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Editorial

by FIA Chairman Mr Russell La Forte CBE

THE passing of HM Queen Elizabeth on 8 September was a moment of immeasurable na onal
sadness, and on behalf of all members of the Falkland Islands Associa on, I wish to convey our
loyal gree ngs and condolences to HM The King and all members of the Royal Family.
It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the October edi on of our ﬂagship publica on, the
Associa on Newsle er. Recent Royal and poli cal events notwithstanding, the focus of the
Associa on’s year so far has been upon the events to commemorate the 40th Anniversary of
the 1982 Conﬂict, details of many of which are covered in this edi on. Keith Angus has done a
marvellous job orchestra ng Associa on representa on at all the major events, and I know that
members have been extremely ac ve around the UK and in the Falkland Islands. Thank you one
and all. As expected, the rich programme of events has provided mul ple, ﬁ ng opportuni es
not only to rightly commemorate the sacriﬁces of the past, but also to look forward, celebra ng
all that has been achieved since to make the Falkland Islands such a vibrant, successful, modern
and diverse community.
Members will be interested to note that we have now produced a communica ons strategy to
be er coordinate the delivery of the key messages that underpin our aim of suppor ng the right
of Falkland Islanders to decide their own future. This deliberately pithy document may be found
on the website and I commend it to all members. In sum, our communica ons objec ves are
fourfold. Firstly, and most importantly, to foster support for the Falkland Islands, its sovereignty
and its right of self-determina on. Secondly, to foster understanding of the modern Falkland
Islands and its people. Thirdly, to counter Argen ne and other narra ves that seek to undermine
the right of Falkland Islanders to decide their own future. Lastly, to reassure Falkland Islanders of
our con nued support.
I do hope to meet as many of you as possible, whether it be in person or ‘virtually’ at our AGM
in London on 7 December. In the mean me, do enjoy the Newsle er, it’s a cracking read.
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Representa ves of the
Falklands stand for a
96-gun salute at Victory
Green in Stanley to
commemorate the
passing of Queen
Elizabeth II.
Photo: Nicholas Roberts
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The Chairman, accompanied by FIA Standard Bearer, Tamsin Cunningham, pay their respects at
the Na onal Memorial Arboretum, Libera on Day 2022

Suppor ng the right of Falkland Islanders
to decide their own future

The Secretary’s Desk
Execu ve Commi ee
During the Covid pandemic the
Execu ve Commi ee was forced to resort
to remote mee ngs by ZOOM. Although
these were surprisingly eﬀec ve and
allowed the work of the Associa on to
proceed, it is pleasing to announce that
we resumed face-to-face mee ngs in
London on 18 May 2022; but we now
include a ZOOM link so that commi ee
members in the Falklands can par cipate
in the discussions.
Proﬁle Raising
To a ract members and publicise its
role, the Associa on is making greater
eﬀorts to raise its proﬁle and this year
we placed whole-page adver sements
in the 1982 Conﬂict Commemora on
Journal and the Army-Navy Rugby Match
programme.
Of course, adver sing comes at a cost
so there is a limit to what we can do, but
proﬁle raising is important in these days
when there are so many issues and good
causes which compete for a en on.
AGM 2022 and FIG Recep on
As previously announced, the AGM will
be in London on 7 December and further
details will be placed in the Members’
Area of the website nearer the me.
This date has been chosen to allow FIA
Members to a end a recep on which

Tym Marsh
Hon Sec & Treasurer
is to be held by the Falkland Islands
Government at the Foreign Oﬃce on the
same day. Informa on on how to register
for the FIG event will also be made
available when known.

And Farewell
Sadly, this is my last Newsle er as Hon
Sec. I have been in post since early 2016
and it has been a great pleasure and
privilege to serve the Associa on. Having
taken part in the 1982 conﬂict, I feel
very strongly about the right of Falkland
Islanders to decide their own future and I
hope I have made a small contribu on to
that cause.
On my watch, and as the result of
the work of many people, especially
my hard-working colleagues on the
Execu ve Commi ee, we have taken
some useful steps forward, we have
for example: revised our Cons tu on,
adopted consistent branding with a logo
and strapline, updated the membership
system, improved record-keeping by
introducing a new membership database
and greatly improved ﬁnancial oversight.
And, most importantly, we now have
much be er liaison with our colleagues
in the Falklands.
I shall remain a member of the
Associa on and, from re rement, I
shall provide support and advice to my
successor if they request it.
I wish the Associa on good fortune
in the years ahead as well as peace and
freedom to the people of the Falklands.
Desire the right!

President: The Rt Hon The Lord Hurd CH CBE
Vice Presidents: Admiral The Right Honourable The Lord West of Spithead GCB DSC PC
General Sir Peter de la Billiere KCB KBE DSO MC MSC DL
General Sir Michael Rose KCB CBE DSO QGM DL
Mr David Tatham CMG; Mr Alan Huckle; Hon Cindy Buxton
Dr. R Elgood; Councillor R E Walker
Chairman: Russell La Forte CBE
Hon Secretary: Tym Marsh
Hon Treasurer: Tym Marsh
The Falkland Islands Associa on brings together those who support the con nuing freedom of
the people of the Falkland Islands. Its cons tu on states that its aim is “to support the right of
the people of the Falkland Islands to decide their own future.”
The Associa on is independent but maintains close links with many other Falklands’
organisa ons. It is a major source of informa on about the Falklands. It welcomes interest in
the Falklands and invites all those who share its aims to become members.

99.8% of Falkland voters wished to remain a Bri sh Overseas
territory in the government referendum of 2013
3

Queen Elizabeth II

The Falklands mourn the
death of Queen Elizabeth II
THE Falkland Islands joined the United
Kingdom, the other members of the
Commonwealth, fellow Bri sh Overseas
Territories, and the world, in mourning
the passing of Queen Elizabeth II on
September 9 a er news of her death on
September 8.
MLA Roger Spink, Chair of the
Legisla ve Assembly, expressed: “On
behalf of the people of the Falkland
Islands, we wish to express our hear elt
sympathies to the Royal family at this
sorrowful me.”
Immediately following the news
ﬂags were lowered to half-mast at
Gilbert House - the building of the
Falkland Islands Legisla ve Assembly;
Government House; Victory Green; and
all other buildings with ﬂagpoles outside.
“We have a deep and las ng aﬀec on
for Her Majesty The Queen, who on her
twenty-ﬁrst birthday declared ‘that my
whole life whether it be long or short
shall be devoted to your service’. Her
Majesty did devote her life to the service
of her country and the Falkland Islands
were devoted to The Queen engaging
with many of her celebra ons. As Head
of the Commonwealth Her Majesty has
supported our Islands through many
major events, including the invasion and
subsequent Libera on of the Islands.
The loss of The Queen will be felt deeply
throughout our community, she will
never be forgo en and I would like to
again express my and those of the people

Right: Oﬃcers of the Falkland Islands
Government in the foreground, the
Governor and representa ves of the
Ministry of Defence in the midground,
and gathered mourners in the back
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of the Falklands hear elt sympathies for
the Royal Family.”
On September 9 a parade was held,
with Members of the Falkland Islands
Legisla ve Assembly; Her Excellency
the Governor Alison Blake; Oﬃcers
of the Falkland Islands Government;
representa ves of the UK Ministry of
Defence and Falkland Islands Defence
Force; and a signiﬁcant number of
mourners of all ages, all in a endance.
Although she was never able to visit
the Falklands, the loss of the Queen was
felt profoundly in the Islands.
A 96-gun salute was ﬁred at midday
local- me to commemorate the longest
ruling monarch in Bri sh history, during
which the mourners stood and reﬂected
upon the long reign of Queen Elizabeth II.

Top: The portrait of HM Queen Elizabeth
II, taken for her 80th birthday, used in
the oﬃcial statement from The Palace
announcing her death (Photo: Jane
Bown/The Observer); HE The Governor
Alison Blake (centre), MLA Roger Spink
(le of Governor), Commander of the
Bri sh Forces South Atlan c Islands
Commodore Jonathan Le (right of
Governor), and other representa ves of
UK and Falklands Armed Forces observe
the 96-gun salute. Above: The ﬂag
at Gilbert House at halfmast. Below: The
96-gun salute
in progress.

News

MLAs assert Islanders’ rights
at UN-C24 Special Commi ee
MEMBERS of the Legisla ve Assembly
Leona Roberts and Gavin Short each
delivered speeches on June 23 at the
United Na ons (UN) Special Commi ee
on Decoloniza on (C24) in New York and
asserted again the “fundamental right
to determine our own future,” as was
described by MLA Roberts.
Both MLAs invited the C24 to send
a delega on for a fact ﬁnding mission
to the Falklands, MLA Roberts sta ng
“the C24 has a duty to understand the
territories and people it considers,” and
added that “the Argen ne Government
so vehemently opposes such a mission
speaks volumes: Argen na fears that by
visi ng our Islands you will see the truth.”
MLA Short oﬀered: “Please come and
see our islands, our country, our people.”
MLA Short con nued with a reminder
of the ac ons of Argen na against the
Falklands, sta ng “Argen na do their best
to a ack us via diploma c and economic
means; they refuse requests for overﬂight
permissions even for humanitarian ﬂights
and refuse to engage in work to create a
regional ﬁsheries management zone in
the South West Atlan c.
“They would rather see the ecosystem
ruined by irresponsible ﬁshing than
si ng down (as we wish to) to try and
conserve life in the seas for the beneﬁt
of all.”
MLA Roberts in her speech said that
Argen na “fear that [the C24] will see
how they – a neighbour more than 12
thousand mes our size – ac vely tries to
restrict our social and economic growth;
to disrupt trade, communica ons and
interna onal rela onships. They seek
to illegally sanc on organisa ons doing
business with us, have threatened to
arrest cruise ships visi ng us and even
harass our sports teams compe ng
overseas.”
MLA Roberts also spoke during her
speech about the mul na onal nature
of the Falklands and how the “natural

growth” is “very far from the ‘implanted
popula on’ that Argen na proclaims.”
She said “our popula on of less than
3,500 people is made up of more than 60
na onali es and is diverse and inclusive.
Some families, like mine, can trace nine
genera ons in our Islands. Others came
to the Falklands more recently and from
all over the world – countries ranging
from Argen na to Zimbabwe – many of
those families have achieved ci zenship
and are now proudly Falkland Islanders.”
MLA Short during his speech said, “You
will probably hear calls today for talks to
ﬁnd a peaceful solu on. We have had
peace in the Falklands for the past 40
years.
“But Argen na’s cons tu on states
that any nego a ons can only have one
outcome – the Falklands and its people
become Argen nian irrespec ve of the
wishes of its people.”
Each MLA spoke also on their heritage
in the Falklands. MLA Short stated,
“During the [UN Paciﬁc Regional Mee ng]
in St Lucia I listened to an Argen ne
speaker say we did not have the right to
self-determina on because we are an
implanted popula on. Let me be clear,
our European roots are no diﬀerent to
that of our neighbours and I challenge
them to show me proof that my family
was implanted.”
MLA Roberts said, “in past years an
Argen ne delegate spoke here of their
ancestor’s piano and how they planted
tulips.
“Well, my father was Chilean, but my
mother’s family arrived in the Falklands
180 years ago. James and Margaret
Biggs were genuine and humble se lers.
They could not dream of luxuries such
as pianos. They ini ally lived in canvas
and turf huts. And there was no me
for tulips – no, my ancestors planted
vegetables and raised livestock to keep
their children alive.
“Life was hard, but these pioneer

families prevailed and built a country
where none existed.”
The two MLAs each concluded with
statements on the self-determina on of
the Falklands.
MLA Short stated, “we will prac ce
self-determina on, we will manage our
natural resources responsibly, we will
build a stronger future for our people,
I don’t care how much Argen na ﬂex
their muscles – it will be the people of
the Falkland Islands and only the people
of the Falkland Islands who decide their
poli cal future and I invite you to walk
with the us on the journey that we are
making – and at the core of that journey
will be self-determina on.”
MLA
Roberts
concluded:
“We
Falkland Islanders, whether ninth or
ﬁrst genera on, must not be denied
our voice. Our fundamental right to
determine our own future should be
respected by all who value freedom and
democracy, and this commi ee should
not, through its support or its silence,
condone the threats and colonial desires
of our bullying neighbour.”
Following
statements
by
the
representa ves of the Falkland Islands,
representa ves from Argen na asserted
their claim.
Over the course of a further hour,
statements were made by members of the
UN Special Commi ee on Decoloniza on
(C24).
The majority of support was either in
favour of the Argen nian claim or that
peaceful nego a ons for sovereignty
should resume between the UK and
Argen na. The only statement of support
for Falklands self-determina on came
from Sierre Leone.
In conclusion, the Commi ee resolved
to maintain is previous posi on that
a solu on needs to be found through
peaceful nego a on between the UK and
Argen na.
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Stanley gains city status during Jubilee
STANLEY was announced on May 19 to
have been awarded city status as part
of the Pla num Jubilee Civic Honours,
making the Falkland Islands the ﬁrst ever
Overseas Territory to win city status in a
compe on.
Speaking about the Pla num Jubilee
Civic Honours, the then Chancellor of the
Duchy of Lancaster Steve Barclay said:
“I am delighted that a record number
of loca ons have been awarded the
pres gious city status as part of Her
Majesty The Queen’s Pla num Jubilee
Celebra ons.
“What was clear to me during the
process of assessing each applica on
was the pride that people felt for their
communi es, local cultural heritage and
the Royal Family.
“As we celebrate Her Majesty The
Queen’s colossal contribu on to society,
I am thrilled that we are able to recognise
some of the many places that make
Britain great.
“It is also incredibly reﬂec ve of Her
Majesty’s global outlook and years of
interna onal service that applicants
from the Overseas Territories and Crown
Dependencies have been selected as

winners for the ﬁrst me.
“I look forward to the world coming
together to show our pride and gra tude
to Queen Elizabeth II on the Jubilee
weekend.”
MLA Pete Biggs, Chair of the Legisla ve
Assembly at the me, said: “We are
u erly thrilled to have been chosen for
this very rare award, which is granted by
Queen Elizabeth II herself. The Falkland
Islands is one of the most remote Bri sh
Overseas Territories, but our distance
only serves to strengthen the feelings of
gra tude, love and respect, that we have
for Her Majesty The Queen, as a vitally
important and iconic ﬁgurehead for the
UK and the Commonwealth.
“This celebra on of her extraordinary
reign comes at a me when we in the
Falkland Islands are equally reﬂec ng on
an extraordinary me in our own history,
as we remember the events of 74 days
in 1982 when we were invaded. For our
small community it was an unprecedented
me, but I am delighted that, 40 years
on from those dark days, we are being
recognised in this way – I think it goes to
show just how far we have come in that
me. In the past four decades we have

built a thriving, prosperous na on, which
con nually looks to the future while
respec ng our past.
“We are also especially delighted, as
it is the ﬁrst me that Bri sh Overseas
Territories and Crown Dependencies
have been allowed to apply for the tle,
which is why we jumped at the chance
to take part. We have a very strong and
long-standing rela onship with the Royal
family, whose visits have always been
very well-received. Each me we have
welcomed royalty to our shores, they
have made a las ng impression on our
home and in our hearts.
“Finally, I would like to express to Her
Majesty our sincere and grateful thanks
on behalf of all of the people of the
Falkland Islands, who remain her loyal
subjects. We sincerely hope that the
Pla num Jubilee celebra ons bring her
great joy and happiness – and that she
will be able to hear the sounds of our
own fes vi es from 8,000 miles away.
God save our gracious Queen!”
More on the Queens Pla num Jubilee
on pages 8 and 9.

South Yorkshire Aircra Museum’s ‘Tale of Two Ci es’
THE Trustees and Volunteers of the South
Yorkshire Aircra Museum (SYAM), join
in congratula ng the Falklands in gaining
city status for Stanley in the Queen’s
Pla num Jubilee year. The celebra ons
are mirrored in Doncaster, as it has also
been granted City status in the Pla num
Jubilee Civic Honours.
A signiﬁcant part of SYAM’s extensive
display of avia on history and artefacts is
devoted to the Falklands War and part of
this is devoted to the current life in the
Islands.
This gives us the ﬁrst of our ‘two ci es’.
This year, 2022, is extra important, as you
will all know, to the Falklands as it is the
40th Anniversary of their libera on from
the Argen ne invasion in 1982. We have
been privileged to count many Veterans
of the War, their families, and several
Islanders amongst our visitors this year.
The Museum houses an oﬃcial
Falklands War Memorial which honours
the 255 Bri sh Servicemen and 3
Islanders who lost their lives in the
Falklands War.
This anniversary year, we added
two memorial benches, in honour of
local men who lost their lives, and an
addi onal display of ‘Messages from the
Falklands’, where the Islanders have been
able to express their everlas ng thanks
and aﬀec on for those who liberated
them in 1982.
On the 15th of May, to coincide with
the presence of the ‘Ride of Respect’,
over one hundred a ended a short
commemora ve service at the Memorial
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The memorial benches at SYAM
when the benches and display boards
were revealed by family members of
some who made the ul mate sacriﬁce
and did not return.
The second city referred to in the tle
is our home in Doncaster. Quite o en,
Doncaster, which is rightly well known
for its railway and horse racing history,
has its part in Bri sh, and even world,
avia on history neglected. Doncaster
was the venue, in 1909, for the ﬁrst UK
Avia on Mee ng, we would call it an
Airshow nowadays, which was only the
second in the world.
There is a lot more informa on in the
display at SYAM, telling the story of early
avia on in South Yorkshire, including a
replica of the Bleriot aircra which set a
world airspeed record of 49.5 mph.
The museum, which is run by unpaid
volunteers and trustees, tells the
stories of South Yorkshire avia on and,

housing the UK’s most comprehensive,
permanent Falklands War display can
now truly claim to have these ‘tales of
two ci es’.
As well as a dozen helicopters and
aeroplanes which have a Falklands
connec on, there are, in total, almost 100
airframes, half complete and half cockpit
sec ons, along with more than 100
aircra engines and lots of other related
items on display in the last few buildings
from WW2 RAF Doncaster, which is now
the current site of the Museum.
In summary, we are proud to be able
to claim that we have much on display to
remind visitors of the history of two of
the ‘new’ ci es, created in Her Majesty’s
Pla num Jubilee year and look forward
to the ongoing support of the people of
both.
Alan Bea e, Chairman,
South Yorkshire Aircra Museum.

News

The Falkland Islands welcomes
37th Governor Alison Blake CMG
THE 37th Governor of the Falkland
Islands, Her Excellency the Governor
Alison Blake CMG, was sworn into post
on July 23 and welcomed with a parade
at Victory Green and a recep on at
Government House in the evening.
On the morning of July 23 the swearing
in ceremony took place, during which
HE the Governor swore the Oath of
Allegiance and the Oath of Due Execu on
of the Oﬃce of Governor, and was
bestowed her ceremonial sword by
Speaker of the House Keith Biles.
During the ceremony the newly
appointed Governor of the Falkland
Islands and Commissioner to South
Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands,
Alison Blake, said “it’s a huge privilege
and a great pleasure to be sworn in” and
that she and her husband, Peter, had
been touched by the warm welcome they
had received.
The Governor said the uniform she
“wore today is no doubt smaller, but
otherwise iden cal to that of my male
predecessors” - and it represented a
sign that “in the Falkland Islands skill and
capability, not gender, determine who
does what. Including in public life.”
She con nued by sta ng she would
“defend and promote the right of selfdetermina on for the people of the
Falkland Islands, including as your
advocate interna onally” and she would
“uphold the democra c ins tu ons” of
the Falklands.
Following the ceremony a parade was
held at Victory Green with a detachment
of the Falkland Islands Defence Force

(FIDF) present. Following the inspec on
of the parade a 17-gun salute took place.
The Governor, following the parade,
walked around Victory Green to meet
and thank the a endees, including
representa ves of youth groups.
During the evening of July 23 a
recep on was held at Government House,
where the Governor met members of
the community and spoke about her
pleasure at being the 37th Governor of
the Falkland Islands.

Top right: Her Excellency Governor
Alison Blake CMG inspects the FIDF
parade detachment on the morning
of July 23. Right: HE Governor Blake
salutes during the Na onal Anthem
during the swearing in ceremony. Right:
The Parade salutes the new governor
during her welcome parade. Bo om
right: HE Governor the Governor Alison
Blake meets members of youth groups.
Below: The Governor addresses the attendees of the recep on on the evening
of July 23 alongside Deputy Governor
Dave Morgan
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The Pla num Jubilee in the Falklands
The Pla num Jubilee of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II was celebrated in
the Falklands over the course of several
days, beginning with a recep on at the
Town Hall and ending with a medal
presenta on ceremony at Government
House.
The Jubilee weekend began on June 2
with the ligh ng of two Jubilee Beacons,
one at Moody Brook at sunset - 4.51pm
- which was made of pallets and several
metres high. As it burned the sun set in
front of a large crowd who gathered on
both sides of Moody Brook, watching
from on foot and inside cars.
The second beacon was lit at
Government House at 8.30pm, smaller
and more reﬁned, backlit by the lights in
the sun room of the residence.
THE Falkland Islands celebrated the
Pla num Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II from June 1 to 5 with a range
of events to commemorate the longest
reigning monarch in Bri sh history.
The ﬁrst celebra on of the Pla num
Jubilee was a public recep on at the
Town Hall on June 1, where members
of the civilian and military communi es
gathered to eat, drink, and celebrate the
long reign of the Queen.

MLA Leona Roberts spoke at the event
at the joy as “the Falklands will be joining
with millions of others in countries
all around the globe in celebra ng
Her Majesty's Pla num Jubilee” and
celebrated that “long and deep rooted
history” of the Falklands “as an ac ve and
loyal member of the Bri sh family.”
She spoke also about the historic
connec on of the Falklands with the
Royal Family, including members’ visits to
the Islands.
Deputy Governor Dave Morgan
delivered the Loyal Toast, sta ng that
“tonight [June 1] goes to underline the
real commitment to the monarchy that
is displayed here in the Falkland Islands”
before toas ng “The Queen” to the

gathered public.
On June 2 the two beacon ligh ngs
took place, overseen by the Fire & Rescue
Service, who put on their emergency
lights at Moody Brook as the beacon
there burned.
A Commemora ve Service was held at
Christ Church Cathedral on June 3 to mark
the Jubilee, at which the Community
Choir sang and Reverend Ian Faulds spoke
to the gathered congrega on. On June 4
a community party was held during the
day for members of the public of all ages,
where young people dressed as Royalty
and enjoyed snacks and face pain ng.
In the evening a family dance was held,
where all members of the community
aged 11 and above were welcome, and
danced into the night in a town hall
decorated with Falklands and Union
Flags on the walls, as well as decora ons
handmade by young people of the
Islands.
A Sunday a ernoon tea was then held
on June 5, where bakers of the islands
put their best bake forwards in the
baking compe on featured as part of
the event.
Top, inset: The Jubilee Beacon at Moody
Brook unlit. Top: The Jubilee Beacon lit,
with addi onal ligh ng from the Falkland
Islands Fire and Rescue Service. Above,
right: The Beacon at Government House
lit. Le : A endees stand at a en on for
the Loyal Toast on June 1.
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The winning cake, made and decorated
by Larissa Blake, went on sale in Rose's
Coﬀee Shop with proceeds from
every slice going to Team Tranquil, a
mental health charity. The ﬁnal Jubilee
commemora on was a Medal Ceremony
for the Emergency Services, where
members of the Falkland Islands Defence
Force, Fire & Rescue Service, Royal
Falkland Islands Police, King Edward
Memorial Hospital and Prison Service
received medals for their services.
Among those receiving medals was

ﬁreﬁghter Derek Clarke, who was also
honoured with an MBE for service to the
community in Her Majesty The Queen’s
Jubilee Honours Celebra ons List.
In the tradi onal le er to the Queen
from the Members of the Legisla ve
Assembly MLA Mark Pollard oﬀered
“hear elt congratula ons on this
historical occasion of Your Majesty’s
Pla num Jubilee” and thanked the Queen
for awarding Stanley city status as part of
the Jubilee Celebra ons. He concluded
the le er:

“We have the honour to be Your Majesty’s humble
and obedient servants and are truly grateful for Your
Majesty’s 70 years of dedica on and service to the
people of the Commonwealth.”

Photos, clockwise: All ages enjoy
the fes vi es at the town hall in
the Community Party on June 4; the
Family Dance picks up energy on
Saturday evening; the ﬁne spun sugar
decora ons of the wining cake; Talia
Manu-Stephenson does face pain ng at
the Community Party on June 4 (picture
Tessa Berntsen); Fireﬁghter Derek Clarke
receives his Pla num Jubilee Medal
at Government House on June 6; The
Pla num Jubilee Medals.
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The Na onal Memorial Arboretum in Staﬀordshire, MLA Roger Spink lays a wreath at the 1982 memorial in Cardiﬀ, MLA Spink
at the service in Portsmouth

40th Anniversary Libera on Day
events held across the UK

LIBERATION Day in the UK was marked
by a day-long series of ac vi es that
took place at the Na onal Memorial
Arboretum in Staﬀordshire.
The event, which was a ended by
several thousand people, culminated
in a service and Act of Remembrance
compered by Sir Max Has ngs, and
featuring a live link-up with Stanley.
The event concluded with an address
from the Prime Minister and a ﬂypast
of helicopters from the 1980s. At the
end, Leona Roberts MLA addressed the
crowd. Speaking of her own memories
of 1982 and the gra tude Islanders feel
to those who liberated the Falklands,
Leona, supported by Roger Spink MLA,
presented Tom Herring, the Chair of the
South Atlan c Medal Associa on with
the Freedom of the Falkland Islands
Scroll, on behalf of all holders of the
South Atlan c Medal. This replicated a
similar presenta on that took place in
Stanley a couple of days before.
The next day, members of the House of
Commons and House of Lords gathered
in St Margaret’s Church, Westminster
for a Parliamentary service to mark
the 40th anniversary. The service was
requested by the speakers of both
Houses of Parliament, who a ended and
took part in the service. Richard Hyslop,
UK Representa ve, also read one of the
lessons. Junior Ambassador, Tamsin
McLeod, read one of the prayers, and
Roger Spink MLA read a reﬂec on on the
modern Falkland Islands. The service was
a ended by a wide range of poli cians,
including the Leader of the Opposi on
Sir Keir Starmer, and many who had been
involved in the famous Saturday si ng of
April 3, 1982.
Speaking a er the service, Richard
Hyslop said: “Following on from what
was a very special 40th Libera on Day,
it was wonderful that poli cians from
across the poli cal spectrum could
gather to mark the 40th anniversary. I
am grateful to both the Speaker of the
House of Commons and the Lord Speaker
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for making this possible.”
Events marking the 40th anniversary
are s ll taking place in the UK, and the
UK Representa ve and Roger Spink
MLA travelled to Wales on June 16 for a
wreath laying and Act of Remembrance
at the 1982 memorial in Cardiﬀ, and then
to a end the Welsh Na onal service in
Llandaﬀ Cathedral.
This service was organised by the Welsh
Government and both the First Minister
of Wales, Mark Drakeford MS, and the
Secretary of State for Wales, Simon Hart
MP, par cipated in the service with Roger
Spink MLA giving a reﬂec on on the
modern Falkland Islands.
There were mul ple other events
across the UK. Roger Spink, Richard
Hyslop,
Michael
Be s,
Deputy
Representa ve, and Ma Ware, UK PR
Manager, also a ended 40th anniversary
events in Havant, Portsmouth, Aldershot,
Hereford, and Hull.
Richard Hyslop laid a wreath at the
1982 Memorial in Aldershot Military
Cemetery in memory of members of
the Parachute Regiment killed in 1982.
Parachute Regiment veterans then
paraded through Aldershot with General
Julian Thompson taking the salute and
addressing the veterans.
General Sir Michael Rose [FIA Vice
President], fresh from his visit to the
Islands, was present at a lunch in Hereford
Town Hall and service in the Cathedral.
The UK Representa ve laid a wreath on
behalf of the people and government of
the Islands and gave a reﬂec on, during
the service, on developments in the
Islands, post 1982.
The city of Portsmouth marked the
40th anniversary in a number of ways
over the weekend of June17-19th. On
Friday evening a Beat Retreat was held
in the Guildhall Square and on Saturday,
new memorial benches and plaques were
unveiled beside the Square tower and
overlooking the waters where the task
force departed and returned. On Sunday
a parade of almost 1,000 veterans was

led by the Royal Marine band to the
unveiling of a new Falklands memorial
beside the Square Tower. Wreaths were
laid, including one on behalf of the
Falkland Islands people, laid by Roger
Spink.
A er the ceremony the veterans
marched to Portsmouth Cathedral for a
service of remembrance, at which the
names of all 258 Bri sh casual es were
read out. In the a ernoon, MLA Spink
a ended another service in nearby
Havant, where he laid a wreath and
presented a Falkland Islands ﬂag to local
MP Alan Mak, who visited the Falkland
Islands in 2017.
SAMA82 held a weekend of
remembrance in Hull, which involved an
event on Saturday in Queen’s Gardens
that featured two Navy helicopters, a
Falklands40 bus will be used on routes
in the city, singers, and a number of
stalls promo ng the UK armed services.
It is es mated that over 7,000 people
visited the event and the FIGO Deputy
Representa ve, was in a endance
to meet with veterans, including
Commodore Clapp, and members of the
public.
On Sunday, a service of remembrance
was held at Hull Minster, which is
believed to be the largest service held in
the church in over 80 years. An es mated
500 people a ended the service, which
involved a number of veterans and the
Deputy Representa ve reading out the
names of those who died serving in the
UK Armed Services and the three Falkland
Islanders.
A er the service, a parade was
held through the centre of the city
to the Cenotaph where veterans,
representa ves of branches of the UK
Armed Services, Diana Johnson MP and
the Deputy Representa ve laid wreaths
in memory of those who died during the
Falklands War.
Ma Ware,
FIG UK PR Manager
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Falkland Islands Associa on
ac vity amidst Falklands 40
Keith Angus, FIA Execu ve Commi ee
Member writes.
This year we as an Associa on have
been showing our support to the people
of the Falkland Islands and the veterans
that liberated them 40 years ago. I had the
pleasure of coordina ng the a endance
of Falkland Island Associa on members at
various events with addi onal help from
the Falkland Islands Government Oﬃce.
Our Associa on has been represented at
25 events throughout this year, the events
have included services, presenta ons,
parades and plaque unveiling. Thank you
to everyone who a ended events, I am
sure that others were a ended that we
did not hear about.
We started oﬀ as early as March 19
when a presenta on was given at the
assembly of Lord Wandsworth College.
I represented the Associa on at the
ﬁrst service, which was held by the
South Atlan c Medal Associa on at the
Falklands Memorial inside The Na onal
Memorial Arboretum on April 3.
Support was given when the custodian
of the service sheets realised that he
(no names!) had le the service sheets

behind at his hotel, Keith was on hand
to take him back to his hotel to retrieve
them just in me for the service to begin.
Forty years late but I ﬁnally supported
the task force.
I a ended an opening of a display
of le ers of gra tude from Falkland
Islanders who were liberated 40 years
ago at the South Yorkshire Air Museum
(SYAM) on the May 15.
Much interest from the veterans who
a ended was shown, the le er sent by
Ailsa Heathman was well received by
the veterans in a endance from the 3rd
Ba alion of the Parachute Regiment who
formed up at her farm prior to the assault
of Mount Longdon, all the le ers were
greatly appreciated.
This has been an excep onal year for
the Associa on - our a endance at these
events has made many people aware of
us and it has gained us new members, as
well as recogni on. Please have a look at
the list of events and if you can add to it,
please email me at admin@ﬁassocia on.
com I will add them to the list for entry
into the 2023 newsle er.

FIA a endance at Falklands
40 services and func ons
Date
Mar 19
April 2
Apr 3
Apr 5
Apr 25
Apr 25
Apr 29
May 15
May 14
May 22
May 25
May 29
Jun 6
Jun 8
Jun 8
Jun 8
Jun 11
Jun 14
Jun 14
Jun 15
Jun 19
Jun 19

Func on
Loca on
Falklands 40 Assembly
Lord Wandsworth College
Exhibi on
Nat. Army Museum
SAMA 82 Service
Na onal Memorial Arboretum
St Pauls/Cathedral Service
St Faiths Chapel
Falklands 40 Dinner
RM Poole
40th Anniversary Lecture
Cambridge
St Yorkshire Air Museum event
Doncaster
“ “ Air Museum Ride of Respect
Doncaster
Reﬂec on and commemora on
Carlisle
City of Norwich Avia on Museum Norwich
The Service of Commemora on
RNAS Yeovilton
Parade & Service
Gosport
Pangbourne Church Service
Falklands Memorial Chapel Pangbourne
Dockyard plaque unveiling
Southampton
Coachmaker Annual Banquet
Guildhall London
Capt. John Hamilton MC Memorial Na onal Memorial Arboretum
40th Anniversary display opening Na onal Army Museum
Commemora on Event
Na onal Memorial Arboretum
Commemora on Event
St Pauls Cathedral
Falkland 40 Parliamentary Service St Margaret’s Church Westminster
Falklands 40 parade
Portsmouth
All-Party Parliamentary Groups for the Armed Forces and parliamentary
recep on
London
June 23 Falklands 40 and Chinooks
RAF Odiham

HMS Coventry
tale shared in
Na onal Army
Museum
THE Na onal Army Museum in London
was host to a display commemora ng
the 40th Anniversary, as well as a
presenta on by Falkland’s veteran
Chris Howe MBE, former Electronic
Warfare Director on HMS Coventry.
Falkland
Islands
Associa on
Execu ve
Commi ee
member
Deborah Northwood visited the event
and said that as Mr Howe, MBE, spoke
about his experiences “The audience
was gripped” and that “he told his
story of his bravery and that of all his
comrades as they escaped from the
ﬂames of the blazing HMS Coventry
and about his life a erwards.”
The sinking of the HMS Coventry and
Atlan c Conveyor are commemorated
in the Falklands on May 25 every year.

Chris Howe MBE, former Electronic
Warfare Director on HMS Coventry at
the Museum
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Above: Falkland Islands Associa on Members at the South
Atlan c Memorial, 14th June, Na onal Memorial Arboretum
On 14th June 2022, Libera on Day in the Falklands, the
Royal Bri sh Legion organised and hosted at the Na onal
Memorial Arboretum in Staﬀordshire, what was a premier
event in the 40th Anniversary commemora on programme in
the UK, a ended by the then Prime Minister Boris Johnson, as
well as MLAs Leona Roberts and Roger Spink.
Veterans, their families, bereaved families, and civilians
who supported the Armed Forces came together to mark the
40th Anniversary of the Falklands Conﬂict. Hosted by Sir Max
Has ngs, the event featured a live link-up with the Falkland
Islands for the 2-minute silence, a ﬂy-past and addresses by
veterans, the Prime Minister and MLA Leona Roberts.

FIA at Na onal
Memorial
Arboretum
Commemora on
Libera on parade in Portsmouth
ON the June 19 there was a Falklands
40 parade in Portsmouth. This was
a ended by ExCo commi ee member
Deborah Northwood.
The parade ended at the Square
Tower, the site of the Falklands ﬂag
and memorial plaque. Also unveiled
was a second plaque enabled a er
fundraising by veteran Barrie Jones.
With the addi on of this second
plaque it is the case that every single
person who lost their life in the conﬂict
is commemorated appropriately.
Representa ves were also given
cer ﬁcates gran ng them the Freedom
of Portsmouth and of Stanley. South
Atlan c Medal Holders who were
unable to a end are able to see a
copy of the scroll of Freedom of the
Falklands on the SAMA website or by
contac ng
info@falklandsveterans.
org.uk.
In a endance on behalf of the
Falkland Islands Government was MLA
Roger Spink.
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Falklands landmarks to
be named for 1982 fallen
ADDITIONAL loca ons around the
Falklands are to be named a er the 258
servicemen and civilians who gave their
lives for the libera on of the Falklands
in 1982 as part of the 40th Anniversary
commemora ons.
The 40th Anniversary Place Names
Remembrance Project, lead by Rosie
King, Sally Poncet and Ken Passﬁeld
- and assisted by the Falkland Islands
Associa on, set out to “create an
enduring legacy for their sacriﬁce and
assure next of kin and families that these
men and women will never be forgo en.”
In undertaking the project the group
found that 20 places in the islands were
already named a er fallen from 1982,
“mostly Mount Pleasant Airport road
and street names, but also two Stanley
streets and an island in Salvador Waters
were already named a er individuals.”
As such the group set out to ﬁnd 238
further loca ons to be named. Criteria
were set for the loca ons, namely that
they: needed to be distributed across
the en re Falklands to symbolise that
the en re country was liberated; the
loca on must be visible on Google Earth
so families and next of kin can ﬁnd them;
to not have an exis ng place name; and
to be in need of a name.
These last two points required not
insigniﬁcant research to make sure no

Loca ons to be named a er fallen of 1982. Red points mark loca ons which will be
newly named, black marks show loca ons which are already named for 1982 fallen.
historic place names were overwri en requested that their feature be named
and to ascertain a need for naming.
a er a par cular individual or someone
“This can be subjec ve,” a project from a par cular unit,” the press release
release said, “from a seafaring perspec ve explained, and the rest will be allocated
it is obvious which points, bays, rocks and at random.
islands are in need of naming.
The Associa on has supported this
“For inland areas, only conspicuous project through contact with next-offeatures such as hills, streams, ponds, kin of the fallen. We would urge anyone
prominent rocks or ridges were selected.” reading this ar cle to share it with any
Other loca ons required consulta ons next-of-kin they know. Please email
with landowners, farm managers, and membershipsec@ﬁassocia on.com with
Department of Overseas Surveys maps.
details, which we will forward to the
As for which name goes on which project.
loca on, “some landowners have

‘82 Task Force Departure Commemorated

ON April 5 2022 there was a service at St Paul’s Cathedral to mark the day on which the Task Force sailed 40 years before.
This photograph shows a group of veterans who were at the service which was also a ended by the FIA Chairman and three
members of the Execu ve Commi ee

13

Falklands 40

Libera on day faces, far le and far right, respec vely representa ves of the Royal Marines and Parachute Regiment. Centre:
Lessons are read at Christchurch Cathedral by Commander Bri sh Forces Commodore Jonathan Le and Rowan Chris e

Libera on Day 2022

THE largest Libera on Day Parade in recent years was
held to commemorate the For eth Anniversary of the
Libera on of Stanley.
Each of the main parts of the Armed Forces were
represented in the parade which included a ﬂypast
by the Royal Air Force; a piper who played for the
Act of Remembrance; the Band of the Royal Marines;
veterans; visi ng oﬃcials and a gigan c crowd
from Stanley, camp, and Mount Pleasant Complex
communi es.
Also in a endance was a full range of local press and
a selec on of interna onal reporters who had travelled
to the Falklands to be present for the signiﬁcant
anniversary which garnered interna onal a en on.
Following the parade two recep ons were held,
one at the Town Hall and one at the Malvina House
Hotel, both of which provided food free of charge for
the military and public to enjoy. Merrymaking went on
into the night with civilians and military alike sharing
their memories and feelings about the conﬂict.
Above: The band of the Royal Marines lead the parade. Below: The biggest parade the Falklands has seen for many years
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Above le : Youth groups are amazed by the ﬂy past.
Above right veterans stand solemnly wai ng
to lay wreaths. Above: Detachment
of Royal Marines on parade. Le :
Dignitaries prepare to take the
Royal Salute. Right: Falklands
war veteran Kevin Ormond
amidst the standards

Above: Strong turnout at the Libera on Monument. Above: Falklands Military Wives Choir at Christchurch cathedral
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Libera on and ‘the best
damned cuppa I’ve had’

IN 1982 Patrick Watts was Head of
Falklands Radio and on the night/
morning of April 1/2 he conducted a
marathon 11 hours non-stop broadcast
of the Argentine Invasion which
culminated in the Radio Station being
seized and placed under Argentine
Military control. He maintained a
British presence at the Radio Station
for most of the 74 days of occupation.
He described his personal recollections
and involvement of the 14th June 1982
which was the day that British Forces
liberated the Falklands.
The Falklands capital Stanley had
been under siege for three days and
nights. The bombardment had started
on the night of 11th June soon a er
the mountains of Longdon, Two Sisters
and Harriet had been secured by the
3rd Ba alion Parachute Regiment, 45
Commando and 42 Commando Royal
Marines respec vely.
Almost immediately Argen ne 105mm
and 150mm guns, which were situated on
the edge of town and in some instances
on the streets between dwelling houses,
began shelling the mountains which the
Bri sh Forces now occupied.
On Mt. Longdon in par cular there
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were many casual es as a result of
the incessant Argen ne shelling. Not
surprisingly Bri sh Ar llery, which
was situated behind the mountains,
responded with the primary objec ve
of disabling as much of the Argen ne
weaponry as possible. Consequently
Stanley was subjected to a barrage of
incoming shells which were unceasing in
their rapidity and frequency.
As I recall there were two dis nct
sounds – a whistling eﬀect and a dull
concentrated thump. To this day I do
not know which sound indicated an
incoming or outgoing shell. The noise
was unrelen ng and debilita ng and it
was impossible to rest or sleep.
We constantly drank tea and talked
of the endless possibili es and not least
the unhealthy prospect of hand-to-hand
street ﬁgh ng in the town, which we
feared the most. Inevitably several of the
Bri sh shells were slightly misdirected
and my uncle Wilfried Newman’s house
on Davis Street received a direct hit and
was burnt down.
Thankfully he and his daughter
had moved further into the town. On
Racecourse Road another house was
lost for the same reason and two further

houses at the very west end of Ross Road
went up in ﬂames a er being shelled.
All were later replaced by the so-called
Brewster houses at the Government’s
expense.
Having maintained a Bri sh presence
at the Radio Sta on for 71 days following
the 2nd April invasion, I felt unable to
con nue to annoy and hinder the 3
Argen ne civilians (a 4th Norman Powell
had previously returned to Buenos
Aires) who had been sent across by the
Argen ne Military Junta to supervise
opera ons and broadcast in Spanish,
outside of our tradi onal hours which
I insisted we should be permi ed to
maintain. An Argen ne television channel
(7) had been established locally within a
few days of the Invasion and operated
from the Radio Sta on. I broadcast the
news in English and Powell in Spanish on
both radio and television.
Given the uncertainty which prevailed
and the desperate situa on which we
faced I elected to remain at home to
comfort my two young daughters Cyndi
and Amara aged 10 and 12 and my
widowed mother.
Like other occupants of the town who
lived in so-called ‘safe houses’, which
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were stone-walled, we oﬀered refuge
to folks who lived in likely dangerous
loca ons.
An elderly couple named Milly and
Hector Anderson stayed with us at No.
5 Police Co ages. My sister and brotherin-law Hulda and Iain Stewart joined us
for the ﬁnal few days of ac on. They
lived in the dangerous Ross Road west
area and just as soon as the 10:00 curfew
hour passed on the morning of the 12th
June I was able to drive to their home,
where they had spent the night under
the ﬂoorboards as shells were ﬂying
everywhere, and bring them and their
dog to my home.
I was ‘protec ng’ a Ford Escort car
which belonged to the Foreign Oﬃce
and was for the use of staﬀ employed at
Government House. Chris ne Wells was
Governor Rex Hunt’s PA and her husband
Brian worked in the oﬃce as well. They
were good friends and we regularly
would meet at par es.
On the a ernoon of 2nd April, as the
Governor and Mrs. Hunt and all the
Foreign Oﬃce staﬀ and their families
were being deported, Brian called me
up and suggested that I endeavour
to prevent the car from falling into
Argen ne hands so during the next 10
weeks every me there was the prospect
of the car being commandeered by an
Argen ne senior oﬃcer I vehemently
insisted that it was my private property.
Unlike many other Foreign Oﬃce vehicles
the Escort survived the war but as I had
an cipated I was required to return the
car to Government House in July when
Governor Hunt returned and new staﬀ
members arrived in the Islands.
14th June, Morning
At around 11:00 on the morning of
14th June, as snowﬂakes swirled in icy
condi ons, the atmosphere suddenly
took a drama c swing and the shelling
abruptly ceased. I have always said that
it was as if someone had ﬂicked a switch
somewhere. An eerie and somewhat
unhealthy silence prevailed. Unable
to contain my curiosity I climbed onto
the back kitchen roof where I could see
the pale blue and white Argen ne ﬂags
s ll ﬂying on the Government House,
Secretariat and FIDF ﬂag poles (the
Infant/Junior school extension now
occupies the la er site.) I did not see
one white ﬂag anywhere. I walked to the
front garden and to my astonishment I
observed hundreds of armed Argen ne
soldiers walking from west to east along
Ross Road. But what about ‘my’ Radio
Sta on? I felt compelled to check on its
condi on and duly eased my way along
the alleyway (now Occupa on Road) at
the back of the co ages and arrived to
ﬁnd the back door of the sta on wide
open and the interior in total darkness.
Most of Stanley was without electricity as
the power generators had been disabled
during the shelling. The Argen nes were
gone but they le behind all of the

expensive television equipment, plus
tape recorders and records which they
had brought across from Buenos Aires.
I decided to walk back home on a slightly
longer route and headed east along John
Street, turned down Villiers Street and
then onto Ross Road where the Upland
Goose hotel (now Marmont Row ﬂats)
was situated. I immediately encountered
masses of fully armed Argen nes walking
eastwards in a disconsolate and dispirited
manner and hardly exchanging a word
with each other. I dodged between them
and resisted an urge to yell: ‘you’ve lost’
and just kept my head down and headed
back to my home to update everyone on
the situa on.
A ernoon
At around 3:00pm I suggested to Iain
Stewart that we head to the Secretariat
building and locate Commodore Carlos
Bloomer-Reeve who was head of Civil
Aﬀairs. He had previously spent two
years in the Islands supervising the
opera ons of the Argen ne state airline
LADE which operated a twice weekly
air service between the Falklands and
Comodoro Rivadavia, a town in the south
of the Country.
Since 1970, when the monthly sea-link
which operated between the Falklands
and Uruguay had been withdrawn and
the Bri sh Government had made no
eﬀort to replace the ship, there was
simply no other way to get in and out of
the Islands other than through Argen na.
Bloomer-Reeve had been brought back
from Bonn where he was the Military
A ache. Iain suggested that we ask Phil
Summers who was a senior Government
oﬃcial and who was residing temporarily
at No. 6 Police Co ages to accompany us
and he somewhat reluctantly agreed.
Bloomer-Reeve conveniently spoke of a
‘ceaseﬁre’ and I asked how close were the
Bri sh Forces. He led me to the west end
window on the top ﬂoor of the building
and in the late a ernoon fading daylight
I could see the dark outline of soldiers,
who I later discovered to have been
Paratroopers, standing alongside the
1914 War Memorial. Tears ﬁlled my eyes
as I had, on 2nd April, never imagined that
we would ever again see a Bri sh soldier
set foot in our beloved Falklands. I admit
to even now becoming quite emo onal
when I recall that poignant moment.
I felt that I had to greet these heroic
and courageous men and shake their
hands, one by one, and convey a message
of sincere thanks which I knew that
every civilian inhabitant would endorse.
Iain agreed to accompany me but Mr
Summers declined to join us and returned
home. As we reached Government House
we became aware of a person walking
towards us waving a s ck, to which was
a ached a piece of coloured cloth, while
holding his other arm alo and shou ng in
an unmistakably English accent: ‘Hellooo,
Hellooo, I’m Bri sh, I’m Bri sh’. It was
Max Has ngs of the Evening Standard

newspaper of London and he asked for
direc ons to the Upland Goose hotel. He
told us that he wanted to claim the free
drink which the proprietor (Desmond
King) was purportedly oﬀering to the ﬁrst
man into Stanley.
To our dismay the Paratroopers
suddenly turned and walked out of our
sight as they had been told to withdraw
in a westerly direc on and to ‘hold fast’
several streets back. Hence the name
Holdfast Road today. The plan apparently
had been for the Royal Marines, who
were synonymous with the Falklands,
to be ﬁrst into Stanley on the following
day but the Paratroopers were not even
listening to those orders.
Iain and I returned home to ﬁnd,
much to our astonishment, my Mother
and Monsignor Daniel Spraggon of St.
Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, dancing
a li le jig in the kitchen. The reason for
their ‘bop’ was not just to celebrate
our Libera on but it also happened to
be both their birthdays. Neither could
have ever envisaged a more memorable
birthday present.
The BBC reporter Robert Fox and the
Reuters correspondent Les Dowd both
unexpectedly arrived at my home and
asked for a night’s lodgings as the Upland
Goose hotel s ll contained many senior
Argen ne Military Oﬃcers and had
limited rooms available. At the me I
was the Falklands ‘stringer’ for both the
BBC and Reuters hence the men ﬁnding
their way to the Police Co ages. I hear ly
welcomed both of them but warned that
there was only space available on the
kitchen ﬂoor - along with my sister’s dog.
Evening
I discovered through Les Dowd
that Major General Jeremy Moore, a
Royal Marine who was commanding
the Land Forces, would be arriving in
Stanley around 8:00 in the evening to
take the oﬃcial surrender of Brigadier
General Mario Benjamin Menendez the
Argen ne Junta’s appointed Governor
of the Islands. I immediately expressed
a desire to a end the occasion but
doubted if I would be permi ed to
enter the Secretariat building where the
momentous event was scheduled to take
place. Both Fox and Dowd insisted that
I had every right to be there and that I
should accompany them.
The town was in total darkness and
thousands of fully armed Argen nes
were ensconced in public buildings
and s ll occupying strategic posi ons.
Despite an uneasy feeling I walked to the
Secretariat with the reassuring presence
of the two war correspondents beside
me.
In the passageway on the top ﬂoor of
the building stood General Menendez,
looking resplendent and immaculate in
his No. 1 uniform, complete with a string
of medals and other notable decora ons
on his chest.
His shoes shone so brightly that I could
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Major General Jeremy Moore with Islanders in the West Store a er the surrender of Argen ne forces on June 14 1982
almost see my reﬂec on in the polished
toecaps. Flanking him I recognized
Commodore Carlos Bloomer-Reeve,
and Captain Melbourne Hussey of the
Argen ne Navy who was the oﬃcial
translator and had been appointed Head
of Educa on during his short stay in the
Islands!
The 4th person was Vice-Commodore
Eugenio J. Miari of the Argen ne Air
Force who was their Senior Legal Advisor.
We waited and wondered but ﬁnally we
heard the door open and the cla er of
footsteps and babble of voices as the
Bri sh delega on headed upstairs.
Major General Moore was shorter
than I had imagined he would be – a
slight ﬁgure compared with Menendez
– wearing combat green clothing and
a peaked ‘desert type’ hat while his
face was smudged with camouﬂage.
He looked more the vanquished than
the victor! Among his entourage were
Captain Rod Bell RM – translator,
Lt.
Colonel Geoﬀ Field Royal Engineers and
Colonel Brian Pennico , Royal Ar llery.
I obviously did not know any of these
oﬃcers.
We tried to follow the respec ve groups
into what is now known as the Libera on
room but were politely but ﬁrmly refused
admission. A er some considerable
me the Argen ne delega on emerged
and as General Menendez walked past
he looked directly at me and u ered
one solitary word ‘sorry’ and departed.
Perhaps he recognized my face from the
oﬃcial tour of Government Departments
which he made some me during April?
The document that Menendez had
signed ended as follows: ‘The surrender
to be eﬀec ve from 2359 GMT (2059 local
me) on 14th June and includes those
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Argen ne Forces presently deployed in
and around Port Stanley and those others
on East Falklands, West Falklands and
outlying Islands’.
Later General Moore sent a telegram
to the United Kingdom which concluded
by saying: ‘The Falkland Islands are once
more under the Government desired by
their inhabitants. GOD SAVE THE QUEEN’.
The triumphant and delighted Bri sh
oﬃcers exited the Libera on room and as
they spilled out into the passage General
Moore asked: “where are the locals?” As
I looked around I proudly realized that I
was the only civilian inhabitant of the
Falklands actually present at this historic
and memorable occasion.
Someone pointed to me and he asked
who I was and why the Islanders were not
out to celebrate the Argen ne surrender.
I profusely thanked him, on behalf of
all the popula on of the Falklands, for
the swi and decisive Libera on from
unwanted Argen ne Military occupa on.
I further explained that few people
knew that hos li es had ceased as the
BBC World Service bulle ns were s ll
repor ng ﬁerce ﬁgh ng on Wireless
Ridge. He asked: “Well, where are they
all?’ and I quickly replied that I was
aware that more than 120 civilians were
sheltering in the safety of the stonewalled FIC West Store building.
He demanded to be taken there to
greet everyone, but I expressed cau on
and explained that Stanley was occupied
by fully armed Argen ne soldiers (they
would be disarmed over succeeding
days) and with no street ligh ng it was
highly dangerous. But he was adamant
that he wished to greet as many people
as possible and blithely said: “They know
it’s all over so let’s go”.

I quickly raced home and jumped into
the Ford Escort car and drove directly to
the West Store and ran to the small side
door opposite Arch Green, which the
staﬀ used 40 years ago and s ll do today,
and banged furiously. A er what seemed
an eternity I heard the voice of the West
Store Manager David Castle ask: “Who’s
there?”
I responded accordingly, iden fying
myself, and he asked why I was not
observing the 3pm curfew and at home.
I jubilantly told him the Argen nes had
surrendered and that General Moore,
no less, was on his way to meet those
sheltering in the store. He relayed this
informa on to the incarcerated men,
women and children and a loud cheer
could be heard as the door opened.
Suddenly General Moore appeared,
accompanied by his fellow oﬃcers, some
press men and photographers, and they
were welcomed by Terry Spruce who was
then the FIC Manager designate.
General Moore was applauded
loud and long, li ed onto shoulders
and carried around the room and
photographed holding the hand of li le
Maxwell Sheridan the youngest child of
Duﬀy and Jeannie Sheridan, an American
couple who had elected to remain in
the Islands and not seek repatria on
back to the USA. David Castle gallantly
announced that to honour the occasion
everyone could help themselves to
whatever they desired from the shelves. I
saw bo les of whisky, rum, gin and vodka
disappearing in a ﬂash.
The West Store inhabitants decided to
stay the night and return to their homes
the following day.
General Moore turned to me and
asked: ‘Where do we go now?’ I
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Hospital as I was aware that a number of
people were sheltering in the conﬁnes of
this building. However I soon realized that
I had made an error of judgment as the
moment that General Moore entered the
building he was immediately accosted by
an understandably distraught, saddened
and angry Steve Whitley, a Veterinary
Oﬃcer in Stanley, whose young English
wife Susan, a school teacher, had died
of shrapnel wounds as a result of a
misdirected Bri sh Naval shell which
exploded behind a house on Ross Road
West some days previously.
Two local ladies Mrs. Mary Goodwin
and Mrs Doreen Bonner were also
vic ms of this incident. The General was
amazingly a en ve and sympathe c and
promised a full inquiry.
I felt it necessary to move on quickly
and as we departed from the hospital
General Moore asked where he could
ﬁnd ‘a good cup of tea?’. My reac on
was immediate. No. 5 Police Co ages
had a peat-burning Rayburn stove
which provided ample boiling water and
warmth and the Andersons had brought
with them some tradi onal ‘Tilly Lamps’,
which ran on paraﬃn, and which gave oﬀ
an immense amount of heat and light.
Very soon our small kitchen was
throbbing as Major General Moore,
senior Bri sh Military Oﬃcers, the
General’s personal bodyguard, journalists
and photographers exchanged gree ngs
and reminiscences of the preceding 74
days. I struggled to fully comprehend
the momentous occasion that I was

witnessing. It was 11:00 at night, we had
been liberated, and here was the man
who had masterminded the land-based
ac ons of ‘Opera on Corporate’ si ng
in my kitchen drinking tea and ea ng
cakes and scones which my mother had
produced. It was surreal and I kept asking
myself was it really all a dream! General
Moore told us that he felt ‘a cold coming
on’ so my mother, as mothers do, fussed
over him asking if he required a lemsip or
aspirin. He politely declined.
As he prepared to re re for the night to
Government House he profusely thanked
my mother and then u ered the immortal
words which I shall never forget: “Best
damned cuppa I’ve had since we set out”.
That should have been the end to a
perfect day but the defeated Argen nes
sought some form of ‘revenge’ and soon
we became aware of a number of ﬁres
which had been ignited by soldiers at
various loca ons in the town.
Private homes, public buildings,
outhouses and the much valued squash
court, all which had housed Argen nes
and contained large amounts of
ammuni on, were burning ﬁercely. (See
a ermath in G Bound’s photo below)
Were they trying to destroy Stanley
totally we wondered? Our local Fire
Brigade responded magniﬁcently and
with the assistance of many willing local
volunteers and some Argen ne Military
Police, provided by Captain Romero, a
decent man, and a reservist who had been
sent across from Argen na to supervise
the Military Police, they prevented the
ﬁres from spreading.

Romero, who regularly visited the
radio sta on, had ‘saved my bacon’ in
early May a er I had been arrested on
Barrack Street for breaking the curfew
while returning home late one evening
from the Radio Sta on. I had been forced
against the wall of the Police Sta on but
when he recognized me he ordered my
immediate release. He insisted that in
future I ring him personally and he would
send a Military policeman to escort me
back to the Police Co ages.
Les Dowd and I conferred brieﬂy and
we decided, perhaps unwisely, to head
to Government House and take the
bold step of asking General Moore if
he could send Bri sh soldiers into town
to subdue the rebellious Argen nes. A
Bri sh soldier barred our path at the
west entrance to Government House
and brought an oﬃcer to the door. In a
dialogue li ered with profani es he told
us in no uncertain terms that General
Moore was not to be disturbed and
secondly there was absolutely no way
that Bri sh Forces would enter Stanley
that night as this would lead to a massive
confronta on with the armed Argen nes
and would result in many deaths.
Furthermore he was not concerned
as to what was happening to the town
or the people in the town. With his
s nging words ringing in our ears Les and
I returned home and as we walked along
Ross Road he turned to me and said:
‘Given the occasion perhaps we should
forget that he ever spoke those dastardly
words to us’.
I totally agreed with his sen ments.

MP Milling sends Libera on wishes
“40 YEARS ago this week, the Union Flag
once again ﬂew over Stanley,” wrote
the Minister Responsible for Overseas
Territories, the Rt Hon Amanda Milling
MP, who visited the Islands in June.
She con nued: “Thanks to the sacriﬁce
and bravery of UK armed forces – and
Falkland Islanders – the right of the
people of these Islands to decide their
own future was protected.”
Her message to the Islands con nued:
“40 years on, the UK remains resolutely
commi ed to ensuring that you, and only
you, have the right to decide your own
future as part of the modern partnership
between the UK and the Overseas
Territories.
“I was delighted to visit the Falkland
Islands for the second me a few weeks
ago and while inclement weather cut my
programme short, I le with a renewed
awareness of what has been built in the
last 40 years. You should be extremely
proud of all that you have achieved over
the last four decades. You have built a
democra c, modern and prosperous
community.
Whilst
many
island
communi es across the world have seen

their economies and popula ons shrink,
the Falklands is bucking the trend.
“Even in the ﬁve years since I ﬁrst visited,
the changes have been clear – from the
moment I landed I was able to enjoy the
smooth tarmacked road from Mount
Pleasant Airport almost to Stanley. I was
struck by how Stanley has grown and I
was delighted that it has become the ﬁrst
town in the Overseas Territory to win

city status by compe on, par cularly
in the year of Her Majesty the Queen’s
Pla num Jubilee.
“The other thing that was clear for
me from my visit was the partnership
between the Falkland Islands and the
UK. I was impressed to hear about the
successful management of the COVID-19
pandemic by the local health team and
in par cular the successful vaccina on
programme with COVID-19 vaccines
supplied by the UK.
“The UK is clear that we will defend
the Falkland Islanders rights of selfdetermina on. 40 years ago we
defended this against an unprovoked
and illegal invasion. Today we are
suppor ng your MLAs in their trips to
United Na ons to make sure your voice
is heard. We will con nue to work to
support your government and promote
the undeniable democra c rights of the
Falkland Islanders to manage your own
aﬀairs and decide your des ny.
“40 years on, I will be raising a toast
to what your community has achieved. I
cannot wait to see what the next 40 years
will bring as we look forward at forty.”
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That’s a ﬁne mess you
got out of, Stanley!
Founding editor of the Penguin News, Graham Bound, reﬂects
on Stanley in 1982, and in 2022, forty years on.

The public je y 1982 and today
By Graham Bound
THE war took place 40 years ago, but
I only need to glance at the black and
white photos that I snapped in occupied
Stanley to be transported back to that
me and place, feeling again the frisson
of fear.
One photo in par cular does it with
ease. It shows our li le police sta on,
which was almost destroyed by a Bri sh
missile. Half a dozen bobbies, with one
clapped-out Land Rover (registra on
number 333), were based here before the
invasion. It was where Toddy McMillan
presented me with my ﬁrst driving licence
in 1975, but also where I was interrogated
by the Argen ne intelligence and military
police unit on 28 May 1982.
In 1982, I was the 24-year-old editor of
Penguin News. I knew that history was
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unfolding before me, so I ﬁlled notebook
a er notebook with my observa ons
and thoughts, and I cau ously took
photos. I knew that one day this would
be historically important material. As the
Argen ne occupiers became increasingly
worried about ﬁ h columnists, spies and
radio transmi ers, they clamped down
even more severely on our freedoms. So
I became very careful indeed about my
photography.
But, arrest and interroga on
nothwithstanding, my photos survived.
I returned to publishing Penguin
News, which suddenly became a very
demanding task. The photos, some of
them unprocessed, were put in a box, and
almost forgo en for the best part of four
decades. Then, living in London during
the ﬁrst covid lockdown, I rediscovered

them. With support from the Friends
of the Falklands Museum and Archives,
I had them restored and re-printed for
exhibi ons in Stanley and in the UK.
Then, a few months ago, I returned
to my hometown for the ﬁrst me since
covid cut the Falklands oﬀ from the
world, to work on a ﬁlm about the Islands
today. A er three weeks of hard work,
we wrapped up our shoo ng and I found
myself with a few hours to spare. So, I
returned to some of the places where
I took photos in 1982, and pointed my
camera – a digital model now, of course
– in the same direc on from the same
vantage points. My ﬁrst 40-years-on
shot was of the police sta on. It is now
restored and has a new prison a ached.
Most of today’s bobbies are too young to
remember the war. They now have a ﬂeet
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of modern Japanese 4x4s.
From a posi on where I once snapped
a huge armoured personnel carrier
grinding its way along a pot-holed road, I
now captured a sporty car speeding by on
a perfectly surfaced road. A view across
the harbour snapped in 1982 showed
HMS Plymouth, the ﬁrst Bri sh warship

into Stanley following the surrender. In
the corresponding 2022 photo, there is
a Japanese squid jigger, the owners of
which had swelled Falklands coﬀers by
purchasing an expensive squid ﬁshing
licence.
Some of these then-and-now photos,
reproduced here, show not just that
Stanley has gone through major
change in 40 years, but that
our li le capital was so very
badly damaged in 1982.
That
n-and- mber
fron er town has
grown beyond what

we would have thought possible, into
a thriving and modern cosmopolitan
community. It is testament to the
ambi ons and industry of the thousands
of people who have called it home since
1982.
When the Queen granted Stanley
Pla num Jubilee City status earlier this
year, the honour could not have been
more deserved. Stanley is now a proud
li le city. It could not be further from the
war-torn town that I knew 40 years ago.
As Oliver Hardy might have said to Stan
Laurel, “That’s a ﬁne mess you got out of,
Stanley.”

Above: Ross Road then and now. Below: The Police Sta on then
and now.
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Above and inset: An armoured vehicle on the corner of
Philomel Hill and John Steet, and the intersec on now.
Below and inset: Philomel Hill and the je y then and
now.
More of Graham Bounds memories can be found
in his most recent book: A Falkland Islanders
War me Journal, available on the Barnes &
Noble Website and other physical and online
retailers.
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South Atlan c Medal holders
given Freedom of the Falklands
FREEDOM of the Falklands was granted
to all South Atlan c Medal Holders on
June 11 as recogni on for their work in
protec ng and libera ng the Falklands in
1982.
The event included a presenta on
of the freedom ceri icate by Stanley
children Kaia and Laura, who won
the 40th Anniversary Logo Design
compe on, a er which there was an
acceptance by Falklands Resident and
1982 War Veteran Gary Clement, and
a presenta on by the Falkland Islands
Military Wives Choir. It was intended
that there be a performance of the Royal
Marine Band, but ﬂight delays made this
impossible.
The Freedom of the Falklands Scroll
reads:
“On the Occasion of the For eth
Anniversary on 14th June 2022 of the
Libera on of the Falkland Islands from
Argen ne Occupa on
“In recogni on of the great debt of the
Falkland Islands and their people to all
South Atlan c Medal Holders who served
in the Falkland Islands and in the waters
surrounding the Falkland Islands for the
preserva on of the liberty and right
to self-determina on of the people of
the Falkland Islands, and the assistance
given to the civilian community by South
Atlan c Medal Holders, the LEGISLATIVE
ASSEMBLY of the Falkland Islands, at a
mee ng on 16 December 2021 recorded
its sincere and grateful thanks and
RESOLVED to confer upon all holders of
the South Atlan c Medal, THE FREEDOM
OF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS on the

Top: South Atlan c Medal holders gather with the cer ﬁcate. Above: Member of
Legisla ve Assembly Mark Pollard and Falklands resident and ‘82 war veteran Gary
Clement with young Islanders Kaia and Laura reveal the cer ﬁcate on June 11 that
gave the Freedom of the Falkland Islands to all South Atlan c Medal holders.
occasion of the For eth Anniversary of
the Libera on of the Falkland Islands
from Argen ne Occupa on.”
The scroll was signed by the eight
members of the Falkland Islands
Legisla ve Assembly; the Speaker of the
House; the Chief Execu ve; Financial
Secretary of the Falklands; and witnessed
by The A orney General; Clerk of the
Assembly; Commander of the Bri sh
Forces, South Atlan c Islands; and His

Excellency Nigel Phillips, Governor of the
Falkland Islands.
In addi on to the scroll being
presented at the event in the Town
Hall in Stanley a the scroll was also
presented simultaneously at the For eth
Anniversary Libera on Day Event at
the Na onal Memorial
Arboretum,
presented signed and sealed to Chairman
of the South Atlan c Medal Associa on
82 (SAMA82), Tom Herring.
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The Falklands’ archipelago is made up of two main islands, East and
West Falkland, surrounded by smaller islands and situated 400 miles
RႇWKHVRXWKHDVWHUQWLSRI6RXWK$PHULFD*UHDWZDONLQJH[SHULHQFHV
FDQEHIRXQGDWPDQ\ORFDWLRQV
7KHFDSLWDO6WDQOH\RQ(DVW)DONODQGKDVDEHDXWLIXOFRDVWOLQHZLWK
stunning white sand beaches, rocky shores, heath and scrubland,
ZKLFKSURYLGHDYDULHW\RIKDELWDWVIRUZLOGOLIH1HDUE\&DSH3HPEURNH
LVDORYHO\DUHDZLWKVPDOOSRQGVFRYHVDQGDFKDUPLQJOLJKWKRXVH
0RVW RI WKH KLOOV DURXQG 6WDQOH\ DUH DOVR WKH VLWHV RI PDMRU EDWWOHV
IRXJKW LQ WKH  ZDU ZLWK $UJHQWLQD 8QGHUVWDQG PRUH RI WKLV
DVSHFWRI)DONODQGV¶KHULWDJHZLWKDKLNHLQWKHKLOOVRUVLPSO\HQMR\WKH
FKDOOHQJLQJWHUUDLQDQGPDJQL¿FHQWYLHZV
([SORUH IXUWKHU D¿HOG DURXQG WKH (DVW :HVW DQG RႇVKRUH LVODQGV
&RDVWOLQHVYDU\IURPUXJJHGFRDVWDOFOLႇVWRORQJPLOHVRIXQGLVWXUEHG
white sand beaches interspersed with rocky headlands and large kelp
IRUHVWV 0DQ\ VKHOWHUHG KDUERXUV DUH IRXQG DORQJ WKH FRDVW +LOOV
ZLGHRSHQ SODLQV DQG VWRQH UXQV FKDUDFWHULVH GLႇHUHQW SDUWV RI WKH
)DONODQGV
0RXQW 8VERUQH RQ (DVW )DONODQG LV WKH KLJKHVW SHDN DW 
PHWUHV IHHW 7KLVLVDQH[FHOOHQWGD\ZDONZLWKDVSHFWDFXODU
SDQRUDPD IURP WKH SODWHDX DQG H[KLODUDWLQJ VFUDPEOHV WKURXJK WKH
VWRQHUXQV
:HVW )DONODQG DQG WKH ZHVWHUQ RႇVKRUH LVODQGV DOVR ERDVW
PRXQWDLQUDQJHVZKLOVWWKHHDVWHUQLVODQGVRႇHUÀDWWHUWHUUDLQEXWHTXDOO\
DPD]LQJDGYHQWXUHV:LOGOLIHLVDEXQGDQWLQPDQ\SODFHVDQGWKHUH
DUHVLWHVRIKLVWRULFDOLQWHUHVWWRVHHNRXWRQIRRW
With a gloriously unpolluted atmosphere the views on a bright, clear
GD\ DUH WUXO\ IDQWDVWLF DQG WKHUH¶V IUHVK FOHDQ DLU WR LQKDOH GHHSO\
$QGDOOWRWKHDFFRPSDQLPHQWRIWKHQDWXUDOVRXQGVRIELUGVRQJWKH
sea lapping the shore, a brisk breeze in the hills or the simple sound
RIVLOHQFH
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Commonwealth Games

Queen’s Baton changes
hands in Falkland Islands
THE Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth
Games Baton arrived in the Falklands
as part of the Queen’s Baton Relay on
June 6, where it would travel around the
Falklands over the course of several days
- handled by clubs, socie es, members
of the public, Games Compe tors and
representa ves of FIG.
The Baton had travelled for 241 days of
the planned 269-day route when arriving
in the Falklands; having passed through
Africa, Asia and Oceania, South and
Central America, Canada and Gibraltar
before arriving.
The Baton was taken on June 7 from
The Lady Elizabeth by MLA Leona Roberts
on The Darwin to the Public Je y in
Stanley, where it was met by Chair of the
Na onal Sports Council Mike Summers.
Following this it was taken on a
circuitous route through Stanley ending
at the Leisure Centre - where the team
members Birmingham 2022 present in
the Islands at the me met the Baton
and took it to Government House,
where a recep on was held for the
team, including members overseas who
a ended digitally.
At the recep on on June 7 the team
were presented with their uniforms

for the games and wished well by the
Governor for the compe on ahead.
On June 8 the Baton travelled to West
Falkland and was received at Fox Bay,
where it was carried by foot and by
motorbike to the Fox Bay Club.
A er the trip across the Falklands the
Queen’s Baton travelled to Jersey
and the Isle of Man, a er which it
travelled through the devolved
na ons of the United
Kingdom and then return to

its star ng loca on in Birmingham in me
for the Commonwealth Games, where it
would be met by the compe tors from
72 diﬀerent na ons pushing for success
in 25 spor ng disciplines.
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Commonwealth Games 2022
give Islanders warm welcome
THE Commonwealth Games began in
Birmingham on July 28, with the Falkland
Islands sending 16 sports men and
women to take part in the badminton,
lawn bowls, cycling and table tennis.
At the end of the games the sports
reporter for Penguin News, Chris Eynon,
wrote:
The 22nd Commonwealth Games for
the Falklands produced many memorable
moments on the spor ng ﬁeld as well
as many opportuni es to speak to the
world’s press, with radio and television
air me and column inches dedicated to
the team almost on a daily basis.
Across the team everyone will be proud
of their performances, with record points
wins in the badminton hall, par cipa on
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for the ﬁrst me ever in cycling and table
tennis also producing excellent results
and a bowling team that had trained in
the school corridors taking to the greens
in Leamington Spa with apparent ease.
The highlight of the compe on came
in the lawn bowls with Daphne ArthurAlmond’s win over India in the women’s
singles on day one. In terms of tension
the match couldn’t have reached a
higher level as it came to a sudden death
shoot out between the pair, with Daphne
holding out for a single point victory.
The team as a whole produced the
goods against na ons with longstanding
pedigree in the sport and teams who
held medals from previous games, and
with the improvement in facili es in

the Falklands will have hoped to have
inspired future games bowlers.
The badminton team almost produced
their own bit of history when Vicky
Chater and Cheryl March came so
close to defea ng the Ghana pair in
their ﬁrst match. Not to be, however
performances as a squad were high and
a bright future is predicted for some of
the new faces to the team. Ben Chater
excelled in his singles match and teamed
Top: The opening of the Commonwealth
Games - picture by Chris Eynon. Below
le : The Falkland Islands Badminton
players and coaches at the games in July.
Below: Javier Sotomayor, Table Tennis
entrant in the Games for the Falklands,
warms up
Pictures by Falkland Islands Na onal
sports Council and Penguin News
Commonwealth Games reporter Chris
Eynon

Commonwealth Games

up with another debutant on the second
day, Dwight Joshua, to put in another
hugely encouraging performance against
Maldives.
Soraye March, who has at previous
Island Games shown her poten al, drew
some tough matches but will have taken
great experience from this to move on
to future games and there were strong
performances from Louise Williams
and Laura Harada as well as the vastly
experienced Duane March.
One other person who has plenty of
experience, Doug Clark, may have played

Le : Daphne Arthur-Almond in her
winning match against T Choudhury
of India. Above: Badminton mixed
doubles team Duane March and Laura
Harada stand at the ready in a prac ce
game. Right: Soraye March lunges for a
shot. Below: the complete Falkland Islands
Commonwealth Games team gets a warm
welcome from a games representa ve
his last matches in a Commonwealth compe on, where having Birmingham
Games, however the legacy he will be 2022 in the bank will only help to push
leaving is clear to see and Doug will them on to greater achievements.
no doubt be involved at future games
Team Manager Andy Brownlee was
guiding the younger athletes in a full of praise for the squad’s spor ng
coaching capacity.
achievements as well as the work they
Table Tennis and Cycling compe tors carried out in engaging with the world’s
Javier Sotomayor and Jim Horton, media, telling the Falklands story
ventured into the rela ve unknown, with throughout the 11 days. Birmingham
the Falklands never having competed at was a great host, the weather impeccable
this level in either discipline. They’ll both throughout, with the drama, tension and
be encouraged by their performances entertainment ﬁrst class, giving the state
and were very posi ve in looking of Victoria a tough act to follow for the
forward to further poten al interna onal 2026 games.
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New publica on: The Falklands Saga
The Falklands Saga is a groundbreaking study, which describes the history and legal status of the Falklands in
unprecedented detail in four 750-page A4 volumes, with maps, illustra ons, tables of popula on and shipping,
and a compendium of hundreds of historical and legal documents.
Each volume will appear in a hardcover Library Edi on, a Standard Edi on (print-on-demand) and an e-book.
Volumes 1 and 2, Library Edi on: Available from July 2022 from h ps://falklandshistory.com
The Falklands Saga, Volume 1, Library Edi on:
A4 size, 731 pages, with maps, tables, col. & b+w illus., notes, glossary, bibliography.
Hardcover, thread-sewn binding, ISBN 978-1-9162620-5-8: ₤98 incl. p&p worldwide.
The Falklands Saga, Volume 2, Library Edi on:
A4 size, 767 pages, with maps, tables, col. & b+w illus., notes, glossary, bibliography.
Hardcover, thread-sewn binding, ISBN 978-1-9162620-6-5: ₤98 incl. p&p worldwide.
Price for both volumes together: ₤190 incl. p&p worldwide.
(Standard Edi on and e-book will appear later)
Overview
Volume 1: From the beginning to 1831: Geography, climate, landscape, wildlife; Discovery;
The First Falklands Crisis: France, Britain, Spain; start of the Years of Confusion, 1811
Volume 2: 1831-1855: The Second Falklands Crisis: United States, Argen na, Britain; end of the Years of
Confusion, 1850; the Conven on of Peace; end of Argen na’s claim to the Falklands
Volume 3: 1852-1982 (in course of prepara on): Final end of Argen na’s claim to the Falklands;
West Falkland populated; the First World War; the Second World War; Start of the Third Falklands Crisis
Volume 4: 1982 to the present (forthcoming): The Third Falklands Crisis: the Falklands War, 1982: Invasion;
Occupa on; Libera on; The Present and the Future; Interna onal Law: Legal Status of the Falklands
Volume 5: Index to Volumes 1-4 (forthcoming)
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Remembrance

First FIA Secretary Remembered
IT is with deep regret that we report the death of Leif Pollard (nee Barton) on 22nd
May 2022.
Elizabeth Eve was born to David and Col Barton on 24 June 1956. She grew up at
Teal Inlet, on East Falkland, with her parents and her younger brother John. Leif was
unable to say “Elizabeth” when she was young so became “Leif”, as she was always
known.
Leif a ended Darwin School and then was sent, like some others of her genera on
of Islanders, to boarding school in the UK. She a ended the Girls High School in
Sha esbury, Dorset. Trips home were infrequent and so holidays were spent with
rela ves. Leif did well at school and was very popular amongst her fellow pupils.
A er three years she moved to the Bri sh School in Montevideo, where she ﬁnished
her school educa on. In the mid 70’s she decided to take a bi-lingual secretarial
course at Chichester College (long before its oﬃcial rela onship with the Falklands
began) which was near to family living on the South Coast.
On comple on of the course she moved to London where she got a job with a
public rela ons company, Sallingbury Limited, where she was employed as Secretary
to Edward McMillan Sco . The company was known to Bill Hunter Chris e (who
established the Falkland Islands Emergency Commi ee in 1968) and her associa on
with Falklands poli cal ac vity began. She joined the Falkland Islands Ac on Group
which was a lobby group of young Islanders, inspired by Bill, and included other
Islanders in the UK at the me; Mike Summers, Elena Butler, Robert Rowlands and
Jane Cameron.
When the UK Falkland Islands Commi ee decided to establish the Falkland Islands
Associa on (FIA) and set up an oﬃce in London, an agreement was reached with
Sallingbury for Leif to be employed to run the new oﬃce and Sallingbury be retained
to undertake the public rela ons, the account being led by Edward McMillan-Sco ,
who maintained his strong support for the Falklands a er becoming the MEP for York
& Humberside in 1984; in tribute to Leif he said “Leif was a great character and my
ﬁrst secretary – of course she was more than that for all of us at Sallingbury”.
Leif le the FIA in 1978, returning to the Islands to work for Bill Sloman who was

Wri en by Sukey Cameron OBE,
with thanks to Mike Summers OBE

the Islands ﬁrst Development Oﬃcer. For the dura on of the
Falklands War Leif was based in Edinburgh but a erwards
she returned to the Islands to work as Personal Assistant to
the Falkland Islands Government’s ﬁrst Chief Execu ve, David
Taylor. Following David’s departure she moved to the newly
established Falkland Islands Development Corpora on (FIDC),
where she worked as PA for Mike Summers for three years
when he was General Manager.
Leif married John Pollard, a former Royal Marine, at Port
Howard on 15th December 1990 and they lived happily at
Dairy Co age in East Stanley, for the next 32 years. Leif was a
keen and gi ed gardener and won many awards at the annual
Hor cultural Show. Her passion for food and cooking came to
the fore when she established Leif’s Deli in 1993. This venture
changed the face of food retail in Stanley (and, indeed the
wider Islands) and was hugely successful for the next 12 years.
In 2005 she sold the business to the Chandlery where ‘Leif’s
Deli’ s ll exists today.
Leif also contributed to the community in the Islands; she
served as a JP for thirty years and was a member of the Board
of Prison Visitors. She joined the Shackleton Fund Commi ee
on its incep on and served as its Treasurer for many years. Her
passion for gardening involved her being on the commi ee of
the Hor cultural Society for several years.
Up un l the outbreak of covid and lockdown, Leif had worked
in the Harbour View Gi Shop in Stanley for 15 years. This gave
her the opportunity to use her historical, cultural and poli cal
knowledge of the Falklands when talking to the many tourists
visi ng Stanley.
In the eulogy for her funeral in Christ Church Cathedral, Mike
Summers summed up by saying “Our friend Leif had a rich and
produc ve life, ac ve and very capable in poli cal persuasion,
strong and organised in public service management,
entrepreneurial and visionary in business, and constantly ac ve
in community service. Her many close friends and family will
miss her dearly, but can take comfort that she le this earth a
richer place than when she arrived.”
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Births, marriages and deaths
Births, marriages and deaths
Births
13.02.2022
16.02.2022

Marriages
12.02.2022
16.02.2022
25.02.2022

Deaths
26.02.2022
26.02.2022
13.03.2022
23.03.2022
08.04.2022

Camille Alexa Goodwin,
(Melissa Canlas Goodwin &
Cameron Neil Goodwin)
Ocean Felix Henry
(Alonzo Patrick Bernard Henry &
Giselle Marie Richards)

Jeremy Ian Thomas Clarke &
Jennifer Mae Reece – Christ Church
Cathedral, Stanley
Christopher David Biggs &
Terri-Sue Biggs – Carcass Island
Brendon Lee &
Amanda Manuela Kuepfer –
New Island
Ronald Turner, 84 Years
Re red Farmer, Stanley
Frances Agnes Hewi , 81 Years
Re red Cook & Carer, Stanley
Hilda Blanche Perry, 91 Years
Pensioner, Stanley
James Fred Parke, 69 Years
Re red Royal Airforce, Flt Sgt (Aircra
Engineer), Stanley
Leonard Middleton, 82 Years
Pensioner, Falkland Islands
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WWW.CONSOLIDATEDFISHERIES.COM

VISION
TO DELIVER WORLD-CLASS
SUSTAINABLE TOOTHFISH TO
OUR CUSTOMERS AND UPHOLD
THE EFFECTIVE GUARDIANSHIP
OF OUR FISHERY FOR THE SAKE
OF FUTURE GENERATIONS.

Caring for our community

HISTORY
OPERATIONS

Sponsoring sport clubs and activities

TRACEABILITY

Principle sponsor of the Conservation
Ball and working to develop
environmentally friendly practices

SUSTAINABILITY
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
Visit our fresh and informative website to learn
more about one of the Falkland's largest
fishing companies that contributes
significantly to the local economy through
fishing and non-fishing activities

Assisting with educational and training
needs through the CFL Trust

Not just a fishing company, but a team...

Delivering quality to your table

CONSOLIDATED FISHERIES LTD - RAYMAR HOUSE - LOOKOUT INDUSTRIAL ESTATE PO BOX 383 - TEL: +500 22277 - EMAIL: SHARON.ADMINPR@CFL.CO.FK

Sulivan Shipping Services Ltd
PORT AGENCY • SHORE EXCURSIONS • LAUNCH SERVICES • TOURISM
TURNAROUNDS • FREIGHT SERVICES • AVIATION GROUND HANDLING

With over 25 years of experience in maritime and aviation services in the Falkland Islands,
Sulivan Shipping Services Ltd are today providing agency, turnaround and shore excursions
to a large and ever growing portfolio of cruise ship, ﬁshing company and aviation clients.

www.sulivanshipping.com
PO Box 159, Stanley, Falkland Islands
Tel: +500 22626 • Email: sulivan@horizon.co.fk
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FIA informa on
Membership Applica on

FIA AGM 2022

A photocopy is acceptable to save cu ng your copy of the
Newsle er or forms can be downloaded from the FIA website
at www.ﬁassocia on.com

The AGM this year will be held 1600
hours UK me on Wednesday 7
December 2022 at the Abbey Centre,
34 Great Smith Street, London,
SW1P 3BU, and on Zoom.
Further details will be published to
FIA Members in the Members Area
of the website nearer the me.

I wish to support the right of the people of the Falkland Islands
to decide their own future. I wish to join the Falkland Islands
Associa on (see membership rates elsewhere on this page).
Name:...........................................................................................
Address:.......................................................................................
.....................................................................................................
Connec on to/interest in Falklands:.............................................
.....................................................................................................
Tel:....................................Email:..................................................

Adver sing

Signature:.............................................Date:...............................
The present circula on of the Newsle er is 4,000 copies. It
is distributed to Members of the Associa on, all Members
of the House of Commons, the Sco sh Parliament and the
Welsh Assembly, members of the House of Lords, and to
the press, radio and television. Many copies circulate in the
United States, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and other
Commonwealth and foreign countries. Five hundred copies
are distributed in the Falkland Islands.
For adver sing rates and details please apply to:
agoss@horizon.co.

Standing Order Form
Name of Your Bank:......................................................................
Branch Address:............................................................................
.....................................................................................................

Please note the following email addresses:

Please pay The Falkland Islands Associa on at NatWest, St James
& Piccadilly Branch, 208 Piccadilly, London W1J 9HE, Sort Code
56 00 29, Account No 24223999, the sum of ……...........… pounds
on receipt of this order and therea er annually on 1 April.

Membership queries to:
membershipsec@ﬁassocia on.com

Name:...........................................................................................

All other queries to:
honsec@fiassociation.com

Address:.......................................................................................

FIA contact emails

.....................................................................................................
Account no:..................................................................................

Membership rates:

Sort Code:....................................................................................

From 1 April 2022 the following subscrip on
rates apply:
Individual
Joint (2 adults living at the same address) Corporate (organisa ons of any kind) Subscrip ons are due on 1 April annually

Account Name:.............................................................................

£20
£30
£50

Reference to be used (Surname, First Name, Ini als): ................
.....................................................................................................
Privacy. The FIA takes care to protect the personal informa on provided
by members. For details of our approach, please see the Privacy Policy
on our website.

www.fiassociation.com
Suppor ng the right of Falkland Islanders
to decide their own future
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FALKLAND ISLANDS

Epic lifetime experiences

A small hotel with a big heart

Just a few steps away!
The kitchen.café is located in the
same hotel and it’s the perfect
place for eating and drinking,
from breakfast to afternoon
tea, from lunch with friends to
cocktails or dinner.

VICTORY GREEN

Ross Road

Find Us Alongside
the Historic Museum
The Teaberry Café is perfect for
a takeaway lunch, coffee,
cakes or sweets.

YOU ARE
HERE

+(500) 21462 stay@horizon.co.fk
www.waterfronthotel.co.fk www.waterfronthotelfalklands.com
T4FF Ltd Registered in the Falkland Islands Co. No. 14709. Registered Ofﬁce
The Waterfront Hotel, 36 Ross Road, Falkland Islands FIQQ 1ZZ Directors A. Olmedo V.Ramirez

