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All or Nothing for Argentina

Argentina first hammered out her federal constitution in
1853, just 20 years after Britain re-occupied the Falklands.
She reformed this in 1860, 1866, 1878 and 1957. Neither the
original nor any of the reformed constitutions claimed the
Falklands. Argentina's claim to South Georgia and the South
Sandwich Islands didn’t even exist until after World War II.

On August 19th, the recent Argentine Constitutional
Convention adopted a clause irrevocably claiming complete
sovereignty over the Falklands, South Georgia, the South
Sandwich Islands and their surrounding waters. It did so,
with strong government support, just when President Menem
needed a diversion from personal unpopularity and from
Argentina’s grave economic problems, strikes and distur-
bances. This new constitution took effect on August 24th,

The Convention was called primarily to make the
constitutional changes needed to allow President Menem to

stand again for the presidency. The delegates were elected on
the basis of whether to permit this. Although the Convention
could make any change it wished, the Falklands dispute was
not even mentioned in the electoral campaign.

Enshrining Argentina's claim in her constitution re-
moves any flexibility from her position. No discussions can
change this now. No concessions can satisfy her. Her calls
for sovereignty negotiations become quite absurd. These are
not on offer, but now Argentina is calling for them when she
could only settle for total cession of sovereignty by Britain!
Her new constitution forbids acceptance of anything less.

Once again Argentina has escalated the Falklands
dispute to resolve internal political difficulties. Common
sense demands that the Falklands continue to exclude
Argentina from its affairs and that Britain never discuss
sovereignty with Argentina.

Tribute to Lord Shackleton

Above: The Late Lord Shackleton.
flares while trapped in the ice of the Weddell Sea.

Right: His father's ship, Endurance, photographed at night by the light of
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Lincolns Inn Reception

A packed Lincolns Inn Hall saw friends old and new on
Liberation Day, June 14th. Guests of honour were HRH
Prince Michael of Kent and Foreign Secretary, the Rt Hon.
Douglas Hurd M.P., who visited the Falklands earlier this
year.

Miss Sukey Cameron gave the address, her last as
London Representative of the Falkland Islands Government.
She began by presenting Prince Michael with a cheque for
£52,000 raised for the Soldiers, Sailors and Airmens
Families Association, of which he is President, by the sale of
the special Falklands Liberation Stamp issue in all the South
Atlantic Dependencies. She went on to review the enormous
progress made by the Falklands since the Argentine invasion
in 1982; the benefits produced by the fishing industry; the
success of the Dependent Territories Conference organised
by the Governments of the Falklands and Gibraltar; the
official visit of Chilean Deputies to the Falklands, and the
enormous potential of a future oil industry. She ended by
thanking all who had supported and worked with her during
her four years as FIG London Representative, and introduced
her successor, Mr. Anton Livermore CPM.

Councillor John Cheek spoke of the award of the
Freedom of Stanley to Mr., Bill Hunter-Christie and paid
tribute to his support of the Falkland Islands over many
years. The illuminated scroll recording the award was then
presented to Mr. Hunter-Christie by Prince Michael.

In his brief speech of thanks to the Councillors and
people of the Falklands, Mr. Hunter-Christie said that this
was the one honour he would have preferred above all
others. He then presented a gift of two inscribed silver wine
coasters to the Council.

Sir Rex Hunt read the Queen's message of good wishes
and proposed the loyal toast, and the Band of the Royal
Marines beat retreat on the lawn.

The Crown Agents provided a display of Falklands
stamps, and Miss Anna King put on a display of her
photographs of the Falklands.

Prince Michael holding up the cheque for SSAFA raised
in all the British dependencies in the South Atlantic.

All photographs on this page by P.J.Pepper.
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Councillor John Cheek addressing the Reception;
Mr. Bill Hunter-Christie on his right.

Miss Sukey Cameron and Mr. Nigel Fordham of the
Crown Agents showing Falkiands stamps and the
Liberation Stamp display to Prince Michael.
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Falklands-Argentine Oil Talks

Despite Argentina’s high-profile warnings to interna-
tional oil companies to steer clear of participation in
Falklands oil development, talks continue quietly between
the Falklands and Argentina on prospects for practical
co-operation.

The Falklands representative at the latest talks in
Buenos Aires was the Director of Education, Mrs Phyllis
Rendell. Also present was Dr. Nigel Fannin, of the British
Geological Survey, who are consultants for the FIG. The
purpose of the talks is to exchange information on oil
development and to discuss cooperation, so there are no
surprises on either side. “*“We're not doing anything
secretly’’, Mrs Rendell says.,

She told Argentine officials how far the Falklands have
progressed with seismic surveys and with legislation paving
the way to exploration and exploitation of what are believed
to be huge offshore oil deposits.

She explained that there is no Falklands objection to
Argentine companies tendering along with other companies
to take part in development of the resources, in international
consortia, though an all-Argentine consortium would not be
acceptable. International companies would welcome Argen-
tine knowledge and expertise and Argentina is ideally placed
and already exploits offshore oil of its own. There could be
facilities in Argentina, or Chile or Brazil,

MUTUAL ECONOMIC BENEFITS

Mrs Rendell told the Argentines that it was up to
industry to find the best solution, that the Falklands didn’t
want it to be government-led and that it was up to the
Argentines to sell their facilities if they wished.

“*We're saying oil can benefit both countries economi-
cally if it's allowed to proceed and the Argentines are
prepared to become involved, not the Government, but the
people and industry™”.

The political shadow falling across the oil issue
appears not to have blighted these practical talks, though it
does make them more difficult than they would otherwise

be. One area where there is scope for maximum co-operation
with no disagreement is protection of the environment. ‘*This
is one common area we all hold dear’, said Mrs Rendell.
*“The whole area is environmentally rich and important. That
message came over loud and clear in the talks. We all very
much appreciate each other's concern. Great patches of
floating oil do not respect national boundaries’”.

UPDATE & EDITORIAL COMMENT

The Newsletter believes that Falklands willingness to
allow Argentine participation in oil development, despite the
invasion 12 years ago and Argentina’s conlinuing campaign
for sovereignty, is an unprecedented gesture of goodwill. The
Council is known to feel that by making this, it has gone the
“‘extra mile"’ for good relations. The Newsletter agrees.

This Newsletter was delayed by the death of Lord
Shackleton. As it was going to press at the beginning of
October there were more oil discussions with the Argentines.
At this meeting the Falklands repeated its offer to allow
Argentine participation, but Argentina was only willing to
cooperate on its own terms. Details of this will be published
in the next Newsletter. \

Photo: Harold Briley

Mrs. Phyllis Rendell

Oil - Prynn Report Spells Out The Options

If, when and how are the big questions over oil
exploitation. In July a major report was handed over to the
FIG, entitled, “*Oil Development Strategies for the Falkland
Islands'". Prepared by Mr. Peter Prynn, head of Environmen-
tal Resources Management, the report outlines three principle
strategies for oil development.

The first, involves minimal involvement of the Islands
themselves, with most of the work handled from the South
American mainland. But this is not recommended because of
the hostage to Argentine ‘‘goodwill’” that it would create.

The second is the opposite of this, a so-called
**Maximum Impact Scenario’’. This involves doing practi-
cally everything from the Falklands. This provides political
security, as it minimises Argentine involvement, and creates
enormous economic opportunities for Falkland Islanders. It
also risks destroying much of what gives the Falklands its
unique social, cultural and environmental character,

Mr. Prynn recommends a middle road, involving a

controlled build up of onshore activity in the Falklands, and
the closest cooperation between oil companies and the FIG.

This assumes that there would be some three compa-
nies, each operating three rigs. This would mean some 900
people working on rigs, 60 crewing supply vessels, and some
300 on land working in catering, recreation, etc. Another 75
would be needed for office, emergency, warehouse and other
facilities. This is about half the staffing levels of the
so-called *‘maximum impact scenario'’. The environment
would have to be protected too, although the report does not
predict any damage to fish stocks, which do not appear to
have been affected by similar activity in the North Sea.

The report stresses that Islanders must decide what sort
of future they want, and follow this up with comprehensive
legislation to let oil companies know how they stand. The
report points out that the FIG faces initial investment costs,
with no guarantee of a return, given the political and
geological uncertainties of the region.
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FALKLANDS UN CHALLENGE:
ACKNOWLEDGE DEMOCRACY!

by Harold Briley

The Falklands have thrown down a challenge to
Argentina at the United Nations......demonstrate your creden-
tials as a democratic nation and acknowledge the Islanders’
right to enjoy democracy.

Addressing his challenge to President Menem, the
Argentine Government and people, Councillor Luxton de-
clared: *‘I challenge them to show the world their maturity
and show magnanimity towards a small group of people who
are not their natural enemies, but who will not be subjugated
or colonised by them. I challenge them to show generosity
and tolerance to a small country which offers no threat
whatever to their future security and in terms of the great
richness of Argentina is irrelevant to them. We are but two
thousand people but we are determined to go our own
way......The Falklands belong to the Falkland Islanders and
what we ask — and this is my challenge -- is that they be
prepared to allow the Falkland Islands people to determine
their own future without hindrance’".

Without a vote, the Committee approved a resolution
submitted by Latin American nations calling for resumption
of Anglo-Argentine negotiations on sovereignty. Falklands’
hopes that the resolution would incorporate the basic UN
principle of self-determination were not realised, despite
requests this year and last year by some nations on the
committee that it should be included.

Councillor Luxton accepted the resolution as far as it
went, urging Britain and Argentina to seek a peaceful end to
their dispute but pointed out the glaring omission: *"What we
ask most passionately is that the resolution should include as
an essential principle the right to self determination of the
people of the Falkland Islands’.

OIL CO-OPERATION WELCOME

Councillor Luxton welcomed practical cooperation with
Argentina. *‘Our fishery management and conservation is
recognised as being among the best in the world and I am
glad this is one area where we have been able to develop a
reasonable relationship with the Argentines without compro-
mising our sovereign rights.... One might dare to hope that
this could be a pattern for the future in other fields.... If
Argentina wishes (o participate in the process of oil
development, there is no reason why she should not do so,
just as our other South American neighbours can. It may suit
the major oil companies to source their supplies from South
America and even build bases there. Cooperation on these
terms is acceptable. What is not acceptable is that Argentina,
by making claim to the Islands, should imagine that she is
entitled to any special position in the development of our
resources’’

Councillor Luxton rejected what he called *‘the recent
insulting and distasteful bribe’* by Argentina of huge sums
of money to islanders if they would agree to a transfer of
sovereignty... “‘l believe the real motive behind this offer is
to try to create dissent and division within our community. I
believe every Falkland Islander will treat this devious plan
with the contempt it so richly deserves... The truth is that

The Hon. Wendy Teggart
Photo: Norman Clark, Falkland Printz

over the years we have been used as a diversion to distract
the Argentine people from the misery imposed on them by
their own governments’”.

“OVERBEARING BULLYING NEIGHBOUR™

Councillor Wendy Teggart, making her first ever
speech to the UN Committee, pointed out that her
grandchildren are eighth generation Falkland Islanders. Over
160 years the Islanders have created their own distinctive
culture and lifestyle, which, though British in character, has
its own undeniable character and charm,

She thanked the British Government for ‘‘bearing the
cost of our defence. This would not be necessary if it were
not for our need for protection against our overbearing,
bullying neighbour. Were it not for the Argentine claim to
the Islands and our reliance on the United Kingdom for
military protection, we may well, by now, be looking
towards independence within the framework of the United
Nations. This is a Committee on Decolonisation. I ask you to
accept it is Argentina, not Britain, which wishes to colonise
us. It is Argentina which is stopping any move towards
independence. And it is Argentina that must drop her claim
to sovereignty of the Falklands. We too want the right to
determine our own future’’.

Delegates Criticise Argentina

Covering the Decolonisation Committee debate on the
13th July, Clarin reported the Papua New Guinea delegate as
saying that in future the right of self-determination of the
Islanders *‘must be taken into account’’, Clarin also said that
the Fijian delegate - supported by the delegate from Sierra
Leone - had gone ‘‘even further'” and stated: this body
““isn’t a committee on sovereignty’’. Clarin referred to this
as an ‘‘implied criticism of Argentina’.
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INTERVIEW: VOICE OF THE FALKLANDS
BILL LUXTON

The Hon. Bill Luxton, a member of both the
Legislative and Executive Councils of the Falklands Govern-
ment, won the largest proportion of any constituency vote in
last year's elections. So, he can legitimately claim to be the
voice of the people as well as representing the Government
officially, along with Councillor Wendy Teggart, at the July
meeting of the UN Decolonisation Committee, an annual
event at which both Falklands and Argentine delegates argue
their case on the sovereignty dispute. Returning from the UN
in New York, Councillor Luxton spoke to Harold Briley.

Bill Luxton: I think we did slightly better than last year.
Papua New Guinea implied that in future years it won't vote
for a resolution that does not acknowledge the right of self
determination. It's a very short phrase we want included...
reaffirming ‘‘the rights of peoples to self-determination as
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations’'. That's all
we need. Then we'd be happy with the resolution.

Harold Briley: Why does the UN find it so hard to observe
this basic principle of self-determination from its own
founding Charter? Why hasn't it been there from the very
beginning?

BL: Some of the problem is the knee-jerk anti-colonialism
issue which is a bit outdated. What is right and just is not
always followed, but what is politically expedient. **You
scratch my back and I'll scratch yours™. We'll just have to
keep working on them.

HB: What the UN don't seem to understand is that the
Falklands might not be a colony without the Argentine
threat. You might be independent.

BL: We made that point. The total block to any constitu-
tional advance in the Falklands is Argentina's sovereignty
claim.

HB: And better relations with Argentina?

BL: Absolutely. If Argentina acknowledges our right to
determine our own future, then the whole situation will
change, not least our present stance of refusing to admit any
Argentines to the Islands. I challenged the Argentines to
show how politically mature they are and that they are no
longer a third-rate, third-world country.

HB: Because........

BL: Because we are not Argentina. We are not of the same
extraction. We have a different culture, a different language,
a different way of doing things, a different way of looking at
things. We wish to go our own way.

HB: But you are willing to co-operate?

BL: Yes, we are willing to co-operate with them, providing
it does not compromise our sovereignty. On fishing and
conservation, we have provided them with a great deal of
information they were not able to collect themselves.

HB: The multi-million dollar question now is oil. If the
Falklands has vast quantities of oil, as seismic tests indicate,
that would be a big issue involving Argentina. How far
would you be prepared to co-operate on the exploitation of
0il?

BL: We have decided we would not object to Argentine
companies participating in a consortium, provided it isn't

majority-owned or controlled by Argentina and doesn’t
involve Argentines landing in the Falklands, until they drop
their sovereignty claim or recognise our right to self-
determination. It may make commercial sense for oil to be
exported via Argentina. But don't forget the Chileans, and
Brazil probably has more expertise in deep-water offshore
drilling than any other country in the world. We'd be very
happy to co-operate with them. I would guess that tankers
would be loaded at the oil platforms and then go direct to
their destination anywhere in the world.

HB: What about environmental damage to your wonderful
wildlife?

BL: We are less at risk from our own industry, which we
can control, than we are from the totally unexpected and
uncontrollable. Don't forget that the disaster off the
Shetlands was nothing to do with North Sea oil. It was a
total outsider sailing among the islands. We already have
huge oil tankers coming round the Horn very close to the
Falklands, and at times medical cases are dropped off in the
Falklands. If one of those lost its engines or blew up and it
drifted onshore on the Falklands, that would be really
difficult to deal with. No matter what legislation we pass, we
can't stop that.

HB: You'd be ready to go it alone with Britain’s expertise
and help?

BL: And other international oil companies. We are prepared
to award licences to whoever is willing to take them up. That
may mean oil multi-nationals not involved in Argentina. We
are determined to put the exploitation of this resource under
way. We would be happy to do it with co-operation with the
Argentines.

HB: How in your opinion do your lifestyles compare?

BL: You are probably the expert on that. I think in most
ficlds we are way ahead of them and have a better lifestyle.
There are no slums around Port Stanley as there are around
Buenos Aires with miserable, grinding poverty. I'm sure the
health of our nation is infinitely better than the health of the
Argentine population. We have an excellent education
system. We've just spent fourteen-million pounds on the new
community school and centre. We are extending the primary
school. Our children can study in Britain at schools and
universities, at Falklands Government expense. Falkland
Islands children, not least my own, are extremely well looked
after. We put no limit on the amount of training we are
prepared to give to young Falkland Islanders in the hope they
will come back to work, in all the professions. And we do
have 160 years of unbroken democratic rule under our belt,
which is another plus factor.

HB: A final message to Argentina. Will they ever get
sovereignty of the Falklands?

BL: No, never, provided the British Governments backs us
up as they have done. We don't regard ourselves as an
oppressed colonial people. All over the world, more and
more, oppressed people are gaining their freedom. It just
goes against that whole pattern of events to remove the
freedom of one section of the world's community and hand it
over to a hostile government.
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Mr. ANTON LIVERMORE:
From Policeman to Ambassador

A former policeman, awarded the Colonial Police
Medal for his part in dealing with the Argentines in 1982,
has been appointed the new Falklands Government Repre-
sentative in London. Anton Livermore, 32, succeeds Sukey
Cameron in January 1995. He comes from a Falklands
family, but was born in Auckland, New Zealand.

Anton takes over at a challenging time, when it's
essential to maintain support for the Falklands against
Argentina's sovereignty claim. He sees his job as “‘selling"’
the Falklands and presenting its case to the British public,
the media and politicians. He takes over amid increasing
speculation that the Labour Party under its new leadership
may win the next election with a Falklands policy that is not
as clear-cut as the Conservatives' unconditional support.
He's attending the party political conferences this year, as he
did last year, to lobby British politicians.

The Falklands, he points out, has a lot to offer Britain
with the prospect of an oil industry and unprecedented riches
to be shared, and has no objection to oil co-operation with
Argentine companies so long as it's absolutely clear there
can be no compromise on Falklands sovereignty.

DANGEROUS LIAISON

He has the advantage of having dealt with Argentines
before, during their disastrous invasion, when he was a
young police constable. Forced to liaise with the Argentine
military police then, where his knowledge of Spanish was a
great help, his role was to assist the Islanders as much as he
could. It was a dangerous period, and Anton says he derived
much satisfaction from what he was able to do. As a boy
he'd been educated not just in Stanley, but also for a while,
in Argentina, as a number of Falklands children were then.

After the liberation came new challenges - the
dangerous aftermath of the occupation, warning the civilian
population, not least the children, of the danger of mines and
other munitions left lying around; increased crime as the
population swelled with incoming workers developing the
islands. Having trained with the Devon and Cornwall
Constabulary, Anton was promoted to sergeant. Later, he
supervised the newly created Immigration Department,
checking on all newcomers, and making sure Argentines
were kept out, in accordance with Falklands Government
policy.

Mr. Anton Livermore, with Miss Sukey Cameron
Photo: Harold Briley

His first close contact with Falklands politics came
when he was appointed Clerk of the Falklands Legislative
and Executive Councils in 1990. In that job, he met many
other legislators from abroad while attending the Common-
wealth Parliamentary Conference in Cyprus last year.

Anton moved to London in June, and assumes in the
interim the position of Deputy Representative vacated by
Graham Bound. Harold Briley

Falklands Wool and Stamps Aid

WPc Su Howes-Mitchell and Falklands farmers have
managed to send yet more aid to Croatia. This time it is 7
boxes of wool, totalling 400 Kilos! This is particularly
valuable to the many refugees in camps there, where it will
provide both occupational therapy and warm clothing for the
coming winter. Hogg Robinson has kindly shipped the wool
to the UK free of charge.

Su Howes-Mitchell and Islanders are also producing
philatelic covers. The first depicts a Tornado, based at Mount
Pleasant, endorsed with a minimum of 20 cachets from farms
and settlements around the Islands. The proceeds will go to

the RAF Benevolent Fund, Caritas (for Croatia and Bosnia)
and CAFOD (for Rwanda). There will be 500 of these,
available at the end of August, at a cost of £3.50 each.

A second edition is to be released shortly. This will be
of Cape Pembroke Lighthouse, the hills behind Stanley and
two well known ships, the Samson and the Lady Elizabeth.
There will be 500 of these with a 9p stamp from the 150th
Anniversary of the Founding of Stanley issue. Each will be
endorsed with a minimum of 10 local Stanley cachets. These
will also cost £3.50 each and all proceeds will go to Caritas
(Croatia and Bosnia) and CAFOD (Rwanda),


























































