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Sovereignty - Trick or Treat?

The precious prize dangled before Falkland Islanders -
at a secret high-level Anglo-Argentine meeting in Britain last
month - was nothing less than an offer by Argentina, under
the right circumstances, to abandon its sovereignty claim -
for ever. The Falklands Council justifiably felt that this was
something that had to be followed up.

The meeting proved abortive and ended prematurely.
During discussion of the Argentine offer, it transpired that
they were not prepared to cede their claim, but wanted to
discuss shared sovereignty. At that point the Island Council-
lors, with the support of the Foreign Secretary, withdrew.

I'he Argentine offer did not come out of the blue. It
wis the result of more than a year of diplomacy. Dr. Di Tella
must have known it was quite incompatible with shared
sovereignty, Why did he build it up only to knock it down?

Dr, Di Tella knew that the only way to get Falklands
Councillors to the negotiating table was to offer to cede
Argentina's claim. Having got them there, did he really

believe he could persuade them to accept something
repeatedly and publicly rejected? If so, he has a lot to learn
about Falkland Islanders.

Alternatively, anticipating a Labour victory at the
elections, he may have thought that “sovereignty discus-
sions” under the present Conservative Government might
influence a future Labour Government. If so, he has a lot to
learn about British politics (see page 6).

Di Tella’s current political weakness, following the
failure of his “policy of seduction”, offers the most likely
explanation. Involving the Islanders in “sovereignty discus-
sions”, as these negotiations have been interpreted in
Argentina, is being portrayed as a personal success.

One thing is clear: Mr Rifkind and the Councillors
acted in good faith. With such a glittering prize, it would
have been irresponsible not to have responded positively.
I'hey had to assume, incredible though it may seem, that the
offer was genuine. We are all the wiser now.

Falklands schoolchildren pose in front of the Falkland Islands Community School in Stanley
Photo: Tony Chater
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Battle Day Ceremony --- AGM

“Hands off the Falkland Islands™ - Rex Hunt’s Message to Argentina

It is time for Argentina to abandon its diplomatic
offensive to take over sovereignty of the Falklands. That’s
the strong message to Argentina from the Falkland Islands’
Association, voiced by Sir Rex Hunt, and endorsed by the
Association’s annual general meeting, on December 8th. Sir
Rex, giving the Executive Committee’s annual report as
Chairman, was responding to recent remarks by Argentina’s
President Carlos Menem, repeating his hopes of acquiring
sovereignty by the year 2000. Sir Rex said the sovereignty
issue was decided once and for all when the United
Kingdom Task Force expelled the Argentine invaders.

Criticising the latest United Nations (Decolonisation)
Committee resolution urging resumption of Anglo-Argentine
sovereignty talks, Sir Rex declared: **Sovereignty belongs to
the United Kingdom, and the right to decide their own future
belongs to the people of the Falkland Islands™.

The meeting followed the Battle Day Act of Remem-
brance when wreaths were laid at the Cenotaph in tribute to
those who lost their lives in conflicts involving the
Falklands, especially the First World War battle when the
Navy defeated a German fleet; the sinking of the German
battleship Graf Spee in 1939 by the Falklands flotilla, both
battles occurring by coincidence in the month of December,
and the 1982 Conflict arising from the Argentine invasion,

Wreaths were laid by Air Commodore Peter Johnson, a
former Commander of British Forces in the Falklands, Miss
Sukey Cameron for the Falkland Islands Government, Sir
Rex Hunt, for the Falkland Islands Association, Mrs Sarah
Jones and Mr Des Keoghane for the Falkland Families
Association, Miss Roslyn Harris, representing young people
of the Falklands, and Mr R. Pope for the Association of Men
of Kent and Kentish Men. Royal Marine buglers sounded
Last Post for one minute’s silence, followed by Reveille. The
Rev Peter Millam, formerly Anglican Rector in the Islands,
conducted the service. Air Commodore Johnson and Sir Rex
Hunt, inspected the Royal Navy Colour Party and the Escort
Cadets provided traditionally by Pangbourne College.

Wreath Layers: Air Commodore Johnson, Miss Sukey Cameron, Mr. Des
Keoghane, Mrs Sarah Jones, Mr. R. Pope and Miss Roslyn Harris.
The Horse Guards can be seen passing by in the background.

Air-Commodore Johnson and Sir ‘Rex Hunt inspect the
Colour Party

“ACTIVE YEAR' SUPPORTING ISLANDERS

In his teport to the meeting, Sir Rex Hunt said it had
been an active year pursuing the Association’s main
objective to “‘assist the people of the Falkland Islands to
decide their own future for themselves in accordance with
their own wishes'’. He quoted Lady Thatcher's House of
Commons declaration in 1982 reacting to Argentina’s
invasion, that the Islanders ‘‘are few in number but they
have the right to live in peace, to choose their own way of
life and to determine their own allegiance’”.

Sir Rex said Falkland Islands’ self-determination is the
paramount principle. But Argentina’s rulers still fail to accept
this. They are pressing their sovereignty claim as vigorously
as ever by diplomatic means if no
longer by military threat. It was as
vital as ever to counter this. It was
disappointing that the United Nations
Decolonisation Committee continues
to vote for re-opening sovereignty
talks and fails to acknowledge the
right of self-determination as en-
shrined in the UN’s own principles,
despite a promise the previous year to
include this principle in the resolution

Reacting to Argentina’s call for
access to the islands by Argentine
visitors, Sir Rex pointed out that
Falklands policy is unambiguous --
Argentine visits and the re-establish-
ment of communications are banned
while the sovereignty claim persists.
But, he said, for humanitarian rea-
sons, the Falklands does allow visits
by Argentine relatives to the graves
of their war dead. In fact, arrange-
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Above: Sir Rex Hunt lays a wreath on behalf of the
Association

Right: Mr Des Keoghane and Mrs Sarah Jones lay a
wreath of behalf of the Falklands Families Association

ments had been made for two more groups, each of 16
relatives, to visit the Islands in January and February.

The sovereignty issue apart, Sir Rex welcomed improv-
ing Argentine British relations, especially the agreement
easing the way for oil exploration in Falklands waters which
several international consortia are about to begin. The aim
now, he said, is to secure ‘*maximum Islander participation
in the oil industry with minimum impact on the environment
or the Islanders’ unique way of life’”,

John Cheek and George Malcolm

Sir Rex paid tribute to John Cheek and George
Malcolm and expressed condolences to their families.
Councillor John Cheek’s death was a grievous loss to the
Association whose activities he had championed. His
family’s links remain strong and unbroken as his daughter,

Rosalind, now a qualified solicitor in Britain, is a member of

the Association’s Executive Committee. Sir Rex said George
Malcolm’s wife, Velma, had been a staunch supporter and
leader of the Association’s Committee in the Islands.

Sir Rex expressed the Association’s regret that Bill
Hunter-Christie, a founding member of the UKFIC in 1968
and first chairman of the Association in 1977, has been
forced by ill-health to take a less active role but his
experience and wise council will still be available as a
Vice-President. Wild-life photographer, Annie Price, now
living in Cornwall, also steps down from the Committee but
remains an active member. A welcome new member, Mr
Peter Lapsley, son of the late Air Marshal Sir John Lapsley,
continues his family’s link with the Association, becoming
Membership Secretary, an onerous job previously done by
Jean Clapp, whom Sir Rex thanked for her work. She
continues to organise distribution of the Newsletter. Another
voung Islander, Mr Saul Pitaluga, rejoins the Committee.

There was a good turn-out for the annual meeting,.
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Graham Bound chats to Annabelle Spencer and Brian
Paul after the AGM. Photo: Karen Clapp

Young Islanders enjoying the buffet after the AGM
All Photos by Harold Briley except where shown
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Duplicitous Diplomacy at “Secret” Meeting
Argentines Renege on Offer to Abandon Claim

What appeared to be an historic breakthrough in the
dispute over Falklands sovereignty involving abandonment
by Argentina of its claim failed to materialise when the
Argentines reneged on a proposal which the Falkland Islands
Council was led to believe Argentina had made. Instead, the
Argentines proposed joint sovereignty - similar to Spain’s
recent proposal over Gibraltar, that was rejected by Britain

The drama unfolded at a secret meeting between high
level delegations led by the British and Argentine Foreign
Ministers, Mr. Rifkind and Dr. Di Tella, at Chevening, Mr.
Rifkind’s country residence, on January 10th and 11th.

Councillors decide to meet Argentines

Because of the prize they believed to be within their
grasp, the Islands’ elected Council momentously decided to
meet Argentine Government representatives face to face for
the first time since the 1982 invasion, departing from their
avowed policy never to talk directly to the Argentine
Government until the sovereignty claim is dropped. All
previous talks on such issues as oil and fishing have been
conducted by Falklands’ officials. This time, a majority of
the Council decided the prize was worth the risk. Two
Executive Council members, Mr Michael Summers and Mrs
Sharon Halford, were delegated to go to London,
accompanied by the Governor, Mr Richard Ralph.

Councillors quit talks.

Councillors Summers and Halford abruptly left the
meeting, ending it a day earlier than scheduled, when they
realised that the Argentines had deceived them and were not
ready to cede their sovereignty claim at all, but were seeking
a form of shared sovereignty. The British Foreign Secretary,
Mr. Rifkind, supported the Councillors’ decision.

Reporting back to a Falklands seething with rumour,
Mike Summers declared: “The basis for these talks to take
place was that there was a distinct possibility that we could
reach a full and final solution to the sovereignty dispute,
which did not involve the transfer or the compromise of
British sovereignty over the Falklands in any way. On that
basis we agreed to participate”. Councillor Halford said they
attended believing Argentina was prepared to give up its
claim, At a public meeting in Stanley, the two Councillors
explained that they were motivated to attend believing that,
under the right circumstances, Argentina would
“completely, unequivocally and finally drop their claim™.

Councillor Bill Luxton went along with the initiative,
saying: “The reason | agreed ... was that the core of Di
Tella’s proposal was that, when an agreement was signed
between the UK Government, the Falkland Islands
Government and Argentina, Argentina would completely
withdraw its claim to sovereignty. “That is the prize we all
wanted”, Councillor Wendy Teggart declared: “We were
sceptical, but it would have been unforgivable not to
listen to what was on offer”.

They were right to be sceptical. Instead of abandoning
their claim, the Argentines introduced a proposal for shared
sovereignty, apparently involving Argentine representation
on the Falklands Council and the Argentine flag flying
alongside the British flag on the Islands. It had similarities to

an idea suggested and rejected during the 1982 conflict. Said
Sharon Halford: “We decided we could go no further when it
appeared that Condominium was being suggested ... That
was not acceptable to us, and that was an end to it”.

Summing up, Mike Summers declared: “The Argentine
position is still the same as before the talks started, Our
position in the Falklands is exactly the same as that of the
British Government -- that Britain has sovereignty over the
Falkland and that is how it will remain”.

Governor Ralph praised the courage of the Councillors
for participating, said that positions had been “clarified”, that
the position on sovereignty is completely unchanged, and
hoped there would be no deterioration in relations with
Argentina after the progress of recent years.

The seniority of the delegations to the Chevening talks
underlines the significance attached to them -- and the high
hopes, sadly dashed. Dr. Di Tella was accompanied by the
Argentine Ambassadors to Britain, the UN, and Switzerland
(who participated in the oil and fishing talks), and his most
senior advisers on the Falklands. Mr Rifkind had with him
Foreign Office Minister of State for Latin American Affairs,
Sir Nicholas Bonsor, and his most senior officials responsible
for Falklands Affairs, Mr Andrew Burns and Mr William
Marsden.

The Argentines apparently also pressed on with their
campaign for greater access to the Islands for Argentine
visitors and for direct communications with Argentina.

On one topic, at least, progress was made. It was agreed
to resume negotiations on fisheries.

Offer concealed in Argentina

The meeting got huge publicity in Argentina - after
secrecy was abandoned there. But, the original Argentine
offer to cede its sovereignty claim was never mentioned at
all. Instead, it was described in Argentina’s popular press as
if British sovereignty were under discussion (albeit unsuc-
cessfully), as marking the end of the sovereignty “umbrella”
agreement and as establishing a precedent for sovereignty
discussions after the general election in Britain.

The meeting went completely unreported in Britain.

Newsletter comment

The Newsletter does not believe that President Menem
could renounce his country’s claim to the Falklands at the
moment - even if he wanted to. He no longer controls
Congress, and the claim is in the new Argentine Constitution.
Moreover, he is very weak politically, because of corruption
scandals and the appalling state of the Argentine economy.
Only a strong President could make such a concession.

Much of the present activity over the Falklands in
Argentina is undoubtedly to divert attention from President
Menem's domestic problems. However, nationalist feeling
there over the Falklands is unusually high too, for reasons we
publish on page 8 - and because of hopes that a change of
Government in Britain might favour Argentina.

In short, all the signs at the moment suggest that far
from being willing to cede its claim, Argentine feeling over
the Falklands has hardened dramatically.
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Britain Rejects “Two Flags” Sovereignty

Britain immediately rejected President Menem's re-
vived proposal for shared UK-Argentine sovereignty over the
Falklands. Menem told a news conference that he is willing
to share sovereignty as a ‘‘short-term solution’ to the
dispute. He said: **Of course, | can see the possibility of the
Argentine flag flying, for example, alongside the British™.
Menem, who has previously said Argentina would regain
sovereignty by the year 2000, now says: '‘strategies must
change with the times™’, citing improved relations with the
United States, the European Union and Britain to justify his
remarks. He claimed the sovereignty issue is now ‘‘on the
table’” ... *“‘that the possibility of regaining the islands is now
much better'”, and that Argentina ‘‘is now claiming
sovereignty openly in talks with the British. How can | not
mention my dream of sovereignty over the Malvinas? We
pursue this dream on peaceful terms in the diplomatic field,
which is just another way of waging war’".

Emphatic Rejection

Menem’s proposal for shared sovereignty was rejected
by Defence Secretary Michael Portillo, in Chile, on his way
to the Falklands. He declared: **It is quite clear on our part
that we can't discuss the sovereignty of the Islands, nor
surrender them, nor share them’. He said he was going to
the Islands to reaffirm Britain’s commitment to defend them.

In an editorial in the Daily Mail Portillo is praised for
his “*commendably forthright rejection of Menem's insolent
suggestion”’ but criticised for congratulating Menem for his
general ‘conciliatory’ tone. The newspaper asks: ‘*Doesn’t
Mr Portillo realise the lesson of the early Eighties? Any
appeasement, however modest, is seen in Argentina as a sign
of weakness and encourages intransigence’’,

The *‘two flags' suggestion is not new. President
Menem said in June 1995, that the ‘‘solution which best suits
us is sharing the government under two flags'', at the same
time Di Tella floated his $800,000 bribe - which Islanders
rejected as totally unacceptable. Resurrection of the “two-
flags™ proposal coincides with a growing belief in Argentina
that Dr Di Tella’s so-called *‘seduction’” policy has failed to
weaken the resolution of the Islanders. But, undeterred, Di
Tella again sent Christmas gifts to Falklands children, this
year the French classic book, **The Little Prince’".

United States Mediation Denial

A claim by President Menem, after talks in Washington
with President Clinton in December, that the United States
had agreed to mediate on the Falklands dispute has been
denied. The US Ambassador in Argentina, James Cheek, said
the US has not been asked to mediate. Both countries were
equally US allies and friends, making Washington's role a
sensitive one which they must take care benefits everyone.

On January 20th, Clarin announced that when President
Clinton visits Argentina in March, President Menem would
ask him to mediate the subject of the Malvinas with Britain.
President Menem subsequently denied this, saying he would
only ask President Clinton for his help in the dispute.

Plebiscite on the Constitution?

The 1994 Argentine constitution binds Argentina to
obtain 100% sovereignty over the Falklands. So “two-flags”
could only be a stepping stone to more demands. Doubtless
with this in mind, Dr. Di Tella suggested to Clarin on the
January 27th, that there be a plebiscite in Argentina to
change this clause into one calling for shared sovereignty.

Gibraltar, Parallel Sovereignty Claim

On the very same day on which Dr. Di Tella suggested
a plebiscite in Argentina to change its constitutional claim to
the Falklands to one of shared sovereignty, The Times and
other newspapers reported a Spanish demand for shared
sovereignty over Gibraltar for one hundred years - to be
followed by a hand-over of Gibraltar to Spain.

Britain publicly rejected the Spanish proposal as
unnacceptable to the people of Gibraltar. Foreign Secretary
Malcolm Rifkind was quoted as saying “Any change would
require the consent of the people of Gibraltar, and that
consent is not forthcoming™.

Earlier, on January 22nd, reports of a Spanish threat to
withdraw recognition of Gibraltar passports appeared in the
British media. This will stir memories in the Falklands.

Falklands failure for Gibraltar

The Spanish claim follows anxiety in Gibraltar over the
appointment of a civilian Governor, breaking a centuries-old
tradition of military holders of the post - and especially
because the job has gone to Sir Richard Luce, the Foreign
Office Minister with special responsibility for Latin America
in the period leading to the 1982 invasion of the Falklands.
Sir Richard and his two senior ministers at the Foreign
Office, resigned immediately after the Argentine invasion,
taking responsibility for their failure to foresee it. Just a few

weeks earlier, in a meeting with the Argentines in New York,
Sir Richard, believed he had secured agreement to continue
discussions. All three Ministers were regarded as honourable,
if naive, victims of Argentine duplicity.

A Times leader said the switch to a civilian governor,
may be justified by changed circumstances in NATO and the
run-down of the British garrison in Gibraltar. But it describes
the appointment as controversial, indicating a change of
attitude by Britain, as Spain continues its claim to Gibraltar.

The Gibraltar National Party Leader, Dr Joseph Garcia,
criticised the appointment as causing anxiety in Gibraltar
whose government was not consulted about the change. He
said Sir Richard's record over the Falklands and also Hong
Kong would send the wrong signals to Spain.

Joint Campaign Expected:

Spain and Argentina may well be coordinating their
efforts. Both have raised their respective claims, offering a
similar “solution”, in what could be the last months of a
Conservative administration. The Newsletter expects both
countries to make a coordinated effort against their respec-
tive targets, if the Labour Party wins the election. Argentina
may believe that getting discussion of sovereignty going
under a previous Conservative Government would facilitate
this, and forestall Conservative criticism of it,
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Labour Party Re-Assurance for Islanders

Labour Party policy, clarified under Tony Blair's
leadership, pledges unambiguous support for British sover-
eignty and for Falkland Islanders to decide their own future.

There will be no change of policy with a change of

government. This was spelt out clearly in this exclusive
interview with Sir Rex Hunt and Harold Briley (in January)
by the Party's Shadow Minister for Latin American and
Falklands Affairs, Mr Tony Lloyd, MP for Stretford, who has
visited both Argentina and the Falkland Islands.

Harold Briley: What is Labour Party policy on Argentina’s
claim to sovereignty of the Islands?

Tony Lloyd: There is no difference between the policy of
the Conservative Government and Labour. The United
Kingdom is the sovereign power. The only people who could
abrogate that are the Islanders. It is for them to decide their
own future on sovereignty. Because there is no party
difference, it will not be an election issue, nor in our
Election Manifesto.

HB: How would a Labour Government counter Argentina’s
sovereignty claim and its determination to secure it by
diplomatic if not military means?

TL: The claim comes from within Argentina. Realistically,
all we can do is continue to make clear where the issue lies.
You cannot say different things in Buenos Aires and the
Islands. That consistent message from Conservative and
Labour politicians makes it clear,

HB: The Falkland Islands Council was led to believe
Argentina might renounce its claim at the recent Chevening
talks with Malcolm Rifkind. Instead Argentina proposed
shared sovereignty. What's Labour’s attitude on that?

TL: Shared sovereignty is not on the agenda.

HB: Argentine newspapers suggest Argentina's intention
was to get progress to influence an incoming Labour
Government and constrain future Conservative Opposition
criticism on any sovereignty talks.

TL: The actions of an outgoing government do not in that
sense tie an incoming government. It has to be a matter of
democratic principle. We are not bound by any talks we
were not a party to.

HB: What is your reaction to Argentine demands for access
for Argentine visitors and for re-establishment of communi-
cations links with Argentina?

TL: My remarks on my Falklands visit were misinterpreted.
| applaud for humanitarian reasons the Falklands Council
decision to welcome relatives of Argentines who died on the
Islands to visit their graves. Generally, there is an anomalous
situation where some Argentines can enter the islands on an
Irish, Italian, British or other passport and suffer no barrier.
The Islands must look at this. There is no way any British
Government can exercise the power to decide who visits the
Islands.

HB: Labour supports retention of the British garrison for
defence against aggression?

TL: There is no threat of withdrawal of the garrison. We
would want to maintain the minimum force necessary to
deter aggression.

HB: The Falkland Islands has offered to pay the costs of the
garrison and past military costs when its economy allows.
TL: | prefer to look at this as a concept of burden-sharing
rather than a direct cost. The British Army is not a

Tony Lloyd MP, Labour Party Foreign Affairs
Spokesman for the Falklands, talking to Sir Rex.

mercenary army. In the past Britain has not demanded any
direct pound for pound contribution. If there are significant
oil revenues, we would want to talk to the Falklands Council
which has already offered to contribute.

HB: As the United Nations De-Colonisation Commiltee
annually votes in Argentina’s favour for resumption of
sovereignty talks, ignoring the principle of self-determina-
tion, how cquld Labour persuade the UN to acknowledge the
importance of allowing the Islanders to decide their own
future?

TL: We can only patiently explain the position and
demonstrate that the will of the Islanders is well-established.
HB: Another strand of Labour policy is to improve relations
generally with Argentina?

TL: We should build the best possible relations and healthy
co-operation for the mutual benefit of Britain, Argentina and
the Falkland Islands. It’s about strengthening Argentina’s
internal democratic process, and living in the world with our
neighbours. Argentina is an important trade partner for the
UK. While there is no compromise on sovereignty, it is in
the interests of the Islanders to look at their relations with
Argentina. We have to recognise the geographical situation.
Such issues as oil and fisheries talks depend on having a
constructive framework between Islanders, the British Gov-
ernment and the Argentines.

Tony Lloyd’s Letter to The Times

If any further clarification were needed of Labour Party
policy, we publish extracts from Mr. Lloyd’s letter to The
Times contradicting its article ‘“‘Falkland Islands fear for
future under Labour’’, which suggested that a Labour
Government would be ‘‘determined to nudge Islanders into
closer relations with Argentina’”.

In his letter, Mr Lloyd said the Times article misrepre-
sented Labour Policy. **British policy towards the Falklands
will not change when the Labour Government takes power'’,
he wrote. “The Sovereignty of the Islands is a matter for
the people who live there’’. He also stated: ‘I also
recognise that the decision as to who should be admitted
to the islands is a matter for the Islanders and not for the
British Government’".














































