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editorial
by FIA Chair Mr Paul Mar nez

WELCOME to the autumn edi on of the Newsle er. For those of you surprised to see a new
author of this editorial, the former FIA Chair, John Duncan, was forced to relinquish his posi on
in early March for personal reasons leaving me, as the recently elected Vice-Chair, in temporary
charge. Many of you will remember me as the Deputy Governor from 2007-10 or from my years
on the FIA Execu ve Commi ee.
Thrust into the breach so unexpectedly and being faced with the added diﬃcul es caused by
Covid-19, the past few months have been quite challenging especially with the impossibility of
holding face-to-face mee ngs with Execu ve Commi ee colleagues.
However, I would like to thank them all for working so hard to support and advise me. In doing
so, I would like to give a special men on to our Honorary Secretary, Tym Marsh, who has worked
so diligently to ensure that several ongoing procedural issues have been addressed and resolved
while also taking the important ini a ve to change and standardise our branding. I hope you
will agree that that our new logo is excellent, and our redesigned website now looks much more
professional.
In addi on to preven ng us holding our regular Execu ve Council mee ngs, COVID-19 has
also had a profound impact on our long-planned par cipa on in the SS Great Britain’s 50th
anniversary celebra ons in Bristol. Commi ee member Beverley Verwoert has dedicated many
hours of hard work to our role in this project which includes amazingly lifelike penguin models
to accompany the superb display of Falklands’ photographs, together with a magniﬁcent Black
Browed Albatross so expertly prepared for us by Steve Massam.
Together, these will give visitors a great feel of life on the Islands. We are hoping that the easing
of the lockdown will con nue and allow many more people to enjoy this marvellous exhibit.
We recently had the very sad news of Merle Chris e’s passing. Together with her husband Bill,
Merle was instrumental in founding the Falkland Islands Emergency Commi ee in 1968 from
which the Falkland Islands Associa on has evolved. It is a ﬁ ng tribute that Bill and Merle’s legacy
will be commemorated in the naming of the new library in Stanley. Please do take a moment to
read Sukey Cameron and David Tatham’s excellent obituary on Merle in this Newsle er.
The elec on in Argen na of the Alberto Fernandez/Cris na de Kirchner government has, as
widely predicted, resulted in a more asser ve approach to Argen na’s sovereignty claim towards
the Islands. The issue has once again become very live in Argen na. Legisla on is already being
enacted introducing policies designed to disrupt the ﬁsheries and hydrocarbon sectors. Diploma c
pressure is also now expected to increase; the newly appointed Argen ne Ambassador to the UK
already sta ng his inten on to take a much harder line over sovereignty.
We shall be watching this evolving situa on very carefully and are mindful that it brings a new
urgency to the aims and objec ves of our Associa on. In this regard we should all be aler ng our
supporters to this new threat, encouraging them to join our organisa on. To make this easier,
we have simpliﬁed our membership arrangements which are described in detail by our Honorary
Secretary.
I do hope you will enjoy reading this Newsle er. We are always interested in hearing from you
with contribu ons or sugges ons for future ar cles.
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Suppor ng Falkland Islanders’ right to
decide their own future
2

The Secretary’s Desk

Decisions made in lockdown

AS I write this, the world is s ll grappling
with the Covid crisis which seems likely
to stay with us in some form for the
foreseeable future. During lockdown, the
Execu ve Commi ee was unable to meet
although we kept in touch with regular
emails and made some useful decisions
as indicated below.
Strapline. To make it clear to everyone
what the Associa on stands for, we
have adopted the strapline: “Suppor ng
Falkland Islanders’ right to decide their
own future.” This will feature prominently
on all our printed material.
New Logo. As part of crea ng a
stronger brand image, we have adopted
the logo shown on the cover of this
newsle er.
Car S cker. A car s cker has been
produced with the new logo and a
copy goes to every Member with this
Newsle er. Please display it on your
car windscreen as a way of drawing
a en on to the Associa on. Further
copies are available to anyone who needs
them; please contact the Hon Secretary,
preferably by email.
Website
Improvements.
Various
improvements have taken place to the
website over the last few months. In
par cular, the style of the website
has been changed to bring it into line

with other publicity material and to
incorporate the new logo and strapline.
Maintaining the website is an ongoing
task for which we are grateful to the
Website Manager, Tamsin Cunningham.
New
Membership
Structure.
Members are kindly requested to note
that the membership structure is due to

change from 1 April 2021. The exis ng
complicated structure is to be replaced
by a simpler system which removes the
exis ng dis nc ons around UK/Foreign,
with/without Newsle er, etc. It is hoped
that Members will assist by adjus ng
their standing orders accordingly. The
daily chore of upda ng the membership
records is me culously carried out by the
Membership Secretary, Karen Clapp who
does a great job.
AGM 2020 Owing to the ever-changing
Government restric ons on public
gatherings as a result of the Covid-19
pandemic, it has been decided to hold
the AGM at 3pm on Saturday December
5, 2020 remotely by Zoom. If you wish to
take part, please contact the Membership
Secretary
on
membershipsec@
ﬁassocia on.com no later than the day
before. She will provide the necessary
password.
Vo ng at the AGM. This year, it will
be possible for Members to vote at a
distance through the website. To take
advantage of this, Members will need
to gain access to the Members’ Area.
Some mes, Members have experienced
diﬃcul es joining the Members’ Area
so it is suggested that this should be
done well in advance. Please go to the
website/Members’ Area and follow the
online instruc ons.

Members joining a er that date will do
so under the new arrangements.
3. Newsle er. The Newsle er will
be sent to all Members free of charge.
It will also be displayed within the
Members’ Area of the website (as at
present). Members may opt out of the
paper Newsle er but will not be given a

reduc on in subscrip on. (Note: If you
have already opted out of the printed
Newsle er, your op on will con nue to
apply.)
4. Further Changes. It is hoped that
there will be no further changes to
membership arrangements for at least 3
years.

Tym Marsh
Hon Sec FIA

Membership changes

MEMBERS generously pay a subscrip on
which is an important contribu on to
the Associa on’s work as it helps to
cover running costs. The current system
has been in place for a number of years
but is complicated, with no less than
10 diﬀerent categories. Experience has
shown this some mes leads to confusion
and is me-consuming to administer.
Therefore, the Execu ve Commi ee has
decided to move to a system which will
be simpler. A clear and simple system
should beneﬁt everyone par cularly
new members. The key changes are as
follows:
1. Membership Categories. The
exis ng 10 categories are to be abolished
and replaced by only 3 - see table
2 Implementa on Date. The new
rates will apply from 1 April 2021. We
hope that exis ng members will amend
their standing orders accordingly. New
members will con nue to join under
the exis ng system un l 31 March 2021.

Annual
Subscrip on

Remarks

Individual

£20

For persons over the age of 18 years

Joint

£30

For 2 individuals over the age of 18 living at
the same address. Only one newsle er will
be sent to their address but they will each
have one vote at the AGM

Name

Corporate

£50
minimum

For organisa ons of any kind

99.8% of Falkland voters wished to remain a Bri sh Overseas
territory in the government referendum of 2013
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Over £1m paid out in
‘Covid-19 support’
THE Falkland Islands Government has
paid out £1,016,570 for Covid-19 support
measures from the total approved
funding of £8.99m it was announced by
the government in early August
The ﬁgure does not include the wool
clip purchase scheme, which is expected
to total around £2.9m. (See page 5)
The paper also secured the con nua on
of several support schemes un l the end
of September.
According to a breakdown published
in the paper, over half of the ﬁgure
(some £620,679) has been spent on the
employment/ self-employment support
scheme.
A total of £116,191 has been paid out
in the job reten on scheme, and £8,817
on the unemployment subsidy scheme.
Direct grants totalled £39,467.
The costs to Government of a reduced
electricity unit price and service charge
waiver as of July 6 were £145,931 and
£85,484 respec vely.
Retail and non-essen al
workers top support
The retail sector accounted for the
largest share of the support payments,

with 25 claims totalling £211,060.
The accommoda on and food services
sector was also among the hardest-hit
sectors, receiving £164,973 in respect
of 51 claims. Food and accommoda on
was the only sector to make signiﬁcant
claims under the job reten on/ furlough
scheme.
The construc on sector meanwhile
ﬁled 67 claims to receive £139,218.
A breakdown of the reasons behind
the claims shows that the overwhelming
majority of claims (470 out of 592) were
made in respect of non-essen al workers
who could not work from home. Claims
for such workers totalled £563,439.
Some 60 claims were ﬁled in respect
of workers classiﬁed as vulnerable by
the King Edward Memorial Hospital,
with support for those claims reaching
£124,028.
Further support
for tourism
There was likely to be con nued
demand for support measures, the
Falkland Islands Government stated, and
that further, sector-speciﬁc measures
were likely to be considered in response

to the diﬀeren al eﬀects of the pandemic
on sectors such as tourism and ﬁsheries.
Analysis completed to date suggests
that the eﬀects of the pandemic on the
tourism sector are likely to be par cularly
severe, a recent Falkland Islands
Government Execu ve Council paper
outlined.
The paper noted that the ﬁgures
originally budgeted were based on a
cau ous es mate that up to 50% of the
popula on would become infected, that
vulnerable people would have to selfisolate for a full three months, and that
only half of the two groups would be able
to work from home.
“The rapid containment of the outbreak
on the Islands is the main reason for a
substan al propor on of the economic
measures budget being unused,” the
paper concludes.
Covid-19 sta s cs
The most recent ﬁgures in rela on to
Covid-19 at the me this newsle er went
to print showed that 2,256+ tests had
been processed, with no posi ve results
received for over 100 days.

FALKLAND ISLANDS PHOTOS AND MEMORIES
Do you have any photographs, that you would be happy for us to share to the FIA social
media accounts (Facebook h ps://www.facebook.com/FIAssocia on,
Instagram h ps://www.instagram.com, Twi er h ps://twi er.com/home and the
Website h ps://www.ﬁassocia on.com
Old, ancient or yesterday – all gratefully received and happy to have regular contribu ons.
Please send any photos you are happy to share to webadmin@ﬁassocia on.com and feel
free to add short cap ons and give a clear name to be credited with the photo.
Thank you.
The Web Admin Team
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Falklands seafood faces uncertainty

THE Falkland Islands Seafood industry
con nues to face an environment of
great uncertainty, stated Falkland Islands
Fishing Companies Associa on (FIFCA)
Execu ve Secretary James Bates.
He explained: “Covid-19 is of course
a major challenge but in addi on the
consequences of Brexit are s ll unknown
but poten ally damaging, also recent
increases in costs, and the poli cal
rhetoric from Argen na and their eﬀorts
to obstruct our development have
become increasingly menacing.”
Mr Bates said market demand pa erns
for Falklands ﬁshery products were
changing: “There are some sales into
tradi onal major markets in Spain, Italy
and Portugal but volumes are signiﬁcantly
reduced, due to a fall oﬀ in demand
generally due to lockdown measures
across those countries and also because
catches for the ﬁrst season 2020 were
about 50% of last year.”
He added: “The wholesale market in
Europe and Asia basically remains shut
down. Current sales are to retail channels
or to wholesalers who are processing for
retail outlets.”
Mr Bates said the demand situa on
does vary between the key markets in
diﬀerent countries.
In July he said the it was an cipated
that some growth was expected with
hotels and restaurants reopening.
He said current prices were stable,
“with some reduc on on previous prices
in some ranges. There is an expecta on

Fishing vessels in Falklands waters - pictures by Alan Henry
that prices may decline further, between strength in mee ng the challenges we
15% and 25% as more product enters the face,” said Mr Bates.
market.”
He added: “Opera ons departments
Many buyers in the market are facing moved quickly to put in place all the
cash ﬂow issues and a possible rise in bad required changes to keep our people
debts is a concern.
safe, supported by HR and other teams
“Our marke ng teams are working to deal with the discharge at the end of
hard to keep close contact with exis ng last season, the work required in port and
and new customers. This close contact all the many tasks required readying our
with our global customer base is a key vessels for the second half of 2020.”

£1.2m paid on wool support scheme by July

SIXTY-SEVEN farms had taken up the
oﬀer from FIG to purchase their wool clip
in rela on to Covid-19 support for the
Agricultural sector in July 2020.
Some wool producers owned more
than one farm, “which is why the sta s c
may appear lower than you might
expect” explained Member of Legisla ve
Assembly Teslyn Barkman, who answered
a ques on on the subject responding to
MLA Roger Spink in Legisla ve Assembly
in July.
The propor on of wool clip being
purchased by the Falkland Islands
Government is 50% of that unsold (4,198
bales out of a total 8,593 (8,475 produced
in 2019/20 and 118 unsold from 2018/19)
71% of the Falkland Islands wool clip
was unsold at the point that the Wool
Support Scheme was launched.
Regarding the total cost of the support,
the value of the purchase scheme is
£2.513m (this is ne Stanley).
MLA Barkman said that as of July 16
a total of £1,227,514 had been paid to
farm producers. However total paid is
an cipated to be £2.9m. Two wool agents

Sheep at the West Falklands Ram and Fleece Show - Picture by Nuala Knight
had been appointed to sell the wool
purchased under the scheme - Falklands
Wool Growers Ltd and Falkland Islands
Wool Co Ltd.
The Department of Agriculture was

tasked with working on a sales plan as
well as storage, in order to ensure there
was enough space to accommodate
any unsold wool from 2019/20 and any
2020/21 transi ng clip.
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Government acts to a ract new
workers in areas of skill shortages
IN a posi ve move by the Falkland Islands
Government to a ract new workers
in areas of skill shortages the Islands
Execu ve Council (ExCo) has agreed to
double the yearly quota of Permanent
Residence Permits (PRP) to 90.
According to a paper published in early
August the ﬁgure has been set to target
3% yearly popula on growth.
ExCo also agreed to change the way in
which PRP applica ons are considered,
so that decisions are made on a monthly
basis rather than a quarterly basis.
According to the ExCo paper, the
number of PRPs issued has increased
steadily over the last four years, from 32
in 2016-17 to an expected 55 in 2019-20
(the PRP year runs from September to
September).
The paper notes the Islands plan goals
to “encourage contractors and their
families to make the Falkland Islands
their home” and “train and retain exis ng
workers, and a ract new workers in
areas of skill shortages.”
The current quota, the paper goes on
to argue, “works directly against growth
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in the permanent working popula on of
the Falklands.”
He ﬁnally proposes that the ﬁgure is
reviewed annually, no ng that se ng
a quota is a ma er of policy for ExCo to
decide, not one that requires changes in
the law.
Nevertheless, the paper also points
out that the quota may need to be
reviewed in light of the forthcoming
proposed legisla ve changes to the PRP
point system and recommends that it is
reviewed on an annual basis to ensure it
remains appropriate.
Points for children
Changes proposed in the paper also
include an addi onal ﬁve points to be
awarded for applica ons that include
children under 16 who have been
resident for a minimum of three years.
“There are currently no addi onal
PRP points awarded for applicants with
young children. Should the Falklands
wish to build a youthful, growing and
commi ed popula on, families with
young children are the demographic
that FIG should be encouraging to

apply,” reads the paper.
The paper further goes on to argue
that the change will “enable the Islands’
permanent popula on to grow as the
economy requires it to, a growth in
popula on based on families with children
who will oﬀer the age demographics
required to ensure economic stability
in the future”
Changes to the quota system and
approval schedule are set to be eﬀec ve
immediately, whereas the changes to the
points system will be conﬁrmed when
wider changes to the PRP points schedule
in the Immigra on Amendments
Ordinance are approved by Execu ve
Council.
323 PRPs in 10 years
In the last 9.5 years, 323 PRPs have
been issued, the majority of which have
been to Bri sh na onals (including St
Helena) (144), Chilean na onals (76),
Filipino na onals (39), and Zimbabwean
na onals (17).
Figures also show that since 1996,
there have been 158 PRP holders who
have taken up Falkland Island Status.

Sulivan Shipping Services Ltd
PORT AGENCY • SHORE EXCURSIONS • LAUNCH SERVICES • TOURISM
TURNAROUNDS • FREIGHT SERVICES • AVIATION GROUND HANDLING

With over 25 years of experience in maritime and aviation services in the Falkland Islands,
Sulivan Shipping Services Ltd are today providing agency, turnaround and shore excursions
to a large and ever growing portfolio of cruise ship, fishing company and aviation clients.

www.sulivanshipping.com
PO Box 159, Stanley, Falkland Islands
Tel: +500 22626 • Email: sulivan@horizon.co.fk
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Poli cs

New government old policies
THE new Argen ne government of
President Alfredo Fernandez and VicePresident Cris na Fernandez de Kirchner
took oﬃce last December. They promptly
began to undo the more moderate
Falklands policies of outgoing President
Mauricio Macri.
Tierra del Fuego
According to Argen ne law, the Falklands
became part of the Province of Tierra del
Fuego (TDF) in 2009. It pretends that the
capital of TDF, Ushuaia, a town founded by
Bri sh missionaries from the Falklands, is
the provincial capital of the Falklands. The
governor of TDF pretends to be governor
of the Falklands, and addresses Falkland
Islanders as if they were part of TDF –
which they are not. TDF publica ons
are par cularly malicious. The Falkland
Islands Government is usually referred to
as an “illegi mate” government, and the
Islanders as “usurpers”, or a “transplanted
popula on” - which they are not.
Pandemic Sta s cs
TDF even listed the handful of cases of
Covid-19 in the Falklands garrison in April
as part of the sta s cs for TDF. Argen na
oﬀered medical assistance and supplies
to the Falklands then, which might be
seen as humanitarian. But Islanders
saw this for what it was – an a empt
by Argen na to take advantage of the
pandemic to promote its claim, and to
re-establish an Argen ne presence in
the Islands. Instead, medical help was
sought – and received – from Britain.
Trea es under Threat
Just before the Argen ne presiden al
primary elec ons in August last year, the
TDF Governor-elect, Gustavo Melella and
outgoing governor, Rosana Bertone, got
presiden al candidate Alberto Fernandez
to sign a document promising to annul
those trea es signed with Britain since
the war that they believed undermined
Argen na’s sovereignty claim. Par cular
targets were the agreements in 1989
and 1990 which restored peace and
diploma c rela ons.
Those trea es included the so-called
“sovereignty umbrella” which allowed
normal rela ons to be re-established
without prejudice to the sovereignty
claim of either Britain or Argen na. And
TDF apparently believed that sovereignty
would become a subject for discussion, if
these trea es were repudiated. In fact,
the “sovereignty umbrella” had been
used on all agreements with Argen na
before the 1982 war too. It just says that
nothing in the agreement concerned
can be interpreted as prejudicial to the
sovereignty dispute. Soon a er taking
oﬃce, the new Argen ne government let
it be known that it would not repudiate
those agreements. But it has repeatedly
called for sovereignty discussions. And
as Argen na put a claim to complete

Argen ne Foreign Minister Felipe Sola with the outline of the Falklands on his face
mask addressing the Argen ne Senate Foreign Rela ons Commi ee in April. The
Argen ne claim to the Falklands has not gone away!
sovereignty over the Falklands into its exercises in the Falklands. These are
1994 Cons tu on, such discussions quite normal for a garrison, and have
could only be sovereignty “hand over” been going on ever since the garrison
discussions.
was established a er the 1982 war. But
September 2016 Agreement Broken
now Melella has been wri ng le ers of
Gustavo Melella, Rosana Bertone - and protest to Britain, the United Na ons
others - also wanted the September and NATO with the now me-honoured
2016 Treaty to be repudiated. That was falsehood that Britain is “militarising
signed under the Macri presidency and the South Atlan c” – which is complete
had restored good neighbourly rela ons nonsense. The garrison is purely
between Argen na, Britain and the defensive, and would not be there at all
Falklands. Amongst its measures, it had if Argen na had not invaded in 1982. The
agreed that there would be no more Argen na na onal government has even
harassment of Falklands’ economic claimed that these exercises breach UN
ac vity - including the Falklands ﬁshing resolu ons – which they do not.
and oil industries.
Economic Collapse
Now, that is all over.
Argen ne Argen na got into economic diﬃcul es
rhetoric over the Falklands has become as soon as Alberto Fernandez and
very aggressive. It has broken oﬀ the Cris na Fernandez de Kirchner won the
exchange of scien ﬁc data over ﬁshing presiden al primary elec on in August
stocks. It has announced vastly increased last year. They are Peronists and as such
ﬁnes for any vessel it can catch that has have a bad reputa on for economic
ﬁshed in Falklands’ waters with a license mismanagement - and for defaul ng on
issued by the Falklands. It has announced debts. So there was an immediate run
the forma on of a na onal commi ee to on the Argen ne Peso. Huge loans had
provide con nuity in Argen na’s policy to be obtained from the IMF to avoid a
over the Falklands from one government complete collapse.
to another. And it has stated that it will
The coronavirus pandemic has caused
do what it can to oppose the ﬂedgling even more damage to the Argen ne
Falklands oil industry – and prosecute as economy. Now, the economy is
criminals any of the personnel involved in completely crippled, the Argen ne Peso
this that it can catch.
is worth only half what it was a year
European Union Ac on
ago. And Argen na has forced creditors
Argen na has also approached the holding 60 billion dollars in Argen ne
European Union to try to get it to regard bonds to accept just 54.8 cents on the
the Falklands as a disputed territory dollar. Argen na s ll has to reach an
– and remove the duty-free access agreement with the IMF over 44 billion
which Falklands’ ﬁsheries products had dollars in debts.
enjoyed there from any post-Brexit trade
Open Hos lity
agreement between Britain and the EU. The bo om line is that Argen na has
And various ar cles in the Argen ne returned to an openly hos le approach
press have speculated how future post- to the Falklands. The Falkland Islands
Brexit agreements between Britain and Associa on must be on the alert to
South America could be exploited to get oppose what will inevitably be a empts
concessions over the Falklands.
by Argen na and its lobby in Britain to
Protest over Military Exercises
weaken Britain’s all-party commitment
TDF Governor Melella has also made to self-determina on and defence for
hysterical protests against Bri sh military Falkland Islanders.
Robert Jones
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Tourism: Record breaking

DESPITE being cut short by the COVID-19
pandemic, the pre-Covid 2019-2020
proved to be a record-breaking cruise
season in the Falkland Islands.
A total of 72,836 cruise passengers
arrived in the Islands, up 16.5% on the
previous season.
Stephanie
Middleton,
Execu ve
Director of the Falkland Islands Tourist
Board (FITB) said: “This was all against
a background of considerable disrup on
with 29 cancella ons, which could have
added over 9,000 more passengers.
“By comparison, there were only seven
cancella ons last season”.
Eight of the cancelled calls were due
to the pandemic, with the others being
a mix of operator problems and weather
condi ons.
While the number of arrivals on nonexpedi on cruise vessels was up 13%
to 55,905, it was the expedi on market
that grew signiﬁcantly, up 30% to 16,931
passenger arrivals.
The USA remains the main market,
accoun ng for 39% of all arrivals (up from
35% last season), with the UK being the
second largest at 11%.
There were signiﬁcant diﬀerences
between the expedi on and nonexpedi on markets. The non-expedi on
market was dominated by passengers
from the USA, UK and Canada, while

the top three na onali es on expedi on
vessels were USA, Germany and the UK.
Ms Middleton added: “It is worth
no ng that the number of German
cruisers is fast catching up the USA market
on expedi on vessels, whilst Australian,
French and Swiss passengers are also
signiﬁcant. The previously fast-growing
Chinese market contracted signiﬁcantly
this season, dropping by 26%, whilst the
Brazilian market grew by 33% and the
number of Argen ne na onals increased
by 6%.”
Out in camp, the most visited
des na on was, once again, West Point
Island, with 47 cruise ship visits, exactly
the same as last season, accoun ng for
32% of all camp calls. Saunders Island
received 23% of all visits, Carcass Island
17%, and New Island 15%.
Each year FITB undertakes a Cruise
Visitor Survey to measure expenditure
and levels of sa sfac on. This season
the average spend per cruise visitor fell
slightly from £64.89 to £60.03, however
due to the increase in visitors, total cruise
spend hit a record £4.4 million, up from
£4.1 million last season.
Land based tourism
There were 1,650 leisure tourist arrivals
in the Falkland Islands during the 20192020 season, up almost 7% on the

Daniel Biggs Falklands Outdoors is a popular new tourism business

previous year reports
All the main markets performed well,
with the excep on of Argen na from
which arrivals have almost halved in the
last two seasons.
The last me visitor numbers surpassed
this was in 2007-2008, when the Islands
celebrated the 25th anniversary of the
Falklands Conﬂict.”
She added, “the results from our
Air Visitor Survey show that total
expenditure grew by over 12% in 2019
to £4.8 million, serviced room occupancy
rates hit almost 50% over the year for
the ﬁrst me, the local air service ﬂew a
record 3,255 leisure passenger trips, and
we welcomed over 72,000 visitors into
the Je y Visitor Centre - 11% more than
ever before.”
The economic signiﬁcance of the sector
is also rapidly expanding, with almost
£18 million generated in direct visitor
expenditure, taxes and other levies in
2019 from land-based and cruise visitors.
Ms Middleton concluded that “with
the growth of land-based tourists and
the record-breaking cruise visitor season,
the Falkland Islands is showing its
increasing popularity and importance as
the gateway to the Antarc c, and a much
sought-a er des na on in the Southern
Atlan c region.”
Ra ngs
FITB’s annual assessment of TripAdvisor
ra ngs shows that overall sa sfac on
of visitors to the Islands increased in
2019. There are almost 5,000 ra ngs
of accommoda on, a rac ons, pubs,
restaurants and tours in the Falklands
on TripAdvisor, with 600 of these being
posted over the last 12 months.
However there were winners and
losers in the ra ngs. Sa sfac on
levels for Stanley accommoda on and
tours increased the most, with The
Pale Maiden, Lafone House and the
An ever popular sight with tourists
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season despite Covid-19
Waterfront Bou que Hotel performing
well, whilst Bluﬀ Cove, Estancia
Excursions and Falklands Outdoors were
the best performing tours.
There was a drop in sa sfac on ra ngs
for a rac ons in Stanley and in Camp.
Many of these are free to visit, such as the
Lady Elizabeth, Cathedral and Gypsy Cove,
so visitors have no interac on with local
guides, however they are rated on their
appearance, condi on and enjoyment
levels. Despite lower sa sfac on from
several a rac ons, there were some
notable increases, in par cular for the
Historic Dockyard Museum which scored
highly in 2019.
Ms Middleton said, “TripAdvisor reviews
provide us with an excellent indicator of
visitor enjoyment and sa sfac on, and
strategically allow us to made decisions
on where to focus resources. We want
operators of accommoda on, tours and
other tourism-related businesses to
encourage their guests to leave reviews
on TripAdvisor.”
FITB has just published its annual
Tourism Sta s cs Report for 2019, which
includes detailed data on overnight
tourism, cruise tourism and domes c
tourism. Domes c tourism trips have
grown by 20% in 2019 to almost 12,500.

Whilst lower spending than interna onal
visitors with an average spend per trip of
£56, the volume of trips taken by these
tourists and the number of nights spent
away (over 44,000 in 2019) means that
they contribute almost £700,000 to
Falklands economy.
Ms Middleton added, “Domes c
tourism is less seasonal than interna onal

tourism, and several of our self-catering
accommoda ons are kept rela vely busy
across the winter with weekend and
school holiday visitors; in fact one-third
of all spend is on places to stay.
“However, whilst the majority of trips
are by car, there was also a signiﬁcant
spend on FIGAS (local air service) of
£175,000 in 2019.”

Below: The majes c wreck of the Lady Elizabeth and Above: the Historic Dockyard Museum
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Agriculture

An island a home

FARMER, cowgirl and tourist driver;
when you work on an island in the
Falkland Islands you need to be able
to turn your hand to almost anything.
Islander Louise Pole-Evans (35) is no
excep on and in this edi on of the
Falkland Islands Associa on Newsle er
she agreed to talk about her life on the
remote, beau ful and o en surprisingly
busy Saunders Island where she lives
and works with her family.
How did the Pole-Evans family come to
own Saunders Island?
My Grandad Tony Pole-Evans moved
to Saunders Island with his family just
over 70 years ago and took up the job as
manager.
Saunders was owned by the John
Hamilton Estate at that me and then in
1987 Saunders was put up for sale and my
Grandad was given ﬁrst refusal to buy it.
By then Grandad was too old to take the
mortgage on by himself. So my Dad (David
Pole-Evans) who had lived on Saunders
all of his life went in with Grandad and
they bought Saunders between them.
Then in 2010 Grandad passed away and
he le his half of the farm to Dad, so now
Dad is the sole owner of Saunders Island.
We have just over 6000 sheep, which are
primarily for wool and around 200 head
of beef ca le. We started in land based
tourism in 1994 and we started ge ng
cruise ships around 1996.
Who else lives on Saunders Island?
Normally there are 5 of us in the winter
me and 7 in the summer me. There

10

is me, my Mum Suzan, my Dad David,
my Sister Carole and her partner Shane.
Then in the Summer me my Aun e Biﬀo
(who also grew up on Saunders) and her
husband Anthony live on Saunders for
the summer. This year it is a bit diﬀerent
with Covid being around. Anthony has
carried on and went to Scotland to work
as a helicopter pilot for our winter, but
Biﬀo decided to stay here for the winter
this year.
What is your role on the Island? Lol
general dogs body! No we all muck in and
do a bit of everything, but I mainly work
with the farm side of things, but when
we are really busy with tourists then I do
go driving when and if they need me to.
Quite o en I might be doing farm jobs
but will be around if I am needed to help
work the plane, as we have to have two
people to meet the plane for ﬁre cover.
Tell me about your typical working day?
This can vary from day to day. In the
summer me it can be pre y hec c;
but in the winter me it is much quieter
and we get to catch up on jobs. A typical
summer day can be anything from ge ng
up and 5.30am or 6am to milk the cows
and then I might ﬁt in some farm work
before mee ng a plane and then its oﬀ
driving tourists to one of the wildlife
des na ons to drop guests oﬀ for the
day before heading home to ﬁt in a bit
more farm work before going back out
to collect guest. Then I might get home
to do the normal everyday jobs, like
taking the dogs for a run, feeding the
ducks and hens and then cooking supper.

Some mes at shearing me you just
work a li le bit harder for longer.
What’s the main diﬀerence between
being a farmer on an island and on the
Falklands mainland?
I would say the main diﬀerence is
transport links. The main West Falkland
has the ferry now which has really
opened things up for the west and means
people can travel more frequently to
Stanley. When you live on an island you
have to be good at planning ahead! We
get the supply ship (the ferry Concordia
Bay) roughly every six weeks. They bring
our bulk stores, fuel, fencing, machinery
and anything else we order in. They take
our livestock and wool to the main East
Falklands for us. So if you miss ordering
something on the boat then you have to
wait another six weeks, unless it can ﬁt on
the FIGAS plane (a small aircra ) but the
freight cost on there is more expensive.
There are certainly bonuses to living on
an island; the boundary between our
neighbours is pre y awesome. We don’t
get any unexpected visitors as we either
have to pick them up by boat or have to
work the plane for them to be able to
land.
Have there been any major changes/
posi ve developments in island farming
in the last 20 years?
I’m not sure a great deal has changed
for Island farming really. One major
development is the Concordia Bay. She
has a bow door, bigger scale landings
cra type vessel. This means we have
built a temporary beach shingle ramp

Agriculture

Far le (p10): Skinning beef on the beach on Saunders
Island with the seatruck in the background. Le (p10):
Awai ng cruise ship tourists visi ng for their shore
excursion on the island. Above Louise on horseback drives
the sheep into the paddock with help from her sheepdog.
Right. A well deserved rest for Louise and her hard working
companion in the comfy Diddle Dee (low lying shrub) duringg a sheep
gather.
so that the she can put her ramp down
which means we are able to get heavy
machinery and containers onto the
island.
This means we can containerise some
of our wool on the island. Before we had
to load the wool onto our trailers, then
onto the Seatruck (smaller boat) to be
taken out to the Concordia Bay to then
be loaded onto the ship into containers.
Now we can load straight into
containers and back them onto the
Concordia Bay and away they go. Same
for livestock being able to load them
straight onto the ferry makes it so much
easier. If the sheep all run well we can
load 300 sheep for the aba oir onto the
ship in around 20 minutes.
Tourism has also increased considerably
in the last 20 years; we have now got
bookings for three years in advance.
Although due to Covid this coming season
doesn’t look to be too promising. On the
day to day running of the farm I am not
sure too much has changed. I think one
thing is we use the horses a lot less for
gathering now. Nearly all of our gathering
(bringing the sheep together) is done
with motorbikes and rovers or by foot on
the real steep cliﬀs.
Will you stay in island farming? Yes I
can’t really imagine doing anything else.
Living the dream ...well some days.
What other roles do you have? I
understand you do some commi ee
work for example? How important is
this to you?

I am on a couple of government
commi ees; either represen ng the rural
sector or represen ng island residents.
Although most of the commi ees are
highly frustra ng as nothing ever seems
to happen. I do believe it is important we
have representa on on these commi ees
and get our points of view across. I never
go with just my own thoughts on an item,
I like to get as much feedback as possible
from the rural community.
What do you do for leisure on the island?
My ideal day oﬀ is to have my dogs with
me and be guddling around with my
hens and ducks. I guess it is probably s ll
classed as working, but then a farmer’s
job is never done! We do have horses too
and I s ll enjoy working with them and
going for a ride, but ﬁnding the me to
do it is thing.
How o en do you leave the island
and go to Stanley – presumably to see
friends and shop?
I guess I probably go to town about
once every two months some mes it
is longer in the summer me when we
are real busy. It’s always good to catch
up on friends and do a bit of shopping.
Although the shops are generally pre y
good about sending stuﬀ out. Having
Messenger and FaceBook helps to keep
in contact with friends.
How o en do you leave the Falkland
islands – where do you like to holiday
overseas?
I like to try and go away on holiday every
two to three years. It just depends if my
funds allow it really. I try to go away to

see family and friends. It also depends
what everyone else is doing as we can’t
all leave the farm at once. So if Mum and
Dad are away then me and Carole have
to be home.
Have you always worked on Saunders?
No when I ﬁrst le school wool prices
weren’t great and the farm couldn’t
aﬀord to pay me all year round. I used
to get work helping out on other farms
during the shearing season. I also applied
to the Falkland Islands Government Air
Service (FIGAS) to work as a part- me
aerial ﬁsheries observer which worked in
well as I could work all summer on the
farm and then go to town and work for
FIGAS for the winter. I think I did that
for eight years. I then lived on main East
Falklands for two years and then I joined
the shearing gang for two seasons. Then
in 2009 I came back to the Saunders full
me and I don’t intend on changing my
career any me soon.
Saunders Island has excep onal wildlife.
It contains one of the most accessible
black-browed albatross colonies in
the Falkland Islands. King, southern
rockhopper, Magellanic macroni and
gentoo penguins all breed there. Many
waterbirds are found on the ponds
including silvery grebes. Saunders
Island is interna onally
recognised
as an Important Bird Area. The Island
is sheltered and has a slightly milder
climate than elsewhere in the Falklands
and as a result many na ve plants thrive
there. It is also an important plant area.
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Calciﬁed crust - picture FC

Falkland Islands big seaweed search
by Juliet Brodie
Natural History Museum
THE Falkland Islands Big Seaweed
Search is a ci zen science project that
requires the assistance of the people of
the Falkland Islands. They are currently
involved in recording 12 key seaweed
groups in the islands.
The Falkland Islands boasts an
impressive seaweed ﬂora; seeing Giant
Kelp forests from the air in 2018, before
I had even landed at Mount Pleasant,
took my breath away. Once on the shore,
the array of seaweeds in many diﬀerent
shapes, sizes and colours, and the
importance of the ﬂora in the context
of the South Atlan c was immediately
apparent. We know that seaweeds are
aﬀected in many parts of the world by
increasing seawater temperature, ocean
acidiﬁca on and the arrival of nonna ve species. Yet from our work on the
Falkland Island seaweeds there was no
baseline with which to study change.
With this in mind, the Falkland Islands
Big Seaweed Search was ini ated. The
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project is based on the UK Big Seaweed
Search in the UK, an idea which had been
inspired by the RSPB Garden Birdwatch
project. We learnt much from the
original project launched in 2009, which
led to a 2016 relaunch (with the Marine
Conserva on Society). It is on this model
that the Falkland Islands Big Seaweed
Search has been developed, and the
project is a collabora on between
Falklands Conserva on, the Natural
History Museum, and South Atlan c
Environmental Research Ins tute.
The seaweed groups that Islanders are
searching for falls into four categories.
“Charisma c Falklands” seaweeds are
chosen for their striking appearance and
include Bladder weeds, Green sponge
carpet, Iridescent Iridaea and Sawtoothed weeds. Seaweeds aﬀected by
increasing sea temperature rise include
the large kelps that the islands are
renowned for: Bull kelp, Tree kelps, and
Giant kelp. Kelps are disappearing in
many parts of the world so are a crucial
group to monitor. Seaweeds represen ng

those aﬀected by ocean acidiﬁca on are
Coral weeds and calciﬁed crusts; they
have calciﬁed skeletons like egg shells.
Put them in an acid for example vinegar
or lemon juice, and the shell dissolves.
Non-na ve seaweeds are Green sponge
ﬁngers and Green ﬂuﬀy spongy weed.
A seaweed survey can form a part of
any fun day out exploring the coastlines,
both near Stanley and in Camp. By
recording these seaweeds, the people of
the Islands are contribu ng to scien ﬁc
and conserva on research by helping us
over me to build up a picture of where
diﬀerent seaweeds are found and how
they are changing with me. Residents
are also learning how to iden fy
important seaweed species and hopefully
take away a renewed enthusiasm for
the life that is to be found across our
Falklands shorelines. More informa on
on this project, including a seaweed
ID guide and survey methods, can be
found at falklandsconserva on.com/
bigseaweedsearch or you can contact
outreach@conserva on.org. .

Environment

Wonky the sei whale

By Dr Caroline Weir
FALKLANDS Conserva on (FC) ﬁrst
commenced boat surveys to collect data
on the occurrence of sei whales in the
Falklands during February 2017.
Back then, the work was considered
very much a pilot project, since no other
ﬁeld studies focussed on this species
existed elsewhere globally.
We weren’t even completely sure which
species of whale we would encounter, let
alone whether they would be “workable”
whales that we could collect usable data
on. We could never have guessed then
how successful the ongoing project would
become, or the interna onal recogni on
it would receive as it expanded over
subsequent years.
In February, we published a scien ﬁc
paper in the journal Marine Mammal
Science, that outlines the following
events and well illustrates these points.
On February 19, 2017, FC embarked
on only their third ever boat survey in
Berkeley Sound. It was a normal day for
the me of year, with plenty of sei whales
sca ered across the Sound in foraging
groups. However, one individual caught
our a en on – it had a very dis nc ve
dorsal ﬁn that was bent over more than
90º to the right side in a wave pa ern.
In the ﬁeld we immediately dubbed the
animal Wonky in our customary a empts
to dis nguish between the animals we
are working with, and that (perhaps
unfortunate) name has stuck. We took
the best photographs we could manage of
both sides of the animal for our research
catalogue, and then moved on to the next
whales without giving Wonky much more
thought.
However, 18 months later, as part
of FC’s increasing interna onal whale
collabora ons, I received images of
approximately 30 sei whales that had
been taken oﬀ Brazil by the Projeto de
Monitoramento de Cetáceos na Bacia de
Santos (PMC-BS).
We had decided to try and compare
photographs of individual sei whales to
look for matches between the regions,
which is one of several methods scien sts
use to demonstrate whale movements
and migratory des na ons.
For sei whales, this certainly felt akin
to looking for a needle in a haystack,
since they are awkward study subjects
that oﬀer limited opportuni es for us to
collect suitably high-resolu on images of
their dorsal ﬁns.
Even when we do get good images the
animals are o en poorly marked and
diﬃcult to match. So, it was with zero
expecta ons that I ﬂicked quickly through
the images for an ini al look.
I was astounded when the eighth

The dis nc ve bent-over dorsal ﬁn of Wonky the sei whale - pic FC
animal had a familiar-looking wavy dorsal our surveys back in 2017, was our work
ﬁn. It was Wonky, swimming in beau ful on southern right whales. Nothing we
warm blue waters oﬀ the coast of Rio de had read or heard about whales in the
Janeiro.
Falklands at the start of our project had
The PMC-BS had photographed Wonky led us to expect to encounter right whales
oﬀ Rio on the August 25, 2016, six months on anything more than a sporadic basis.
prior to our encounter in Berkeley Sound.
So, it was a huge surprise in 2017 when
Over that period, Wonky had travelled we had mul ple encounters with this
a straight-line distance of 3,380 km, species during our shore and boat surveys
resul ng in a minimum swim speed of 19 from mid-May onwards. Southern right
km/day.
whales are fantas cally charisma c and
However, it is very unlikely that Wonky perfect study subjects, being a curious
swam in a straight line non-stop all the and exuberant species and with good
way to the Falklands, and we don’t know natural markings (the pa erns of hard
exactly when s/he departed from Brazil or skin known as callosi es on their heads)
what route s/he took on the way south.
for recognising individuals.
What this does tell us, and we expanded
They are also the focus of widespread
on this topic in our scien ﬁc paper, is that interna onal collabora on across the
(at least some of) the sei whales that feed Southern Hemisphere, and their recent
around the Falkland Islands during the resurgence oﬀ the Falklands has been of
summer and autumn migrate seasonally considerable interest to our colleagues.
to a wintering area that is located in
There is currently a strong interna onal
warm waters oﬀ Brazil.
emphasis on iden fying the foraging
This is important because very li le grounds used by southern right whales,
global informa on exists on where sei because, in an opposite pa ern to the
whales spend their winters.
sei whales, most long-term work on right
Most research, like ours in the Falklands, whales has been on their winter breeding
occurs on summer feeding grounds and grounds. Where do right whales spend
once they disappear from those areas in the rest of the year?
late autumn then their whereabouts is
Nearshore aggrega ons of southern
largely unknown to scien sts.
right whales in the Falklands also occur
The connec vity shown by Wonky primarily during winter.
between a winter breeding area and a
Many of us have watched the socialising
summer feeding ground within the south- groups of whales that occur along
west Atlan c reveals how important it is Cape Pembroke near Stanley and in the
for mul ple countries to work together to Volunteer Point area (and elsewhere).
implement conserva on and monitoring
Our current Darwin Ini a ve funded
approaches to protect whale popula ons project includes dedicated focus on
across their wider range.
southern right whales during 2019 and
Perhaps inevitably, we have never seen 2020, and we are working to answer
Wonky again since. But we are always ques ons such as: which component
keeping a look out. We asked people in of the popula on is wintering in the
the Falklands ‘If you no ce a whale with Falklands (juveniles or reproduc ve age
an unusual ﬁn swimming around the adults, or both), in what context (for
Falklands then please let us know, and example non-breeding socialising, or
perhaps we can add more to the story courtship/ma ng?) and how the animals
of this now interna onally-famous sei are linked with South Atlan c calving
whale’.
grounds (via gene c matching, and
Another aspect of our research that through photographic matching similar
we never imagined when we began to Wonky).
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New Business

Falklands Beerworks
a brewhouse with style

Bo ling and serving up a sophis cated Falklands beer

ISLANDER Jeﬀ Halliday ﬁrst became
interested in, “real ales and that style of
beer,” while living in the UK, but it was a
scholarship through Stanley Services Ltd
that taught him how to brew.
This was a three-week intensive
training course where he earned a
cer ﬁcate in prac cal brewing at Brewlab
in Sunderland.
On returning to the Falklands he
began brewing in a converted space in
his garage; there his ﬁrst batches were
created.
Jeﬀ explained: “The equipment could
only make 80 litres of product, but it was
suitable for tes ng the market, without
overspending on capital equipment.”
However with the purchase of a
new 400-litre micro-brewery and two
fermenters in 2012, space was becoming
short in the garage so it was me for the
business to move.
In 2015 the ‘Brewhouse’ was completed
at 60 John Street, Stanley. There the
ground ﬂoor could be used for the
brewery. This would allow the brewery
to expand its product range and types of
beer, and give room for more equipment
to be installed that would allow for the
produc on of bo led beer.
But how does the process take place?
It takes three weeks. The majority of
the physical work happens during the
brew day over an eight-hour period
Jeﬀsaid.
Primarily the grain, which arrives in
25kg sacks needs to be crushed, this is
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Falklands-centric names and the casks being ﬁlled - Pics J Halliday
added to hot brewing water which is
For ﬁve days, the temperature will
called liquor in the mash tun.
be kept constant in the fermenter at 22
It is le for one hour, when the natural degrees.
enzymes from the malted barley convert
During this period the yeast will
the starch into sugars.
consume most of the sugars in the wert.
This makes a very sugary solu on,
The by-product of yeast ea ng sugar is
which is then called ‘wert’.
alcohol and CO , which gives the beer its
The wert is run oﬀ into the brewing alcoholic eﬀect and carbona on.
ke le. While that is happening more hot
The beer is then chilled down to 9.5
liquor is rinsed through the grain in the degrees over a 24-hour period, which
mash tun bringing out the remaining makes the yeast sink to the bo om of
sugars, which are also pumped into the the fermenter; it is then ready to put
ke le.
into casks and is stored at a constant
Once the ke le is full, it is heated up to temperature for two weeks before being
boiling and depending on the beer being ready to consume.
made, hops are added at diﬀerent mes
Jeﬀ ’s ﬁrst customer was the Malvina
to give bi erness and hop ﬂavours.
House Hotel in central Stanley, “but since
Once the boil has ﬁnished, the wert is then I have sold my products in nearly
then pumped through a heat exchanger every other hotel or lodge across the
where the temperature is dropped from Islands... and of course at my own bar at
near boiling point to 22 degrees, and into Falklands Beerworks,” he explained.
the fermenta on tank where the yeast is
Jeﬀ ’s favourite beer name? “Iron Lady“
then added.
for obvious reasons.

Educa on

Socially distanced learning

A college arises
“I KNEW it was going to be a big
investment, and it has been a big
investment,” said College Development
Manager Emma Brook speaking of the
newly built Falklands College.
“But I think at the end we have a facility
that the Islands can be really proud of,
and this building is already allowing us to
do things that we haven’t been able to in
the past,” she added.
Mrs Brook feels the college will give the
Islands more versa lity and ﬂexibility.
“It will allow us to run four classes
simultaneously. We do have room to
expand. When I was looking at the
number of people we can have through
and the number of classes, I worked it
out that this building will last for at least
30 years. And I would think even more
than that before we would need to grow
any more. It would mean making sure
that we had both evening as well as
day classes, as unlike the school day the
college day is not very set.”
The building has a large entrance and

recep on area with classrooms, including
a cra -room, IT room, and large library
to the west and oﬃces to the east and a
small kitchen to the north.
Currently due to Covid-19 there are
safeguards in place; courses are limited
to certain numbers and visi ng Falkland
College is by appointment only however
people are free to visit the library.

Above: Emma Brook
Below: The IT Suite

Late friends of the Falklands Merle and Bill Chris e’s decades of ﬁgh ng for Falkland Islanders’ right to self-determina on was
recognised when the library was named ‘The Chris e Community Library’.
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Books

Falklands Facts and Fallacies a new
contribu on to the Falklands debate
THIS book by Graham Pascoe describes
itself as a refuta on of a work by two
Argen ne lawyers, Professor Marcelo
Kohen and Facundo Rodríguez – and that
is just what it is.
In 2008, Pascoe and his fellow
researcher, Peter Pepper, produced a
paper online, Ge ng it right, demolishing
the Argen ne case for ownership of “Las
Malvinas”. In 2012 they posted a further
online paper, False Falklands History
at the United Na ons, which analysed
a seriously erroneous speech by the
Argen ne UN ambassador, José María
Ruda, at the United Na ons in September
1964. In 2016 these studies provoked a
300-page book by Kohen and Rodríguez:
The Malvinas between Law and History.
Falklands Facts and Fallacies, a copiously
illustrated volume of 359 A4 pages, is the
reply to the Kohen/Rodríguez book. It is a
pre y conclusive demoli on job! Graham
Pascoe has collected Falklands-related
material from all over the world – the
reading list in Spanish, French, German,
La n and Dutch is daun ng.
In addi on he has been able to draw
on Peter Pepper’s work in the Argen ne
Na onal Archives, in par cular on
the papers of Louis Vernet, which are
basic to the history of the Islands in the
1820s and 30s. Pascoe goes through the
complicated early history of the Islands
and devotes some pages to demolishing
the myth surrounding the gaucho Antonio
Rivero. Pascoe shows that he was merely
a villain who murdered representa ves
of Argen na at Port Louis in 1833, yet he
became a na onal hero in the eyes of less
discrimina ng Argen nians – so much so
that he featured on a bank note in 2015.
Pascoe also demolishes the myth that
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Falklands Facts and Fallacies
The Falkland Islands in
History and International Law
A refutation of Marcelo Kohen and Facundo Rodríguez,
Las Malvinas entre el Derecho y la Historia

Graham Pascoe

Britain expelled an Argen ne popula on
from the Falklands in 1833, and for the
ﬁrst me ever, lists in full the 82 people
at Port Louis on 1 January 1833 – 45
people belonging to the garrison and 37
civilian residents – which scotches the
wild claims that there were 100 or even
200 people there at the me. Moreover,
he shows that the only people expelled
by Britain were the recently arrived,
mu nous, Argen ne garrison, who had
murdered their commanding oﬃcer in
cold blood and terriﬁed, robbed and
trauma sed the civilians.
One of the central elements of Pascoe’s
thesis is the Conven on of Peace, a treaty
between Britain and Argen na ra ﬁed
in 1850, by which Argen na dropped
the Falklands dispute with Britain and

during the following third of a century, by
many acts of omission and commission
(described in this book), accepted that
the Islands were Bri sh territory.
The second part of the book analyses
the legal status of the Falklands, with
par cular reference to the evolu on of
interna onal law and successive United
Na ons Resolu ons and rulings by the
Interna onal Court of Jus ce, which
together conﬁrm that the Falkland
Islanders are the holders of territorial
sovereignty with the full right of external
self-determina on.
The book concludes with an account
of the various debates on the Falklands
at the United Na ons since 1964 – it is
a depressing tale of bad history and
absurd claims which were – and s ll are
- accepted as gospel by the Commi ee of
24 and all too many third world countries.
The Argen ne customs are unlikely to
allow this book to enter Buenos Aires,
but it is so thorough and so detailed
that no serious scholar will be able to
do without it. It is probably too much to
hope that Messrs Kohen and Rodríguez
will change their views, but they may
at least be embarrassed by Graham
Pascoe’s stringent analysis of their
dubious scholarship.
David Tatham
Due to the restric ons during the
coronavirus pandemic, Falklands Fact
and Fallacies is currently only available
from the website: www.falklandshistory.
com for £95 hardback or £45 paperback,
postage and packing worldwide included.
Below: Port Louis and the plaque at Port
Egmont

Sport

Above: Rugby guard of honour. Above
Kaci Goodwin - part of Lisa Watson’s
women’s bouldering team takes on the
men’s military team and win. Below:
Table tennis doubles. Below right: MPC
on the ball. Bo om: The Basketball
court is busy

Sport wins in Stanley
v MPC tournament

STANLEY emerged victorious a er a
number of local teams and compe tors
engaged in spor ng ba le against MPA
counterparts in March.
The tournament, the second of its kind,
saw compe ons take place in: rugby,
running, hockey, table tennis, basketball,
netball, badminton, indoor bowls, golf,
bouldering, and 11-a-side football.
Chairman of the the Na onal Sports
Council Mike Summers, said, “The whole
day was a great success, with all sport
played in a friendly and compe ve
manner.
The atmosphere throughout was one
of enjoyment and comradeship.
“It was good for Stanley to get some
diﬀerent compe on, apprecia ng that
many of the MPC teams were scratch
teams on the day who had not played
together previously, but they thoroughly
enjoyed their day out.” Pics PN
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Mine Clearance

Yorke Bay: A
coastline reborn

Yorke Bay - one of many beaches and areas of land cleared by the Zimbabwean deminers
THERE are many facets to the beauty of
Yorke Bay, the white beach that stretches
along the coast east of Gypsy Cove outside
of Stanley, but one of its most fascina ng
is its ever-changing sandy topography.
Genera ons of Islanders once enjoyed
walking or horse riding amongst sand
hills or ﬂat sands that changed shape on
a daily basis depending on wind direc on
and speed. How much fun is a playground
that magically changes its face each me
one pays a visit?
Topographical
shapeshi ing
unfortunately ceases to be a game and
becomes a poten ally deadly challenge
when one’s role is to remove explosive
ordnance from the depths of the sands of
Yorke Bay.
In mid July Falkland Islands Demining
Programme Oﬃce (DPO) Programme
Manager Guy Marot took me (FIA Editor
Lisa Watson) on a tour of Yorke Bay,
where Safelane Global are nearing the
end of their demining work.
Mr Marot explained that the challenge
of clearing the middle area of Yorke Bay is
that in 1982 part of the area where mines
were laid was subjected to the des, and
mines were moved around by the sea.
“Since then signiﬁcant depths of sand
have been blown onto the area and
formed dunes up to 7m deep.”
As such the only way to be certain that
there are no mines in that area is to ﬁnd
the ‘1982 layer’ and sieve every cubic
meter of sand where the mines might be.
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Hes said: “This is done by ﬁrstly
conﬁrming the depth required, then
removing the top layer of vegeta on in
which no mine could be found and then,
using excavators ﬁ ed with a hydraulic
si ing bucket, sieve all the sand and
conﬁrm that all items that cannot pass
through the si er are safe.”
This process is carefully managed by
SafeLane Global, and heavily audited and
inspected by the Demining Programme
Oﬃce, to ensure that no volume of sand
that could conceal a mine, the size of half
a n of baked beans, is missed during the
clearance of approximately 240,000m3
(or about 385,000 tonnes) of sand in the
Bay area alone.
With the project at a point where
Armored Excavators are in use, eight
Falklands residents have been hired to
operate the machinery.
Darrel McGill, Jus n East and Keith
Heathman each operate an excavator
with a large si ing bucket that digs away
from the machine, hence pushing any
poten al mine away from themselves.
As explained earlier all the sand is sieved
and any vegeta on is dropped onto a
witness board where a Deminer inspects
for explosive ordnance.
22 mines have been found in the area.
And while the excavator and the bucket
look reassuringly sturdy, the mines are
an -tank a er all. But the operator
Darrel, and the Deminers Thomas and
Admire don’t seem the slightest bit

bothered by this worrying state of aﬀairs.
In fact they seem less interested that the
bucket could explode at any moment and
more amused by my not wearing wellies
to visit a wet beach.
Mr Marot told me that originally the
plan had been for Mineﬁeld 14 only to
be included in the project as Mineﬁeld 13
had been shown cleared in 1982.
Further detailed research by the DPO
and SafeLane threw some doubt as to
how eﬀec ve that clearance had been,
as mines had been seen 250m forward
of area 14 that could not be readily
explained by them having been moved
by drainage run oﬀ water, explained Mr
Marot.
The Foreign and Commonwealth
Oﬃce conﬁrmed that there would have
to be a survey to establish the presence
of mines and if found the en re 60,000
square metres would require searching.
A mine was found during the survey and
a further 21 have been discovered while
processing the area since.
This of course was quite a task. On the
vast area of sand where we stood on
Tuesday each machine cut a swathe of
about 6-7 metres wide from west to east,
lane by lane. “Three teams of excavators
follow this straigh orward simple
process going right to le to the sea, so
every square metre gets processed,” he
explained.
The ground is le quite rough “not
too structured; we allow nature to sort

Mine clearance

Above: One of the armoured excavators being used to help ﬁnd the last of the mines. Below: Mineﬁeld Supervisor Shame
Mapulanga, Excavator Operator Darrel McGill and DPO Programme Manager Guy Marot
it out,” a situa on known as ‘benign
neglect’.
At the same me however it has to be
le in a reasonably safe state so the very
deep ditches will be ﬁlled to the extent
that somebody on a 4-wheeler won’t end
up in a terrible accident.
But how long has it all taken, I asked.
From where I stood the task seemed like
an endless one.
This par cular part of the project
began at the end of December with
prepara ons by Safelane and it should
end in mid-October but that will depend
on the behaviour of machinery, said Mr
Marot.
How will you know you have covered
all of the ground, I wondered. The ground
was bumpy and churned with lines of
s cks with tapes ed to the end. We
had walked down one line of s cks and
it had been explained to me that on one
side of the s cks I was perfectly safe
– it had been checked – but only a few
metres to my right, the sand had not yet
been checked. It was a testament to the
conﬁdence that Falklands residents have
in the professionalism of the demining
companies and the Zimbabwean
deminers that despite my proximity to
the unsearched sand, I felt not even a
moment of nervousness.
All work is carefully surveyed to an
accuracy of about 5cm explained Mr
Marot. “If we can ﬁnd mines in their
absolutely original posi on then that’s

key informa on as it conﬁrms their depth
in the ground in rela on to the 1982
level. The diﬃculty is that as you dig the
mines out, you have to es mate exactly
where the mines are which means that
the excavators have to dig around 50cm
deeper than the mines to ensure no
possibility that any could be missed. But
in other mineﬁelds you will ﬁnd mines in
very speciﬁc posi ons that are detailed
on the Argen ne and UK records. Once
cleared the mines found can then be
checked against records which is a key
part of the decision-making process and
allows John Hare, the SafeLane Technical
Director, to declare the area clear and
for me to complete independent quality
control checks of their work and to sign
the Comple on Cer ﬁca on.”
All of the area is surveyed and updated
every day by Dave Clarke, their surveyor,
he said, and it was cri cal because a
signiﬁcant piece of work was for the

project to provide the evidence “to you
the public to demonstrate that we have
done the job properly and nothing has
been missed and there is nothing in the
process that allows items to be missed.”
My tour of the area ﬁnished with a walk
on the breathtaking main beach – and
a glance from a distance at the Gentoo
penguin rookery.
And it is this area that Stanley residents
and visitors to the area will truly beneﬁt
from visi ng and soon they will be able
to.
The view really is something to behold
– the almost never ending gently sloping
beach with quietly lapping waves and
spiky sand hills behind. The sweeping
sands to the East and also rolling in a
crescent moon West towards Gypsy Cove.
It’s a place I never thought I would have
the opportunity to appreciate again in
my life me and that was something I was
absolutely resigned to.
I certainly didn’t want anyone to be
injured simply so that I could walk on
white sands or see the sun set over
a speciﬁc horizon – I could do that
anywhere in the Falklands right?
But the truth is I was absolutely
overwhelmed with emo on and
apprecia on and right now, despite my
trade as a journalist, I simply do not
have the words to express the degree
of gra tude to the people who have
given me back this beau ful piece of my
country.
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The New Shepherd
IN November 2001, I was visi ng
Port Stephens Farm as a guest of the
Robertson family. My main ambi on for
the visit was to help as much as possible,
although I didn’t know much about
farming at all.
I was asked whether I would like to
come along on an overnight trip to the
far reaches of the farm, to gather some
sheep to bring in for shearing.
I didn’t need to be asked twice!
I think my hosts thought I might be
put oﬀ by their descrip on of the basic
accommoda on with no facili es. I was
told “don’t worry, there are bushes you
can go behind”.
The local term is shanty. These are
mostly shed-like buildings that provide
shelter for shepherd and are now in
various states of repair depending on age
and use.
We set oﬀ later that evening so we
would be there for the morning as our
return journey would be much slower.
I travelled in the Land Rover with
Peter, Ann’s husband. Ann travelled by
quad bike and their son Paul used his
motorbike.
It was a beau ful evening and it took us
about 3 hours to get there. I guess it was
about 15 miles across hilly country.
It was not an uneven ul journey
though! The sheepdogs run alongside
the vehicles and Peter’s dog, called Help,
misbehaved the whole way. He is only
young and s ll being trained. I learnt that
the dog’s ins nct is to round up the sheep
and bring them to his master. However,
the dog must be obedient enough to
stay with the master unless instructed
otherwise.
Help suﬀered from over enthusiasm.
At one point he ran oﬀ and caused some
sheep to panic. In doing so, they tried to
cross a stream which had steep sides.
Some of the sheep didn’t make it across,
and ended up in the water. Most got
themselves out, but one couldn’t.
The Falklands bred sheep have superthick coats, and when wet, are extremely
heavy. Even when dry, some mes when
they fall over, they can’t get up, and
would die if not found.
One sheep was stuck. Peter had to e a
rope around its neck and push and pull it
un l there was place on the verge that it
could scramble up the muddy bank.
Peter has farmed on this land for so
long that I saw that he knew every boggy
patch of ground to avoid, and where best
to cross the streams. It is a true cra skill.
As we approached Tiger Bay, our
des na on, we had to descend, literally,
the side of a mountain! We drove straight
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Tiger Bay, West Falkland
over boulders, everything, there’s no
choice.
This country was originally farmed
on horseback, some places s ll use this
method. At mes like this you could see
why!
Tiger Bay shanty sits on the head of
the inlet of the sea, a few yards from the
beach. It consists of 2 rooms. One has a
range for heat and cooking, and a table
and chairs, the other, some ma resses.
Water could be taken from a stream
running past the shanty.
I quickly saw that I had been the vic m
of a joke. The bushes I had been promised
I could “go behind” were in fact diddle
dee bushes, no taller than heather!
Tiger Bay shanty itself is actually
no longer on Port Stephens. A er the
Conﬂict of 1982, many of the larger farms
were subdivided. But Janet, Ann and
Peter’s elder daughter, bought it from the
new landowner.
The idea was for a holiday home, with
big plans for installing a bathroom and so
on. But at the me of me visi ng, with 2
young children and a busy job, it had all
been delayed.
Janet’s plot has been fenced oﬀ to
form a garden. On her last visit, Ann had
planted some trees. We hunted for them.
Some had fared be er than others.
Ann was convinced that the sheep do
far more harm to young trees than the
hos le weather!
Dinner consisted of a tradi onal picnic,
the staple of which was a cold mu on
joint.
We laid out sleeping bags everywhere.

I thought I felt a bit cold, but the next
thing I remember was waking up in the
morning.
I had been threatened with us rising at
ﬁrst light, actually about 3.30am, but in
the end it was 6.15. But by 6.45, we were
breakfasted and ready to go. We set oﬀ
in a diﬀerent direc on from the way we
had arrived.
The Robertson’s had arranged to also
gather sheep from a distant part of a
neighbouring farm as well.
So, this me we were to ascend the hill
along the other side of the valley. Ann
went oﬀ one way, Paul in another. As
Peter and I were in the Land Rover, we
were obliged to take the “ﬂa er” of the
3.
We knew there were sheep over the
other side of the hill, but were unable to
reach that terrain. You have to remember
that un l recently, horses were the main
mode of transport on the Islands.
In fact, Peter was a pioneer in using
Land Rovers for gathering. So, we pressed
on, our role looking out for any loose
sheep. If we saw any, Peter would send
the dog forward to move them along.
He would some mes disappear over the
other side of the hill, but Peter reassured
me that he would pick up the ﬂock on the
other side and bring it forward.
Having said that we needed to keep to
“ﬂa er” ground, Peter then proceeded
to drive literally up the side of the hill!
I did get used to it; i.e. I stopped being
terriﬁed! Peter drove very slowly and
carefully, with the capabili es of the Land
Rover being exploited over the steep
rough ground, strewn with boulders.
The plan was to try to get a good view
of the whole area, and from the top we
could see all around us.
The scenery in this part of the Islands
is completely diﬀerent from anything
on East Falkland. The rounded hills and
valleys reminded me of a combina on of
the English Lake District, Peak District and
Scotland!
We picked out Ann in the distance,
herding her ﬂock down a steep hill. Paul
was also in sight, wai ng with his dogs
and bike on the other side of the valley.
We all met up at the foot, and stopped
for a coﬀee and chat. It was a sunny but
chilly day, but so wonderful to be out
there in the countryside, with so much
grass and sky.
That paddock was now collected, so we
moved forward back onto Port Stephens’
land, and then to make our way home at
sheep pace.
Paul had two dogs, Ann had one rather
old one, and Peter had one well trained
one, and naughty Help, who was causing
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a great deal of stress to poor Peter! He
kept running oﬀ and alarming the ﬂock,
causing them to run oﬀ in every direc on.
Peter tried to control him by pu ng one
of his legs up into his collar. However, he
was so young and full of spirit, that didn’t
slow him down at all!
By the end of the day, Peter was
despairing that Help would ever make a
good sheepdog as he wasn’t responding
to his training.
I learnt so much about sheep that day.
Some of the sheep had so much
wool growing over their head that they
couldn’t see where they were going.
Peter had to stop and pull the wool away
from their eyes!
I learnt that they usually run away from
you into the wind, and uphill. That with
encouragement they will keep moving,
and that there is usually a reason for
stragglers.
Peter pointed out to me a scruﬀy sheep
at the back. It was shedding its ﬂeece.
He explained to me that Falkland sheep
have long been bred to retain their wool,
which is unnatural. If you see a sheep
shedding like this, it means that it is ill,
and in any case, its ﬂeece is useless.
I was unprepared for Peter to take a
knife from under the dashboard, get out,
take hold of the sick sheep and quickly
slash its throat.
I turned my head away when I realised
what he was doing. I was actually
very shocked. It only took me a few
seconds, however, to realise that this
was farming and I knew nothing about
it. Unfortunately, several other sheep
ended up with the same fate.
I admired Ann for tackling some of the
sheep herself. Having originally trained
in London as a secretary, her life has
gone down a route which probably s ll
surprises her!
It is obviously kinder to kill a sick animal
in the ﬁeld quickly and quietly, than leave
it to suﬀer and be vulnerable to a acks
by vultures. Caracaras in par cular go
for the eyes of sick sheep, without killing
them outright.
Some of the sheep I saw were
“double-ﬂeecers”. That meant that they
hadn’t been shorn the year before,
usually because they had been hiding
at gathering me. I found them highly
amusing, they were so enormous, they
waddled along.
There were three of them at the back
together and I couldn’t resist calling them
the “three fat ladies”!
For most of the return journey, the
sheep were moving along nicely under
the close control of Ann and Paul.
Peter was able to stop and do some
quick fence repairs where posts had
become loose at the ground.
Towards the end, the “three fat ladies”
were becoming a bit slow. It was a long
ring journey carrying all that excess
ﬂeece, one full coat was bad enough.

Actually, one had 3 coats! Peter was kind
enough to give the slower two a li in the
back of the Rover, although I did fear for
the state of our sleeping bags etc.
We ﬁnally got to our des na on at
3pm. We deposited the sheep in what is
called an “inside” paddock, that means
around the main se lement, as opposed
to an “outside” or farther away one, from
whence we had come.
The sheep would now be handy for
bringing in for shearing.
A long day this would be enough
for most people, but there was no let
up for these farmers. There were so
many rou ne daily chores to be done.
Gardening, cows, dogs, tractors, fences,
chickens, cooking dinner.
Eventually these were all achieved and
by 7.30pm, we were all relaxing in front
of the news on the TV!
The next day, the plan was to go and
collect the dairy cows from their paddock
and bring them in.
The idea was to exchange the current
milking cows for some others. Peter
complained that the ones he had now
were hard to milk. We drove together in
the Rover to the paddock past Stephens’
Peak to round up the cows. Some of them
didn’t want to come, and tried to wander
oﬀ in the other direc on.
I did get out of the car to try to help
Ann shoo them in the right direc on, but
they only had to look at me and I was
reduced to mouse status! So, I just got
back into the car and felt useless.
Eventually, all the cows were oﬀ in
the right direc on. They had all done
the journey many mes, and knew the
rou ne.
When we came to a gate, one of the
bulls stopped and turned sideways. This
caused all the others to have to stop. They

started turning round and looked as if
they were going to disperse themselves. I
jumped out of the car to go to try to help,
as I thought I should… Ann and Peter
were fran cally waving and shou ng to
get the bull to move away. All I saw was
a herd of cows looking at me, and then
looking as if they were coming my way!
That was it, I was back in the Rover in a
ﬂash-I am ashamed to admit.
I was told a erwards that they wouldn’t
have hurt me, but my response was, well,
not on purpose, but they looked as if they
were coming my way!
A er we got back, the cows were put
in a corral, and Peter selected which
ones he wanted for milking-all ones with
young calves.
We stopped only for a cup of tea before
se ng oﬀ back to return the cows to
their paddock.
Ann did most of the herding, as it had
to be done on foot around the steep side
of the hill as far as the gate. From there,
they could go where they wanted.
Meanwhile, Peter and I drove oﬀ in
pursuit of 4 unshorn missed sheep he
had missed earlier. We spent ages looking
for them.
On our return, Ann said they had been
very near her, but just out of our sight.
But without dog or vehicle, she had been
unable to gather them.
By the me we were all back home,
it was quite late and everyone was very
red. We ate a meal of le overs and
bread.
Well, how much did I help over these
few days? I’m not sure it was very much
at all. But the Robertson’s helped me
massively to learn about a diﬀerent way
of life.
Deborah Northwood (ExCo member)

Local presence, international reach
Pinsent Masons is an international law firm with an office
in Stanley.
Our Falklands work covers the full range of practice areas and
we are specialists in a range of sectors, including fishing, maritime,
oil & gas and infrastructure.
Alison Inglis / Stirling Harcus
45 John Street, Stanley
T: +500 22690
E: office@pinsentmasons.co.fk
Gavin Farquhar / Isla Burns
UK
T: +44 (0)131 777 7368
E: gavin.farquhar@pinsentmasons.com
E: isla.burns@pinsentmasons.com
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Following the trace of
a WWII task force

IN May journalist Roddy Cordeiro
spoke to Dr Marcus Bri ain, Senior
Archaeologist at Cambridge University;
Dr Tim Clack, Chingiz Gutseriev Fellow
in Archaeology, Oxford University; and
David Bailey from the Museum and
Na onal Trust to ﬁnd out a li le bit more
about an archeological dig they were
undertaking near Stanley and some of its
ﬁndings.

What is the background and context
behind the dig?
David Bailey: With the impending
development of Benne ’s Paddock on
the east side of Stanley into residen al
housing, an archaeological excava on
has been carried out there mainly to
document traces of a Second World
War camp. This was recently conducted
through the voluntary services of two
archaeologists on the invita on of the
Falkland Islands Museum, working
with local volunteers from Stanley. The
archaeologists were Dr Marcus Bri ain,
Senior Archaeologist at Cambridge
University and Dr Tim Clack, Chingiz
Gutseriev Fellow in Archaeology at
Oxford University.
Tim Clack: Remains of earthworks and
concrete founda ons are visible within
the paddock, telling of its prior use as part
of ‘Falklands Camp’ and home to Task
Force 122 from 1942 up to March 1944.
This housed at least 1840 servicemen
of the West Yorkshire Regiment’s 11th
Ba alion – being larger than today’s
military presence on the islands – and
was an enormous feat of infrastructure,
implemented through orders from
Winston Churchill to serve as a deterrent
to Japanese and South American threats
to Bri sh interests in the South Atlan c.
In spite of its size, documentary
records for the camp are few. A map of
the camp exists from 1943, but is sparse
in detail, and its photographic record is
similarly limited. More than two-thirds
of the site of the camp have already
been redeveloped without inves ga on;
Benne ’s Paddock presents the last
opportunity to further understand this
important historical loca on from its
material evidence.
The 1943 map indicates that in
Benne ’s Paddock was the Infantry
‘Lines’ (domes c area), with a headquarters, deten on barracks, stables and
laundry; but the use of most buildings is
not marked.
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How the dig was carried out?
only to a depth at which archaeological
Dr Marcus Bri ain: Using a drone- traces of structures were ﬁrst visible; the
captured photographic view of the remaining deposits were then excavated
development area commissioned by the manually so that artefacts could be
PWD, the archaeologists could compare recorded by their depth and loca on
the arrangement of the earthworks to within the trench. This might lead to
the 1943 map, iden fying anomalies a sense of the spa al organisa on of
and targe ng areas for archaeological the interior of a building (its horizontal
trenches. It was suspected from the character), as well as taking us closer to
outset that another phase of occupa on an understanding of its func on.
was present in addi on to the 1940s What was found?
camp; this, almost inevitably, was shown
Dr Marcus Bri ain: This was only a
to relate to the 1982 conﬂict.
small scale inves ga on akin more to an
Eight trenches were opened using assessment of the site’s archaeological
a mechanical 360-degree excavator; poten al; but this has nevertheless
a toothless bucket is used so that oﬀered a glimpse of life within the camp.
in situ archaeological ‘features’ are
The east side of the camp consisted
not immediately destroyed by the of the Infantry living quarters. It is likely
earthmoving. Owing to the site’s that these were Nissen huts; a number
previous military associa on, risk of of which were likely relocated into
unexploded ordnance required the Stanley when the camp was disbanded,
presence of another expert team, which and are s ll in use to this day. The huts
was facilitated by SafeLane Global whose were set within three long rows, each
work to de-mine the Falkland Islands is with up to eighteen buildings connected
well known. As reported in the Penguin by a pathway of crushed stone. Drains
News, an unexploded 105mm shell was criss-crossed the buildings, but in wet
encountered and subsequently subject to condi ons the stone paths sunk into
controlled detona on.
the so peaty ground, mixing this into a
The trenches were excavated for two liquid soup, and required almost constant
purposes. Long trenches up to 45m management. The huts were accessed
length were excavated through all of by a step to a porched east-facing
the archaeological deposits to expose doorway, ﬂanked with stones. Inside of
the sequence of their development. the huts the peaty ground survived intact
This provides important insight of a because the ﬂoors were of raised mber
site’s ver cal character. Following this, supported by wooden posts. A window
shorter and wider trenches were opened to one side of the building was of clear
Above: Ge ng stuck in. Below: a digger was used to excavate around the site
(Picture: FIMNT)
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Above: An aerial shot of the dig looking east towards Stanley. Picture: Neil Golding @ SAERI
glass; ac vi es therein may not have
gone unno ced. Peat and coal burners
were the focal points of the buildings –
the hearth in the home. We found part of
a lid to one of these, rung with a classical
Greek ‘meander’ pa ern; a ﬁre poker
was found in another building.
Washrooms
were
interspersed
between the domes c huts. These
had concrete founda ons and internal
drains, with frosted and reinforced glass
windows. Clothing bu ons, a King George
VI half penny and the remains of a washkit contents (mirror, razor, a tube of Gibbs
toothpaste) came from one of these.
Task Force 122 did not engage in
combat, but there is a sense that ‘killing
me’ was important to camp life. The
days would have been structured into
rou nes and the men kept busy through
ac vi es, such as camp construc on,
maintenance and drill. We found two .303
inch ‘drill’ rounds in a domes c hut that
speak of weapons’-handling prac ce. Of
the camp’s ‘down me’, bo le glass was
ubiquitous, mostly smashed. These were
predominantly alcohol bo les, sourced
from diﬀerent parts of the Bri sh Empire
- Canada, South Africa and Scotland.
A ‘spray’ of broken glass inside of the
doorway to one building elicits images
of misﬁred projec les aimed towards the
doorway on a merry night.
What other artefacts were found?
Dr Tim Clack: There were no remaining
buildings in Benne ’s Paddock in 1982
but the surviving earthworks and
concrete founda ons were u lised by
Argen nian forces. The weather, logis cs
and maintenance appear to have also
been challenges for those occupants.
Their traces of occupa on are also similar

to those of the Bri sh troops of 40 years
earlier. Within the founda ons of the
1940s stables we found personal eﬀects,
including items from wash and shaving
kits, dental hygiene and even hand
cream. Echoing the West Yorks, numerous
alcohol bo les were also found amidst
the Argen nian deposits. There were
also items of uniform, as well as mess
ns and personalised utensils. Aside to
the 105mm ar llery round were large
numbers of expended 105mm casings;
unﬁred riﬂe rounds (that we handed to
the Stanley police); telescopic sights,
ammuni on packing and casings, and the
leg of a Howitzer was also present within
a circular stone and turf enclosure. This
was all a vivid reminder of the Islands’

historical rela onship to conﬂict. The
heritage of which the Islanders live with
to this day.
Are there plans for future research?
Dr Tim Clack: The Falkland Islands
Museum & Na onal Trust are planning
to exhibit the project’s ﬁndings, and we
will make the results of the ﬁeldwork
available in a number of publica ons.
There is evidently scope for the
community of Stanley to examine their
own Nissen huts for new insight to the
1940s camp and to collate memories and
other media that relate to the two phases
of conﬂict at Benne ’s Paddock. We hope
that this may further highlight the legacy
of Task Force 122 in par cular.

Above: Tim Clack and Marcus Bri ain with helpers Robert Ferguson and Kenton
Goodwin (Picture: FIMNT)
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Educa on

The academic face of
the Falklands future
FOURTEEN Falklands students were
scheduled to complete their degree or
postgraduate courses this year and we
made contact with a number in order to
ﬁnd out a li le about their courses and
their plans for the future.
Falkland Islands degree students are
fully funded by the Falkland Islands
Government providing they meet certain
criteria. Many choose to study in the
UK having undertaken their A Levels or
higher educa on there, but they are not
necessarily bound to do so.
The students
Amber Goss who last year graduated
from the University of the West of
England with a First-Class BSc (hons) in
Biological Sciences this year added to this
with a primary PGCE.
Amber said: “So I’m a qualiﬁed primary
teacher and yesterday accepted a job
as a numeracy and literacy interven on
teacher at Robert Blake Science College.
It was fab but was cut short by COVID-19
restric ons.” She will begin again in
September.
Performance Ar st Daniel Clarke has
studied at the University of Chichester
Conservatoire for the past three years.
He said: “I’m ecsta c, and a li le
shocked, to say I’ll be gradua ng with
a 1st Class BA (Hons) degree from the
Musical Theatre Triple Theatre. Having
gained representa on with a Londonbased Agency, the plan is to now audi on
for anything and everything that pops
up, especially cruises. Though with the
current situa on not much is being cast
- hopefully that will start to change in the
near future.”
Tevra Fiddes explained she took a
top-up year at Sparsholt College. That
involved going straight into the third year
of a Bachelor’s Degree a er comple ng a
Higher Na onal Diploma.
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Tevra said: “My course was a BSc
(Hons) in Applied Animal Science. It
involved subjects such as animal health,
behaviour and welfare, animals in trade
and further sta s cs.”
She said it was an enjoyable year,
“but also very stressful as I went from
a college environment to a university
environment for only one year. Now
that I have completed my degree with a
2.2 I have been oﬀered a posi on as a
Veterinary Auxillary, which is an assistant,
at the Fitzpatrick Oncology and So
Tissue Referral Centre. This is a great job
to have as it will give me experience and
further my knowledge for clinical care for
animals. I hope by having this job under
my belt I can further my career in the
animal industry.”
Kirsty McLeod a ended the University
of St Mark & St John in Plymouth reading
BA Hons Primary Educa on. Kirsty said
her course consisted of placement
experience and theore cal inﬂuences of
educa on.
Her disserta on research project tle/
focus was: “Exploring the eﬀec veness
of learning rela onships within a
mainstream primary classroom: the
nature of working inclusively with
children with addi onal needs (SEND)”
In September she starts at the
University of Plymouth and will
undertake a Post graduate degree (PGCE)
in Primary Educa on (a 1-year course).
Once completed she gains her Qualiﬁed
Teacher Status (QTS).
She said: “A er comple ng my PGCE
I will need to gain some teaching
experience before returning to the
Islands to teach at IJS where my passion
for teaching originated.
Bournemouth University gave Emma
Goss the opportunity to study a BA Hons
in Archaeology, “which in my ﬁnal year

got accredita on.”
Emma said: “I have thoroughly loved
every minute of my degree and plan to
bring my knowledge home to become
the Islands’ ﬁrst Heritage Conserva on
Oﬃcer at the Falklands Museum &
Na onal Trust.”
Byron Stewart-Reid studying poli cs at
Bournemouth University achieved a 2:1
and his plan a er university is to stay on
at Bournemouth to undertake a Masters
Degree.
“My masters is in Mul media
Journalism, I decided on journalism a er
being hugely interested in the poli cal
journalism units in my poli cs degree,”
he said.
Leo
Clarke
studied
So ware
Engineering BSc Honours at the university
of Portsmouth gradua ng with a 2:1. Leo
said: “I am planning on working in the UK
for a while to gain further experience.”
Tamsin McLeod commented: “I
am really happy to be gradua ng BA
Philosophy with a high 2:1 from the
University of Exeter. Whilst my degree
was challenging, I am really proud of the
hard work I put in.
“In addi on to studying, I loved my trip
to Uganda in 2018 as well as organising a
Christmas market for student businesses
and a sustainable fashion show in
February.”
Vikki Williams began studying History
at the University of Sussex in Brighton in
September 2017 having completed her
A-Levels at Chichester College.
She said : “Sussex is an excellent
University for oﬀering a diverse range
of subject choices, and for my ﬁnal year
I decided to focus on Middle Eastern
history.
“My disserta on focused on the
social policies of the Bri sh mandate in
Pales ne.

Educa on

Above: Vikki Williams far right.
Below: Tevra Fiddes.
Bo om: Emma Goss in the ﬁeld

P24 Far le : Daniel Clarke
supports the leading lady. Kirsty
McLeod in her uni rugby kit and
Leo Clarke. Above (this page):
Tamsin McLeod with house
mates. Right: Kyle Biggs second
from right. Above centre: Sasha
Williams
“It was a diﬃcult ﬁnal year with the
eﬀects of Covid-19 but I am very proud to
have graduated with First Class Honours
which I would not have achieved without
the incredible support of my family and
friends.”
Her original inten on was to con nue
her educa onal pathway with a Masters
course this September, but as with many
other best laid plans, Covid-19 put paid
to that idea in the medium term.
“Consequently, I would like to return
home,” said Vikki, “and ul mately secure
gainful employment whilst we wait
for whatever the ‘new normal’ may be
worldwide.
“There’s s ll so much to learn and
discover and I am very much looking
forward whatever the next chapter has in
store for me.”
Kalon Jaﬀray studied Computer
Networks at Bournemouth University and
heard only this week that he achieved a
First Class Honours Degree.
The course focused on a number of
compu ng subjects but mainly on how
the networks within ISPs are conﬁgured
and the huge variety of protocols that
they use to make sure data is routed
correctly.
“One of the extra areas that I studied
was ubiquitous compu ng, where I
created a smoke detector with integra on
for Amazon Alexa and Google Assistant.”
Kalon is s ll in Bournemouth and
has started work at a company called
Rejuvenate IT.
“It has a small IT team suppor ng a
large number of local businesses with
their IT,” he explained.
“Once I’ve gathered a bit more
experience I’m hoping to further
specialise in Computer Networking and
poten ally studying my masters in the
area.”

Sasha Williams a ended Portsmouth
University where she undertook a BA
(Hons) in Media and Digital Prac ce.
She explained: “I have thoroughly
enjoyed my three years at Portsmouth
and have managed to achieve a 2:2.
“Looking into the future, I would like to
be able to ﬁnd a job role that applies the
skills and knowledge I have gained over
the last three years.”
Mature student
Kyle Biggs obtained a First-Class BSc in
Business Management at the University
of Brighton, along with a level 5 Chartered
Management qualiﬁca on in leadership
and management.
He said: “Ini ally it was a hard decision
whether I should move to England and
enrol in a University Degree.
“I had to ask myself whether it was
the right thing for me to do, par cularly
because I was older than the conven onal
university student and was in a job that
I really enjoyed, but perhaps (like some
careers) the chance of progression was
limited without further qualiﬁca ons.”
He added: “However, any concerns
were quickly ex nguished, and it has
proved to be a great decision. I have
made great friends whilst learning and
experiencing many interes ng and
challenging things.
“I feel inspired a er my me in
university and now have a good idea
about what I want to do in the future
and feel conﬁdent and well equipped to
achieve them.
Kyle said: “I am hoping to complete
a Masters next year in Business
Sustainability, ul mately working in the
Falkland Islands in some form in the
future.”

25

Obituary

In memory of Merle Chris e

MERLE Chris e, Honorary Secretary and
later a Vice-President of the Falkland
Islands Associa on, died at her home
in Llanwrtyd Wells in Wales, on 20 April
2020.
Merle was born in Streatham (South
London) on 26 June 1922, the daughter of
Roderick MacLeod (a re red army oﬃcer)
and his wife Dorothea. She a ended the
Royal School, Bath and during World
War II and for some years a erwards
was employed by the War Oﬃce. On
20 May 1950 she married William (Bill)
Hunter Chris e at Lincoln’s Inn. Bill was
a barrister with a busy Chancery prac ce
who had served for three years at the
Bri sh Embassy in Buenos Aires and was
already an authority on the Falkland
Islands.
His book “The Antarc c Problem”,
published in 1951 (the manuscript having
been typed up by Merle) was seen as a
seminal work about the issue. But he was
also a canal enthusiast and for ﬁve years
the pair spent all their holidays in a canal
boat which Bill had converted, cruising
on what remained of the English canal
network.
From 1968 an increasing share of Bill’s
work was consumed by his campaign
to defend the interests of the Falkland
Islanders, having been asked for help
by a group of leading Islanders and,
in response, he built up a formidable
lobbying group in the UK – the Falkland
Island Emergency Commi ee (later
the United Kingdom Falkland Islands
Commi ee). In this he had the devoted
support of Merle who, working from
home, became secretary to the
Commi ee, organising mee ngs and
agendas and handling Bill’s voluminous

Engagement photograph 1950,
(by Dorothy Wilding, Mayfair)
correspondence. Robert Elgood recalls:
“To watch Bill handle a commi ee was a
delight, but he required Merle to handle
the admin and would not have been half
as eﬀec ve without her”.
As the pressure of work increased a
separate oﬃce was required and the
Falkland Islands Associa on Oﬃce was
set up in 1977 and Air Commodore Brian
Frow was engaged to manage it, with
Leif Pollard (née Barton) as his Secretary;
a er she le to return to the Islands,
Sukey Cameron replaced her in 1979.
During the Conﬂict, Merle was among
the many volunteers who supported
the two permanent staﬀ members, also
oﬀering hospitality and accommoda on
in the Chris e home in Chelsea to
Islanders stranded in London. The
libera on of the Islands in June 1982

Presen ng the Bill Hunter-Chris e Prize to Falklands student Karen Minto
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was a vindica on of the Hunter Chris es’
years of campaigning and Bill visited the
Islands twice a er the Conﬂict, receiving
the Freedom of Stanley in 1994.
Bill re red in February 1997 and died
in the following September. A er a
memorial service in Stanley Cathedral
a book of remembrance signed by over
500 Islanders was presented to Merle in
Stanley.
She wrote his entry for the Dic onary
of Falklands Biography. Merle con nued
to serve as Honorary Secretary of the
execu ve commi ee of the FIA un l
2003 and it was tradi onal for her to
present the Hunter Chris e prize, set
up in memory of Bill, to the Falkland
Islands student, studying overseas,
who had ‘brought most credit to the
Falkland Islands during the year’, at the
Associa on’s AGM every Ba le Day. In
2003 she was elected a Vice-president of
the Associa on.
She visited the Islands in 2002,
as a guest of the Falkland Islands,
accompanied by her granddaughter
Charlo e, and again in June 2007 when,
at a recep on in Government House,
Councillor Mike Summers presented her
with a Cer ﬁcate of Honour.
Merle, working with Government
Archivist, the late Jane Cameron, sorted
and organised all the UKFIC and FIA
papers, which she had stored at her home
in Sussex, to be sent to the Government
Archives in Stanley where they are now
lodged.
In 2015, she received a Cer ﬁcate of
Apprecia on from Alan Huckle, Chairman
of the FIA, which celebrated her
‘invaluable contribu on to the defence
of the Falkland Islands and to promo ng
the Islanders’ right to determine their
own poli cal future.’
Merle re red to Wales and died on
20 April 2020: she was buried on 2 May
in Llanwrtyd, in a funeral restricted to
the family (due to the regula ons on
Covid). We send the sincere sympathy
of all members of the Associa on to her
children Robert, Fiona, Niall and Catriona
(Tig), their children and all Merle’s family.
In 2007 Councillor Summers said:
“Every step of the way Merle was with
him [Bill]. If it wasn’t for the commitment
and dedica on of Merle and Bill together,
I doubt the Falklands would have survived
those dark days”. It is an admirable
epitaph.
In June 2020 Members of the Falklands
Legisla ve Assembly decided to name
the newly opened library ‘The Chris e
Community Library’. MLA Stacey Bragger
said this would be “a ﬁ ng tribute to
them and… a permanent reminder of all
they did for us.”
Sukey Cameron
David Tatham

Remembrance

Remembering the fallen
Despite Covid-19 and the need to social distance Falklands residents honoured those who lost their lives in the war of 1982
by a ending a service held at Christchurch Cathedral and a short memorial service at the Libera on Monument on Stanley
seafront on June 14.
Above: Bri sh Forces Falkland Islands personnel a end a socially-distanced service on the apron at Mount Pleasant Airport
(Photo: Sergeant Dave Rose).
Above Falkland Islands Government Representa ve in London, Richard Hyslop, and Sgt Thomas (Tom) Herring, SAMA 82 Chair,
laid wreaths at the Cenotaph in London. Above right: FIDF Member Steve Brown at the Libera on Monument

Great Britain Exhibi on

THE SS Great Britain Trust and the Falkland
Islands Associa on, in partnership with
the Falkland Islands Government, were
due to open an Exhibi on in April to
celebrate 50 years since the great ship
returned to Bristol from the Falklands.
Because of the Covid 19 Lockdown in
Bristol, only the Photographic Exhibi on
on the Harbourside could be opened.
Since 7 July, the ship has been able
to welcome visitors and lifelike models
of the ﬁve species of Falklands penguin
will be placed around the ‘Great Britain’
to create an exci ng Penguin Trail for
children to follow.
MLA Mark Pollard visited the site
recently to relaunch the Photographic
Exhibi on and to meet the penguins
before they take up their posi ons
around the ship.
The penguins are already proving
to be very popular and will be great
ambassadors for the Islands!
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Longlining
for

TOOTHFISH
in the
FALKLAND ISLANDS
At Consolidated Fisheries
We don’t just target toothfish:
We target excellent quality because we value our customers,
We target friendly fishing practices because we value our environment
And we target sustainable fishing because we value our resource.
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CONSOLIDATED FISHERIES LTD
P.O. BOX 383 * STANLEY * FALKLAND ISLANDS
T: +500 22277 E: janet.manager@cfl.co.fk
W: www.consolidatedfisheries.com
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Philately

Falklands wrecks fascina ng history
captured in fourth set in the series

THE extraordinary voyages of 16th
century seafarers transformed history.
Newly-developed deep-water sailing
ships, equipped with the mariner’s
compass, enabled Europeans to venture
beyond the horizon and scour the oceans
for new land, dreams and gold. During
one such voyage in 1592, to the Magellan
Straits, the li le recognized but most
accomplished navigator, John Davis, in his
ship Desire, was storm-blown under bare
poles amongst these apparently unknown
and unpeopled islands. But it is likely that
the archipelago had been quietly known
about for years by the major sea powers.
On maps published from 1507 onwards,
an ill-deﬁned cluster of blobs appear,
vaguely posi oned, near the eastern end
of the Magellan Strait. Amerigo Vespucci
may well have seen them from the deck
of a Portuguese ship as early as 1502.
The Falkland Islands has always
provided both peril and sanctuary for the
seafarer. Over 180 ships are known to
have met their end in the wild seas which
surround the Falklands. Without doubt
there will have been others which sank
without trace.
During the 1850’s there was a sudden
upsurge in sea-borne traﬃc around
Cape Horn. Vessels trading in Californian
and Australian gold, Chilean copper
and Peruvian guano began calling into
Stanley for repair and provisions. The
nearest alterna ve port was Montevideo,
a thousand miles to the north. Some
ships a emp ng to round the Horn were
overloaded, some unseaworthy, and
others simply unlucky. Many suﬀered
severe ba ering and, riding the prevailing
westerlies, limped back into harbour to
lick their wounds. A few lame ducks never
recovered. Others were deliberately
wrecked and their cargoes sold by
unscrupulous dealers. The growing port
gained a notorious reputa on and a ﬂock
of worn-out windjammers. Several are
s ll stuck in the Stanley Harbour mud.
But me and de and two pernicious sea
worms, the teredo and the gribble, have
hastened their demise. In many cases
their crumbling woodwork has all but
disappeared.
The issue
This issue, the fourth in the Shipwrecks
series, depicts some of those vessels
which ﬁnished their days beached along
the Falklands’ shorelines. They remain an
integral part of the Islands’ history and a
reminder of the salty folk who sailed in
them.
32p Samson
The 94’ tugboat, Samson, built in Hull
in 1888, was brought down in 1900 by
the Falkland Islands Company in the
a ermath of the City of Philadelphia
disaster. Her value was shown on

Christmas Eve 1910 when the Samson
towed the iron ship Wavertree into
Stanley a er she had been dismasted oﬀ
Cape Horn. In November 1912, the PSNC
liner Oravia struck the Billy Rock near the
entrance to Port William. At night and
in heavy seas, Captain Thomas took the
Samson alongside the stricken vessel,
disembarking 150 passengers to safety. In
1924, the ageing tug was converted and
she ﬁnished her working life as a lighter.
During a heavy gale in 1945, the Samson
broke her moorings and came ashore on
the beach close to the north-east corner
of Stanley Harbour.
78p St. Mary
In the fall of 1889 veteran shipbuilder,
Charles V Mino , laid the keel of an
unusually large vessel in Phippsburg,
Maine. 241’ long and with a registered
tonnage of 1942, St Mary was to be
one of the last-built, ﬁnest constructed,
and shortest lived of all the great
“Downeasters”. She was launched just
before noon on Thursday, 20th March
1890. Under command of Captain Carver,
St Mary departed Manha an, bound for
San Francisco by way of Cape Horn. 67
days out and making good speed, she
was about 130 miles west of Islas Diego
Ramirez. It was a quiet moonlit night, at
1.13am on 7th August, when she collided
with the 176’ steel-hulled Magellan. The
Magellan foundered almost immediately
with all hands, while the badly damaged
St Mary limped downwind for Port
Stanley. Three days later, just a few
miles shy of the port, St Mary struck the
Pinnacle Rock. The distressed Captain
refused to leave his ship and later died on
board. The cause of his death was never
conﬁrmed. The crew took to the lifeboat
without him and made for the nearby
farm at Fitzroy. Two weeks later the
wreck split in two with one half washing
ashore at Whale Point, near Fitzroy.
The oaken bones of the St Mary remain
today, like a stranded leviathan, where
she washed ashore just ﬁve months a er
her triumphant launch.
£1.04 Weddell
The Weddell was a carvel-built

schooner, constructed of Sandy Point
mber in 1940 by Cia Dober in Punta
Arenas, Chile. She had a registered
tonnage of 23.6 and was 44’7” long.
On February 1 1941, captained by Bill
Radcliﬀe, she was registered in Stanley
under “John Hamilton Ltd” and thence
sailed to Weddell Island where Chris
Bundes took over in charge. She was
used mainly to transport sheep and wool
around those islands which made up the
Weddell Island group. At ﬁrst, the Weddell
had no engine and worked en rely under
sail. In 1947 Duncan McRae took over as
Captain and three years later, she was
taken to Stanley to have her ﬁrst engine
installed. In 1976, a er 35 years as the
Weddell Island Farm boat, Bob Ferguson
sailed her to Stanley where she was sold
and gradually fell into disrepair. In June
1994, the Weddell was transported down
to the Stanley’s Canache where she now
lies beached above the de line near
Boxer Bridge.
£1.26 Garland
A three-masted, 599 tonne steel
barque built in Liverpool in 1865, Garland
put into Stanley on 6th March 1900,
under command of Captain H Meyer,
together with a crew of 16, while on
passage from Hamburg to Talcahuano,
Chile. Spillage from jars of acid amongst
the cargo had caused extensive damage
to her bo om plates and she was
subsequently condemned. In September
1910 Garland was towed by the tug
Samson to Darwin Harbour in connec on
with the canning plant. By 1912 she was
being used at Goose Green to store coal
from the Gaito. In October 1919 her
owners, the Falkland Islands Company,
reported that she had become useless
as a hulk. Three years later she broke her
moorings and came to rest, where she
lies today, on the eastern shore of Darwin
Harbour across the water from Goose
Green. In October 1966 divers discovered
the ﬁgurehead which had long since
fallen oﬀ and lay covered in silt. It was
brought to Stanley and restored by the
then Museum Curator, John Smith. Today
the Garland’s ﬁgurehead is proudly on
display in Stanley’s Dockyard Museum. It
depicts a young woman dressed in white
and holding a garland of golden ﬂowers.
Unfortunately the head is missing.
Text by Tony Chater with special thanks
to Tansy Bishop, Na onal Archivist at the
Jane Cameron Na onal Archives.
Technical Details:- Photography Tony
Chater, Printer Cartor Security Prin ng,
Process Lithography , Perfora on 13 x
13 ¼ per 2cms, Stamp size 30.6 x 38mm,
Sheet layout 10, Release date 16 March,
2020, Produc on Co-ordina on Crea ve
Direc on (Worldwide)
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Births, marriages and deaths

Births, marriages and deaths

All information is obtained from the Falklands registry. If your child has Falklands status at birth but was born outside of the
Falklands please let us know so that the FIA can include the announcement in a following edition, if that is your wish

Births
07.01.2020
18.01.2020
24.01.2020
29.01.2020
16.03.2020
21.03.2020
25.03.2020
31.03.2020
15.05.2020
23.05.2020
10.06.2020
20.06.2020
24.06.2020
10.07.2020
17.07.2020

Anthony Theodore Stevens – Lucy Mary Rose Ellen Doreen Stevens & Paul Theodore Stevens
Xyle Xavier D. Darbe – Janine Grace B. Doroteo & Xavier Bava s Dabre
Owen Morgan Bucke – Bronwen Rebecca Ford & Jake Steven Bucke
Bay Cecilia Browning – Rebecca Lee Browning & Shane Ross Browning
Tegan Olivia Clingham – Kelly Melody Fiddes & Shaunmichael Ashley Clingham
Lara Ode e Morrison – Flavia Barbosa Se Souza & Guy Damain Morrison
Aurora Stephenson – Meghan Alexandra Law & Dylan Stephenson
Neo Ezekiel Servan Cornetes – Stephanie Negapatan Servan & Japhet Almocera Cornetes
Adam Graham France – Samantha Jane France & Ian Peter France
Rosie Michelle Minnell-Didlick – Amy Anne Minnell & John Charles Hilson Didlick
Stephanie Judy Louise Crossley-Berntsen – Chanelle Lawrence White & Jamie Sean Crossley
Sophia Eileen Reyes Crowie – Carolina Andrea Reyes Jeria & Peter James Crowie
Malakye Richard Short – Rebekah Roxanne Peck & Jason Francis Short
Trevor Miguel Pontaoe Puno – Sheila Robelyn Makidato Pontaoe & Billy Jake Delemos Puno
Alyza Ariya-Skye Green – Roxanne Chantelle Green & Ashley John Peters

Marriages
01.02.2020
08.02.2020
18.02.2020
29.02.2020
21.03.2020
14.05.2020

Abbie Louise Heathman & Harley-Dee Berntsen – Lafone House, Stanley, Falkland Islands
Caitlin Whitney & Arturo Tellez – Hope Place, Saladero, Falkland Islands
Elaine Ellen Turner & Andrew James Watson, Registrar General’s Chambers, Town Hall, Stanley, Falkland Islands
Kirsty Nicole Cruickshank & Stuart Eric Cruickshank – Malvina House Hotel, Stanley, Falkland Islands
Natalia Karina Cardozo Villalba & Gordon Francis Ackroyd – 13 Ross Road East, Stanley, Falkland Islands
Daniella Dawn Cur s & Rico Dakota Gene Williams – The Court & Council Chambers, Stanley, Falkland Islands

Deaths
07.01.2020
06.02.2020
28.02.2020
17.03.2020
27.03.2020
07.04.2020
04.05.2020
24.05.2020
29.05.2020
13.07.2020

Rikki James Reginald Poole
Daisy Malvina Rowlands (formerly Bowles)
Carlos de Toro
Robert John Wilkinson
Alan William Eagle
Freda Evelyn Alazia (Formerly Smith, Née Hansen)
Leonard Lloyd Hirtle
Rex Browning
Trevor Osneth Browning
Elizabeth Lee (Née Jaﬀray)
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FIA information
The Falkland Islands Association
President: The Rt Hon The Lord Hurd CH CBE.
Vice Presidents: General Sir Peter de la Billiere KCB
KBE DSO MC MSC DL, General Sir Michael Rose KCB
CBE DSO QGM DL, Mr David Tatham CMG,
Hon Cindy Buxton, Mr ECJ Clapp MBE, Dr R Elgood,
Councillor RE Walker, Mr Alan Huckle.
Interim Chair: Mr Paul Martinez
Hon Secretary: Mr Tym Marsh
Hon Treasurer: Mr Tym Marsh

Membership Application
A photocopy is acceptable to save cutting your copy of
the Newsletter or forms can be downloaded from the FIA
website at www.ﬁassociation.com
I wish to support the right of the people of the Falkland
Islands to decide their own future. I wish to join the Falkland
Islands Association (see membership rates elsewhere on
this page).
Name:..................................................................................

The Falkland Islands Association brings together those
who support the continuing freedom of the people of the
Falkland Islands. Its Constitution states that its aim is to
support the people of the Falkland Islands to decide
their own future.
The Association is independent but maintains close
links with many other Falklands’ organisations. It is
a major source of information about the Falklands. It
publishes a newsletter, which all members receive,
covering political and social events in the Islands,
wildlife, tourism, philately, and many other subjects. It
welcomes interest in the Falklands and invites all those
who share its aims to become members.

Advertising

Address:..............................................................................
............................................................................................
Connection to/interest in Falklan
ds:.....................................
............................................................................................
Tel:....................................Email:.........................................
Signature:....................................Date:...............................

Standing Order Form

The present circulation of the Newsletter is 4,000 copies. It
is distributed to Members of the Association, all Members
of the House of Commons, the Scottish Parliament and
the Welsh Assembly, members of the House of Lords, and
to the press, radio and television. Many copies circulate in
the United States, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and
other Commonwealth and foreign countries. Five hundred
copies are distributed in the Falkland Islands.
For advertising rates and details please apply to:
agoss@horizon.co.fk

Dates for your
2020 Diary

5 December 2020 - AGM 3.00pm by Zoom
1 April 2021 - New Membership arrangements apply

Option A: membership with Newsletter posted to address
Individual Member (UK/FI)
£20
Associate Member (UK/FI)
£15

Corporate Member
Corporate Sponsor

£25
£20
£50 (minimum)
£500

Option B: membership without Newsletter which can be
viewed and downloaded from the FIA website.
Individual Member (UK)
£15
Associate Member (UK)
£10
Individual Member (Overseas)
Associate member (Overseas)

Branch Address:..................................................................
............................................................................................
Please pay The Falkland Islands Association at NatWest,
St James & Piccadilly Branch, 208 Piccadilly, London W1J
9HE, Sort Code 56 00 29, Account No 24223999, the sum
of ……… pounds on receipt of this order and thereafter
annually on 1 April.
Name:..................................................................................
Address:..............................................................................
............................................................................................
Account no:.........................................................................
Sort Code:...........................................................................

Membership rates:

(Associate = student/pensioner)

Individual Member (Overseas)
Associate member (Overseas)

Name of Your Bank:............................................................

£15
£10

Account Name:....................................................................
Reference to be used (Surname, First Name, Initials): ......
............................................................................................

Privacy. The FIA takes care to protect the personal information
provided by members. For details of our approach, please see the
Privacy Policy on our website.

New contact emails

Please note the following new email addresses:
Membership queries to:
membershipsec@ﬁassociation.com
All other queries to:
honsec@ﬁassociation.com
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A small hotel with a big heart
+(500) 21462 stay@horizon.co.fk
www.waterfronthotel.co.fk

Central Location
The kitchen.café is located in the same
hotel and it’s the perfect place for
eating and drinking, from breakfast to
afternoon tea, from lunch with friends
to cocktails or dinner.
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Find Us Alongside
the Historic Museum
The Teaberry Cafe is perfect for a
takeaway lunch, coffee, cakes or sweets.
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