falklands to be part of our effort. We will also be reaching out to new groups such 
as the many people of have visited, lived and worked on the Islands, including those who 
have served at Mount Pleasant, and who have fond memories of the beauty of the Islands 
and welcome of the Islanders.

The story of a people who have shown themselves to be resourceful, innovative, 
environmentally responsible and welcoming, as they develop their community,(well 
illustrated by the articles in this issue) is one of the success stories of the British Overseas 
Territories, and one that deserves to be shared. It is also perhaps the best antidote to the 
tired old propaganda that underpins Argentine’s claim.

Pic: Falklands.gov.fk
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News

PRIME Minister Theresa May 
congratulated Falkland Islanders in 
December on plans for a new air 
link to Brazil, “including a regular 
stop in Cordoba in Argentina.” She 
described the move as one that, “will 
make the Islands more accessible 
than ever and boost economic 
development, and is something your 
MLAs have done much to deliver.”

The fl ight is the second link with 
South America and one the Falkland 
Islands Government has sought for 
some time. It is expected to boost 
tourism to the Falklands. 

The carrier will be LATAM Airlines 
which already provides the Saturday 
fl ight between the Islands and Punta 
Arenas in Chile.

Referring to the tourism industry in 
her Christmas speech to Islanders 
she noted tourism had increased,  
“with more people from more places 
coming to experience the natural 
wonders of your beautiful home.”

 She also commented: “Since 
1982, many of the graves at Darwin 
Cemetery had been marked simply 
as those of “an Argentine soldier 
known only to God”. In March more 
than 200 relatives were fi nally able 
to mourn at the graves of their sons, 
brothers, husbands and fathers 
– and the dignity and respect the 
people of the Falklands extended to 
those families said much about the 
character of your community.”

On fi sheries she commented on 
the resurrection of talks between 
the Falklands and Argentina; 
underway for the fi rst time in 14 
years. She described it as, “a vital 
step in ensuring that we manage our 
natural resources in a sustainable 
way while protecting a key local 
industry.”

Mrs May said: “Nearly 40 years 
after the confl ict the new air link, 
the joint ice hockey teams and the 
support provided to the families 
of Argentina’s war dead all point 
towards warmer relations with your 
nearest neighbours. 

“Indeed, when I met President 
Macri earlier this month – becoming 
the fi rst British Prime Minister ever 
to visit Buenos Aires – it was a 
pleasure to focus not just on what 
separates us, but on what we can 
achieve together.

“However, while the relationship 
between our governments is 
changing, I can assure that one 
thing will never change: our absolute 
commitment to the people and 
sovereignty of the Falkland Islands.”

Congratulations 
from Mrs May

THE Falklands could begin the 
building of a new port within the next 
two years.

Three consortia presented 
construction proposals to the Falkland 
Islands Government confi rmed 
Legislative Assembly Member (MLA) 
Dr Barry Elsby in November

MLA Elsby said FIG told the 
companies they would need to show 
they had “the capacity to deliver. We’d 
also be prepared to talk about how 
it was fi nanced; do you want to own 
it and run it, do you want to build it 
locally and rent it out to government, 
or government put in money to help?”

He said the consortia presented 
their ideas and then worked with 
the Director of Development and 
Commercial Services Ian Robertson 
to develop them. 

They then, “presented those 
formally to members of government 
and myself and MLA Roger Spink. 
All of them had local company 
involvement, some more than others, 
and all had external expertise 

FIG decided not to specify where 
the port should be located: “Because 
people had given various proposals 

and what we wanted to see were 
fi nal proposals on both position and 
running costs; how would it work 
for the development of the fi shing 
industry, what about the tourist 
industry, what about shipping?

He said FIG would work with the 
preferred bidder to develop the 
concept, “working with that company 
to fi ne tune it, and the local industries, 
to be sure that we have thought 
of everything that we need for the 
foreseeable future, the next 40-50 
years...”

He said even if it was not all built 
at once, there would be, “potential for 
expansion. So we are trying to make it 
future-proof as much as we can.”

Asked about ownership he said this 
was “to be determined.”

FIG wants the port to be, “usable 
for everyone. We’re not trying to hit 
the industry. We are trying to use 
the port as a means of generating 
the economy of the Falkland Islands. 
We need to be sure that what we are 
going to build is run economically.”

FIG will have all or some infl uence 
over how it is run, he assured.

New port for 
Falklands

THE Falkland Islands Government 
Representative in the UK, Sukey 
Cameron MBE, is to retire in October 
2019.

Ms Cameron worked tirelessly on 
behalf of the Falkland Islands for 
most of her career, starting in 1979 
with a post at the Falkland Islands 
Association in London. 

Following this she joined the 
Falkland Islands Government Offi ce 
when it opened in 1983 and then took 
on the role of Representative in 1990. 
Throughout this time her efforts have 
been invaluable in terms of increasing 
the knowledge and understanding of 
the Falkland Islands in the UK and its 
Parliament.

Asked about the importance of 
the role to the Falkland Islands Ms 
Cameron said: “...having a voice in 
the UK is vital and having someone 
to represent the Islands, at a whole 
range of meetings and events making 
sure the Falklands viewpoint is known, 
especially with Parliament, HMG and 

the media...”
She described a highlight as, “being 

involved in the organising of, and 
attendance at, the 25th Anniversary 
of the Falklands War in 2007, was 
really special. Seeing the Islands take 
centre stage in a series of events, 
including a business Forum and the 
National Commemoration on Horse 
Guards Parade was fantastic.”

40 years on Falklands London 
Representative Sukey to retire

Ms Cameron with Prime Minister 
of the time John Major
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News

THE winner of the 2018 Bill Hunter 
Christie Prize was Sorrel Pompert 
Robertson it was announced at 
the annual general meeting of the 
Falkland Islands Association in 
London on December 8 last year.

Sorrel (21) is studying Ancient 
History at the University of Exeter. Last 
year she spent the academic year at 
the Saint Francis Xavier University in 
the town of Antigonish, Nova Scotia, 
Canada.  

While there, she achieved the 
highest grades in her classes for her 
assignments, and was also privileged 
to meet the Canadian Prime Minister, 
Justin Trudeau, when he visited 
the university. In her second year at 
Exeter University, she continued to 
do well and gained a 1st class grade 
overall. 

In her extra-curricular activities 
this year, she is on the committee of 
the TravelExe Society as the Media 
and Publicity Secretary, an elected 

position. Her duties are to promote 
the society and gain new membership 
via social media apps. Next year, 
she will be joining a sponsored hike 
in Morocco to raise money for the 
Children’s Society.

Sorrel Pompert Robertson

Sorrel wins Hunter-Christie PrizeNew Commander
British Forces 

THE new Commander British Forces 
Falkland Islands, Brigadier Nick 
Sawyer, arrived in the Falklands in 
November.

Commissioned into the Royal 
Artillery in 1994, Brigadier Sawyer, 
has served in many different parts of 
the world.

He was the Defence Attaché to 
the Baltic States during the Crimea 
and Eastern Ukraine crises and 
was awarded the Medal of Merit 
by Lithuania and the Order of Merit 
Third Class by Estonia for services 
in the Baltic Region. In 1999 he was 
awarded a Mention in Despatches 
for gallantry whilst serving in Kosovo.

In his spare time Brigadier Sawyer 
enjoys fl y-fi shing, cycle racing, 
biathlon and cross-country skiing. 
He has published a number of 
fi shing books. 

THREE members of the US 
government paid a visit to the 
Falklands  in November. 

The delegation comprised 
Chris Crawford,  chief of staff for 
Congressman Buddy Carter of 
Georgia’s fi rst congressional district, 
Ryan Evans, foreign policy advisor 
to Senator Johnny Isakson, and Igor 
Khrestin, national security advisor 
to Senator Cory Gardner (see right). 
In an interview with Falklands press 
they spoke of their impressions of the 
Falklands and the message they will 
take back to their respective offi ces.
The three US congressional staffers 
admitted their preconceptions of the 
Falklands had been largely shaped by 
the 1982 war.

The physical remoteness of the 
Islands was a learning point, they said, 
and with that the appreciation of the 
logistical and geopolitical challenges 
that the Islands face on a daily basis.

But the internal challenges faced by 
Government had been  something of 
a surprise, too; the manner in which 
the administration was called upon 
to fulfi l the roles of national, regional, 
and town governments being a far cry 
from the highly sub-divided nature of 
Government in larger countries.

Not only is that separation an 
administrative necessity, it also gives 
congressional offi ces more freedom 
with which to adopt their own stance 

on policy issues. One such issue is a 
position on the Falklands, and while 
the US State Department might be 
diplomatically obliged to adopt a 
neutral position, congressional offi ces 
have what they describe as a more 
forward-leaning approach to the 
Falklands issue.

It is in that context that the 
impressions and knowledge of the 
Falklands absorbed during their time 
here could be fed into the thinking 
of the elected representatives with 
whom they work. 

And those impressions, said the 
staffers, are of an, “unmistakably 

Falklands Independent and 
resourceful say US staffers

independent” people. In particular, 
they have been struck by the 
resourcefulness in the face of unique 
challenges. 

There is plenty in common, too; the 
thorny matter of regulation, or how to 
ensure a healthy climate for business, 
for instance.

The overwhelming message they 
take back is one of a clear right to self-
determination. 

Part of that, they said, is overcoming 
the notion that self-determination  
does not apply to small populations.

Ryan Evans, Chris Crawford and Igor Khrestin
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Fishing

The Falkland Islands Fishing 
Companies Association
FALKLAND Islands Fishing 
Companies Association (FIFCA) 
Secretary James Bates gives an 
insight into what makes FIFCA and 
how it operates to the benefi t of the 
Falklands fi shing industry.

The Falkland Islands Fishery 
is recognised internationally as 
one of the most effective fi sheries 
management regimes developed 
anywhere in the world.   Our system 
of individual transferable quotas 
provides essential security for our 
industry and ensures the careful 
and sustainable management of our 
marine resources.  Each year our 
Fisheries Authority reviews, sets and 
adjusts catch limits on the different 
fi sh stocks.  Management measures 
including observer coverage, closed 
areas and gear specifi cations are 
reviewed and updated as necessary.

Established under the Fisheries 
(Conservation and Management) 
Ordinance 2005 the Falkland Islands 
Fishing Companies Association 
(FIFCA) represents the interests of 
all members of our Seafood Industry 
who hold fi shing quota.

The thirteen member companies 
hold quota in all the commercial 
species of our area. The one species 
not under the quota system yet is the 
squid Illex argentinus. It is planned 
that this species too will enter the 
quota system shortly.

FIFCA has a board of fi ve directors 
comprised of a Chair, Vice Chair 

and three members supported by an 
Executive Secretary. Directors are 
elected by members annually.

Within FIFCA, sub groups are 
formed as appropriate to consider 
issues which may affect a particular 
area of the industry.

The work of FIFCA involves most 
areas of the sector. The Executive 
Secretary participates on behalf of the 
Association in many committees and 
discussions addressing matters such 
as practical fi shery management and 
conservation through the Fisheries 
Committee, crew welfare through the 
Falkland Islands Port Welfare Board, 
Environmental matters through the 
Environmental committee, public 
affairs and governance issues.  We 
support the science on which our 
fi shery management is based and on 
which the industry depends.

In the past year, and since discussion 
commenced with Government 
regarding extending the security of 
the quota system, we have seen very 
considerable investment in vessel 
replacement and upgrading and in 
other sector areas.  FIFCA works to 
ensure that this complex and capital 
intensive sector, with its successes 
and challenges, is understood by our 
society.

In 2017 a comprehensive review 
of the Falkland’s quota system 
took place.  Like previous reviews 
it confi rmed that our quota system 
was working well. The report made 

a number of recommendations about 
how to build on this success and 
provide ongoing security for industry 
and ensure a stable and long term 
environment in which further major 
investments could be made.

Following this review Government 
and the FIFCA Board have been 
working through issues and concerns 
with the aim of agreeing the basis for 
extension of the quota holdings.

Another current focus is working 
with the Policy Department of the 
Government to try and anticipate, 
understand and if at all possible 
mitigate the impacts of Brexit. At the 
time of writing no one knows what 
the outcome will be but like many 
business sectors the consequences 
of a ‘No Deal’ Brexit are the most 
concerning as our main market by far 
is the EU.

For over thirty years the 
management of our Fishery has 
been a real Falkland Islands success 
story. Of course there have been 
challenges to meet along the way. 
While the ‘Falklands Factor’ can often 
be positive there is no doubt that our 
political and geographical position 
imposes some special hurdles and 
we live in a fast changing world, but 
FIFCA looks forward to playing its 
part in building and developing our 
industry, and the Falklands economy 
into the future to the benefi t of all 
Falkland Islanders.

Falklands seas by FIFCA
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Tourism

PERHAPS fi ttingly the King Penguin 
was chosen as number one in the 
Falkland Islands Tourist Board’s 
(FITB) 7 Wonders of the Falklands 
survey conducted this year.

FITB  asked past and present 
visitors to the Islands, as well as 
residents, what they would consider 
to be their seven wonders.

Over 2,500 votes were received 
from over 30 different countries, 
revealing that the Islands’ number 
one wonder is the King Penguin, said 
Executive Director of FITB Stephanie 
Middleton

She said, perhaps not surprisingly, 

the other six places were mainly taken 
up by wildlife, with the rockhopper 
penguin and black-browed albatross 
representing birdlife and the sea 
lion and elephant seal the land-sea 
mammals. However, Sea Lion Island 
Nature Reserve was voted the fourth 
wonder, and Whale Bone Arch in 
Stanley, seventh.

Mrs Middleton said: “We were 
delighted to get so many votes and 
fi nd out what visitors and residents 
view as our iconic attractions. 

“Outside of the top seven there was 
a wide range of votes cast, including 
for Paloma Beach, Christchurch 

Cathedral, Historic Dockyard 
Museum, Pioneer Cottages, Bodie 
Creek Bridge, Mount Usborne, and 
San Carlos Cemetery, which goes 
to show how important our built and 
natural environments also are for 
visitors.”

The winner of the competition, 
drawing from all entries, was Ian 
Hopkins from Coventry.  

While he is yet to visit the Falklands, 
he says he’s a big supporter of the 
Islands, and the loss of HMS Coventry 
is close to his heart. He was  married 
on May 25 and toasted the ship in his 
speech.  

Sea Lion Island Lodge and an imposing King Penguin

King is crowning glory 
in Falklands 7 Wonders

THE Tourist Board celebrated World Tourism Day 
in October this year with help from participants 
throughout the Tourist Industry. 
A day of workshops began with a great turnout and 
a history of Falkland Islands Tours &Travel (FITT) 
by owner Dr Andrea Clausen. 

Sulivan Shipping Ltd provided a launch for the day 
which operated boat trips up and down the harbour, 
and FITT provided a city bus tour for interested 
visitors. 

Both Manager, International Tours & Travel Sally 
Ellis and Tourism Coordinator, Sulivan Travel, Carli 
Sudder “provided some fascinating insight into the 
habits of our land and cruise visitors respectively,” 
said FITB’s Financial Controller Jo Muncaster.

Right: Just a few faces of hospitality and tourism 
in the Falklands: Carli Sudder, Jo Muncaster, 
Andrea Clausen, Jennifer Sanchez, Carl Stroud, 
Julie Sloan, Phil Middleton. 

World Tourism Day celebrated in the South Atlantic
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Tourism

TEN tourist accommodation 
establishments have been 
awarded a status that deems them 
environmentally responsible, known 
as ‘Green Seal status’, following 
assessments by the Falkland Islands 
Tourist Board (FITB).

In October Kevin Millington who 
assisted with setting up the scheme 
and the assessments visited the 
Islands. Mr Millington is experienced 
in measuring the economic impact of 
tourism, and has been undertaking 
this for the Falklands since 2008 in 
support of the work of FITB

He initially came to the Islands 
to help put in place a system of 
tourism statistics that would measure 
such things as tourist arrivals and 
accommodation occupancy and, 
through surveys, the economic impact 
of air and cruise visitors to the islands.

More recently he has also been 
involved in developing the tourism 
development strategy and starting up 
the social media marketing, including 
on Facebook, Twitter and blogs.

He said FITB now had, “a much 
more organised and broader website 
which includes accommodation and 
attractions, and which is much easier 
for us to update and is much more 
attractive. 

“About fi ve years ago we started 
the accommodation grading scheme. 
We then rolled that out to include 20 
establishments around the Falklands. 
We just graded 41 so that has really 
grown.”

That system examines what the 
accommodation offers in terms of (for 
example) beds and bedding, tours, 
food and drink.

He said that system allowed, 
“tourists coming in from overseas to 
align their expectations with what they 
were going to get. It saves people 
over promising and under delivering, 
and secondly, it drives standards up.”

He added: “And it has worked really 
well in both areas. There has been 
loads of investment in new mattresses 
and bedding and sprucing places up. 
It has been really quite rewarding 
seeing this”

Returning to the Green Seal Awards, 
he described them as “sustainability 
accreditation if you like. Not too 
dissimilar to what you see in a lot of 
countries.”

The award aims to raise awareness 
amongst the tourism industry in 
relation to helping to preserve the 
environment. 

According to the Falkland Islands 

Tourist Board’s press release this week 
it also aims to ‘show to visitors that we 
care, and that we have a scheme in 
place to monitor tourism’s impact on 
the environment; and, internally raise 
awareness of environmental issues 
within the Islands.’

Mr Millington said “the type of 
tourists that come here, they look for 
that kind of thing… and it shows that 
we are aware of it and we are doing 
as much as we can to be sustainable 
and look after the environment.”

Ten establishments inspected have 
been awarded Green Seal status (at 
entry level, silver or gold). These are

�Bleaker Island (Cassard House 
and Cobbs Cottage)

�Carcass Island Guest House
�Coast Ridge Cottage, Fox Bay
�Darwin House
�Lookout Lodge
�Malvina House Hotel
�The Pale Maiden B&B
�Pebble Island Lodge
�Racepoint Farm Cottage
�Waterfront Boutique Hotel
There has also been interest 

from cruise ship shore excursions 
operators and Bluff Cove Lagoon has 
been the fi rst of these to be assessed 
and awarded Green Seal status.

But how does it work?
Well businesses are assessed 

for their level of environmental 
awareness and sustainability against 
a number of criteria, including 
energy, waste management, 
water conservation, food and self-

suffi ciency, and purchasing practices.  
They are also required to record the 
use of resources (diesel, electricity, 
water,) on an on-going basis.  Based 
on the assessment they are awarded 
Member (entry level), Silver or Gold 
status.

An example of using less plastic, 
said Mr Millington, “is where people 
are making lunches for tourists using 
paper or sandwich boxes that can be 
re-used. Just little things but it all cuts 
down on waste.”

FITB Executive Director Steph 
Middleton explained: “Overall, 
businesses have scored highly, with 
several examples of innovative green 
practices in place.  However there are 
areas, such as waste management, 
where they are restricted by the 
facilities available to them.  On 
the whole, businesses in camp 
have a greater awareness of their 
responsibility to the environment than 
those in Stanley.

“FITB hopes that the success of 
the scheme will encourage other 
businesses to join when they conduct 
inspections in a year’s time, at the 
beginning of the 2019-2020 season.”

Mr Millington said: “Everywhere 
we have done the inspection they 
have been, apart from one entry 
level, at least silver or gold, so we 
are doing more here than in a lot of 
other countries; it just needs to be 
recognised. But of course there is 
some more we can do.”

Ten Falklands tourist lodgings 
gain Green Seal status

Above: Coast Ridge Cottage at Fox Bay is one of a number of Falklands 
establishments to achieve an environmentally responsible status
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Environment

BEAVER Pond at Sea Lion Island is 
named after the fl oat planes which 
used to land there. Anecdotal records 
suggest that its peaty bank was 
eroded as far back as the 1950s, 
with valuable tussac peat blowing 
away and even smothering and killing 
vegetation nearby. The cause of the 
initial erosion is unknown but is likely 
to have been overgrazing or fi re. 

Sea Lion Island is located 17 km 
to the south of East Falkland. The 
Island is a site of high biodiversity 
and recognised as an internationally 
Important Bird and Plant Area (IBA, 
IPA), and is one of two internationally 
important wetland sites in the Falkland 
Islands. In 2017 Sea Lion Island was 
fi nally designated as a National Nature 
Reserve, ensuring future integrity 
of its wealth of wildlife and native 
habitats. The Island’s management 
plan, in place since 2010, has guided 
the sustainable management needed 
through the shift from the Island’s 
agricultural past to its current status 
as an ecotourism destination. 

In 2018 a big community group, led 
by Micky Reeves and Sarah Crofts, 
fi nished replanting the Beaver Pond 
area with tussac.  This has been 
a three year project, supported by 
the Falkland Islands Development 
Corporation (which owns Sea Lion 
Island), Falklands Conservation, 
the Elephant Seal Research Group, 
military patrols and a hardy bunch of 

Falklands Conservation Volunteers.  
Every year in blustery March an 
enthusiastic group of over 20 people 
head out to Sea Lion for a weekend 
of planting.  There is not much time off 
for sight-seeing but early birds enjoy 
spotting the Island’s fabulous wildlife 
before breakfast!

Planting at Sea Lion is helped by 
the abundance of big old tussac bogs 
which can be brought to new planting 
areas using a tractor.  Once at their 
new location the bogs are broken 
into tillers (small plants) and planted 
by hand. Together we have planted 
11,000 tussac tillers at Beaver Pond 
– covering 7 hectares.  

Tussac grass is the most important 
wildlife habitat in the Falkland Islands. 
It is estimated that 25% of Sea Lion 
Island (250 ha) is covered by tussac 
grass, with most stands growing 
densely in coastal areas. Tussac peat 
is specifi cally associated with tussac 
and can exceed 10 metres in depth 
in some areas. Although Tussac peat 
is very susceptible to erosion where 
vegetation has been removed by 
grazing or fi re, where it is intact and 
covered with healthy stands of tussac 
grass it acts as a signifi cant carbon 
store. 

The Beaver Pond tussac plantation 
has continued to fl ourish, and last 
year young plants even appeared 
from seed. Cobb’s wren, Striated 
caracara and Magellanic penguins 

have already been spotted in the 
plantation, along with an abundance 
of insects like camel crickets and 
harvestmen.  Positive impacts have 
spread outside of the area with less 
eroded peat smothering vegetation 
and plenty of tussac seed landing in 
degraded areas near-by. The new 
plants will now help to fi ght climate 
change by storing large amounts of 
carbon as tussac peat.  

Good conservation practices 
continue on Sea Lion Island with 
ongoing tussac planting and over 
14 hectares planted in total. Good 
biosecurity helps to protect the wealth 
of native insects and small birds, from 
rats and mice.  

So if you are lucky enough to visit 
Sea Lion Island, take a little look up 
from the larger creatures it is famous 
for and smile at the kindly new tussac 
plants – they’re sheltering animals 
and absorbing carbon dioxide – long 
may they live!

Falklands Conservation rely on 
volunteers, our members, and 
donations to be able to support 
wonderful habitat restoration works, 
such as those at Sea Lion Island. To 
fi nd out how you can join those who 
are already supporting our work, visit:
www.falklandsconservation.com/donation 
or email
marketing@conservation.org.fk

Tussac Returns to Beaver Pond

Above: Tussac is already naturally growing from seeds in areas where volunteers planted in previous years. 
Top right: Striated caracara in a newly planted area of tussac.       Above right: camel crickets live in tussac areas 
and make a great snack for small birds such as Cobb’s wren and Tussac bird
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Environment

TRUSTEES WANTED

Falklands Conservation is a UK-registered charity dedicated to preserving the 
unique wildlife of the Falkland Islands.  It has a Board of unpaid Trustees, some of 
whom are in UK and some are in the Falklands.  In addition, it has a small, full-time, 
paid staff working from offi ces both in UK and the Falklands.  There is an ongoing 
need to fi nd people who are prepared to contribute their skills and experience 
by serving on the Board.  Later this year, there will be a need for a Trustee with 
fi nancial experience.  But applications from others interested in conservation and 
able to make useful contributions are invited;  they could have experience  of, for 
example:  conservation, fundraising, business, farming, IT etc.   There is more 
about the charity at www.falklandsconservation.com 

Enquiries:  in UK to ukdirector@conservation.org.fk, 
in the Falkland Islands to info@conservation.org.fk 

Charity Number 1073859   
Company Number England & Wales 03661322

By Dr Esther Bertram, CEO 
Falklands Conservation

The natural environment underpins 
the economy of the Falkland Islands. 
It is so obvious we often fail to 
notice it and therefore sometimes 
don’t take major economic-scale 
decisions to support it. Fishing, 
tourism, and farming are reliant on a 
healthy ecosystem. Yet at the time of 
writing this article, regrettably, Brexit 
preparations have not made provision 
to replace millions of pounds of lost 
international environment funding that 
come from the EU.

The UK Overseas Territories are 
in a constitutional funding blind spot. 
Being neither part of the UK nor fully 
independent countries, we are not 
able to access multi-billion pound 
international ecological funds such as 
the Global Environment Facility, nor 
UK funds such as Heritage Lottery 
which awards multi-million pound 
grants.

Alongside the welcome and 
successful UK Darwin+ fund, the 
EU offers medium sized grants (up 
to £300k) through the ‘Biodiversity 
and Ecological Services in Territories 
overseas’ (BEST Fund). The EU has 
also recognised that it is important 
to have larger transformational scale 
environment projects (worth £1-5m 
each) on the ground and the EU’s 
multi-billion pound LIFE instrument 
therefore recognises the Territories.

These larger funds will be required 
for the more game changing, and 
therefore challenging, endeavours 
such as restoring our offshore islands 
that have suffered from invasive 
species, burning and overgrazing. 

We also need to learn much more 
about the ecology of our offshore 
environment, home to fi elds of six 
foot high corals. Such research will 
inevitably be expensive.

It is quite understandable that 
decisions in the current political 
climate are hard. There has so 
far been no offi cial support for the 
concept of ensuring that this resource 
will not be lost after Brexit.

The directors of ten environment 
charities and trusts of the Territories 
will continue to raise this important 
issue. The Overseas Territories are 
home to 94% of the wildlife that the UK 
is responsible for, this is an incredible 

wealth of diversity and nature. Here in 
the Falkland Islands, we have been 
pleased to have had support from 
the Falkland Islands Government 
and the UK Overseas Territories 
Association. We hope to see Brexit as 
an opportunity to celebrate and invest 
in the unique British environments of 
the Falkland Islands and the other 
Territories, which together span fi ve 
global regions.

More information can be found 
at www.falklandsconservation.com 
and www.ukotcf.org.uk Anyone 
who wishes to discuss these vital 
issues further should contact info@
conservation.org.fk

Millions of Euros lost for conservation

The endangered Sei Whale research to identify sensitive whale areas is part-funded by the EU BEST Fund and 
conducted by Falklands Conservation
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Agriculture

AGRICULTURE in the Falkland 
Islands is currently experiencing 
relatively good times. 

Wool prices are at near record highs 
across the main wool types produced 
in the Falklands. As consumers are 
educated about the positive natural 
attributes of wool and become more 
aware of the environmental cost of 
‘fast fashion’ and the use of fabrics 
derived from petrochemicals, demand 
for natural and sustainable fi bres 
remains strong. 

This change in consumer demand, 
combined with relatively low supplies 
of wool globally favours of above 
average prices, at least in the medium 
term. 

The Falkland Islands agriculture 
sector has also seen prospects 
improve in meat production with the 
recent establishment of a contract to 
supply locally produced lamb, beef 
and mutton to the British Forces 
posted in the Falklands.  

In additional to the relatively high 
wool prices, the Falkland Islands 
are beginning to see a signifi cant 
return on the investment in genetic 
improvement programmes, which 
have been a major focus of the 
Department of Agriculture over the 
past 27 years. 

Efforts to improve the genetics 
of the Falkland Islands sheep fl ock 
accelerated greatly in 1992 with the 
importation of about 500 Polwarth 
sheep from Tasmania, Australia. 

These animals were the beginning 
of the National Stud Flock (NSF). 
The NSF has provided a source of 
elite genetics to farmers across the 
Falklands through the sale of rams 
and excess ewes. 

In addition to this the Department has 
also facilitated artifi cial insemination 
and embryo transfer programmes as a 
further means of introducing improved 
genetics. Over just the past fi ve 
years over 20,000 ewes have been 
artifi cially inseminated using imported 
semen, predominantly Merino types 
from Australia. 

The cost of this fi ve year insemination 
programme would exceed £600,000 
in today’s terms; bringing about the 
question. Is it worth it? The short 
answer is: Absolutely! 

A key focus of the genetic 
improvement programmes has been 
to improve the value of the wool 
produced by each animal. This has 
mainly been done through reducing 
fi bre diameter, while maintaining (or 
improving) individual fl eece weights.

Analysis of the most recent fi ve 
years data shows that the value of the 
total Falkland Islands wool clip has 
increased by between 6 and 14%.

The wool produced in 2017/18 
provided farmers in the Falkland 
Islands with a nett income of just 
over £8 million, meaning that the 
6-14% increase is returning between 
£0.48million - £1.12 million per year in 
additional farm income.

 Recognising the value of focused 
genetic improvement programmes 
the Department of Agriculture is 
looking to accelerate further the rate 
of genetic gain across the Falklands 
sheep fl ock through the adoption of 
the latest genetics technology. This 
year the DNA Parentage Test and 
15K Sheep Genomic Test, developed 
by Australia’s Cooperative Research 
Centre for Sheep Industry Innovation, 
is being used to increase the rate of 
improvement in the Falklands fl ocks.

Tissue samples have been taken 
from every animal within the NSF 
and will be sent to a laboratory in the 
USA for processing. Data will then 
be analysed and used to make more 
informed breeding decisions.

Through a strong relationship and 
commitment to collaborate between 
the Falkland Islands Department of 
Agriculture, the Australian sheep 
industry and other partners, the 
Falkland Islands will be one of the fi rst 
overseas sheep producing countries 
to adopt this innovative technology 
as a cornerstone of its genetic 
improvement programme. 

The Department of Agriculture is 
continuing to build relationships with 
government and industry across 
the world in an effort to ensure that 
the benefi ts of collaboration and 
exchange can be used for mutual 
benefi t.

Adam Dawes
Senior Agricultural Adviser

Strong wool prices capitalising 
on smart genetic investments

Sally Martin of Sally Martin Consulting (NSW, Australia) meeting with members of the National Stud Flock 
committee in October 2018 to discuss the merits and application of the latest genetics technology.
Above right: Locally produced lamb (Pic Sand Bay Abattoir)
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Islands people sharing 
defence of their shores
THE Falkland Islands Defence 
Force is the locally maintained 
volunteer defence unit in the 
Falkland Islands. Two highlights 
this year were EXERCISE LIVE 
CLAYMORE and the recruitment of 
new members.

The FIDF deployed the 48 hour 
tactical live fi re EXERCISE LIVE 
CLAYMORE in November. WO2 Mick 
Cowe RM said the exercise acted as 
a fi nal assessment exercise for the 
current FIDF recruits.  

“The fi rst training objective 
was aimed at the FIDF HQ. This 
incorporated the opportunity for 
designated ranks within the HQ to 
plan and to enable deployment to 
Onion Range Complex MPC.”

“The logistics to move manpower, 
weapons, ammunition, quads, 
victuals with vehicles is challenging 
and this opportunity acted as a good 
rehearsal for future tasks. It was also 
a chance to revise all range safety 
staff in managing live fi re exercises.”

WO2 Cowe  said the second 

training objective was to conduct the 
live fi ring serials. The section, a team 
of 9, worked extremely hard in diffi cult 
conditions throughout the exercise. 

On Friday evening ranks conducted 
revision and dry drills, practising 
movement and tactics. On Saturday 
Cpl Drew Robertson and Pte Karl 
Harris took control of the section 
which included recruits.  

Throughout the day all ranks 
conducted numerous exercises from 
working in pairs all the way up to 
section level. 

WO2 Cowe explained, “the ground 
at Onion Range lends itself to some 
challenging exercises which saw 
many ranks disappear through water 
and bog. This was also a great chance 
for all to throw HE grenades during 
the attacks and for Pte Guy Morrison 
to get many hundreds of machine gun 
rounds on the target area.

“On Sunday, the fi nal section attacks 
were conducted which went extremely 
well. This was a very challenging 
range with nothing being predictable. 

All the previous training was put into 
practice and all the attacks were 
successful and safe.”

The third training objective was on 
the shoulders of one of the sergeants 
who was being assessed on the 
planning and safe running of the 
range.  This was the fi nal step of a 
long course to be qualifi ed to run live 
fi ring.  “There is never a dull moment 
when the pressure is on,” said WO2 
Cowe.

“Thankfully all went well and Sgt 
Matt Newton passed his assessment 
under the close watch of WO1 Daz 
Wilbond who is the Small Arms School 
Corps (SASC) Instructor from BFSAI.”

New members
Four new recruits for the FIDF 

successfully passed out at a 
ceremony in December. Their training 
lasted three months with more than 
45 training nights and two exercises.  

Pte Chris Stenning was awarded 
Best Recruit.

Above: EXERCISE LIVE CLAYMORE (Pic WO2 Mick Cowe). Above: The FIDF’S newest members receive their 
berets and badges Chris Stenning, Rebecca Rees, John Woollacott and Morgan Harris.     Above: The new 
Commanding Offi cer of the FIDF Major Justin McPhee is sworn in by H E the Governor at Government House in 
December, taking over from retiring CO Major Peter Biggs
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AS foods go, it’s not unique or 
elaborate: a sealed pocket of pastry 
with a savoury fi lling, fried or oven 
baked. Cornish pasties, Jamaican 
patties, Indian samosas, and, of 
course, empanadas, all use the same 
basic formula that bakers and street 
vendors pile on their shelves and 
stands the world over. 

Popular throughout most of South 
and Central America in various forms 
and a staple of Falklands buffets 
and smoko tins, the empanada was 
introduced to the continent from 
Spain, where they are said to have 
evolved from savoury Arabic and 
Greek pastries. Though they have 
spread across South America, it 
is perhaps Chile above any other 
country that has elevated the humble 
empanada to national cultural icon 
and the symbol-bar-none of the 
country’s independence celebrations 
every September. 

And yet they are more than just a 
national food. Ask any Chilean about 
empanadas, and the conversation 
soon turns into a wistful and personal 
story in which empanadas are as 
much a constant as the cumin in the 
empanadas themselves. 

That, says Alex Olmedo, sums up 
what makes empanadas special; 
“everybody in Chile loves and eats 
them… it’s a comfort food, a common 
factor to all Chileans; part of who we 
are.” 

Among his fi rst memories of 
empanadas, Alex remembers making 
them with his mother as a child and 
helping out “like anyone anywhere 
else would help their mum make 
cookies… Making them is often a 
family event.” Empanadas were ever-
present in his childhood and remain so 
in all of Chile, “they are very traditional 
on independence day, but we eat 
them all the time…  it’s something 
we eat as family but also it’s a fast, 
convenient food.”

Empanadas, Alex explains, are 
either baked or deep fried, and 
normally fi lled with pino, a meat based 
fi lling with spices, onions, hard-boiled 
egg, olive and raisins. And not always 
in consistent proportions, he adds; 
the ratio of meat to onions can vary, 
“they’re like Christmas crackers – 
there are posh and poor versions.”

Cheese-fi lled empanadas are 
equally popular, though for Alex 
cheese is best in the deep-fried 
variety, as once molten it serves as 
a perfect contrast for the crispy fried 
pastry. As the food world has evolved, 
so has the empanada, says Alex; 

thousands of new varieties have 
sprung up with such diverse fi llings as 
prawns, cheese, chicken, and even 
crab, but also catering to modern 
dietary requirements and offering 
vegetarian, wholegrain, and gluten-
free varieties. 

When Alex fi rst arrived in the 
Falklands and turned to at the Upland 
Goose Hotel. One of his fi rst jobs there 
was to make 300 odd empanadas 
and under the tutelage of Vi Felton, 

tweaked them to suit local tastes 
(more spice and no olives).

Alex, Chef Patron at the Waterfront 
Kitchen Café, says there’s no one 
secret to making empanadas, but it 
is important to use good quality beef 
that’s not too fatty. The pastry, a hot 
water pastry, differs depending on 
whether it is to be fried or baked, and 
although some enrich it with eggs 
or milk, it remains relatively simple. 
A dash of white wine, he says, will 

Ode to an empanada:

Falklands societyFalklands society

Oven-baked empanadas.    Pic: Wikimedia Commons
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however make the fried pastry go that 
little bit crispier. As a last pointer, Alex 
suggests that empanadas should 
not be too saucy to prevent leakage 
during cooking.

Excessive sauce does not seem 
a particular concern of Narrows Bar 
owner Guillermo Baigorri, who readily 
admits that he likes his to drip with 
juices. Paraguayan born Guillermo 
moved to Chile as a child and although 
much of the food his family ate at 
home retained a Paraguayan fl avour, 
empanadas were just as present 
in his formative years. He specially 
remembers them as something that 
was eaten on Sundays, having been 
bought from street stalls after coming 
out of church, “sometimes that would 
be our Sunday lunch,” he recalls.

The empanada, says Guillermo, is 
a prime example of Criollo culture; 
the unique mixture of European and 
indigenous cultures that permeates 
Latin America. As such, most, if not 
all, Latin American countries have 
some sort of version of the empanada, 
“and they all think it’s theirs,” he jokes. 
The reality, says Guillermo, is that like 
those countries the empanada is still 
evolving. New waves of immigration 
have brought new fl avours, but the 
Chilean identity remains. In any 
case, the traditional empanada 
during the Fiestas Patrias remains an 
“untouchable institution.”

As to what makes an empanada 
special, for Guillermo it’s the fi lling; 
the roughly-chopped onion, and the 
sweet of the raisins contrasting with 
the savoury of the meat and the 

paprika and cumin. But it must be nice 
and juicy, he says, “I like the juices to 
be running down my arm as I eat it.”

Adela Candelaria agrees that 
empanadas must be moist, dripping 
almost. Adela, who sells cakes, 
pastries, and, of course, empanadas 
through her Facebook page, Adele’s 
Sweet Corner, has been making 
empanadas since she was 13.

Growing up in the Chilean Camp, 
she too remembers helping her 
mother to make them. Mutton leg 
was the meat of choice and, in the 
absence of a hand grinder (much less 
an electric one), it was painstakingly 

symbol of a culture

sliced with a knife. Adela took to 
cooking and baking and she was in her 
twenties when she fi rst started baking 
commercially from her home, “at fi rst 
it was just to sell to neighbours, who 
had said they’d liked my empanadas, 
and after that it just grew…”

Empanadas were to serve her well 
during her fi rst years in the Falklands 
at Sea Lion and, in particular, Carcass 
Lodge; there they provided an useful... 
pre-prepared meal for guests on days 
on which baking for cruise ship visitors 
monopolised her time. Since she has 
started selling them in Stanley, she 
admits being somewhat surprised at 
how popular they are here, and at 
the fact that her main customers are 
Brits and locals who order them by the 
dozen.

Cakes and pastries are her passion, 
she says, but one way or another 
she cannot escape empanadas, 
“sometimes I feel I want to get away 
from them… but they won’t leave me 
and I won’t leave them”.

There is no single key to empanadas, 
says Adela, noting that even within 
Chile itself they are very varied; they 
tend to be baked and have more 
onion in the North, whereas in the 
South people tend to prefer them fried 
and with more meat. “Both types are 
good,”, she notes, “as long as the pino 
is juicy…  What is important are the 
basic fl avours; the cumin, the paprika; 
the oregano.” 

Part of what makes them special, 
she notes, is that they’re so forgiving 
of new varieties, and Adela herself 
has experimented with pasty-like 

Below: Adela “No two persons empanadas are the same”.
Guillermo “Empanadas are an example of Criollo culture”.

Above: Alex “Empanadas are a part of who we are”.

Falklands societyFalklands society
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fi llings of meat and swede. But those 
three elements, she insists, remain 
key in the classic empanadas. 

Not that other elements haven’t 
changed; Adela recalls how in 
her childhood empanadas were 
cooked with beef or mutton dripping; 
something which has long since fallen 
out of favour.

Tricks and tips abound, such as pre-
cooking onions to avoid them causing 
indegestion, but ultimately, the fl avour 
cannot be replicated from one baker 
to another, “everyone uses the same 
ingredients,” says Adela, “but no two 
persons’ taste the same.” 

So much so, in fact, that other 
people’s empanadas are well known. 
One name, however, repeatedly crops 
up: Carlitos.

Carlos Fajardo, or Carlitos as he 
is known, is the chef at Government 
House and, apparently, well known 
among the Chilean community 
for his empanadas.  It was his 
empanadas that guests ate at the 
Chilean Independence reception at 
Government House on September 
18 and for him, they are a key part 
of the day’s celebrations, “there is no 
September 18 without empanadas,” 
he concludes.

Carlos’ empanada story is much 
the same as any other’s. He too 

learned to make them as a teenager 
from his mum, and, despite the many 
variations that now exist, for Carlos 
it is the traditional pino empanada 
that is the best and original, and an 
indelible aspect of Chilean culture. 
“They’re eaten the year round, but 
they’re the number one icon of any 
Chilean celebration; there is no party 
in Chile without empanadas and a 
pisco sour.”

The name of Ramon Miranda, crops 
up without fail when discussing local 
empanada bakers too. Ramon, who 
passed away days before this year’s 
independence day celebrations, was 
known for his empanadas and for 
years sold them locally. His daughter, 
Carmen, notes how on hearing of his 
passing, previous customers spoke 
fondly of Ramon’s empanadas in 
delivering their condolences to her 
and her brother, Boy.

Ramon indulged his customers’ 
preferences, says Carmen, making 
sure to make the meat fi lling separately 
and then adding sultanas, egg, and 
olives as per each customer’s order, 
“we were also his special customers 
as we liked them without sultanas and 
olives so for ours’ he always twisted 
up one corner of the empanada into 
a little point so we knew which ones 
were for us… they were about the 

best I’ve tasted.”
Ramon enjoyed eating them as 

much as he did baking them, she 
recalls, “he liked them fresh from the 
oil and scorching hot washed down 
with a glass of vino.”     

 R Cordeiro

Above: Ramon, he liked his 
empanada scorching hot and 
washed down with a glass of vino. 
(Pic: courtesy of Carmen Miranda)
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REX Eagle  is a Falklands antique 
collector and one-man antique 
roadshow. In his house are antiques, 
oddities, pieces of glass and 
earthenware in every corner. From 
Christmas pudding bowls and Stilton 
jars on the kitchen shelves, to large 
Chinese-style vases on the landing, 
meat paste dishes in the offi ce, and 
ebony African idols in the lounge. 

In an environment such as the 
antiques world, where aesthetics 
come a distant second to monetary 
value thanks to the surge in antique 
and auction television shows, Rex 
remains driven by quirkiness rather 
than the investment potential of the 
trinkets he buys.

“I generally don’t pay a lot for them, 
so value isn’t a big deal, he says.

Rex’s love for antiques began during 
his fi rst year as a teacher in his home 
country of New Zealand. The school 
he worked at was in a farming district, 
and one day during an animal show 
and fair at the school he happened 
across an old milk bottle on one of 
the exhibiting stands. Fascinated, he 
asked the people at the stand where 
it had come from. They pointed him 
towards an orchard on their farm 
and invited him to go and have a dig 
around himself. He did just that, and 
thus began  a life’s passion.

Some of Rex’s most productive 
collecting days have been in the 
Falklands, particularly during the time 
he worked for a local construction 
company,  “I should have paid them,” 
he recalls.

While digging on reclaimed parts 
of the sea-front, Rex would pick up a 
spade and turn to digging for treasure 
when his co-workers picked up their 
coffee mugs during their breaks. 
When they left for the day in the 
evening, Rex would stay behind and 
dig his spade in once again. 

The role of the Falklands as resting 
point in the Cape Horn days has given 
the Islands a bounty disproportionate 
to their size, says Rex, “we had many 
different ships coming out of many 
different places, and this was the last 
place they came to for various reasons, 
so their cargo came ashore...” A prime 
example is the large Waterlow & Sons 
ink bottles, which were salvaged from 
a wreck in their original packaging 
(boxes fi lled with sawdust) and 
are now found throughout many a 
Falkland household with intact labels 
- a relative rarity.

Rex is the fi rst to admit that the 
collection is, at times, random. A 
football-sized block of obsidian (found 
by Rex’s father and brother in New 

Zealand while digging a fence post 
hole), sits next to a framed antique 
map resting against the wall. Slung 
over the map’s frame are Rex’s prize 
sashes from New Zealand bottle and 
antique shows and seashell garlands.

There is also method in the 
mayhem, and Rex’s trove includes 
some unusual collections. Like his 
shelf of glazed soy pourers and stone 
topped ginger jars, left in abandoned 
Australian mine camps by long-since 
gone Chinese workers;  or his many 
delicate small ink bottles, purposely 
snipped at the neck to leave a rough 
edge for the cork to dig into. 

But there are two particular 
collections that bring out Rex in a 
palpable sense of pride. The fi rst is 
glass, and he seems as fascinated by 
the shapes into which it is moulded as 
the material itself - he is quick to point 
out that glass is technically not a solid 
but a super-cooled liquid, as can be 
seen in old window panes that bulge 
at the bottom. 

Rex’s collection of glass 
encompasses dozens of patent 
medicine bottles in wonderful shapes 
and colours that once held Victorian 
embrocations, elixirs, and tinctures 
promising to cure all manner of 
ailments. “They were probably a lot 
of water, some alcohol, and food 
colouring,” he says.

Such a collection is not built up 
without considerable background 
knowledge. When it comes to glass 
bottles, Rex knows every bit from lip 
to pontil, a knowledge that has earned 

him a place as the Museum’s one-
man antiques roadshow.

Rex is also, world famous in the New 
Zealand world of bottle collectors. His 
collection  of New Zealand-branded 
glass baby-feeders is the biggest that 
is known, “and I only have 16. They’re 
incredibly hard to get hold of.”

The New Zealand antique scene 
is one is one Rex knows intimately; 
he served as the Auckland Bottle 
Club president for some time, and 
still keeps in contact and returns for 
shows when he can. 

For all his love of all things glass, 
Rex holds a special place in his heart 
for his collection of meat paste dishes.

These dishes, he explains, were 
once a seaside treat to be savoured 
solely on holiday. It was only following 
the advent of the rail network in Britain 
that these became a widely available 
delicacy and the pottery dishes gave 
way to packaging that lent itself better 
to mass production. 

That unlikely symbol of a bygone era 
now has pride of place in Rex’s home 
offi ce, the precious baby feeders on 
one side and a rainbow of medicine 
bottles on the opposing window sill.

Of all his varied and beautiful 
antiques, Rex picks not the oldest or 
the most valuable as he poses for the 
obligatory photo, but an unassuming 
meat paste dish. This one, he explains 
with boy-like glee, is relatively rare, for 
it has red ink instead of blue. “I don’t 
even know why I like them so much,” 
he laughs, “I’m a vegetarian”.

R Cordeiro  

The bottle whisperer

Eagle-eyed: Rex holds a relatively rare red specimen from his vast 
collection of meat paste dishes
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FALKLANDS residents and the 
British Forces welcomed with open 
arms a Football Association (FA) 
representative team visit in November. 
Described as a ‘goodwill’ visit  the 
young team played two football 
matches, one against the Falkland 
Islands national team (resulting 3-1 
to the FA) under the management of 
Troyd Bowles and one against the 
British Forces South Atlantic Islands XI 
(3-2 to FA) under the management of 
Andy Keen.  The FA team participated 
in coaching sessions with the schools 
in the Islands much to the delight of all 
the students who quickly became fi rm 
fans of the team.
Islander Wayne Clement scored the 
Falklands’ goal with Ibrahim Olutade, 
Johnathan Lacey and Alex Paine 
scoring for the FA.
In the FA match against the British 
Forces Chris Hurton scored two. Liam 
Ferdinand scored two for the FA and 
Mitchell Parker scored a third.

The visit was arranged through 
discussions between the Falklands 
Government, the UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Offi ce and the 
Ministry of Defence, alongside the 
Football Association.

A tournament of friendship

Top: The Falkland Islands team and 
the FA Representative team trained 
together in advance of the matches. 
Above right: Claudio ‘Cleggs’ Ross 
chases down an FA player.
Right: Youngsters were big fans 
of the young FA players. Harry 
Curtis (St Pauls FC, Jersey) signs 
autographs for young Islanders. 

The front cover of the Newsletter 
shows Falklands and FA players.
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THE front runners at the start of the annual Falkland Islands Community School 3k Tumbledown Run took place 
in hot weather in December. The winner was well known young athlete Hamish McKee in 15.36, second Malachi 
Budd and third Jose Aguilar Castro. The fi rst girl was Flora McKee who was also sixth overall, second Fatima 
Uqaili and third Marvis Chipunza.

Above: Falklands youths compete 
in the Stanley Sports Association 
Christmas race meeting.
Right: Skilled woolhandler Pilar 
Castro throws a shorn fl eece at 
the Falkland Shears shearing 
and woolhandling competition in 
December. Pilar took second place.
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ON December 19, 2018 the Falkland 
Islands Government Air Service 
(FIGAS) celebrated 70 years of 
service to the Falkland Islands 
community; unique and valuable 
service which progressed from 
humble beginnings. Islander 
Vernon Steen takes up the story.

FIGAS was born of a suggestion 
from Governor Sir Herbert Henniker-
Heaton in 1938 and nurtured through 
until 1942. Sadly, due to the Second 
World War and the economic downturn 
which followed, the idea was shelved.  

In November 1946 Governor  Miles 
Clifford (later Sir Miles Clifford), 
struggling with the same issues as his 
predecessor -  the isolation of people 
living in the outlying settlements on 
East and West Falkland - had a small 
incident which lead to an idea.

On a rough passage to South 
Georgia a box of books crashed to 
the fl oor of his cabin and a Readers 
Digest magazine just happened to fall 
open at an article on the Flying Doctor 
Service in Australia (which became 
Royal FDS in 1955). This was possibly 
the moment which produced the idea 
of an air service for the Falkland 
Islands.  

With a considerable amount of war 
surplus the call went out for a suitable 
aircraft to fi t that very purpose, 
together with a call for support staff.  

These appeared in the Islands in the 
latter part of 1948 in the shape of two 
Austers, a Mk4 and Mk5, registered 
G-AJCI and G-AJCH (later to become 
VP-FAB & VP-FAA respectively) 
together with former Royal Navy 
pilot Vic Spencer and an engineer, 
Maurice Smith.  Working in the great 
outdoors at the west end of Stanley 
Racecourse one of the aircraft was 
assembled and a successful test fl ight 
carried out on 19 December 1948 in 
conditions described as, “sun shining 
in a clear blue sky.”

The service was rapidly initiated. 
On Christmas Eve 1948 a young 
girl, Sandra Short, was medically 
evacuated from North Arm in G-AJCH 
suffering from acute appendicitis. It 
was the evidence, if any was needed, 
that the service was a necessity in this 
widely scattered community. 

Incidentally, the BBC commissioned, 
and broadcast, a radio play about 
the event which provided welcome 
positive publicity in the Islands. 

During the early years the fl edgling 
service suffered a few spills, as 

the areas at the settlements used 
for landing were often unprepared 
paddocks.

Following an accident VP-FAA was 
sent to the UK for repairs and while 
there was fi tted with fl oats which 
proved a forerunner to the success of 
the future of FIGAS.  During this period 
a further engineer, Dave Jones, joined 
the maintenance crew.

In 1949 Governor Clifford in his 
role, also as Governor of the Falkland 
Islands Dependencies Survey (FIDS), 
faced a situation in Antarctica. One 
of its bases, Marguerite Bay, due 
to particularly heavy ice during the 
previous season, had not been 
relieved.  

For this a Noorduyn Norseman V 
fl oatplane was purchased new by 
FIDS to facilitate the rescue, as some 
of the personnel needed medical 
attention. 

On completion of the rescue the 
aircraft was purchased by the Falkland 
Islands Government to enhance its 
operation. A further Auster Mk5 VP-
FAC also fi tted with fl oats was added 
to the fl eet (ex FIDS) in 1951. At about 
this time, a person many of the older 
generation will remember, joined the 
team. His name was Jim Kerr. Jim 
remained with FIGAS until 1980, 
with the latter part of his employment 
as the fi rst Director of Civil Aviation. 
His successor Gerald Cheek took up 
this position from May 1980 until his 
retirement in December 2001.

In 1953, FIGAS was looking to 

replace its fl eet as the continuous 
operation on salt water was causing 
corrosion to the tubular steel struts 
that made up the Auster & Norseman 
airframes. Both aircraft types were 
fabric covered over a tubular steel 
frame. The replacement aircraft 
selected was the De Havilland 
(Canada) DHC-2 Beaver.  

Over the years numerous De 
Havilland (Canada) DHC-2 Beavers 
were purchased by the Falkland 
Islands Government Air Service 
and operated in a commercial role 
in the Falklands. The following fl ew 
during the period 1953 and 1982, 
VP-FAE (actually VP-FAF), VP-
FAG (no registration letters worn but 
incorrectly referred to as ‘FAF’), VP-
FAH, VP-FAK, VP-FAL, VP-FAT and 
VP-FAV. This type was to prove so 
successful that it fl ew in service in the 
Falklands until 1985. However, this 
was in the latter years supplemented 
by an aircraft that was to prove just 
as successful and would bring the 
service into the 20th century - the 
BN-2 Islander.  

During the 1950s a young Falkland 
Islander Ian Campbell joined the 
Service training as a pilot. He 
completed his training in Hamble, 
Hampshire, England and commenced 
fl ying commercially in the Falkland 
Islands in April 1957.  Maurice Smith 
and Dave Jones remained as the 
only Aircraft Engineers until their 
retirement in 1968/69. This element of 
the service was, on their retirement, 

The Government Air 
Service 70 years old

De-Havilland DHC-2 Beavers VP-FAT, left, and VP-FAV are seen moored 
on the sunlit waters of Port Howard in the 1970s (Pic: Aird Archives)
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taken over by technicians with Beaver 
experience seconded from the RAF. 

Generally, RAF personnel served a 
one-year contract with the option to 
extend to a second year and most did. 
Many names will be remembered but 
are too numerous to mention in this 
short appraisal.

The RAF services ended when 
Chief Techs Robbie Robson and Keith 
Stuart were deported in mid-April 
1982 during the Falklands War. At this 
time the aircraft maintenance element 
moved into civilian hands when John 
Coutts and Vernon Steen completed 
their Licensed Aircraft Engineer exam 
at Perth in Scotland and gained the 
necessary knowledge and experience 
to the satisfaction of Gerald Cheek 
the Director of Civil Aviation.  

A second Falkland Island pilot, 
Eddie Andersen, commenced fl ying 
with FIGAS in 1979. 

Between 1983 and 1987 Mike 
Goodwin, Paul Robertson and Ian 
McPhee completed training in the UK 
and returned to take up positions as 
pilots. Paul is still fl ying with FIGAS 
today.

The next era of land based aircraft 
the Britten-Norman BN-2A Islander, 
commenced service in the Falklands 
in 1979, operating from prepared 
grass airstrips. 

The fi rst, VP-FAY was fl own from 
the UK and arrived in the Falklands 
from Rio Gallegos, Argentina on 
October 4, 1979. Following a period 
of crew training and assessment 
of the airstrips, under the watchful 
eye of Andy Alsop, the land based 
Islander was phased into service in 
support of the two DHC-2 Beavers. 
This improved service was very much 
welcomed by the travelling public and 
operator alike. As time progressed 
the Islander was to prove far more 
effective and effi cient to operate 

against the ageing stalwart DHC-2 
Beavers.  

Sadly, the Falkland War of 2 April - 
14 June 1982 saw the demise of the 
two DHC-2 Beavers VP-FAT and VP-
FAV and also BN-2A Islander VP-FAY, 
as all three were severely damaged 
or destroyed as a result of actions 
related to the war. 

During April 1982 BN-2A Islander 
VP-FAY was regularly used by the 
Argentine Air Force to fl y to various 
settlements to create the impression 
of a return to normal inter-island 
services. Such fl ights ceased on May 
1, 1982 when VP-FAY was severely 
damaged by an 800 Sqn Sea Harrier 
FRS.1 attack on Stanley Airport.  

Attempts by the Argentine Air Force 
to use the FIGAS Beavers were 
thwarted by a combination of local 
non-cooperation and the Argentine 
lack of experienced fl oatplane pilots 
and associated service personnel.

Immediately post war, due to the 
lack of serviceable FIGAS aircraft, 
a former Argentine Army UH-1H 
Iroquois helicopter was unoffi cially 
utilised for a short time before being 
withdrawn. This was prior to the 
later acquisition in 1982 of a DHC-2 
Beaver VP-FBE bought from Canada 
to provide an interim fl oat/landplane 
(with large Tundra tyres) service prior 
to receiving two new BN-2B Islanders.

In March of 1983 the two new BN-
2B Islanders where shipped to the 
Falklands and reassembled by a team 
of engineers and technicians from 
Britten-Norman under supervision 
of the very capable Harry Jones. 
These aircraft VP-FBF and VP-FBG 
commenced operation in April 1983. 
The last DHC-2 Beaver VP-FBE was 
withdrawn from service in January 
1985 and subsequently sold to a 
company in Canada. A further BN-2B 
Islander VP-FBD was added to the 

fl eet in January 1986 followed by VP-
FBI in November 1987. 

In May 1989 VP-FBM arrived to 
replace VP-FBF which was sold 
to a Canadian buyer.  In July 1990 
two further BN2B Islanders were 
purchased to undertake Fishery Patrol 
of the Falkland Islands Conservation 
Zone (FICZ and FOCZ). This service 
had previously been carried out by a 
Dornier DO228 owned by Falkland 
Islands Government but operated by 
Bristows Helicopters Ltd from their 
base at Mount Pleasant International 
Airport.  

During the 1980s and 90s further 
locally recruited Islanders joined the 
staff, Morgan Goss, Kurt Whitney, 
Gus Clausen, Ian Smith and John 
McLeod as licensed aircraft engineers 
(LAEs); and pilots Derek Clarke and 
Roy McGill. Morgan Goss later trained 
as a pilot; today he is the General 
Manager of FIGAS. Tony Summers 
also gave long and excellent service 
to the maintenance of the FIGAS 
aircraft as did the late Terry Reive.  

 A further BN-2B Islander VP-FBR 
was fl own in from the United Kingdom 
via North and South America arriving 
in the Falklands from Punta Arenas, 
Chile, on March 18, 1992 and entered 
service with FIGAS on March 23, 
1992.

Both BN-2B Islanders VP-FBN and 
VP-FBO have now been re-assigned 
in part to undertake the carriage of 
passengers when not required in the 
Fisheries Protection role.

This was primarily to cover attrition 
as a result of accidents over the last 
few years. A further role undertaken by 
FIGAS is assisting Flight Precision Ltd, 
a UK-based company, by providing an 
aircraft as an aerial platform for the 
calibration of the navigation aids at 
Mount Pleasant International Airport 
and Stanley Airport.  

Above: Britten-Norman BN-2B Islanders, having a busy day at Saunders Islands; one of the premier wildlife 
locations in the Falkland Islands. (Pic: Mike Pole-Evans) De-Havilland DHC-2 Beaver VP-FBE running up at the 
Beaver Hangar - note the tundra tyres fi tted in 1984 and used until she was sold in 1985. (Pic: Vernon Steen)
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In recent years changing regulations 
set out by the aviation authorities Air 
Safety Support International (ASSI) 
required the fi tting of a three axis 
autopilot in aircraft operated by a 
single pilot. Recently further upgrades 
have been introduced, the most 
ambitious of these being replacing the 
cockpit instrumentation with a Garmin 
glass cockpit incorporating systems 
management for navigation, radio and 
power. 

This work has been contracted to 
Britten-Norman Ltd with the fi t to be 
completed over the next few years. 

Bringing the aircraft further into the 
21st century a new interior trim is 
also being fi tted, these works among 
others are being done locally by two 
overseas recruited ex Britten-Norman 
engineers Andy Howe and Stewart 
Bennett.

Without fi nancial support from the 
Falkland Islands Government (FIG) 
the economics of running FIGAS 
would be impossible. 

Several attempts have been 
made over the years to reduce the 
fi nancial burden to FIG but because 
of the dynamics of the operation, 
the widespread area of operation 
and a limited amount of potential 
passengers this has proved diffi cult. 

The introduction of a road network 
and a passenger/vehicle ferry 
between East and West Falklands 
further compounded this burden. 
Several studies over the years 
have attempted to resolve the high 
operating cost and introduce cost 
savings with little appreciable impact.  

The introduction of a scheduled 
service was contemplated at one time; 
this was shelved along with many 
other thought-provoking schemes, 
but when considered with regard 
to the potential market of less than 
5,000 people, which includes both 
civilian and military personnel, and 
operation to over 30 airstrips, there is 
little leeway to introduce cost-cutting 
measures that would signifi cantly 
enhance the revenue potential. 
Tourism over the last twenty years 
has had limited impact on the revenue 
stream, however the last couple of 
years has seen an increase in land-
based tourism which has gone some 
way to offset the FIG subsidy.

As staff retire and leave FIGAS 
so new persons are trained as 
replacements. Since 2002 the 
following persons have joined 
FIGAS as LAEs: Robert George, 
Lee Williams, Roger Shillitoe, and as 
pilots Andrew Alazia, Drew Robertson 
and Dan Fowler.
Accidents
Unfortunately, even the best run 
operations have the odd spill. Over 
the years, several accidents have 
happened.  The DHC-2 Beaver VP-
FAH crashed during take-off into a 

rocky shore at Shell Point in Fitzroy 
Harbour in August 1960. The aircraft 
was recovered back to Stanley and 
rebuilt and later sold to a company in 
the US. She now fl ies as N17598.   

The DHC-2 Beaver VP-FAK 
crashed on landing near Johnsons 
Island in August 1976. Sadly the pilot 
Ian Campbell died from his injuries; 
Ian had fl own for FIGAS since April 
1957. The aircraft was beyond repair.

A few months later while taxiing in 
the harbour at New Island settlement 
DHC-2 Beaver VP-FAL was caught by 
a gust of wind and fl ipped on its back. 
This aircraft was retrieved but was 
beyond economical repair.  

In June 1987 BN-2B Islander VP-
FBG was severely damaged during 
take-off from the airstrip at Brookfi eld 
Farm, this airframe was recovered 
back to the maintenance facility at 
Stanley Airport but  was found to be 
beyond economical repair and utilised 
as a source of spares.  

In January 1992 BN-2B Islander 
VP-FBD suffered signifi cant damage 
as a result of landing short of the 
runway at New Island. This aircraft 
was recovered to Stanley Airport 
and was found to be repairable.  A 
repair team from Britten-Norman was 
contracted to carry out the successful 
repair and the aircraft is back in active 
service to this day.  

BN-2B Islander VP-FBI suffered 

severe damage to its wing as a result 
of a landing accident at West Point 
Island in November 2006. The aircraft 
was recovered to Stanley Airport 
but considered beyond economical 
repair. Following the removal of all 
serviceable parts the fuselage was 
shipped to the UK and was used 
as a prop in the James Bond movie 
Spectre. Parts of the wing were also 
sent to Britten-Norman for analysis 
and assessment of the damage 
caused by the crash. The fuselage 
of this aircraft was later bought by 
Islander Aircraft Ltd, of Cumbernauld 
in Scotland. This aircraft has since 
been repaired and is being offered for 
sale as G-BNLI.  

In June 2018 BN-2B Islander VP-
FBM was damaged as a result of 
landing short of the runway at Beaver 
Island. The aircraft was recovered to 
Stanley Airport. A report is awaited 
as to the suitability of the airframe 
and wing for repair. Several incidents 
of minor damage to the wing, nose 
section particularly have occurred 
over the years mostly with the 
damage being successfully carried 
out in-house with the support of the 
aircraft manufacturer Britten-Norman.  

Currently BN-2B Islander G-BCEN 
is (at the time of writing) in the process 
of being delivered from the UK on 
lease to FIGAS for the 2018/2019 
summer season.

Top: FIGAS Norseman V VP-FAD drifting slowly to its mooring in sheltered 
waters at Goose Green, East Falklands in 1951. (Pic: Freddy White)
Above: Bell UH1H Iroquois ex AE 424 Argentine Army. Unoffi cially 
allocated the registration VP-FBD. Withdrawn from service as a result of 
previous damage to the airframe. 
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2018 marked 100 years since the end 
of the First World War. To honour this 
anniversary, the Historic Dockyard 
Museum opened the Voices from the 
Great War exhibition.

This exhibition looks at the 115 men 
and women who left the Islands in 
a bid to join the war effort overseas 
and do their bit for King and country, 
in particular the 22 men who made 
the ultimate sacrifi ce. This includes 
the eight men of the Falkland Islands 
Volunteer Force who, on war time 
patrol, lost their lives in Stanley 
Harbour.  

The exhibit looks at the lives of 
the men who enlisted, what unit they 
served in including; the Royal Navy, 
the Royal Flying Corps and the Royal 
Naval Air Service as well as what 
battles they might have faced. 

An aspect of the Great War that had 
not previously been displayed in the 
museum, was the involvement of the 
six ladies who also left the islands to 
help the war effort. 

Four women joined the Voluntary 
Aid Detachment who provided 
nursing care for the troops in Britain 
and abroad. These ladies were, Edith 
Pearce who carried out 3,458 hours 
of duty during the war, Violet Blake 
who spent the war years working in 
Birmingham, her sister Dorothy Blake, 
who was stationed on the Aquitania, a 

hospital ship that was present during 
the Dardanelles campaign, and lastly 
ME Souter, who worked in a hospital 
but also carried out air raid duties. 
Louisa Matthews was also a nurse. As 
soon as she left school in 1914 she 
joined the Red Cross. Clara Cull, also 
intended to do her bit during the war, 
however it is unlikely she saw any 
active service. 

Clara, who had been in England 
since 1913 attending a ladies fi nishing 
school, signed up to join the Women’s 
Royal Air Force, on November 4, 
1918. Her enrolment papers show 
she was only to serve with the WRAF 
for 12 months, or until the end of the 
war, whichever was to come fi rst. 
Her contract was to begin on 11th 
November 1918. 

As well as looking at the brave 
men and women who enlisted, the 
exhibition also looks at how else the 
Falklands people contributed to the 
war efforts. Fundraising events took 
place regularly in Stanley with large 
amounts of money being raised 
for British hospitals and charities 
supporting the troops. It is clear that 
the general feeling in the Falklands 
at time was one of support and 
commitment to the war effort. This 
can be seen from the Falkland Islands 
Magazine and Church paper extracts 
which form part of this exhibition. 

The paper reported any news 
heard about the men and women at 
the front, praising their achievements 
and grieving their loss of life. The 
paper also shows the dedication 
put into planning a series of Peace 
Celebrations after the war. 

A committee was formed and 
proposals were talked about as early 
as December 1918.

The celebrations in Stanley 
included a children’s party, a bonfi re 
on the Murray Heights, fi reworks 
on the sea-front, a boat race and 
2 balls (on the nights of the 21st & 
22nd of July).  There were also two 
peace celebration balls reported on at 
Darwin in the September 1919 issue 
of the FI Magazine and Church Paper.

The Past Finders youth group made 
poppies out of clay for the exhibition 
in June, these poppies bore the name 
of the 22 men who lost their lives 
during the war. They act as a fi tting 
tribute to these men and help to add 
an atmosphere of respect to the 
exhibition. 

Thanks must be given to Emma 
Brook, David Bailey, Kristy Buckland, 
The Jane Cameron National Archives, 
Falkland Islands Community School 
students and The ‘There But Not 
There’ Committee for their contribution 
to the exhibition.         

Tasmin Tyrell

Voices from the Great War
Images from the the Historic Dockyard Museum ‘Voices from the Great War’ Exhibition.



22

Remembrance

ROWS of members of the public and 
armed forces lined Ross Road  around 
the Cross of Sacrifi ce to observe the 
Remembrance Sunday wreath laying 
ceremony in November.

The ceremony, which followed 
a service at the Christ Church 
Cathedral, was a specially poignant 
one, commemorating as it did 100 
years since the signing in Compiègne, 
France, of the armistice that ended 
World War 1.

Wreaths were laid by services 
representatives, veterans and veteran 
groups in addition to His Excellency 
the Governor Nigel Phillips, MLA Barry 
Elsby and Brigadier Baz Bennett. 

 The day was brought to a close 
with a football match between the FA 
Representative XI and BFSAI

Above and above right: Young 
Falkland Islanders are very much 
part of the 100-year-old ceremony. 
Right and top: Members of Her 
Majesty’s Forces

100 years on Falklands 
remembers the fallen
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THE annual Falklands memorial 
service at the Cenotaph took place on 
the  December 8 in brilliant sunshine. 
On that day in 1914 the naval Battle 
of the Falkland Islands took place and 
the ceremony is a commemoration 
of those who gave their lives then.  It 
also honours those who fell liberating 
the Islands from Argentine occupation 
in 1982. 

Parade Marshal was Colonel Mike 
Bowles, a veteran of the 1982 War, 
and member of the Falkland Islands 
Association committee. The Colour 
Party and escorts were provided 

by Pangbourne College cadets and 
HMS President.  A Royal Marine 
Bugler signalled the minute’s silence. 
The service was conducted by the 
Reverend Dr Richard Hines, former 
vicar of Christchurch Cathedral in 
Stanley.

Wreaths were laid for Britain’s Armed 
Forces by Brigadier William Aldridge 
CBE, a former Commander British 
Forces Falkland Islands, by Teslyn 
Barkman, Member of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Falklands, by Andrew 
Rosindell MP for the Falkland Islands 
All-Party Parliamentary Group, by 

Respects paid at the Cenotaph
Alan Huckle, for the Falkland Islands 
Association, by Sara Jones, widow 
of Colonel Jones VC,  on behalf of 
Falklands Families Association, by 
Zoran Zuvic Bulic for the Falkland 
Islands Defence force, by Andrew 
Lockett for the South Atlantic Medal 
Association, by Colin Vitler for the 
HMS Protector Association, by John 
Kingsmell, for the Association of Men 
of Kent and Kentish Men; and by 
Falklands students in Britain for the 
young people of the Falkland Islands.

(Pic and article: P Pepper)

Wreath layers at the Cenotaph included Falklands students in UK.

Below: Zoran Zuvic of the Falkland Islands Defence Force,  and Chair of the FIA Alan Huckle pay their respects. 
Andrew Rosindell MP lays the wreath for the All-Party Falklands Parliamentary Group. MLA Teslyn Barkman 
lays the wreath for the Falkland Islands Government.
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FALKLANDS War veteran Mark 
Davis presented a memorial bench 
to Plymouth Railway Station on 
December 21 in the presence of the 
city’s mayor and other distinguished 
guests.

Mr Davis served on HMS Active 
during the war and is also a member 
of The South Atlantic Medal 
Association 1982 (SAMA82).

He explained that last year he was 
Club Captain of Elfordleigh Golf club 
in Plymouth. During his captaincy 
the club raised £5,000 which they 
divided between two charities, 
SAMA82 and Erme Valley Riding for 
the Disabled. Each year Elfordleigh 
Golf club raises thousands of 
pounds for various charities he 

explained.
Mr Davis said SAMA82, “very 

kindly allowed me to use some of the 
money to produce this bench. The 
inspiration for the design is taken 
from some of the plaques that are 
located at the SAMA82 memorial in 

the National Memorial Arboretum in 
Staffordshire.”

He said: “The plaques on the 
bench were chosen as they are 
not only keeping the memory of the 
confl ict alive but provide an overview 
of key moments of the confl ict and 
the distance that we had to travel to 
liberate the Islands.” 

The location of the bench is the 
muster point of Royal Naval new 
entrants as they arrive for their initial 
training. 

Mr Davis  added: “It is hoped that 
whilst they wait to be picked up, 
they will view the bench and begin 
to understand the complexity of 
the Falkland Confl ict and take this 
forward into their military career.”

Falklands war memorial bench

The bench at Plymouth Railway 
Station

The Falklands story

THE latest edition of the Falkland 
Islands Journal, Volume 11 (Part 2) 
has something for everyone in its 237 
pages. 

Edited by Professor Jim McAdam 
to his usual high standard, it contains 
articles on geology, history and 
ornithology together with the winning 
and commended entries for the 
Alastair and Jane Cameron Memorial 
History Prize. 

This edition marks the death of 
the Journal’s founder WH (Tommy) 
Thompson and contains a tribute from 
the Editor and the text of the Eulogy 
from his funeral. But it also prints at 
some length the Falklands chapter 
from Tommy’s memoirs Only the 
Foothills. 

This is a fascinating account of the 
colony in the mid-1960s – something 
of a culture shock for Tommy after 
19 years in Kenya. I was interested 
to learn that his relations with the 
Colonial Treasurer (Les Gleadell) 
were never easy – a refl ection of 
the general dislike of expatriates in 
Stanley then and of the ceiling which 
the prevailing set-up imposed on 
ambitious Islanders. 

Reporting Lord Chalfont’s visit to 
the Islands in 1968, Tommy maintains 
that the minister was converted to 
the Islanders’ point of view – not the 
impression given in the piece Chalfont 
wrote as his entry for the Dictionary 
of Falklands Biography. Tommy 
describes preparing ‘very much a 
draft’ proposal for re-settling Islanders 
in New Zealand or the UK with 
generous compensation (£10,000 per 

family): the idea got nowhere.
Tommy was fortunate in his 

Governors – Arrowsmith and Haskard 
– and he and Sir Cosmo formed a close 
partnership which was necessary 
as outside pressures on the Islands 
mounted during the 1960s. In general, 
the chapter reminds us how limited 
the prospects for the Islands were 
before the 1982 Confl ict and how they 
have been transformed by victory.

History on a vaster scale is provided 
by an article by two geologists, Phil 
Stone and Dave McCarthy – asking 
Were the Falkland Islands Hit by a 
Giant Asteroid 250 Million Years Ago? 
This is a critical assessment of an 
American academic’s suggestion that 
so long ago an asteroid crashed just 
west of the Jasons. 

After a brisk review of the evidence 
the authors conclude that the story 
(or thesis) has such ‘Hollywood sci-fi ’ 
appeal that it will not fade away – ‘just 
don’t believe it all’ they caution.

The Irish Polar author Michael 
Smith discusses the rival claims 
of Edward Bransfi eld and Admiral 
Bellingshausen to have fi rst sighted 
Antarctica and concludes, with 
justifi cation, that the honour goes to 
Bransfi eld.

David Luxton, writing from New 
Zealand, contributes two articles 
of reminiscence, describing his 
childhood in Stanley and his job with 
the Government Wireless Station. 
‘Circling the Whalebone Arch’ 
describes the buildings of central 
Stanley and the families who lived 
there in the late Fifties and has a 

nostalgic charm seen through young 
David’s eyes. 

For ‘Primitive Signals’, the author 
has collected memories from many of 
his colleagues in the Wireless Station 
to give a detailed account of contacts 
between Stanley and the rest of the 
world.

Robin Woods, the doyen of 
Falklands ornithologists, gives a 
full account of the fi rst marking and 
ringing of birds in the Islands. 

Stephen Palmer has studied 
naval communications in the South 
Atlantic in the 1950s and 60s and 
supplemented the memories of Ken 
Randall, a naval communicator, 
with careful research in the British 
Archives, fascinating footnotes and 
the comments of other veterans.

Bill Featherstone introduces 
extracts from the photo-album of Dean 
Brandon which has been purchased 
by the Friends of the Museum and 
JCNA – many of the pictures are 
faded but hopefully the restorers will 
be able to refresh them.

There are valuable reports from 
the Museum, the Archives and the 
Dictionary of Falklands Biography. 
Finally the entries for the Cameron 
History prize offer their fascinating 
glimpses of family histories – Kirsty 
Lewis’s winning essay on ‘The History 
of the History of the Falkland Islands’ 
will intrigue every reader of the FIJ.

Copies are available from the Editor: 
jim.mcadam@falklandislandsjournal.
org                     David Tatham CMG

Varied menu for Falkland 
Islands Journal 2018
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Obituaries

Naturalist artist photographer Ian Strange
NATURALIST, author, artist and 
photographer who championed 
wildlife in the Falklands Ian Strange 
aged 84 died in September last year. 
He was also a one-time mink farmer 
who championed sustainable land 
management and wildlife conservation 
in the Falkland Islands from the 1960s 
onwards. He also applied his artistic 
skill and knowledge of the Falklands 
to work as a Crown Agents stamp 
illustrator and he was a prolifi c author 
of books and scientifi c papers on the 
natural history of the islands.

In 1959 Mr Strange was recruited 
by the Hudson’s Bay Company for 
the Falkland Islands Company to 
go to the region and operate a mink 
farm, with the aim of diversifying the 
local economy from dependence on 
sheep. He had farmed the stoat-like 
mammals in Britain and threw himself 
enthusiastically into the task, but the 
operation proved uneconomic, and 
on winding up the project in 1965 he 
personally supervised the complete 
extermination of a species from the 
Falklands. Had any of the mink under 
his charge escaped into the wild, 
the consequences would have been 
disastrous for the bird population.

Mr Strange knew on arrival in the 
Falklands that he would become 
immersed in the landscape and natural 
history. Soon he began recording sea 
lion and fur seal colonies. He acquired 
a 10-ton cutter, Gleam, which he 
used to survey the coast and many 
uninhabited offshore islands.

Later, using a photographic 
aerial survey technique which he 
pioneered for counting large colonies 
of mammals and birds, he began 
to make recommendations to the 
Falkland Islands Government on 
matters of wildlife and conservation 
importance.

During the late 1960s and the 1970s 
the worsening relations between 
Argentina and the Falklands caused 
Mr Strange to foster as many links 
as he could with international wildlife 
organisations in the hope that the 
land protections he tried to have 
introduced into legislation might 
have better hope of being secured 
in the event of any handover of the 
Falklands to Argentina. To this end 
he enlisted the support of many of the 
leading international conservationists 
of his day, such as Sir Peter Scott, 
Christopher Cadbury (of the Royal 
Society for the Protection of Nature) 
and Richard Laws (later Director of 
the British Antarctic Survey).

After a 22,000-mile Land Rover 
trip in 1967 through the Americas, 
starting in the Falklands and ending in 
New York, he met the cruise operator, 
Lars Lindblad, and persuaded him 

to include the Falklands in his new 
venture, which was to take a small 
passenger vessel to the Antarctic 
Peninsula. In 1972, with Roddy 
Napier of West Point he was able 
to buy New Island on the far west of 
West Falkland.

This was the perfect platform to 
demonstrate how wildlife could be 
managed and studied in a reasonably 
pristine state, and Mr Strange 
encouraged research into all aspects 
of natural history and conservation 
as well as establishing the fi rst small 
shore-based eco-tourism operation 
on the Falklands. To protect the 
reserve and its projects in perpetuity 
after a long and protracted struggle, 
he founded and developed the New 
Island Conservation Trust, a UK 
Registered Charity.

He published his fi rst book, The 
Falkland Islands, in the David & 
Charles Islands series in 1972. The 
book was thoroughly revised in 1981.

Mr Strange subsequently produced 
10 more books (some with his 
daughter, Georgina) on Falklands 
wildlife, nature and the beauty of 
people and landscapes through 
photography. He published many 
popular articles on Falklands wildlife 
in high-profi le magazines and most 
of his research passed peer-review 
scrutiny to be published in appropriate 
scientifi c journals. Ian John Strange 
was born on July 20 1934 at Market 
Deeping in Lincolnshire, the son of 
Leonard and Vera (née Corfi eld). He 
attended secondary modern school 
in Wolverhampton, then studied 
at Wolverhampton College of Art, 
specialising in botanical illustration 
and graphics. He completed a degree 
in Agriculture at Essex Agricultural 
College and joined the Army for his 
National Service, joining a specialist 
unit in 16th Independent Parachute 
Brigade in the Middle East.

For many years Mr Strange 
was honorary adviser to the 
Falkland Islands Government on 
the environment and wildlife and 
was asked to suggest new draft 

legislation for use in the Falklands. 
His substantive 1989 report was a 
watershed document. From 1982 until 
2013 he was adviser to the Ministry 
of Defence and the British Forces in 
the Falkland Islands on environmental 
matters. He was appointed MBE in 
the New Year’s Honours in 1992 for 
“services as Wildlife and Conservation 
Adviser, Falkland Islands”.

He was not a man to compromise 
on his principles, and although he 
was often portrayed as stubborn, 
in hindsight a wider view of his 
position can be taken. He did accept 
the need for multi-functional use 
of the land resource and did not 
fi nd this incompatible with wildlife 
conservation. He believed strongly 
in co-existence, if even for purely 
economic reasons, but wildlife was 
his clear priority.

Mr Strange was both before 
his time and ahead of his time. 
Conservation did not feature high on 
farmers’ agendas in the 1960s and 
Mr Strange’s warnings, proposals and 
recommendations often provoked 
objections or fell on deaf ears. But 
tourism gradually became a signifi cant 
new revenue source. Mr Strange 
had never opposed increasing the 
exposure of wildlife and the natural 
environment to tourism – indeed, he 
was one of its earliest and primary 
advocates. He saw tourism as a 
source of revenue which could benefi t 
farms if properly managed and 
which could and should actively exist 
alongside sheep farming.

The cause he started and struggled 
with, often alone, and with fi erce 
resistance in the early days, is now 
fi rmly embedded in the policy and 
practice of local government, society, 
and the farming and tourism sectors 
in the Falklands. Much of the work 
is now being taken on board by 
Falklands Conservation, a local, 
membership, non-governmental 
organisation that works to conserve 
the natural environment of the 
Falklands for future generations and 
which owes Mr Strange an immense 
debt of gratitude. All now follow the 
path he laid out – such is his legacy.

Ian Strange married Irene Hutley 
in 1958; they had two daughters 
and a son but divorced in 1968, and 
the following year he married Annie 
Gisby. He married, thirdly, Maria 
Marta Villanueva, with whom he had 
a daughter. They survive him, along 
with the three children of his fi rst 
marriage.

Ian Strange, born July 20 1934, died 
September 30 2018

The Daily Telegraph

Ian Strange
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Births, marriages and deaths
All information is obtained from the Falklands registry. If your child has Falklands status at birth but was born outside of the 

Falklands please let us know so that the FIA can include the announcement in a following edition, if that is your wish

Deaths
17/9/18 AUGUSTO MIRANDA 93 
yrs 
05/10/18 SANDRA KATHLEEN 
GOSS  65 yrs
15/10/18 KENNETH FREDERICK 
BERNTSEN  75 yrs 
15/1018 CHARLES DESMOND 
KEENLEYSIDE  96 yrs

IT is with great sadness we report the 
death of Colin M L Smith who was an 
owner of San Carlos sheep station 
and the wool marketing agency 
D.S.&Co (Falkland Farming) Ltd.

Colin was born in 1942 into the 
Bradford textile family of David Smith 
& Co. He had however anticipated a 
career in law, until the untimely death 
of his elder brother which was the 
catalyst for his move into the wool 
industry.

Colin married Gill in 1966 and 
they spent most of their married 
lives together at Abbey Mill Farm, 
Knaresborough where they were 
generous hosts and redeveloped 
a lovely old garden and a new 
arboretum. They have a daughter 
Jules and son Alastair.

With a long interest in both wool 
and the Falkland Islands, San Carlos 
was purchased by Colin in the 1970s. 
During the Falklands War of 1982, 
whilst managed by Pat Short, San 
Carlos became the focus of the British 
Task Force landing at Blue Beach and 
of the British fi eld hospital at Ajax Bay. 
After the war, San Carlos became 
host to the RAF Chinook encampment 
known as Kelly’s Garden and to the 
British Cemetery. 

Colin responded to Lord 
Shackleton’s report (Falkland Island 
Economic Study 1982), for ‘the bulk 
of the land owned by absentees be 
transferred to local ownership and 

broken up into smaller units’, with 
San Carlos among the early sheep 
stations to be subdivided amongst 
owner occupiers.  At this time, Colin 
and Gill also gave several islands to 
Falklands Conservation.

Colin’s career in trading Falkland 
wool covered the period of the 
Australian wool reserve price 
scheme, its collapse in 1991 and the 
subsequent Australian wool stockpile. 
With wool companies and farms 
around the world struggling, Colin 
worked tirelessly to ensure both his 
Farm Principals and other Falklands 
farms all managed to sell their wool in 

Colin Smith, tireless Falklands wool promoter

the most diffi cult of circumstances.  For 
several years he was responsible for 
marketing almost the entire Falklands 
clip and worked with Richard Wagner 
of the Falkland Islands Government 
Treasury to reset farm mortgages and 
ensure wool marketing continued after 
his retirement in the form of Falkland 
Wool Growers.

Colin’s retirement included travel 
with Gill in the Far East and France, 
looking after his two granddaughters 
and gardening, all of which was 
brought short by a cancer diagnosis 
earlier this year.              

Robert Hall

Colin Smith

Births
14/06/18 TYRA JADE POLLARD, 
to Mark and Cathy Pollard in  
Southampton UK
12/09/18 BIEN THIRDY MANALO 
NICOLAS to Tricia Sumarsar 
Manalo & Bienvenido Gapol Nicolas 
JR
29/09/18 MORGAN ELLIE 
MOLKENBUHR to Martha Jenny 
Molkenbuhr & Lee Charles 
Molkenbuhr

Marriages
08/09/18 SCOTT DANIEL FELTON 
SHORT to RACHEL MANDY 
MARSH Millenium Camp Site, 
Chartres Horse Paddock, West 
Falklands
15/09/18 TRACY JAFFRAY to LEE 
DOUGLAS BECKETT Surf Bay, 
Stanley
29/09/18 KATRINA LOUISE LOWE 
to KENTON JOHN DOUGLAS 
BENJAMIN GOODWIN The 
Narrows Bar, Stanley
17/11/18 AMELIA APPLEBY 
to KIM ANTHONY BONE 
Christ Church Cathedral, Ross 
Road, Stanley, 
25/11/18 DAVIDE RANGHETTI to 
MARINELLA GAMBERINI Bertha’s 
Beach, Fitzroy Farm
1/11/18 KIERAN LOUISE WATT  
to CRAIG JOHN THAIN Fitzroy 
Settlement (Hall)
9/12/18 ROSS MUNRO ALAN 
PETERS to TAMARA ANNE 
MCCORMICK 12 Hansen Hill, 
Stanley, Falkland Islands

Obituaries

03/10/18 AVA JADE 
CRUICKSHANK to Kirsty Nicole 
Cruickshank & Stuart Eric 
Cruickshank
30/10/18 MILO BILLY JAFFRAY to 
Juliet Hazel Jaffray & Shaun Melvyn 
Jaffray
31/10/18 ZOE POLE-EVANS to 
Donna Marie Ford & Martin Pole-
Evans
16/11/18 RAEGAN AVERY-JAYNE 
MITTENS to Mikaela Jayne Ford & 
Peterkin John Mittens
5/10/18 ÓRLAITH VIOLET 
HARCUS to Stirling Harcus & Antonia 
Elizabeth Harcus
31/12/18 LOCKY DYLAN 
FORD to Samantha Lee Hirtle & 
Daniel Timothy Ford
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Sharon Middleton warm and lacking prejudice

Obituaries

Local presence, international reach
Pinsent Masons is an international law firm with an office  
in Stanley. 

Our Falklands work covers the full range of practice areas and  
we are specialists in a range of sectors, including fishing, maritime,  
oil & gas and infrastructure.

Alison Inglis / Stirling Harcus  
56 John Street, Stanley
T: +500 22690
E: office@pinsentmasons.co.fk

Gavin Farquhar

Partner 
UK
T: +44 (0)131 777 7368
E: gavin.farquhar@pinsentmasons.com

www.pinsentmasons.com   

© Pinsent Masons LLP 2019
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THOUGH a dyed-in-the-wool Falkland 
Islander, Sharon was born in Fawley 
Hythe, Hampshire to Betty Marie 
Smith and George Hendry on 13 May 
1952.  She lived a few months with her 
father, before her mother brought her 
home to the Falklands, leaving behind 
several half-brothers who Sharon was 
pleased to fi nd and meet late in life.

Sharon’s fi rst home in the Falklands 
was in Stanley with her Grandmother.  
Those early years made a deep 
impression, and she would sometimes 
tell stories of her early life with her 
strict Grandmother and the various 
older relatives she would call on for 
tea.  

It was not long before Sharon joined 
her mother and step-father at Shag 
Cove.  Sharon loved her life in the 
Camp and sharing the free outdoor 
life with her siblings – riding horses, 
chasing sheep and milking cows.

Sharon’s fi rst job at 14 was as a 
maid in Port Howard.  At 16, she 
moved on to Darwin School also as a 
maid where her work involved helping 
in the kitchen, general chores and a 
lot of washing.  

While working at Darwin School, 
Sharon met Dennis Middleton.  They 
dated a few years before marrying on 
21 August 1971. To prove himself a 
good catch, he made Sharon some 
paddles to help with all her washing 
which she found painful for her hands.

In their early years together, Sharon 
loved to ride, and they both always 
loved to dance.  She helped at times 
with the seasonal work on the farm, 
and kept a welcoming home for all 
visitors – often with a greeting of, “If 
you are good-looking, come in.”

The early 1980’s were a momentous 

time for the Middleton’s.  In September 
1981, they moved at short notice to 
Port Howard where, in addition to 
Dennis’ work on the farm, Sharon 
was the Galley cook. Life soon 
brightened up when their much-loved 
daughter Kerry came into their lives, 
in December 1981.  Port Howard was 
occupied during the Falklands War in 
1982, though Sharon would say her 
greatest worry was the delay it caused 
to Kerry’s formal adoption.

Also in the early 1980’s, Sharon 
became a member of the Bahá’í Faith.  
Sharon contributed a lot to the Faith 
in the Islands, with her fi rm compass, 
natural warm welcome, openness, 
and lack of prejudice.  Sharon served 

on several Bahá’í institutions in the 
Falklands over the years as well as 
travelling to events overseas and the 
World Centre in Israel.

In 1986/87, the family left Port 
Howard to move to Dolphin Cottage in 
Stanley, so Kerry could attend school 
in town.

Sharon kept busy.  She helped 
Tim Miller’s fi rst Garden Centre get 
started from a portakabin beside their 
back garden at the cottage, selling 
seeds, tree seedlings and gardening 
supplies.  She loved growing things 
and was very green-fi ngered.

Sharon then started work as one of 
the just two-person social work team 
with Marilyn Hall; she was sad to have 
to take early retirement for medical 
reasons due to her failing eyesight.  
As cruise ship tourism grew in the 
1990’s, Sharon also became a tour 
guide – working or later just coming 
out to talk with visitors. 

Sharon and Dennis would get out to 
Camp together whenever they could, 
especially undertaking restoration 
projects such as the Darwin Cemetery 
and restoring various stone walls.  
Sharon loved music and singing and 
took part in the community choir when 
she could.  Sharon and Dennis were 
also very active in keeping the dance 
traditions of the Islands alive – they 
were both amazing dancers and 
so enjoyed it.  They offered several 
months of dance lessons to young 
people and new comers each year 
before the May Ball.

Sadly in 2002, Dennis had an 
accident that changed the rest of their 
lives profoundly.  Then a few years 
later, Sharon lost her leg for medical 
reasons.  Now both in wheelchairs 
they carried on with life as best they 
could.  On nice days they would 
always be out and about together.  
Sharon’s community commitments 
hardly slowed as she was a stalwart 
at the Acorns group and very active 
in Human Rights initiatives in the 
Islands, especially on the subject of 
accessibility and with the Citizens 
Advice Bureau.

Sharon sadly lost Dennis last year.  
She loved socialising so much that she 
still got out most days.  Most recently, 
she had been also been knitting many 
scarves for the Lighthouse Seafarer’s 
Mission. 

Regrettably, on 17 January, Sharon 
lost her battle with the diabetes that 
had taken everything from her.

Sharon leaves behind nieces, 
nephews, brothers, sisters, daughter 
Kerry and two beautiful grandchildren, 
Alicia and Charlie who were her world.  
She will be greatly missed.

Prepared by Margo Smallwood

Sharon with grandchild Alicia
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CONSOLIDATED FISHERIES LIMITED

“Our next generation investment, the CFL Hunter, is a purpose 

built state-of-the-art longliner – launched in 2017 she is symbolic of 

the flourishing economic growth in the Falkland Islands. 

We are committed to the long-term development of our fishing 

industry, to the sustainability of our natural resources, and 

to investing in our local community.”

100% Falkland Island owned company

www.consolidatedfisheries.com

P.O. BOX 383, RAYMAR HOUSE, LOOKOUT INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, STANLEY, FALKLAND ISLANDS FIQQ 1ZZ   

TEL: +500 22277   EMAIL: INFO@CONSOLIDATEDFISHERIES.COM

discover 
t h e  f a l k l a n d  i s l a n d s 

d i s c o v e r  p e a c e  &  t r a n q u i l l i t y

i m m e r s e  y o u r s e l f  i n  p u r e  w i l d e r n e s s

email : se.itt@horizon.co.fk  tel (falkland is.) : +500 22041  www.falklandislands.travel

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T o u r s  &  T r a v e l 

we can arrange the perfect escape for you

photos georgina strange & dan birch . design georgina strange . design in naturepp

The longest established tour 

operator in the Falklands

Tailor-made itineraries

 

Photographs by Allan White and Joe Lange
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A STUNNING set of stamps portraying 
images of the Falklands taken by 
local artists and photographers was 
released by the Philatelic Bureau on 
December 28. 

The 31p Quarry Point, Fox Bay 
stamp by  Carli Sudder was taken 
“one June Sunday morning whilst out 
walking around at Fox Bay. Although a 
bright crisp day in the settlement you 
could see the snow squalls travelling 
down the coast,” said Carli. 

The 76p New Island stamp by 
Georgina Strange is of New Island’s 
north end which, “has a spectacular 
coastal landscape ranging from 
rugged sea cliffs, where thousands of 
Black-browed albatross nest, to rocky 
shores perfect for exploratory walks,” 
she explained 

“The white sand beaches are the 
real gem of the north, however, and 
this bay is often one of the most 
sheltered spots.”

The £1.01 ‘Road to Nowhere’ stamp 
by Maria Forman was captured on the 
outskirts of Port Howard settlement 
on West Falklands. She said: “I had 

recently arrived at the farm, where 
I would be living for six months, 
and decided to make the most of 
the beautiful weather and go for an 
evening walk to explore my new 
surroundings. I made my way up the 
hill behind my fl at and was astonished 
to be met by this spectacular view 
of the striking blue inlet, contrasted 
against the vibrant green land, all 
enveloped by the open sky. It was the 
fi rst of countless walks I would take 
down the ‘Road to Nowhere’- originally 
created to lead to the proposed ferry 
jetty, before an alternative location 
was chosen nearer the settlement.”

The £1.22 ‘Towards Albemarle’ 

stamp by Ben Cockwell is the 
view from the road over Hoste 
Inlet Mountain looking East toward 
Albemarle and Cape Meredith. Along 
with Hells Kitchen overlooking Hill 
Cove it’s one of the most spectacular 
views on the roads of West Falkland 
said Ben.

Siân Nightingale’s image shown on 
the First Day Cover is taken towards 
the Blackburn River. She explained: 
“My husband Karl and I bought 
West Lagoons Farm in 2015 and are 
fortunate to be the fi rst people to live 
on this stunning farm. We have set up 
our home at the foot of Channel Hill 
where this picture was taken.”

Technical details
Printer: Cartor Security Printing
Process: Stochastic Lithography
Perforation: 13 ¼ x 13 ¼ per 2cms
Stamp size: 24 x 60mm
Sheet Layout: 10
Release date: 28 December, 2018
Production
Co-ordination: Creative Direction 
(Worldwide) Ltd

Falklands photographers showcased 
in Landscapes First Day Cover 

Philately

The Landscapes First Day Cover
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From the 

Secretary’s Desk

Association news

e: bleakerislandfarm@horizon.co.fk  p: 21084/32491

Advertise with

Penguin News
The newspaper of the 

Falkland Islands

Black and White
Full page £150
Half page £80

Quarter page £45
1/8th page £25

Colour
Full page £225
Half page £120

Quarter page £65
1/8th page £35

adverts@penguinnes.co.fk 

editor@penguinnews.co.fk

YET again, the Association was lucky 
with the weather on Battle Day, last 8 
December. 

It was dry and not particularly cold 
for the members, standard bearers 
and wreath layers who assembled to 
commemorate the naval battle fought 
off the Falklands in 1914 as well as 
subsequent confl icts.

After the parade, as has been 
the pattern for the last few years, 
we walked a short distance to 61 
Whitehall for the AGM.

During the meeting, I reviewed 
the accounts for the fi nancial year 
ending 31 March 2018 and made the 
following points:
�The Association's accounts are 
produced by BDO LLP, a reputable 
company of accountants, which has 
oversight of the FIA’s fi nancial affairs.
�The FIA has no debts, no investments 
and no property (except for a couple 
of computers).  Its only asset is cash 
in the bank so the accounts are very 
simple.
�In case, for some reason, all income 
suddenly ceases, the Association has 
a cash reserve which will enable it to 
continue for about one year. 
�The Association lives within its 
means and there was a small surplus 
of income over expenditure of £3,516.
�The main expense is the printing 
and distribution of the twice-yearly 
Newsletter (£22,306).  The main 

source of income is the annual 
subvention from the Falkland Islands 
Government for which the Association 
is extremely grateful.
(Any member who wishes to see the 
accounts in full may request them by 
email to honsec@fi association.com)

The lifeblood of the Association 
is an enthusiastic and supportive 
membership. 

To sustain numbers and to be ready 
to leap to the defence of the Falklands 
should that ever become necessary, 
we need a steady infl ow of new 
members. 

I would encourage everyone 
reading this to encourage family and 
friends to join.  

There is a membership joining 
form inside the back cover of this 
Newsletter;  alternatively contact 
the Membership Secretary at 
membershipsec@fiassociation.com  
and she will be pleased to email a 
copy. 

The more we can all do to spread 
the word and attract support the 
better. We have large quantities of 
a leafl et about the organisation and 
copies are available on request. 

Finally, I hope to meet many 
members at the annual FIG Reception 
at Middle Temple on Tuesday 4 June 
2019.

This is always an enjoyable event 
and, to apply for tickets, please 
complete the proforma enclosed with 
this Newsletter in good time.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank Members for their continued 
support.

Tym Marsh

www.i association.com
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FIA information

Membership rates: 
(Associate = student/pensioner)

Option A: membership with Newsletter posted to address
Individual Member (UK/FI)   £20
Associate Member (UK/FI)   £15

Individual Member (Overseas)  £25
Associate member (Overseas)  £20

Corporate Member                                         £50 (minimum)
Corporate Sponsor                                  £500

Option B: membership without Newsletter which can be 
viewed and downloaded from the FIA website.
Individual Member (UK)   £15
Associate Member (UK)   £10

Individual Member (Overseas)  £15
Associate member (Overseas)  £10

Name:..................................................................................

Address:..............................................................................

............................................................................................

Connection to/interest in Falklands:.....................................

............................................................................................

Tel:....................................Email:.........................................

Signature:....................................Date:...............................

Standing Order Form

Name of Your Bank:............................................................

Branch Address:..................................................................

............................................................................................

Please pay The Falkland Islands Association at NatWest, 
St James & Piccadilly Branch, 208 Piccadilly, London W1J 
9HE, Sort Code 56 00 29, Account No 24223999, the sum 
of ……… pounds on receipt of this order and thereafter 
annually on 1 April.

Name:..................................................................................

Address:..............................................................................

............................................................................................

Account no:.........................................................................

Sort Code:...........................................................................

Account Name:....................................................................

Reference to be used (Surname, First Name, Initials):

............................................................................................

Membership Application

A photocopy is acceptable to save cutting your copy of  
the Newsletter or forms can be downloaded from the FIA 
website at www.fi association.com

I wish to support the right of the people of the Falkland 
Islands to decide their own future. I wish to join the Falkland 
Islands  Association (see membership rates elsewhere on 
this page).

Advertising
The present circulation of the Newsletter is 4,000 copies. It 
is distributed to Members of the Association, all Members 
of the House of Commons, the Scottish Parliament and 
the Welsh Assembly, members of the House of Lords, 
all British Members of the European Parliament, and to 
the press, radio and television. Many copies circulate in 
the United States, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and 
other Commonwealth and foreign countries. Five hundred 
copies are distributed in the Falkland Islands.

For advertising rates and details please apply to:
honsec@fi association.com

Tuesday 4 June: FIG Reception Middle Temple,
FIA Members may apply for tickets

Date for 
your 2019 diary

The Falkland Islands Association

President: The Rt Hon The Lord Hurd CH CBE.
Vice Presidents: General Sir Peter de la Billiere KCB 
KBE DSO MC MSC DL, General Sir Michael Rose KCB 
CBE DSO QGM DL, Mr David Tatham CMG,   
Hon Cindy  Buxton, Mrs Merle Christie,
Mr ECJ Clapp MBE,   Dr R Elgood,
Councillor RE Walker, Mr Alan Huckle.

Chairman: Mr John Duncan
Vice Chairman: Mr Saul Pitaluga
Hon Secretary: Mr Tym Marsh
Hon Treasurer: Mr Tym Marsh

The Falkland Islands Association brings together those 
who support the continuing freedom of the people of 
the Falkland Islands. Its Constitution states that its 
objectives are: “To assist the people of the Falkland 
Islands to decide their own future for themselves in 
accordance with their own wishes.”

The Association is independent but maintains close 
links with many other Falklands’ organisations. It is 
a major source of information about the Falklands. It 
publishes a newsletter, which all members receive, 
covering political and social events in the Islands, 
wildlife, tourism, philately, and many other subjects. It 
welcomes interest in the Falklands and invites all those 
who share its aims to become members.

Privacy. The FIA takes care to protect the personal information 
provided by members. For details of our approach, please see the 
Privacy Policy on our website.

New contact emails
Please note the following new email addresses:

Membership queries to:
membershipsec@fi association.com

All other queries to:
honsec@fi association.com




