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Editorial by FIA Chair Alan Huckle

Pobjoy Mint has announced the release of a coin 
which commemorates the Falkland Islands 

referendum held in March 2013.
The result of the referendum was overwhelming 

with 92 per cent of eligible voters turning out and 
99.8 per cent voting in favour of retaining the current 
political status.

The design on the coin shows the Totem Pole 
erected by servicemen after the Falklands War with 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on the reverse.

Referendum coin

The Argentines were 
wrong-footed by the 
Falkland Islands 
Government’s decision 
to call a referendum on 
the Islands’ future. The 
overwhelming majority 
vote to remain as a 
UK Overseas Territory 
was an important act 
of self-determination by 
the Falkland Islanders 
- and, as Barry 
Elsby reports in this 
Newsletter, it gave the 
Islanders an excellent 
opportunity to present 
their case without the 
distraction of Argentine 
propaganda to a wide body of inß uential 
opinion in 28 countries in Latin America 
and further aÞ eld. 

This won’t necessarily have changed 
governmental policies in these countries 
but the concerted message brought by 
elected FIG representatives and young 
Falkland Islanders in making these 
overseas visits will have had an educative 
impact on those who heard them speak 
and saw the local media coverage. There 
is little real understanding of the issue and 
what life is really like in the Falklands. So 
the Islanders’ campaign will have had a 
positive impact.

The Argentines had to react and have 
done so by declaring the referendum 
‘illegitimate’ and resurrecting their familiar 
and easily refutable accusations of British 
‘colonialism’, our ‘militarisation’ of the SW 
Atlantic and our ‘unilateral exploitation’ 
of the hydrocarbons in the region. It was 
predictable that Argentina, currently in 
the UN Security Council, would use its 
August Presidency to bring the Falklands 
into the Security Council in the context of 
an ‘open debate’ on UN co-operation with 
regional and sub-regional organisations 
in maintaining international peace and 
security (a bit rich from a country that 
invaded the Falklands without provocation 
in 1982). President Kirchner’s speech, in 
Argentina’s  national intervention, repeated 
her usual demand for bilateral discussions 
with the UK on the Falklands in accordance 
with past UN General Assembly resolutions 
(which she conveniently forgets are non-
binding). SigniÞ cantly, she also called for 
the reform of the Security Council and 

for the abolition of the 
power of veto of the Þ ve 
permanent members. 

Her assertions were 
roundly rejected by 
Sir Mark Lyall Grant, 
the UK Permanent 
Representative to the 
UN, who reminded her 
that the matter was 
not just between two 
governments: “There 
are three parties to 
the debate. The views 
of the people of the 
Falkland Islands cannot 
be dismissed. There can 
be no discussion on the 
sovereignty of the Islands 

unless and until the Islanders so wish. They 
made their views unequivocally clear in 
the referendum in March when they voted 
overwhelmingly to remain a UK Overseas 
Territory.”

 It is signiÞ cant that Argentina scheduled 
this open debate just before the primaries 
for the mid-term elections to be held in 
Argentina in October. Argentina has not 
been doing too well economically in this 
the global recession and, through her 
policies, Mrs Kirchner has lost ground with 
Argentina’s trade unions and business 
sector. Keeping the Falklands high on 
Argentina’s international agenda is 
probably as important for Mrs Kirchner’s 
domestic popularity as it is for Argentina’s 
foreign policy. But Argentina is seeking 
constantly to widen international support 
for its position on the Falklands. So it 
is important that the Falkland Islands 
Government continues its efforts, alongside 
those of the UK Government, to explain the 
realities of the Falkland Islanders’ right to 
self-determination to a wider international 
audience.

Separately, the Islanders mourn the 
death of Baroness Thatcher and other 
stalwarts, like Sir Rex Hunt and Admiral  
Sir Sandy Woodward, who restored 
democracy and freedom to the Falklands 
in the face of Argentine aggression and 
illegal occupation in 1982. But in the current 
coalition government, Falkland Islanders 
(and Gibraltarians) can have conÞ dence 
that they have strong friends in the UK who 
will continue to defend their rights against 
those who threaten them.



3

Referendum results go abroad
Politics

I  believe we will look back in 10 years 
time and fully appreciate just how 

important the Referendum was for our 
political future.

As we have always said, we held 
the Referendum not because we had 
any doubts as to the outcome but to 
shame the supporters of Argentina 
and convince any “fence sitters” of our 
right to determine our own future.

From the outset we were 
determined that the process would be 
totally fair and beyond reproach. We 
were fortunate when the Referendum 
International Observation Mission/
Misión International de Observación 
Referendo (RIOM/MIOR) offered 
to act as ofÞ cial observers. They 
deployed representatives from a 
number of regional countries as 

well as from countries farther aÞ eld, 
including New Zealand.

As a Government we realised 
we had to ensure that the result 
was heard in as many countries as 
possible, from South and Central 
America to the Caribbean, North 
America and Europe. To achieve 
this, MLAs accompanied by younger 
members of our community, visited 
28 countries in the days before and 
weeks after the vote took place. 
We had visited a number of these 
countries six months previously, 
and MLAs were able to reinforce 
our message on self determination 
backed up with the overwhelming 
result of the referendum.

We were well received in all countries 
and MLAs had meetings with senior 
members of the Governments.

Some countries were more 
supportive than others. I had the 
privilege of addressing the whole 
of Congress in Colombia, such was 
their interest in the Referendum. 
Other countries were perhaps less 
vociferous in their support but no one 
questioned that the process was open, 
democratic and a true representation 
of the wishes of the people.

In every country we visited we had 
huge media exposure. There seemed 
to be endless TV and radio interviews 
which enabled us to explain the 
reality of the situation in the Islands, 

to explain that we are not a colony but 
a democratic country with a modern 
constitution that remains an Overseas 
Territory of Great Britain by choice!

Many commented that this was the 
Þ rst time they had heard the Falkland 
Island side of the situation.

Having younger Falkland Islanders 
with us really made a difference during 
the many debates we took part in 
various leading universities. Students 
throughout the regions seemed able 
to cut through all the politics and see 
the situation for what it really is - a 
country of 40 million people trying to 
bully a small country of barely 3000 
into submission and failing. These 
students will be leaders and decision 
makers in their countries in years to 
come and their understanding of our 
situation is crucial for building bridges, 
developing opportunities and planning 
for the future.

The Referendum was a tremendous 
success and, I believe, has made 
countries rethink their automatic 
support for Argentina.

We need to continue to build on this 
achievement by telling the Falkland 
Islands’ story; be that with MLAs 
visiting countries, younger members 
of our society debating the issue in 
universities in the region, or members 
of our Chamber of Commerce building 
commercial links

MLA Barry Elsby takes a look at 
recent trips abroad to spread the 

word of the Referendum

Islander James Marsh (pictured 
with son Albert) shares  his post 
referendum trip with MLA Roger 
Edwards to Lithuania and Spain

Over the course of six days we met 
with a wide variety of politicians, 

journalists, government advisors and 
various other ofÞ cials. 

It was a fantastically busy, 
interesting and, I think, productive 
trip. We briefed endlessly on the 
referendum and its results, as well 
as on the Islands in general. Many 
people already had a decent level 
of knowledge about the Islands 

in general, and the referendum in 
particular, but others knew very little. 
We encountered a wide variety of 
political stances as regards the Islands 
and in particular the relationship with 
Argentina. 

We had meetings where we were 
immediately assured that those 
‘across the table’ supported us in 
our cause, and we also had some 
where it was made clear from the 
outset that their views differed from 
our own. To be honest I found that 
refreshing, I would much rather that 
be the case than have someone 
speak diplomatically for an hour and 
never reveal what they were actually 
thinking, and I like the challenge of 
trying to change someone’s mind! It’s 
also worth saying that, in my opinion, 
these trips would be pointless if 
we only ever met with people who 
already supported us (although that is 
important as well of course). We have 
to get ‘out there’ to change opinions, 
or at least make sure that we, as a 
people, are considered during any 
conversation about the Islands. One 

prominent Spanish politician we met 
with made clear from the start of our 
meeting that he could not, and would 
not,  publicly offer his support for the 
Islands’ right to self-determination, 
but he did concede at the end of 
our conversation that any meeting 
or discussion regarding the future of 
the Islands has to involve Falkland 
Islanders themselves. That, to my 
mind, was a victory.

One of the great things about the 
trip was I felt we were delivering an 
immensely positive message. We 
took the word out  that the Islands 
are strong, diverse and forward 
thinking, and that we’re a proud and 
distinct people in our own right. We 
want to work hard and forge good 
relations with other countries and 
we ask for nothing more than to be 
allowed to determine our own future. 
I would  be keen to undertake such 
a venture again, although with each 
new grey hair that I gain and blame 
on my infant son, the title of ‘young 
Falkland Islander’ slips further and 
further from my grasp.

I like the challenge of trying to change a mind
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C24

Falkland Islands Legislative 
Assembly Members Mike Summers 

and Sharon Halford delivered strong 
messages at the United Nations 
C24 in June this year, stressing the 
importance of the March referendum 
on political status and questioning 
the failure of the Committee to assist 
the remaining Non-Self-Governing 
Territories.

 MLA Mike Summers said that for 
many years the Falklands had asked 
simply for the voice of the Islanders 
to be heard and respected as might 
be reasonably expected from a 
Committee, “charged by the UN 
with assisting those few remaining 
territories who have not yet reached 
independence, to achieve a political 
status that is acceptable to them.” 

“But this Committee has failed to 
deliver on that responsibility. Why? 
Because this Committee seems 
to prioritise the interests of certain 
Member States over the wishes of the 
peoples it is supposed to be assisting. 
If this Committee is to remain relevant 
that has to change. The call by Cuba 
and others at the recent C-24 seminar in 
Quito, for a decade of solidarity with the 
Non-self-Governing Territories (NSGT) 
might begin to show the way forward, 
but only if the Members of the C24 
examine their collective conscience, 
about where their responsibilities 
lie as  Members of the C24, and put 
Þ rst  those people for whom they have 
assumed responsibility, the NSGTs.”

It was not the purpose of the 
Committee to hear, discuss, or have 
any opinion on the sovereignty of 
a territory. The Committee was not 
charged by the Secretary General or 
the General Assembly with discussing 
or resolving sovereignty disputes, and 
to advance, or support claims to the 
Falkland Islands, or any other territory 
in this forum, was an abuse of this 
Committee’s purpose, MLA Summers 
said.

“Nor is it this Committee’s 
responsibility to judge whether or not 
any particular territory on the C-24 
list is entitled to self-determination. 
According to UN Resolutions 1514 
and 1654 every territory on the list is 
entitled to self determination. That was 
set down by the General Assembly 
in 1960, reafÞ rmed in 1961 and 
reafÞ rmed again by resolution 2625 
in 1970, and has not changed since. 
So, to argue here, as certain members 
do, that Falkland Islanders do not 
have the right to self-determination, is 
to contradict the founding principles of 
this Committee. You do not have that 
discretion.

“The  only responsibility and duty 
of  this Committee is to the peoples 
of the NSGTs. In the case of the 
Falkland Islands this Committee is not 
required or empowered to choose in a 
sovereignty dispute between the UK, 
the administering power, or Argentina 
the aspiring colonial power.”  

MLA Summers reminded the 
Committee that its duty was to assist 
the people of the Falkland Islands 
to achieve a political status that is 
acceptable to them, free from coercion 
and harassment from other parties. 

“If some Committee members are 
unable to exercise  this duty, either 
because they have been instructed  
to support the Argentine claim, or 
because they believe that they have 
some other moral justiÞ cation to deny 
us our basic human rights, then so 
be it. But in advancing such a views 
in this Committee, you are not acting 
in accordance with the purpose of this 
Committee,” he said.

The  Committee had, by its own 
admission, failed in its duty and its 
mission for the past two decades, he 
said.

“I encourage the Committee to 
examine what has caused that failure 
and remedy it. Above all get out 
to the territories which are in your 
care, talk to the people, see how 
they live, test the extent of their self-
government, and ask them what they 
want for themselves. That is the way to 
discharge your duty, and to have real 
success going forward. 

“We have formally invited the 
Committee of the C-24 to send a 
visiting mission to the Falkland Islands 
on at least six occasions before. We 
have not even had the courtesy of 
a response. Mr Chairman, you are 
reported recently as having said, 
‘Visiting missions were critical not 
only in terms of hearing the concerns 
of the people in Non-Self-Governing 
Territories, but also in terms of arriving 
at informed conclusions through the 
collection of data’.  In my capacity as 

a petitioner, and as a representative of 
my Government, I now formally extend 
yet another invitation to the Committee 
to visit the Falkland Islands. 

“Come to the Islands and see who we 
are and how we live, and respect our 
wishes. We have been assured that 
the  UK as administering power has 
no objections to this invitation, and nor 
do we, or the UK, set any conditions 
on the makeup of the delegation. If 
Argentina objects it can only be that 
it is afraid of the truth, of openness 
and transparency, and of the power of 
basic human rights.”

MLA Summers referred the 
Chairman to the Secretary General’s 
opening remark, “We no longer have 
the luxury of indulging in rhetoric and 
rituals. Concrete action and tangible 
results are essential.” 

He urged the Committee to 
discharge their duty to all the NSGTs 
in accordance with the Secretary 
General’s urgings, and listen to 
Falkland Islanders to provide the way 
forward. “To do otherwise is to risk 
making this Committee an irrelevant 
anachronism,” he concluded.

MLA Summers said a stronger 
approach had been taken this year, 
which had particularly expressed the 
importance of visiting missions if the 
C24 was to have any relevance at all. 
“We issued a letter inviting them to 
visit. I think it did have an impact on 
the neutral members of the Committee 
who are embarrassed by its failure 
to address its core responsibilities. 
Others will just bare-facedly use it for 
domestic political purposes,” he said.

Asked if there was any point in 
continuing to attend the annual 
meeting, given that the C24 had at 
best clearly lost its way, he said he and 
his colleagues regularly discussed the 
relevance and the beneÞ ts of going.

“At its simplest if we do not go it 
gives Argentina and its cronies a free 
run, and that is not to be encouraged. 
Whilst tangible successes over the 
last several years are hard to identify, 
there is an importance to engaging 
with C24 countries outside the formal 
meeting to make sure they understand 
the issues from our perspective and 
garner support where we can,” said 
MLA Summers. He added, “A number 
of African, PaciÞ c and Caribbean 
countries are sympathetic to our cause 
and are supporters of the right to self 
determination. It is important that we 
retain contact with these countries at 
all levels.”

C24 has failed in its duty 
says MLA Summers

Falkland Islands Legislative 
Assembly Member Mike Summers
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C24

•The very clear result of 
the referendum, which was 

independently observed and 
conducted to the highest 

international standards, should 
provide the lead to C24 members 
in assisting the Government and 
people of the Falkland Islands to 
freely determine their political 

futureŽ.

M LA Sharon Halford reminded 
the Committee that under 

the auspices of the United Nations 
General Assembly, Resolution 1514 
(XV) of 1960, people from Non-Self-
Governing Territories can exercise 
self-determination and reach full 
measure of Self Government either 
by Free Association, by Integration 
or by becoming Independent and that 
the UNGA Resolution 2625 (XXV) of 
1970 offered a fourth option as an 
outcome of a people’s exercise of 
right of self-determination; “any other 
political status freely determined by a 
people”.

 “With this in mind the people of the 
Falkland Islands exercised their right 
to self determination in March this 
year when a referendum was held to 
seek the views of the people as to the 
way forward.  

“This referendum was proposed 
and organised by the Falkland Islands 
Government, not the United Kingdom. 
The United Kingdom was prepared 
to accept the outcome, whatever 
that was, unlike the Government of 
Argentina which continues to refuse 
to recognise our basic human rights,” 
said MLA Halford.

The wishes of Islanders had been 
clearly expressed. “ I hope that the 
Islanders have spoken loudly enough 
for people to hear them around the 
world.  I do however realise that 
people will only hear our message 
if they are prepared to listen and 
on this occasion I would hope that 
the members of this Committee are 
prepared to listen and take note,” said 
MLA Halford.

She noted that unfortunately the 
Government of Argentina had not 
appeared to have moved on or made 
progress since she had Þ rst spoken 
within the C24, adding that on the 
contrary it appeared to have taken 
retrograde steps. 

“Argentina continues to spread 
misinformation worldwide; an 
example of this being the call for 
other countries to support their right to 
negotiations over the sovereignty of 
the Falkland Islands.  Since Argentina 
amended its constitution in 1994 in 
which it states that the Falklands are 
Argentine, the scope for negotiations 
have been severely limited as the 
Government of Argentina can, and 
will, only accept one outcome – that 
the Falklands are Argentinean.  This 
is not the basis for negotiation, when 
one party has already predetermined 
the outcome.”  

MLA Halford said that Argentine 
Foreign Minister Hector Timerman 
insisted that the UK complied with 
non-binding UN resolutions on 
negotiations over the Falklands, 
yet continued to ignore the fact that 
Argentina had rejected two binding 
UN Security Council Resolutions in 
1982 which called for the cessation 
of hostilities and the withdrawal of 
Argentine armed forces from her 
homeland.  

“Repeated  calls for  the UK to adhere 
to UN resolutions that were in place 
prior to Argentina’s illegal invasion of 
the Falkland Islands do not take into 
account the impact that this action 

has had on the sovereignty issue – an 
impact sadly measured by the great 
human cost to both Argentina  and the 
United Kingdom,” she said. 

“The Þ gures in our most recent 
census in 2012 show that our 
population is not one implanted by 
Great Britain, as the Government 
of Argentina continues to claim, 
but instead our inhabitants have 
arrived from as many as 57 different 
countries with some of the largest 
concentrations being from St Helena, 
Chile, Argentina, the Philippines, 
Germany, Russia, and New Zealand.  

“Interestingly over half of our 
population consider themselves 
Falkland Islanders Þ rst and British 
second, which strongly suggests that 
we have our own unique identity and 
way of life; we are a people in our own 
right and should be recognised as 
such,” stressed MLA Halford.

Explaining the current situation in 
the Falklands she said the Islands 
economy continued to develop and 
unique society despite the actions 
of an “aggressive neighbour,” which 
included Argentina’s continued efforts 
to disrupt the way of life, such as 
the Presidential Decree 256 which 
sought to severely restrict legitimate 
economic activity and shipping in 
Falklands waters.  

“However, we are an island 
population and as such thrive on 
such challenges - where there is a will 
there is always a way and we have 
repeatedly shown that we certainly 
have the will,” she said.

 MLA Halford also extended an 
invitation on behalf of the Falkland 
Islands Government for Members of 
the Committee to visit the Falklands, 
“to meet our people and listen to the 
views and wishes of the people.” 

Falkland Islands Legislative 
Assembly Member Sharon Halford

Islanders have exercised 
right to self-determination

The Falkland Islands Government has extended an invitation to the C24 to visit 
the Falklands on no less than seven occasions with the most notable being in 
2011 when the chairman was asked to travel to the Islands to balance his recent 
visit to Argentina. 

C24 Chairman Donatus Keith St Aimee (St. Lucia) was quoted as saying of 
his visit to Argentina :•the visit is important because it helps to collect the 
most information possible, to have an idea of the feelings and it all helps for a 
better understanding and action at the (UN) Committee. I can read hundreds of 
documents and resolutions, but nothing equals contact with reality.Ž

A letter from the Falklands government said that as Ambassador St Aimee had 
visited the territory of Argentina which claimed to be a� ected by the Falkland 
Islands Question, he should also now visit the territory that is actually a� ected, 
namely the Falkland Islands. It was also requested that the letter be circulated as 
a document of the General Assembly under agenda item 45.

The invitations have never been acknowledged a Gilbert House spokesperson 
con� rmed.

Falklands invitations to C24 not acknowledged
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News 

Despite repeated attacks on 
Britain and the right of Falkland 

Islanders to remain British, Argentina 
receives substantial loans from the 
World Bank, an organisation in which 
Britain is a major shareholder. But the 
Government does not use our votes 
to oppose those loans.

The Government has told 
Parliament that, as of March 2012, 
total outstanding loans to Argentina 
from the World Bank were $16.2 
billion. That means Britain’s share of 
the outstanding loans is over £200 
million, based on our shareholding 
in the two World Bank institutions 
lending to the country.

The Obama Administration in the 
United States has already announced 
a policy of voting no to any new loans 
thanks to Argentina’s failure to respect 
its obligations to earlier lenders. We 
call upon the British Government to 
- at the very least - support that and 
vote against any new World Bank 
loans to Argentina.

The petition set up by Mathew Sin-
clair received 10,531 signatures in 
support and prompted the following 
response from the International De-
velopment Dept:

“In February 2013, the Secretary of 
State for International Development, 
Justine Greening, conÞ rmed in an 
answer to a House of Commons 
Written Parliamentary Question that 
she has instructed her representatives 
at the Inter-American Development 
Bank and World Bank to vote against 
all new proposals for Þ nancial support 
to the Government of the Republic 
of Argentina presented by these 
institutions, while reserving the 
right to support proposals that can 
demonstrate exceptional beneÞ ts to 
the poorest people of Argentina. 

“These are the only Multilateral 
Development Banks (MDBs), in which 

the UK is a shareholder, from which 
the Government of Argentina borrows

“She has also made public that this 
is because in her view, the UK must 
ensure that the scarce resources of 
the MDBs are used as effectively as 
possible to foster development and 
economic growth. In light of recent 
actions by the Argentine government 
she is no longer conÞ dent that further 
investments in Argentina would be 
consistent with these objectives. The 
actions include the failure to comply 
with the World Bank’s International 
Centre for Settlement of Investment 
Disputes rulings; failure to agree to 
standard IMF Article IV surveillance 
since 2006; and the recent IMF 
censure, the Þ rst of its kind, as a 
result of continued failure to remedy 
breach of data obligations under the 
IMF Articles of Agreement, seriously 
undermining our ability to properly 
assess proposed future loans by 
the MDBs. She has also advised 
that this position will be kept under 
review, subject to the future actions 
of the Government of the Republic of 
Argentina and its compliance with its 
international obligations.” 

Justine Greening

Stop British taxpayers’ money supporting World 
Bank loans to Argentina say 10,531 petitioners
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News 

The remarkable transformation 
of the Falkland Islands into the 

democratic, prosperous, hardworking 
community of today was applauded 
by hundreds of supporters gathered 
in London for the Falkland Islands 
Government’s  annual reception at 
Lincoln’s Inn to mark the liberation of 
the Islands from Argentine invasion 
and occupation in 1982.

They were delighted and impressed 
by the positive, dynamic, hard-working  
community described by one of its 
Legislative Assembly members, Dick 
Sawle, in an upbeat assessment of the 
way it is overcoming the challenges 
of building a new oil industry, 
safeguarding and strengthening 
its democratic principles and its 
relationship with the United Kingdom, 
and challenging Argentina’s rejection 
of Falklands’ democratic rights. 

These rights were overwhelmingly 
reafÞ rmed by the nationwide Falklands 
referendum earlier this year.  “This”, Mr 
Sawle declared, “was the exercise of 
self-determination, and the result was 
incontrovertible proof of our desire to 
remain British …an Overseas Territory 
of the United Kingdom with our own 
democratically-elected Government, 
our own rights under a modern 
Constitution that reß ects the modern 
day relationship between the United 
Kingdom and the Falkland Islands…a 
relationship that is not based on old 
colonial principles, but one based on 
mutual respect and forward- thinking 
democratic ideals.”

Worldwide campaign to accept 
Referendum

This message, since the 
Referendum, has been taken far 
and wide by legislators and young 
Islanders to governments in South 
America, Central America, the USA, 
Canada, the Caribbean and Europe, 

as well as the United Nations.
MLA Sawle said it is hard to 

disagree with this message, which has 
forced many people to rethink their 
standard lines and realise that this 
is not a dispute between Britain and 
Argentina but a fundamental dispute 
over the rights of the Falkland Island 
people to choose their own system of 
government. 

“Argentina has yet to respect those 
rights to self-determination. We will 
continue with our task of getting our 
voices heard. We hope that this will 
help us to counter  claims by Argentina 
that our referendum was ‘illegal’ and 
that we have no rights. We hope that 
this will ensure that those countries 
that either support Argentina or 
maintain a neutral position will at least 
be in no doubt that we have exercised 
out right to self-determination and 
clearly expressed out wishes.”

MLA Sawle praised “excellent” 
research by two British academics, 
Peter Pepper and Graham Pascoe, 
which has “effectively disproved the 
myth” that an Argentine population 
was expelled from the Islands by the 
British in 1833.

Rex Hunt and Lady Thatcher 
fought for freedom  

Mr Sawle paid tribute to former 
Governor, Sir Rex Hunt, and Lady 
Thatcher, both of whom have died 
since last year’s reception.   Sir Rex 
Hunt, whose “cheerful smiling face 
underneath the plume of feathers” 
(of his Governor’s hat) was an image 
he would always remember, was 
“an iconic Þ gure whose stoic attitude 
before the invaders is an attitude 
that is still reß ected, admired and 
respected in our society”.

Lady Thatcher, or “Lady T” as she 
will always be known in the Falkland 
Islands, “was, like Sir Rex, one of our 

heroes and will never be forgotten. 
Her tenacity, strength and clarity of 
purpose and force of will saved us 
from becoming an expelled population 
with a country drained of wealth, 
people and hope….

“The fundamental freedoms we Þ ght 
for and seek support for today are 
what Lady T, Sir Rex, and the veterans 
fought for. I know full well that all of you 
and all of our supporters will join with 
us in ensuring that those freedoms 
continue into the future”. 

    MLA Sawle thanked all the Islands’ 
supporters, among whom he listed the 
Falkland Islands Association, the All-
Party Parliamentary Group, Falklands 
Conservation, the UK Falkland Islands 
Trust and Shackleton Scholarship 
Fund, the Falkland Families 
Association, the South Atlantic Medal 
Association, the Falklands Veterans’ 
Association, Falkland Islands 
Philatelic Study Group, the Falkland 
Islands Memorial Chapel Trust and the 
newly-formed Friends of the Museum 
and Archives. Many members of 
these organisations were among the 
audience.

 Oil Resource Challenge
   MLA Sawle said the Islands are 

a place all held dear for “the strong 
sense of community, a strength of 
purpose born from living with an 
aggressive neighbour … a strong yet 
small country deÞ ned by democracy 
and Þ rm moral principles.”  

It is, he said, a place of fascination 
for its clear blue skies and abundant 
wildlife and its constantly changing 
economy and society.  

The greatest challenge over the 
past year had been oil exploration 
and the changes this new resource 
brings. Many private companies have 
taken up the challenge, trained a 
skilled workforce, found Þ nance and 
partnerships, made investments, and 
worked hard. 

He voiced gratitude to the Falklands 
government and civil servants who 
had worked long and hard to meet the 
country’s requirements including port 
infrastructure, telecommunications, 
housing, budgeting, updating laws, 
construction, media work and myriads 
of other things. 

HM Queen’s Warmest Wishes 
Mr Sawle’s comprehensive progress 

report was enthusiastically applauded 
as was an exchange of messages with 
Her Majesty the Queen read out by 
former Governor and Chairman of the 
Falkland Islands Association, Mr Alan 
Huckle.  In reply to a loyal greeting 
marking the anniversary of liberation 
and HM the Queen’s 60th anniversary 
of reign, she sent warmest wishes 
to the Falkland Islands and their 
supporters. 

Mr Huckle pointed out that as he 
spoke the Falklands ß ag was ß ying 
in Parliament Square along with the 
ß ags of the other British Overseas 
Territories.       Harold Briley, London.  

Falklands asserts 
democratic rights

Sarah Jones, Harold Briley and Mr and Mrs Ewen Southby Taylor 
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THE potential impact of a hydrocar-
bons industry was the subject em-
ployed by His Excellency the Gover-
nor Nigel Haywood to open his annual 
address to the  Falkland Islands Leg-
islative Assembly on June 4, 2013.

“Successful drilling campaigns over 
the last three years have proved that 
oil companies can work with remote 
re-supply,” said Mr Haywood. He add-
ed, “Nor have South American politics 
restricted their activities here.”

He expressed the Islands’ Govern-
ment’s gratitude  for the “unequivocal 
support” from the UK Government, 
“for the right of the Falkland Islands 
Government to license offshore ex-
ploration,” saying exploitation of natu-
ral resources was a fundamental right 
under the Falklands Constitution. 

He added: “Serious multinational oil 
industry players from the UK, Europe 
and the US have interests in the Falk-
land Islands, which are judged to be 
a good place to do business. Unfortu-
nately, Argentine pressures are main-
ly affecting business opportunities for 
South American companies who are 
unable to take advantage of the new 
logistical opportunities that a success-
ful oil industry will provide.”

Mr Haywood noted that the impact 
that hydrocarbons might have on the 
Islands was of paramount importance 
to all in the Falklands: “The abun-
dance of wildlife, the pristine nature of 
the Islands and the way of life of the 
Islanders must all be considered.”

He emphasised that the develop-
ment of the oil industry, “must be, and 
will be,” carefully planned. He said 
the Falklands was  migrating from oil 
exploration to oil extraction and sig-
niÞ cant progress had already been 
made. Relevant legislation had been 
reviewed, said Mr Haywood,  “and 
new and amended legislation is in 
the pipeline. Planning in all areas is 
progressing well and specialists have 
been commissioned to guide us in 
the process. Several reviews have al-
ready been completed and consulta-
tion is underway in several areas.”

He said an Infrastructure Develop-

ment Plan was being drafted which 
identiÞ es more than 30 key policy de-
cisions that will need to be taken to 
enable and support hydrocarbon de-
velopments, whilst ensuring that the 
developments are appropriate for the 
Islands. 

The Government is working with the 
private sector to deÞ ne policies that 
will encourage and maximise opportu-
nities for local businesses to work with 
the oil industry, said Mr Haywood. 

He added: “The prospect of oil pro-
vides a real opportunity to boost the 
economic prosperity of the Islands. 
However, the future of the Islands is 
by no means dependent on oil.”

Mr Haywood referred to the Islands’ 
proÞ le being raised by the March ref-
erendum, and drew attention to the 
turnout of 92 per cent of voters who, 
“exercised their democratic right and 
99.8 per cent of them voted to remain 
a British overseas territory. A clear 
and unequivocal message has been 
sent to the international community in 
general and our neighbours in particu-
lar.”

The referendum process, from in-
ception to Þ nal count, was scrutinised 
by 12 international observers from 
eight countries, including some from 
South America, said Mr Haywood. 
“The observers conÞ rmed that the ref-
erendum was open and fair and was 
conducted to the highest international 
standards; a reß ection of the hard 
work put in by all those involved.”

On the subject of farming he ac-
knowledged “continued optimism” in 
the rural sector despite recent reduc-
tions in wool and meat prices. Invest-
ment on farms continued and the De-
partment of Agriculture had continued 
to work with farmers to achieve a bal-
ance between meat and wool income, 
he said, adding,  “FIMCo has more 
than achieved its targets for meat 
production and sales. The returns to 
farmers from meat production provide 
encouragement to continue the devel-
opment of the meat side of their busi-
nesses and to diversify.”

He described tourism as an increas-

ingly important part of the economy of 
the Falklands, “and will still be here 
long after the oil is gone.”

The Government facilitated the de-
velopment of a Tourism Strategy, said 
Mr Haywood, aimed at increasing the 
number of tourists and transforming 
the tourism industry.

A key thrust of the Strategy is to 
increase the number of land-based 
tourists,” he noted. “To achieve the 
aims of the Strategy, the necessary 
infrastructure, quality tourism product 
and appropriate transport links need 
to be in place.” He spoke of the rede-
velopment of the public jetty, the relo-
cation of the Museum and the poten-
tial for additional air links and increase 
in accommodation capacity.

The current Þ nancial year is once 
again looking healthy for Þ shery Þ -
nances he said. “The second Loligo 
season in 2012 continued the good 
results of the Þ rst season with catches 
for the year reaching 70,900 tonnes. 
This is the highest catch since 1995.”

 In contrast to many other parts of 
the world, the Falkland Islands econo-
my is booming and another signiÞ cant 
Government surplus was evident last 
year, he noted.

This was partly due to additional 
Government revenues from the hy-
drocarbons industry but was also the 
result of an excellent year for the Þ sh-
ing industry. 

He added: “Whilst the Islands are 
not immune to the problems of the 
world economy, the Government has 
substantial reserves that are invested 
wisely and prudently.”

Mr Haywood said: “The challenges 
we face also include dealing with con-
tinued attempts by the Government of 
Argentina to impede certain sectors of 
our economy. However, we are conÞ -
dent that these attempts will continue 
to fail and we have the full backing of 
the UK Government and international 
law. Such attempts are inconvenient 
and frustrating but our focus must re-
main on our own objectives and we 
should not be diverted by baseless at-
tempts to derail us.”

Development of oil industry must 
be and will be carefully planned

Falklands economy key points from HE The Governor’s annual address to the nation
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Fisheries

Georgia Seafood is sponsoring pi-
oneering research into the repro-

ductive behaviour of the Patagonian 
ToothÞ sh in South Georgia. 

Director of Georgia Seafood Stuart 
Wallace explained that in a market 
that demands sustainability it is impor-
tant to the company that they support 
the science underpinning that aim. 

With this in mind he approached Dr 
Paul Brickle of the South Atlantic Envi-
ronmental Research Institute (SAERI) 
to identify a knowledge gap they could 
assist in, which in turn has created an 
exciting opportunity through Aber-
deen University for a PhD student to 
research the reproductive conditions 
and cycle of the elusive Þ sh. 

The research is important as there 
is little known about the reproductive 
behaviour of ToothÞ sh: “the dynamics 
of spawning Þ sh haven’t been looked 
at since the 80s,” said Dr Brickle.

This is a crucial stage in the life cy-
cle of the highly valued ToothÞ sh and 
a lot is still unknown. It is clear the 
ocean environment is a causative fac-
tor, with some Þ sh choosing to reab-
sorb their eggs should the conditions 
not be optimum for spawn survival. 

“This reabsorbing wastes the ener-
gy of the Þ sh,” said Dr Brickle, adding 
that the number of eggs spawned, and 
the survival rate of those spawned, af-
fect the recruitment of young coming 

into the cycle. 
If more is known of what makes 

ideal breeding conditions, better pre-
dictions on Þ sh stock and young, 
progressing as recruits to the repro-
ductive cycle could be made said Dr 
Brickle.

The research will beneÞ t science 
and ultimately give the industry a bet-
ter understanding into the handling 
and monitoring of stock by provid-
ing insight into the core Þ shery of the 
region said Mr Wallace. A sentiment 
reinforced by Chief Executive and 
Director of Fisheries for the Govern-
ment of South Georgia and South 
Sandwich Islands, Martin Collins, who 
agreed the project would, “provide 
valuable data to assist in our manage-
ment of Patagonian toothÞ sh in South 
Georgia waters and help ensure the 
long-term sustainability of the Þ shery.”

The Georgia Seafood sponsorship 
will have excellent travel opportunities 
and the student will be collaborating 
with scientists from British Antarctic 
Survey (BAS), Centre for Environ-
ment, Fisheries & Aquaculture Sci-
ence (CEFAS), and SAERI for the pio-
neering research. The data collected 
will have worldwide signiÞ cance said 
Dr Brickle, who added that though the 
oceanography of the region is differ-
ent, the transferable information is 
valuable to our Þ shery too.

Dr Tara Marshall, Senior Lecturer 
at the School of Biological Sciences, 
University of Aberdeen said: “The re-
search questions posed by the pro-
ject are central to understanding why 
there are large ß uctuations in produc-
tivity of ToothÞ sh.

“Consequently the project will de-
liver biological and ecological knowl-
edge essential for developing ef-
fective strategies for sustainable 
management. Examining the links 
between the environment and repro-
duction are of particular interest given 
that the South Georgia ecosystem 
is characterised by highly variable 
oceanographic conditions.” 

Pioneering ToothÞ  sh research

Above: ToothÞ  sh picture 
University of Aberdeen
Top: South Georgia

The Shallow Marine Survey Group (SMSG) have produced a guide 
to Falklands marine life.

A lot of the content in the guide is new to science, said Dr Paul Brickle 
one of the guides authors. “Previously sponges were discovered by 
trawling from the surface, but many more species were found in caves 
and under rocks.”
With so many new species being discovered it was becoming difÞ cult 
to name them all and so local children were asked to help create 
common names for many of the discoveries.
Check out the group’s website smsg-falklands.org for more information 
about their activities and discoveries.

Marine Life of the Falklands
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News 

Record numbers have been pro-
cessed at the Sand Bay Abattoir 

during the export season with £2.6 
million paid to suppliers, local busi-
nesses and government.

However, Meat Company manager 
John Ferguson told farmers during 
their annual week of meetings in July 
that the Þ nancial loss of £526,000 
was higher than projected and was 
attributable to a number of factors.

The Euro crisis had seriously affect-
ed the market with sales prices down 
25-30 per cent and an unexpected 
11,000 mutton had been processed 
with little or no notice. 

Mutton are the hardest to process 
and result in a loss per head, there-
fore increasing the required govern-
ment subsidy.

Last year just £165,000 subsidy 
was required while the 2010/11 sea-
son had resulted in no subsidy at all 
being needed.

Of the £2.6 million £1,174,000 was 
paid to farmers, £765,000 to Stanley 

businesses and suppliers, £454,000 
to staff and £299,000 to Government.

A total of 57,771 sheep were pro-
cessed, 27,981 of which were new 
season or yearling lambs and Mr Fer-
guson paid tribute to the farmers for 
the overall quality of the animals. “You 
people are just getting better and bet-
ter at Þ nishing livestock,” he said.

North Arm farm manager Steven 
Dickson said the season had gone 
well for him with around 11,000 sheep, 
grossing more than £200,000 and to-
talling more than all of mainland West 
Falkland, sent to the abattoir.

The supply of beef however was 
not meeting demand with 30 ani-
mals per month needed to supply the 
shops alone. There was still a large 
amount of beef being imported said 
Mr Ferguson and he urged farmers 
to increase the mature cattle supply 
to meet emerging opportunities. De-
mand would increase over the next 
few years and there was no danger of 
over supply as any excess could be 
exported, he said.

While one farmer disputed the pric-
ing structure for beef, others said it 
was fair and a target was needed to 
improve standards.

Prime animals (18-36 months old) 
obtain a price of around £400 while 
one farmer had achieved the top price 
of £670 for a single animal. 

Meat Company racks up £2.6 
million for local business  

Dave Roberts at Farmers Week

South Atlantic Squid and Igueldo 
Fisheries Director Cheryl Rob-

erts, has received the Superior Taste 
Award for Marfrío’s Patagonian squid 
caught in the Falkland Islands.

The award was presented on April 
23 at the XXI edition of Seafood Fair 
in Brussels.

In their second year of entering for 
the awards, one of the most prestig-
ious internationally,  explained Mrs 
Roberts, Patagonian squid has man-
aged to improve its rating and move 
from one star to two stars.

Marfrío Chief Executive OfÞ cer Pe-
dro Otaegui, was chosen to receive 
the award for ß oured squid, produced 
by Marfrío from Patagonian squid, and 
in its Þ rst time entering also achieved 
the distinction of two stars. The  
breaded squid strips, (also awarded 
in 2012) paella and squid ring were 
raised by one Superior Taste star.

Mrs Roberts said Marfrío was once 
again the premier Galician and Span-
ish frozen Þ sh company honoured by 
the International Taste and Quality In-
stitute, whose taste recognition is the 
only one granted by opinion leaders, 
such as Michelin starred chefs and 
sommeliers.

She added: “This distinction helps 
to strengthen the loyalty of their cus-
tomers, who a few months ago and 
for the second consecutive year, have 
put their trust in the breaded squid 

strips, ß oured squid and delicious bat-
tered seafood rings, rewarding them 
with the seal Taste of the Year 2013 
Award, which reß ects the high quality 
standard of all the company’s prod-
ucts.

“With this professional recognition 
Marfrío gives added value to their 
products and sets them apart from 
their main competitors in an increas-
ingly globalized market.”

At this year’s fair Marfrío introduced 
for the Þ rst time their new breaded 
SwordÞ sh snacks. This is viewed as 
a top quality product presented in a 
handy format that allows the consum-
er to prepare easy, healthy and tasty 
dishes in less than 10 minutes. It will 
soon become part of Marfrío’s main 
product range. As in previous years, 
there were also samples of their main 
product range.

Superior tasting squid 

Cheryl Roberts accepts the award

Former director of Mineral 
Resources Phyllis Rendell 

(second from right) collected her 
MBE from Buckingham Palace in 
June. Mrs Rendell said: “It was 
an amazing day for all of us, but 
particularly due to the fact that 
the Queen made the awards. 
She looked so well and really 
appreciated good wishes being 
sent from the Falklands to Prince 
Philip.” 

Mrs Rendell is pictured with 
her husband Mike, son Nick and 
Nick’s partner Farrah Peck.  
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News

World Penguin Day was celebrated 
on April 25 and Sarah Crofts from 
Falklands Conservation explained 
why more research is desirable on 
the Magellanic penguin in the Falk-
lands.

THERE are an estimated one million 
breeding penguins in the Falklands. 
Every Þ ve years, Falklands Conserva-
tion conducts an Island wide census 
to determine their numbers providing 
long-term data on population trends– 
something that will be an invaluable 
tool in future climate change modelling. 

The Magellanic penguin species is, 
however, still lacking the simplest of 
baseline data. 

Its nest burrowing nature and wide-
spread distribution, as well as associ-
ated surveying costs, has stalled at-
tempts so far to collect accurate data.

At this time of year Magellanic and 
Rockhopper penguins migrate north for 
the winter on the Patagonian Shelf. A 
recent satellite tracking study of Rock-
hopper penguins by FC revealed they 
can travel up to 3,500 km in a winter 
trip and utilise ocean areas more than 
one million square kilometres. 

Tracking breeding penguins at differ-
ent colonies reveals that populations 
tend to have their own distinct foraging 
areas and prefer to keep to themselves, 
this way they do not all compete for the 
same food resources.  

There are some 84 Gentoo, 40 Rock-
hopper colonies and widespread loca-
tions of Magellanic penguins across 
the Falklands. 

We are only at the very beginning of 
understanding where they forage from 
each colony and how they interact or 
segregate themselves from other pen-
guin populations. 

Putting in place good baseline data, 
for penguins in particular, is one of the 
priorities highlighted by the Falkland 
Islands Hydrocarbon Gap Analysis Fo-
rum. 

Tracking penguins from key sites 
should highlight the main areas of pen-
guin overlap with oil licence areas and 
potential oil tanker routes once identi-
Þ ed. 

There is still a lot of information that 
needs to be gathered, like identifying 
which are the key sites to track pen-
guins from and which species and age 
groups are the most vulnerable to the 
main hydrocarbon areas. 

With limited resources and a short 
time before potential oil extraction is 
expected, understanding more about 
Falkland penguins has never been so 
pertinent. 

Falklands Conservation, along-
side other Falkland Islands-based re-
searchers will have the chance to dis-
cuss some of these topical issues at 
the next International Penguin Confer-
ence which will be held in Bristol, UK 
this September. 

F A L K L A N D S 
C o n s e r v a t i o n 
has launched a 
new appeal to 
fund an Environ-
mental Educa-
tion Centre in the 
heart of Stanley, 
with a target of 
£100,000.

Falklands Conservation operates its 
ofÞ ce and shop from 41- 42 Jubilee 
Villas on Ross Road and has gained 
planning permission to replace the 
sheds at the rear of the buildings with 
a purpose-built Environmental Educa-
tion Centre. 

This will provide a permanent home 
for the Watch Group. The Group, for 
children aged 8-15, aims to educate 
and enthuse young people about the 
wildlife and environment of the Falk-
lands. 

The Group was founded in 1999 
and is supported by Standard Char-
tered Bank. They earned recognition 
this year by being voted runners-up in 
the RSPB’s Club of the Year Competi-

tion. 
As well as provid-

ing a central facility 
for the Watch Group, 
the new Centre will 
also be available to 
the local community 
at large for talks and 
environmental edu-
cational activities. 

Over the next few years the Falklands 
will see a wide range of changes due 
to commercial development and the 
purpose built centre will provide a 
location for activities aimed at stimu-
lating sustainable and environmental 
awareness.        

James Fenton, CEO of Falklands 
Conservation, said: “All individuals 
and members of the business com-
munity are invited to help create a 
legacy for the Falkland Islands’ youth 
by engaging with this exciting new op-
portunity.  We will be circulating an ap-
peal leaß et, which can also be found 
on our website: www.falklandsconser-
vation.com.”

Magellanic penguins                                Picture M Reeves

More Magellanic data needed

Appeal for education centre

James Fenton completed his two 
year term as Chief Executive 

OfÞ cer of Falklands Conservation in 
July and Dr David Doxford has taken 
up the post.
Mr Doxford (right) has a wide 
ranging background in practical 
conservation,national parks, 
education and conservation policy. 
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Sulivan Shipping

Based in Stanley, Sulivan Shipping Services 
Ltd has been providing services to their 
maritime clients since the late 1980s, 
providing fast and efÞ cient vessel support in 
the South Atlantic. Services provided include 
port agency to cruise ship vessels, Þ shing 
vessels and transport vessel owners. Activities 
also undertaken include a variety of shore 

excursions for cruise ship passengers, as well as the company 
being involved in a joint venture running the port security 
operation and the ground handling services for LAN.

Sulivan Shipping Services also supports the Þ shing and 
tourism industries in the Falkland Islands and South 
Georgia and is currently agent for approximately 94% of 
cruise ships visiting the Islands. 

Vessels range from the larger cruise ships (2,500+ 
passengers) to the specialist expedition ships that 
spend several days in the Falkland Islands. Port 
Agency and Shore Excursions have been provided 
for many of the world’s most prominent cruise lines by 
a small team with a wealth of experience  renowned for 
providing a premier service. 

Sulivan Shipping representatives attend the Cruise 
Shipping Miami Conference and are members of IAATO.  
Attending these meetings annually provides an opportunity to 
meet with existing and future clients, to keep up to date with the 
cruise industry and maintain key contacts.   

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrs.ss.s.s.s.s.s.s.ssssss.sss.ss.s. AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAActctcctcctctctcctctctcctctcctctcccccttctiiivvivivivvvivivvivvivivvvvii itititititititittititiititttieieieieiieieieieeieieieeeeeeieieeeeeessssssssssssssss
ofofofofofofffofofofoffofofofoffffofofffoffoffofooffffoffffof sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssshohohohohohohohohohohhohohohohohohohhhohohhohhooh rerererererererererererererereeeeerere 
cococococoocococococococococococoocoocompmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmpmmpmpmpmmmpmmpananananananananananananananaanaanaanannaaannnanaaaaa yy y y yy y yyy y yyyyy y yyyyyy
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facebook.com/facebook.com/
sulivanshippingsulivanshipping

http://www.sulivanshipping.comhttp://www.sulivanshipping.com

•  Port Agency
•  Shore Excursion Provider
•  Passenger turnarounds/Crew changes
•  Falklands Military Travel Agents 
  (MP Travel)
•  Aviation Ground Handling Agents 
  (LAN)
•  Airport and Maritime Security 
•  Secure warehousing
•  Baggage/cargo handling
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Sport

Laura Minto                        Kyle Biggs and Wayne Clement      Bill Chater                   Sophie Pompert Robertson

Team Falklands in Bermuda
A bronze medal in football, silver 

certiÞ cates in the golf team and 
individual events, a Falklands National 
Record in the pool,  a host of swimming 
personal bests, and two signiÞ cant 
victories for young badminton players 
were the main highlights for the 
Falklands team which travelled all the 
way to Bermuda to participate in the 
15th NatWest Island Games. 

It was as long ago as the Games of 
Guernsey in 2003 when the Falklands 
won its last medal, a silver, through 
Graham Didlick (Pistol). This time it 
was the football team taking a bronze 
following a superb 6-0 victory over 
the Norwegian Island of Froya (pop. 
6,000). Martyn Clarke, the Chilean 
Andreas Balladeros, Doug Clark, two 
from the Georgian Zaza Elbakidze 
and 16 year old Scott Thain were 
the goal scorers.  It was a ‘fairytale’ 
scenario for the youngster who had 
come as a late substitute, was felled 
in the penalty area, got up to take the 
spot-kick and then smashed home 
the rebound after his Þ rst attempt was 
saved.

The football team had earlier 
beaten Froya 2-1 (W. Clement & R. 
Sotomayor) to win the coveted ‘Small 
Islands Cup’ which is competed for 
by Islands with populations of under 
10,000.

The Bermuda golf course proved to 
be challenging in the extreme with only 
two scores of par recorded throughout 
the four days of competition. The 
Falklands team of Glenn Ross (344), 
Ian Stewart (356) and Roy Smith (379) 
played consistently well throughout 
and Þ nished with an aggregate of 
1079 and 12th place. This gave them 
the Small Islands ‘Silver CertiÞ cate’ 
behind Alderney (1052) and ahead 
of St. Helena (1189).  The team 
captain Glenn Ross also secured the 
individual ‘Silver CertiÞ cate’ behind 
Alderney’s Peter Cunningham.

Sorrell Pompert-Robertson went 
to the Isle of Wight Games of 2011 
to gain experience. 2 years later 

in Bermuda she fully exploited her 
potential by breaking Claire Kilmartin’s 
50m breaststroke Falklands National 
Record of 41.77 with a time of 40.13 
secs.  Her performance earned her 
the Vice-Presidents ‘Performance of 
Merit’ medal. Sorrell bettered all her 
own personal bests (PBs.) and was 
just .55 from breaking Claire’s 100m 
freestyle record. 

All the Falklands young swimmers 
performed remarkably well in the 
magniÞ cent outdoor pool and Emily 
Barker was just fractions of a second 
from establishing a Falklands record 
in the 50m backstroke. Kirsty McLeod 
and Sophie Pomfert-Robertson 
recorded PBs while Daniel Clarke 
took a whopping 15 seconds of his PB 
in the 100m Freestyle.

The Badminton team performed 
better than in any previous Island 
Games and the highlights were the 
singles victories of Laura Minto and 
15 year old Anastasia Markina. In the 
most difÞ cult team event Laura pulled 
of a shock 21-16, 21-13 win over 
Sophie Baggott (Isle of Wight). This 
is believed to have been the Þ rst ever 
singles victory for a Falklands lady 
player since the Falklands Þ rst entered 
the Island Games in 1993. As chance 
would have it, the young Russian born 
girl was drawn against the same IOW 
player in the Open singles event and 
Anastasia triumphed by 21-18, 21-16 
before losing in round two against Ji Li 
of the Isle of Man, but battled bravely 
before going down 9-21, 7-21.

Doug Clark and Anna Luxton 
enjoyed a victory in the team event 
beating Taylor/Dye of the IOW by 
21-10, 21-19 in the mixed doubles, 
while youngsters Louise Williams and 
Ross Stewart played impressively 
throughout.

It was exciting to see no less than 
four runners on the track and 15 year 
old Hazel Fowmes ran a PB of 15.03 
in the 100m and recorded an excellent 
time of 31.92 in the 200m. With several 
runners pulling out through injury, 

young Kate Stenning found herself 
elevated to the Þ nal of the 400m and 
despite her obvious trepidation in front 
of a large crowd she ran brilliantly to 
record an excellent time of 1.08.8.  

Bill Chater entered three track 
events and also found the time and 
energy to appear as a substitute in 
the football play-off. He ‘warmed-up’ 
in the 800m, then Þ nished 11th of 14 
runners in the 5000m, but his crowning 
moment of glory came in the 1,500m 
where he broke the Falklands Games 
record with a time of 4.43.90. This 
bettered Boyd Watson’s best of 5.05. 
set in Jersey in 1997. The packed 
main stand roared their approval as 
Bill sprinted past Rune Lossius of 
Hitra to secure 12th place. Rex Eagle 
however, suffered from the extreme 
heat and humidity and was unable to 
Þ nish the gruelling Half-Marathon. 10 
others similarly pulled out. 

With considerable problems in taking 
weapons to Bermuda the Falklands 
shooting team performed well despite 
having to borrow in order to compete 
is some events. Bono McKay Þ nished 
8th in the ABT individual with a score 
of 82.

Mike Summers, Chairman of 
FIOGA, paid tribute to the many 
sponsors whose generosity enabled 
the Falklands to send their largest 
team to an Island Games.

The Falklands competitors enjoyed 
remarkable support from the 
enthusiastic group of supporters and 
families who made the long journey 
to the small North Atlantic island, 
but all responded magniÞ cently and 
were excellent ambassadors for the 
Falklands.

Back in the Islands viewers were 
able to watch regularly nightly 
highlights programmes transmitted 
by FITV and indeed showed more 
coverage of the Island Games than 
any other competing Island.

Patrick J Watts.
Head of Falklands Radio 

1977 – 1999
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Sport 

I slander Roy Shepherd took top 
prize at the tenth Falkland Islands 

Company Ltd (FIC) darts tournament 
at the Town Hall on May 11.  

There were 65 entries in the men’s 
competition. Defending champion 
Toot Ford was beaten by Paul ‘Fudge’ 
Smith in the Þ rst round; Fudge later 
received a “performance of the tour-
nament” award for his effort. 

The quarter Þ nal line up was Rich-
ard Bonner v Ally Bonner, Chris Lloyd 
v Geoff Greenough, Adrian Minnell 
v Roy Shepherd and Phil Kearney v 
Johnny Ford.  Richard, Geoff, Roy 
and Phil won through to the semi Þ -
nals. 

Both of these matches were very 
close games resulting in 3-2 victories 
for Richard and Roy.  

The ladies competition had 32 en-
tries and it was Candy Blackley who 
defeated last years winner Maggie 
Goss in the best of Þ ve leg Þ nal for 
the win.

FIC took over sponsorship of the 
tournament (previously the Johnnie 
Walker) in 2004 and it continues to be 
a 301 double in, double out format.

On June 29 Troy Bagley emerged 
victorious to win the Governor’s Cup 
darts tournament, and became the 
Þ rst St Helenian to do so.

 Natalie Smith said: “As usual there 
were a few ‘interesting’, that is, tough, 
games in the early rounds,”

“The quarter Þ nal line up was Paul 
Lewis v Ally Bonner, Toot Ford v Kevin 
Clapp, Jonny Ford v Troy Bagley and 

Steve John v Bobby Short. The best 
of Þ ve leg semi Þ nals were between 
Ali Bonner and Toot Ford (Toot won 
3-1) and Troy Bagley v Steve John 
(Troy won 3-0). Of these only bandit 
Troy was making his semi-Þ nal debut; 
Ally Bonner reached the semi Þ nals 
nine years ago and Steve John was 
second in the 2010 Governor’s Cup.”  

There were 43 competitors for the 
ladies Rose bowl competition. Mag-
gie Goss, Cherry Robson, Julie Ford, 
Cathy Jacobsen Snr, Ella Minnell, 
Lisa Jaffray, Jody Poole and Jackie 
Thomas made it through to the quar-
ter Þ nals. 

It was Cathy Jacobsen Snr who beat 
defending champion Jackie Thomas  
3-1 in the Þ nal. This was Cathy’s third 
Rose Bowl win.

The Mid Winter Swim 2013 raised more than 
£500, with exactly 100 swimmers signing up 
to test their courage against the icy waters of 
Surf Bay on Sunday, June 23. 

First prize for best costume was inventive 
yachts-woman Susana Hall who had 
painstakingly created skirt, top, head dress 
and jewellery from the kelp and shells she 
had collected from the beach that morning.  
A Roman Legion complete with slave made 
up of Royal Engineers and led by Mike 
Atkinson  claimed the prize for the best group 
costumes. Susana HallSwimmers make a sharp exit 

Shivering swimmers in winter waters

Roy Shepherd celebrates Candy Blackley with 
James Marsh of FIC

Cathy Jacobsen looks 
rosy with the Rose Bowl

Troy Bagley thanks 
his prize winning darts

Cup winning 
debuts from 

Roy and Troy

Sport 
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Sport

A rcher and the Islands Attorney 
General Mark Lewis brought 

home a gold medal, and Joanne Lazo 
won a bronze at the Guernsey Games 
in June

This was the Þ rst international 
competition for the Falkland Islands 
Archery Club since they were estab-
lished just 18 months previously, and 
a team of six, Jo Lazo, Javier Lazo, 
Mark Lewis, Justin McPhee, Jason 
Lewis and Stephanie Thain impressed 
the competition who described them 
as “dark horses” shooting with accu-
racy far beyond expectation.

On arrival in Guernsey the club were 
met by Steve Yates and Tony Drabble, 
coaches with Team GB experience 
who visited the team on the Shackle-
ton Scholarship scheme last year, to 
help them prepare for the competition.

Team Falklands’ training had clearly 
paid off as they won Team Recurve 
bronze on the Þ rst day of competition. 
Individually Falklands’ archers were 

Jay Moffatt headed north to take part in his fourth Welsh Two Day 
International Enduro in June, all the while hoping it was not go-

ing to be a repeat of last year’s atrocious conditions. 
Having taken delivery of his new bike, a 125cc KTM stroker, Jay 

said he was a little nervous of the characteristics of a two stroke 
compared to an easier-to-ride four stroke. He need not have wor-
ried and took off in a clatter of engine noise and burnt oil fumes. 

Leading the Þ eld on day one, it was not without dramas. In one of 
the tight forest sections he discovered he had no front brake. 

Tearing down the steep forest sections and tight switch-backs 
with no engine braking and only light purchase on the back brake, 
“was very hairy to say the least,” said Jay.

 The next check Þ xed the brake and he was on his way to Þ nish a 
very successful Þ rst day. 

On day two, a mix up with time penalties left Jay in a confused 
state as he screamed off creating a vortex of swirling burger car-
tons. True to the traditional British summer, the rain, which had 
started the previous afternoon and continued all evening, had ren-
dered the coarse a gloppy, slippery mess. With eyes wide shut and throttle pinned open he again completed the 
second day without penalties, while posting good times on the special tests. 

Jay Þ nished a very creditable second place in his class, an excellent result considering he had had no race season 
or beat-up and on a bike which required a completely different riding technique. Jay said: “Once again, a big thanks 
to ET James who stepped up to the mark in helping with pit stops, spares back-up and expert advice.”

scoring high and achieving their per-
sonal bests.

In the mixed pairs competition the 
following day Jason Lewis won Þ rst 
with his partner from Guernsey and 
Justin came in forth partnered with an 
archer from the Isle of Man.

Joanne Lazo went on to secure the 
Þ rst individual medal with a bronze in 
the ladies Hereford round. 

Showing they saved the best until 
last Mark Lewis took gold in the in-
door combined FITA on the last day of 
competition.

The Guernsey Games were a 
friendly tournament organised for 
archers that were unable to take part 
in this year’s NatWest Island Games, 
as Archery was not chosen as a sport 
by the host island of Bermuda. 

The Falklands team have made a lot 
of new friends and contacts over their 
week in Guernsey, and the impressed 
clubs said that they think the team will 
do very well at the next Island Games 

in Jersey, 2015. 
The Falklands team are new to the 

international competition arena, and 
have only been shooting together for 
18 months, but the more established 
and experienced teams competing 
alongside them were taken aback by 
the quality of their shooting. 

Club representatives from Sark and 
Guernsey admitted they expected 
novices but agreed the Falklands con-
tingent are a “very impressive” team 
and deÞ nitely “to be reckoned with.” 

Steve Yates said: “After I visited 
them in November I thought they had 
a chance but they’ve done really well.” 

He said that though the Guernsey 
tournament had fewer competitors 
than the usual number of entrants 
to an Island Games, the standard of 
competition was the same with top 
archers from member islands turning 
out.  “When the Jersey Island Games 
comes along in two years they’re well 
up there for a medal as well,” he said.

Jay Moffatt

Gold at Guernsey GamesGold at Guernsey Games
The Falkland Islands Archery Team                Justin McPhee lines up a shot

Mark receives his medal

Second place for Jay at Welsh Enduro



16

Falklands shearers Lee Molkenbuhr and Stefen 
Clarke secured top positions in an international 

shearing competition in the UK in July maintaining 
the Islands reputation of being able to produce world 
standard shearers from a very small population.

 Top shearers from across the world competed at the 
annual Lakeland Shears International Sheep Shearing 
Championships, held at Cockermouth in Cumbria.

Farmer and shearing contractor Lee and contract 
shearer Stefen joined forces and convincingly claimed 
second place in the team shear just behind the Scottish 
team and beating New Zealand, England and Wales.

The on-form Stefen who might not be as experienced 
as Lee but has youth on his side, also sheared his way 
to second place in the Senior Final Þ nishing up just one 
point behind Scot Wilson shearing for Scotland and 
ahead of Jon Roberts from England.

Stefen (22) who learned to shear in his early teens 
took up shearing as a profession in 2009 when he 
joined Lee’s Falklands contract gang.

During the winter months he travels overseas to 
shear and can also be found hopping horses over fenc-
es English-style, a new skill he has mastered to replace 
his Falklands summer Þ x of horse racing.

During the 2012/13 Falklands shearing season Ste-
fen won the Rose Bar Speed Shear against Evan Jones 
who currently holds both Falklands shearing records 
(370 wethers and 461 ewes). Stefen went on to shear 
his personal best of 360 at Teal Inlet on January 31 and 
just a week later knocked out 408 at Port Howard.

Johnson Harbour farmer Lee fought his way to Þ fth 
place in the Lakeland Open Final with top New Zealand 
shearers such as Roly Smith and David Fagan (who 
has won the NZ Golden Shears a record 16 times and 
set 10 world records making him the most successful 
competition sheep shearer) and Adam Berry from the 
UK taking top spots.
Right: A smiling Stefen makes shearing look easy 

Top spots for Falklands shearers
Sport/social

A gaily decorated hall with tables 
piled with good Falklands-style 

food welcomed those lucky enough 
to obtain tickets for the annual Winter 
Ball in the FIDF Hall on Saturday.

Martine Gordon, daughter of Tan-
ya Clarke and Robbie Gordon, was 
crowned Belle of the Ball by popular 
vote on the night. Christopher Sten-
ning, son of Anna and Tim Stenning, 
was selected by judges as the Best 
Young Man. Christopher showed a 
lively talent for dancing and was rarely 
off the ß oor for the entire evening.

 The Þ rst Winter Ball was held in 
2005 when Helen McKay and her 
friends expressed a wish to wear their 
May Ball gowns again before going off 
to college. The traditional theme for 
the ball stemmed from Helen’s love of 
dancing and music. Sadly, Helen died 
in a road trafÞ c accident the following 
year and her friends and family have 
held the ball annually in her memory.  

Helen’s mum Jeannie developed the 
idea into the very popular ball based on 
the family style supper dance of years 
gone by where parents and young 
adults can enjoy an evening together.  

A warm welcome at the Winter Ball
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Social

I nfant and Junior School teacher Rainee 
Ambrose made a brave decision to have all 

her hair shaved off and raised £500 for cancer 
charities on the weekend of the Pink Run.

Rainee was at Hill Cove on West Falkland 
where after the walkers had all Þ nished their 
Þ ve kilometres they queued up in the Social 
Club where they all got to grab a handful of her 
mid-length hair and cut it off, before Shelley 
Nightingale set to and Þ nished the job properly. 

 Her Year 3 pupils were unaware of the 
hair transformation until they saw her back at 
school. Luna said she was, “really shocked,” 
Chenille commented it was, “really strange to 
see. I’ve never seen a girl with that kind of hair 
before.”

Michaela crowned Queen of the ball
M ichaela Clifford was the 

happy young lady to be 
crowned May Queen at this year’s 
glamorous fundraising  event 
organised by the 1st Falkland 
Islands Scout Group.
May Princess was Tiegan Curtis 
and in a quirky coincidence her 
dance partner Kieran Roberts was 
runner up to Prince Charming.
Adding to the unusualness of 
the night was the fact that Prince 
Charming himself, Wade Ford, had 
also been Michaela’s partner and 
both young men had made the 
effort to perfectly match their ties to 
the girls’ gowns.
Acting Governor Mrs Sandra 
Tyler-Haywood presented the 
immaculately turned out young 
people with crowns, sashes, 
bouquets and gift bags.
L-R: Wade, Michaela, Mrs Tyler-
Haywood, Tiegan and Kieran   

A lmost 200 runners and walkers 
took part in the Run Together 

– the ‘pink run’ in support of cancer 
charities this year with other groups 
dotted around the outlying settle-
ments also digging out their pink togs 
and stepping out Þ ve kilometres.

Fastest runner on the day was Tes-
lyn Barkman in just 23.45 minutes fol-
lowed by Emeka Nweje while at just 
eight years old Hamish McKee who 
shows real promise as an athlete 
completed the course in a staggering 
25.45 minutes.

£2,550 was raised from race reg-
istration and t-shirt sales. “This will 
go to Cancer Research UK,” said or-
ganiser Sally Ellis. The approximate 
£1,400 made from cake sales and 
the rafß e “will stay local with the Can-
cer Support and Awareness Trust.”

   Out in Camp, two people walked 
on Saunders Island, (£60 raised) 
eight at Goose Green (£230) nine at 
Fox Bay (£150) and fourteen at Hill 
Cove (£241). Boosting Pink funds

Back at school, teacher Rainee and her Year 3 pupils have fun getting used to her lack of hair

Pretty in pink the walkers get underway from the Community School
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Art 

Falkland House in London was the 
venue for a display of  ‘Grizelda’s 

Art’ by Falklands’ artist Grizelda Cock-
well, from May until September.

Grizelda lives for six months of the 
year in France and the rest in the Falk-
lands at West Falklands farm Chartres, 
with her partner Bill Luxton.

Twenty-six works were shown on 
May 2, at a reception to launch the ex-
hibition which comprised oil paintings, 
pastels and drawings all of scenes of 
the Falkland Islands. 

Mrs Cockwell said, “The light in 
the Islands is so beautiful, unpredict-
able and changeable, creating inÞ nite 
changes in whatever is in your vision.”
Left: Grizelda with some of her 
works at the  exhibition
Right: A portrait of her grandson

The Falkland Islands was the fo-
cus of an art exhibition at Parlia-

ment Buildings in Northern Ireland in 
July.

The artist, Louise Clarke, is half 
Falkland Islander, the daughter of 
Veronica Clarke (Nee May). Her Þ rst 
trip to the Islands to spend time with 
her Falklands family earlier this year 
provided the inspiration for the exhi-
bition. 

Entitled ‘Forces of Nature’, the ex-
hibition marked Armed Forces Week 
by showcasing wildlife in those         
areas where the British Armed Forc-
es serve, with a very special focus 
on the Falkland Islands. 

The exhibition was launched by 
MLA Brenda Hale at Parliament 
Buildings on June 24 and was attend-
ed by a number of special guests, in-

Grizelda in London

cluding the First Minister of Northern 
Ireland, the Rt Hon Peter Robinson. 
As well as showcasing Falkland wild-
life art, Louise gave a presentation 
about the Falkland Islands using pho-
tographs which she took on her trip. 

This was Louise’s Þ rst solo exhibi-
tion. She is an entirely self-taught art-
ist, passionate about wildlife and the 
natural world, and has been draw-
ing from a very early age. She works 
mainly in graphite and coloured pen-
cil. “The launch event was a great 
success, and I enjoyed being able to 
promote the Falklands in this way,” 
said Louise

Prints and originals of Louise’s work 
will be available in the Pink Shop in 
Stanley or for more information visit 
her website at www.louiseclarkeart.
co.uk

Forces of Falklands nature

Falklands artist Sonia Felton 
is adding to her collection of 

Falklands images with a wide range 
of subjects from land and seascapes 
to portraits of Falklands faces from 
the young to old.

Sonia is currently working on a 
series of pictures of some of the real 
old Falklands characters, sadly no 
longer with us, as a project for the 
newly opened Bittersweet coffee 
shop.

She says she prefers to work in 
pencil, but her talent with all mediums 
which she will use on any available 
surface from a sheet of hardboard 
to a piece of driftwood is a source 
of admiration among her Falklands 
followers.
Left: Sonia’s granddaughter 
Shannon in acrylic
Right: Harold Rowlands in pencil 

Sonia Felton preserves the face of the Falklands
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News

Gifts and a letter of congratulations 
from the Falklands were sent to 

the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
on the occasion of the safe arrival 
of their baby boy Prince George 
Alexander Louis. 

The gifts are a sheepskin naturally 
tanned at Hill Cove by Henry 
Boughton’s company Woolmore and 
a hand woven shawl produced at 
Darwin by Bonita Greenland using 
local yarn from Swan Inlet.

The Duchess gave birth at St Mary’s 
hospital at  4.24pm on July 22, with 
the baby boy weighing in at a hearty 
8lb 6ozs.

Her Royal Highness Queen 
Elizabeth II is reported to be delighted 
on the arrival of her great grandson 

who shares his name with her father, 
King George VI. 

George and Alexander were 
both bookmakers’ favourites, and 
the addition of Louis is thought to 
acknowledge Louis Mountbatten, 
uncle of Prince Philip and last viceroy 
of India, who was killed by the IRA in 
a bomb attack on his yacht.

Gifts with a distinctly Falklands 
ß avour have been sent on behalf of 
the Legislative Assembly and the 
people of the Falkland Islands to 
welcome the newest heir to the British 
throne. 

Fine wool producer Andrez Short 
of Swan Inlet said he was proud and 
honoured to have his product, Blacker 
Swan wool sent to the Royal couple 
and hoped that one day he would 
see the baby enjoying its warm but 
lightweight quality.

The wool used to create the shawl 
was from a hogget ß eece of between 
17-18 micron and is a shade called 
Pale Maiden (the Falklands national 
ß ower) explained Andrez, who had 
approached the Government some 
time ago to see what was being 
considered as a gift. He donated 
the wool and asked Bonita to do 
the weaving as she had previously 
created high quality items from the 
Þ bre and she kindly donated her time 
and skill to the project, he said. The 

wool is spun in the UK by Andrez’s joint 
partners and is available exclusively 
from the Capstan Gift Shop in Stanley 
or www.blackeryarns.co.uk. 

Andrez’s farm is located just a short 
distance from Mount Pleasant military 
base where Prince William was part of 
the Search and Rescue team  for six 
weeks in February and March 2012. 
“He would have ß own over our ß ock 
on a regular basis,” said Andrez. 

Natural Falklands gifts for the new Prince

A Falklands mother and son  have 
achieved a First Class each, in 

their recently completed Honours 
Degrees, both undertaken in the UK.

Joshua Peck has obtained 1st in a 
BA (Hons) International History with 
International Politics sponsored by 
the Falklands Islands Government, 
and his mum Carol Peck took a 1st in 
BSc (Hons) Human Nutrition, funded 
by the Commonwealth Scholarship 
Committee.

Joshua attended UWE Bristol and 
Carol, the University of Worcester.

Further great results achieved by 
Falklands overseas students include 
a 2:1 for Saul Zuvic in BA (Hons) 
Product Design including a Place-
ment Year, and another 2:1 for Ka-
ren Minto in BSc Sports Studies & 
Physical Education.

Roxanne King obtained a Distinc-
tion in a Foundation Degree in Busi-
ness Management at Newcastle 
College. Her mark of 74 per cent 
was the highest in her year.

Daniel Biggs, who already had an 
Honours Degree in Sports Science 
and a Masters in Sports Coaching, 
has now added to them with PGCE 
Physical Education SCITT, making 
him a fully qualiÞ ed PE teacher. Carol Peck with son Joshua

Education achievements
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From the 
Secretary’s Desk

by Colin Wright

News

Subscriptions

Back in the Spring issue I promised 
you a report on future subscription 

rates but no decision has yet been 
taken at the time of writing; however,  
I hope to have the new rates ready 
for approval at the Annual General 
Meeting in December. A big thank you 
to all those who have renewed their 
subscriptions this year - I don’t know 
if your ears have been burning (this is 
supposed to happen when someone 
is thinking about you!) but as I work 
through the lists of payments in our 
bank statement I often think about 
the person whose name is listed 
especially as I note the many years 
that the person has been supporting 
the Association.

 My task is, however, not easy 
as the banks do not always supply 
sufÞ cient information to help me 
identify the payee; Jones and Smith 
without initials can be a challenge 
and so far this year I have noted 
nine payments attributed to “Falkland 
Islands” mostly of £5 but one at £15 
so I have no way of allocating the 
payment to the member who made 
it. The bank making the payment 
is not identiÞ able and if it was they 
would not disclose information about 
a customer so you will not know if you 
are one of those nine until you get a 
letter from me to say you haven’t paid 
your subscription! 

I also Þ nd that we have a few people 
who are paying a subscription by 
Bankers Order whom I cannot trace 
in our records - names like KING, 
CLARKE, VAN LAWIK, GREGORY, 
BRINDLE and DEMPSEY are 
currently unidentiÞ ed. If the names 
mean anything to you please let me 
know - they will not know as I do not 
send them a Newsletter.

Email addresses
Of the almost 800 members in the 
database I have 126 email addresses 
that you have supplied. Back in 
August I sent out an email to those 
addresses with information about the 
offer by Pobjoy Mint to supply Þ rst 
day covers of the Baroness Thatcher 
and Sir Rex Hunt Stamps (see p.25 
for details) but 11 of the emails were 
returned as ‘undeliverable’. An email 
address is a useful means of making 
contact with a member in between 
Newsletters. We do put information 
on the website but you have to look 
at it to get the information. An email 
will pop into your ‘in box’ and make 
that contact SO if you did not get an 
email about the stamps and would like 
us to hold your email address so that 
we can send you such information in 
future please send an email to me 
at honsecÞ a@msn.com asking to be 
added to the e-mailing list.

Lost members
After each mailing of the Newsletter 
we get a few returned marked ‘Gone 
Away’ which usually means you have 
moved but not told us - unfortunately 
if you are one of those people you 
will not be reading this as we do not 
know where to send your Newsletter 
but I mention it as a warning to those 
of you about or thinking of moving to 
send us your new address. 

The new Website
This is now up and running at 
www.Þ association.com and fresh 
information is slowly being added to 
it. Most of the Þ rst stage of the work 
is complete but we are still working on 
the second stage which will establish 
a ‘members only’ page which you 
will be able to access with your own 
password. This will give you access to 
an online copy of the Newsletter and 
other information which is exclusively 
for our members. Please be patient as 
we learn how to update and improve 
the website. With our contractor in the 
Falkland Islands this is long-distance 
learning although Jason Lewis did 
give me a day’s training when he 
visited the UK this year.

Battle Day 2014
The FIA sub-committee is planning a 
special commemoration in London for 
the 100th anniversary of Battle Day 
on  Saturday, December 6, 2014. 

We have established contacts with 
the Admiralty, the Foreign OfÞ ce and 
the German Naval Attache.

We intend to contact Ship and 
nation wide Service associations 
through our Website and National 
and Commonwealth Press.  We are 
establishing contact with the IWM 
(Imperial War Museum) the Royal 
Naval Museum and other associated 
bodies who will be marking the 
occasion with exhibits of the battles.

We are looking for contact with any 
next of kin of the two battles who wish 
to be kept informed of the planning 
process. 

If you wish for further details of the 
planning for the Battle Day 2014, 
please send your email address to 
robin@relativem.co.uk and you will 
receive updates following our BD2014 
subcommittee meetings.

A Service of Thanksgiving for the life 
of Sir Rex Masterman Hunt, CMG 

(29 June 1926 – 11 November 2012) 
HM Governor of the Falkland Islands at 
the time of the 1982 war with Argentina, 
took place at St Clement Danes, the 
Central Church of the Royal Air Force, 
Strand, London on  June  11, 2013. 

The lesson from Chapter 15 of St 
John’s Gospel verses 9 to 17 was read 
by Colin Wright, Hon Secretary of the 
Falkland Islands Association and the 
poem ‘High Flight’ by John Gillespie 
Magee was read by Tammy Thurman, 
grand-daughter to Sir Rex. The choir 
then sang ‘The Lord’s my Shepherd  
before the tribute was given by David 
Tatham, CMG, a former Governor of the 
Falkland Islands and a Vice-President 
of the Falkland Islands Association.

Alan Huckle, a former Governor of 
the Falkland Islands and Chairman of 
the Falkland Islands Association, read 
a letter from the The Rt Hon William 
Hague MP, First Secretary of State, 

Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs.

Mr John Weightman, cousin to Sir 
Rex delivered a tribute on behalf of the 
family.

Almost 200 people were in church 
some of whom had fought in the 1982 

war as well as former diplomats who 
had known the Hunt’s in Uganda 
and other overseas postings and a 
number of former Governors of the 
Falkland Islands. Several Members 
of Parliament from both the House 
of Commons and the House of Lords 
attended. Representatives came from 
the RAF, RAF Charities, SAMA82 
and the Falkland Families Association 
together with other friends and 
members of the FIA, Falkland Islanders 
and Falkland students studying in the 
UK.

 After the service many went on to 
a reception in The Betjeman Room 
at The Charing Cross Hotel where a 
condolences book, which had been 
started in the Falkland Islands, was 
available for those present to add their 
comments.

 The signed letter from the Foreign 
Secretary, which had been read out at 
the service, was handed to Lady Hunt 
together with the Condolences Book.

Thanksgiving for the life of Sir Rex Masterman Hunt

Tammy Thurman and Lady Hunt
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Parades

The parade in honour of Her 
Majesty the Queen’s birthday 

took place this year, as always, along 
Ross Road, with  the Royal Stand-
ard raised on Victory Green and the 
salute taken by His Excellency the 
Governor, Nigel Haywood and Com-
mander British Forces South Atlantic 
Islands (CBFSAI), Air Commodore 
Russell la Forte.

Unlike last year when blizzard 
conditions seemed likely to cause the 
whole event to take place in the Town 
Hall, this year the sun shone, though 
a very strong northerly wind made 
standing up straight difÞ cult and the 
preservation of hats on heads a par-
ticular trial for the Tri-Service march-
ing detachment and the Falkland 
Islands Defence Force.

Even the Governor was overheard 
after the parade telling a slightly 
sceptical group of cubs that if the 
wind had got any stronger the plumes 
on his helmet might have acted like 
helicopter rotor blades and carried 
him up into the air and out over the 
harbour.

While the challenging climatic 
conditions may have been responsi-
ble for a slightly reduced attendance 
by the general public, the uniformed 
youth groups of Stanley: the Scouts, 
Guides, Cubs, Brownies, Sunbeams 
and Beavers  were out in full force; 
a sign, that in Stanley the future of 
such public displays of patriotism, 
would seem to be assured, whatever 
the weather.

Queen’s 
birthday

M ore than 200 Falkland Islanders and members of the 
British Forces South Atlantic Islands gathered at San 

Carlos in the Falkland Islands on May 21, for a service of 
commemoration to remember those who lost their lives 
and to mark the day, 31 years ago, when British forces 
landed in the bay.
Wreaths were laid at the event by the Acting Governor of 
the Falkland Islands Sandra Tyler-Haywood, Falklands 
Legislative Assembly member Mrs Sharon Halford, and 
representatives of the British Forces Falkland Islands.

Top: His Excellency the Governor Nigel Haywood chats to youth groups
Above: Rainbows brave the winds and the band marches past the 
Upland Goose properties

Blue Beach Landing Day
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Parades 

A bright blue sky and ß at calm 
conditions provided a magniÞ cent 

backdrop for the 31st commemora-
tion of Liberation day on June 14 and 
was in complete contrast to the previ-
ous year when troops had marched 
from the church to the memorial in a 
blizzard.

A well attended thanksgiving ser-
vice was held in Christchurch Cathe-
dral where the Rev Richard Hines 
drew on the memories of Islanders 
in 1982 and recounted some amus-
ing anecdotes which demonstrated 
the true British spirit of those who 
endured the Argentine occupation.

The Falkland Islands Defence 
Force was joined by the Royal Navy, 
Army and Royal Air Force as well as 

June 14 bathed in sunshine
the Royal British Legion and As-
sociations, youth groups and 1982 
veterans. 

The marching troops were wel-
comed to the 1982 Memorial on 
Thatcher Drive with a round of ap-
plause from the hundreds of resi-
dents surrounding the area.

Following prayers His Excellency 
the Governor Nigel Haywood and 
MLA Roger Edwards laid wreaths as 
well as Chief of Staff Group Captain 
Steve Ward, veteran association 
representatives, relatives and others. 
The Falkland Islands Government 
hosted a public reception in the Town 
Hall after the parade past the memo-
rial.         
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Stamp issues

Zachary and Katrina Stephenson with Martine and Christopher

Several sets of stamps 
commemorating two 
people who played 
pivotal roles in ensuring 
British Forces were sent 
to liberate the Falklands 
from invading Argentine 
forces were released in 
June.

Stamps depicting Sir 
Rex Hunt and Baroness 
Margaret Thatcher were 
released to coincide with 
a memorial service for Sir 
Rex and the Falklands Liberation 
Day.

The sets from The Falkland 
Islands and South Georgia and 
The South Sandwich Islands 
commemorate the late Sir Rex Hunt 
who was Governor of The Falkland 
Islands from 1980 to 1985 although 
he was deported from the islands 
by invading Argentine forces in April 
1982. 

He was born in Redcar in North 
Yorkshire on June 29 1926 and 
joined the Royal Air Force as a cadet 
in 1941 and became a pilot in 1945. 
He died on 11 November 2012 and 
the issue of both sets of stamps 
coincided with a memorial service 
for Sir Rex  which was held at St. 
Clement Danes Central Church of 
the RAF on June 11.

Ascension Island, which played 
an important role as a British 
military base during the war to 
liberate The Falkland Islands from 
military occupation by Argentina, 
was Þ ttingly  the second territory to 
announce that it would release a 
set of stamps to commemorate the 
late Baroness Thatcher, the Þ rst and 
only woman to become British prime 
minister and leader at the time of the 
Falklands War. 

There are four 
designs in the 
set with the 40p 
depicting Lady 
Thatcher giving 
a victory salute, 
the 50p showing 
her in the cockpit 
of a military 
aircraft, the 
60p depicting 
a wonderful 
photograph of 

Lady Thatcher, cup of 
tea in hand, on a visit to Ascension 
and the £1.45 value showing her in 
her Knight of The Garter costume and 
was issued on June 14 2013. 

On June 11 South Georgia and the 
South Sandwich Islands also released 
a set of stamps to commemorate Sir 
Rex Hunt.

The 65p stamp shows Sir Rex in 
front of a crashed Wasp helicopter at 
St Andrews Bay South Georgia. The 
helicopter had airlifted Sir Rex and 
Mavis from the ß ight deck of HMS 
Endurance during a visit to South 
Georgia and then was due to take 
them both down to the Antarctic to visit 
the British stations.  However, due to 
an error, the helicopter on approach 
to ß at ground near the hut that served 
as Annie Price and Cindy Buxton’s 
accommodation tipped nose down 
and did a somersault.  Cindy and 
Annie looked on in horror and then 
rushed over with Þ re extinguishers in 
case they were needed, but luckily no 
Þ re broke out and Sir Rex and Mavis 

climbed out unharmed 
albeit somewhat 
shaken.

£1 Sir Rex visits 
Pobjoy Mint with 
Baroness Thatcher in 
May 2007 to launch the 
Þ rst coins in the series 
produced to mark the 
25th Anniversary of 
the Liberation of the 
Falkland Islands and 
South Georgia.

The 75p shows Sir Rex 
in front of Government House, 
Falkland Islands  in December 1982 
and the £1.20 is recent family portrait 
of Sir Rex Hunt.

The First Day Cover depicts Sir 
Rex and Lady Hunt outside Annie 
and Cindy’s hut at St Andrews Bay, 
along with Captain Nick Barker, 
Captain of HMS. Endurance, the 
lst Lt and Ships Doctor with Cindy 
Buxton.  

Stamps commemorate the late 
Sir Rex Hunt and Baroness Thatcher

John Smith of Pobjoy Mint 
Ltd has advised that the Þ  rst 
day covers honouring both 
Baroness Thatcher and Sir 
Rex Hunt are now available to 
members of the FIA. Pobjoy 
Mint Ltd do not normally sell 
directly to collectors but on 
this occasion they will be 
pleased to accept orders from 
FIA members as a gesture of 
goodwill on their behalf.
Prices to include vat and 
delivery to UK addresses are as 
follow;
Baroness Thatcher - £5.65p
Falklands Sir Rex - £5.65p
South Georgia Sir Rex - £6.00p
Cheques should be made 
payable to Pobjoy Mint Ltd 
and orders may be placed 
by e-mail to jcs137@pobjoy.
com or by post to Pobjoy Mint, 
Millennia House, Kingswood 
Park, Bonsor Drive, Kingswood, 
Surrey, KT20 6AY marked for 
the attention of John Smith. If 
you are living overseas contact 
jcs137@pobjoy.com for price of 
mailing.
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Baroness Margaret Thatcher

Receiving the Freedom of the Falklands from Harold Rowlands in 1983 

The passing of Baroness Margaret 
Thatcher was met with sadness by 
Islanders, many of whom held her as 
the true heroine of the moment in 1982 
when she made the decision to send 
the Task Force to liberate the Islands 
from invading Argentine forces.
On April 17, the day of her funeral 
a memorial service was also held in 
Stanley at Christchurch Cathedral 
where not only the main church was 
� lled to capacity, but the adjoining hall 
was also packed with those wishing to 
pay their respect to the great lady.
Assembly Member Ian Hansen read the 
following eulogy which captured the 
sentiment of the many who had met 
her and considered her to be not only a 
courageous leader, but a true friend of 
the Falklands
 

Amongst the many tributes in 
the UK press it was said that 

“Margaret Thatcher was one of the 
very few leaders who changed not only 
the political landscape of their own 
country, but the rest of the world too”.  
In the case of the Falkland Islands, this 
could not be truer.

Since the sad news of her passing, 
ß ags have ß own at half-mast across 
the Falkland Islands.  It is only right 
that today was made a public holiday, 
both as a mark of respect, and to 
allow the community to pay tribute 
to a woman who is held in such high 
regard, and with such deep affection 
in our Islands.  The status afforded 
her here is understandable, given her 
unfailing interest in the well-being of 
the Falklands, the Islanders and in 
particular our young people.

In last week’s tributes in the House 

Margaret Thatcher, what 
a woman, what a friend

of Commons, it was said, “Margaret 
Thatcher’s ability to overcome every 
obstacle in her path is just one 
measure of her personal strength”.  
Never was this strength demonstrated 
more clearly than in the rapid assembly 
of the task force and subsequent 
liberation of our home following the 
Argentine invasion in 1982.

On sending the task force, it has been 
debated as to whether she was unique 
in her decision-making, or whether she 
only did what any leader in her position 
would have done.  This is irrelevant.  
What is clear is that it was a decision 
that was not universally supported by 
her colleagues, and neither would it 
have been an easy decision for her 
to send the brave men and women of 
Britain’s armed forces into harm’s way.  

Following the Argentine invasion, 
we were not sure what the reaction of 
the British Government might be.  We 
heard Margaret Thatcher say in the 
House of Commons on April 3rd 1982;

“They are few in number, but they 
have the right to live in peace, to 
choose their own way of life and to 
determine their own allegiance”

She made clear, perhaps before 
many had ever had cause to consider 
it, that we have the right to determine 
our own future.

She said of herself: “I am not a 
consensus politician, but a conviction 
politician.”  Last week the Deputy Prime 
Minister observed that, “she seemed 
blissfully indifferent to the popularity of 
what she said, entirely driven instead 
by the conviction of what she said”.

In the case of the Falklands, her 
conviction that standing up for justice 
and freedom was the right thing to do, 

may have made her difÞ cult decisions 
easier.  We must give thanks for that 
conviction, and for her strength of 
character.  Because of her courage, 
and the skill, bravery and sacriÞ ce of 
Britain’s armed forces – our liberty and 
our future were secured.

Lady Thatcher’s legacy in our 
Islands goes much further than our 
liberation. She made the UK’s position 
on the Falklands very clear; there 
would be no negotiation over the 
Falkland Islands unless and until the 
Islanders wished it.  This has ensured 
that subsequent British governments, 
regardless of political afÞ liation, have 
publicly reafÞ rmed the right of Falkland 
Islanders to determine their own future.  
More than 30 years on, the support of 
the current British Government could 
not be stronger.

The 1983 British Nationality (Falkland 
Islands) Act is another important part 
of her legacy for the Falkland Islands 
community. It granted full British 
citizenship to Falkland Islanders, who 
were previously classed as British 
Dependent Territories Citizens. This 
reinforced our link with the UK, giving 
us full rights as British Nationals.

This week, we have heard many 
personal memories that demonstrate 
the unique relationship that she had 
with us, and we had with her.  During 
her two visits to the Islands, she was 
greeted as a friend.  On her Þ rst visit 
in 1983, she became the Þ rst person 
to be honoured with the Freedom of 
the Falkland Islands, a Þ tting tribute 
to the woman who secured us that 
very right.  She remains to this day the 
only person to have ever received this 
recognition.  Receiving the Freedom 
of the Falklands from the then 
Financial Secretary Harold Rowlands, 
Mrs Thatcher said it was “the most 
marvellous honour” that could have 
been conferred upon her.  At the end 
of her speech, the inimitable Harold 
Rowlands called for three cheers for 
the lady who he described as, “the 
incomparable Margaret Thatcher.” 
The three cheers and quite a few 
more besides were duly delivered with 
incomparable enthusiasm.

In 1992, as with her Þ rst visit, 
people lined the streets to welcome 
her.  It was reported at the time that, 
“wherever she went in Camp or town, 
everyone was there: everyone joined 
in.”  There are many stories of people 
greeting her on the street with smiles 
and a hug.  

Lady Thatcher’s relationship with the 
Islands was clearly a very personal 
one.  Here she was able to show a 
human side that she perhaps could not 
show at home or elsewhere.

During her trips, she travelled widely 
throughout the Islands.  During Mrs 
Thatcher’s 1992 visit to Fox Bay the 
late Shirley Knight, with a rare display 
of nerves, took to the podium to deliver 
a speech.

Thanking Mrs Thatcher for all she 
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Baroness Margaret Thatcher

TEN young Falkland Islanders sat 
with a group of Þ fty Falklands War 
veterans at the funeral for Baroness 
Thatcher at St Paul’s Cathedral in 
London on April 17.

One of those attending the funeral, 
Sam Cockwell said: “The service 
was very moving, with the feeling of 
true reverence, respect and dignity. 
Particularly for me the eulogy was 
perfect, exactly the right balance of 
anecdote and moving tribute to her 
life.”

He said overall the service and 
whole event seemed to go extremely 
well, “with thousands turning out 
lining the streets to pay respects 
as the casket was taken through 
London. There was no sign as far 
as I could see of the disgraceful 
and immensely distasteful displays 
that we have seen news of in the 
past weeks, indicating, at least to 
me that the vast majority, despite 
what people may have thought of 
particular decisions in the past, 
respected Lady Thatcher.”

Also present Roxanne King 
described it as an, “immense 
occasion,” and, “we felt incredibly 
honoured to have been invited to be 
a part of it.”

She said later, at the end of the 
Guildhall reception most of the 
Falklands students were grouped 
together, “and the Prime Minister 
David Cameron came and spoke to 
us. He was very pleased when we 
said we were from the Falklands and 
said he thought Margaret Thatcher 
would have been very pleased that 
we had attended the service. 

“He expressed his support for the 
Falklands and said that he hoped to 
visit one day,” said Miss King.

had achieved on the Islanders behalf, it 
was when she attempted to express the 
regret for those lives lost in liberating 
the Islands that Shirley understandably 
became overcome with emotion and 
was unable to continue.  Mrs Thatcher 
made her way to her side, consoled 
her with a hug, and encouraged her to 
continue. There wasn’t a dry eye in the 
house as the two mothers shared their 
sorrow at what had gone before.

On visiting Goose Green, a young 
girl had a posy to present to Lady 
Thatcher.  Overcome with the occasion, 
and not helped by a number of visiting 
press being present, the girl passed 
the ß owers back to her mother.  Seeing 
the problem, Mrs Thatcher shooed the 
press away, and gave the little girl time 
to adjust to the excitement before the 
presentation was made as planned.

We were privileged 
to hear Mrs 
Thatcher deliver 
several inspirational 
speeches, aimed 
at motivating the 
population to develop 
not only the islands 
but also to strive 
for their personal 
aspirations. She was 
successful in both 
areas – together 
we have created an economy and a 
society that many could not have even 
imagined thirty years ago.

Lady Thatcher took a particular 
interest in the future of our young 
people.  For over two decades 
students at the Community School 
have competed for the Margaret 
Thatcher Trophy, awarded for 

Reverend Richard Hines:
“The service held in the 

Falklands was an explicit 
attempt to express by our 

presence and by our carefully 
chosen words, something of 
the profound gratitude felt in 
these Islands for the unique 

contribution made by Margaret 
Thatcher in ensuring its 

residents’ liberty and future 
well being.”

services to the school.  Lady Thatcher 
personally donated the trophy, saying 
that it would serve as a reminder, “that 
we, who have been given so much by 
those who fought for us, have to give 
something back.”  Our strong sense of 
community is perhaps an example of 
how we hold to that ideal.

Reading back over the speeches 
made during her last visit over twenty 
years ago, I was struck to read the 
following; “as you look around you 
now, I hope you will all consider that 
full advantage has been taken of 
that freedom regained and since 
guaranteed to these Islands, so that 
we can develop them in a worthy 
way, an attractive and imaginative 
way, combining modern infrastructure 
and its advantages with the Islands’ 
qualities of freedom of lifestyle, 

independence of mind 
and that practical ability 
to turn a hand to a wide 
variety of tasks without 
relying on someone 
else.”  Those words are 
just as true today as they 
were then.

Today’s modern 
Falkland Islands is 
forward looking, internally 
self-governing and 
Þ nancially self-sufÞ cient.  

There is perhaps no greater legacy to 
a Prime Minister who was not afraid to 
stand up for freedom and justice, than 
the people and community she allowed 
us to become.

Once thing is certain, in the Falkland 
Islands her memory will never be 
forgotten.  Margaret Thatcher - What a 
woman!  What a leader!  What a friend!

Picture Norman Clark

Islanders attend Lady 
Thatcher’s funeral

Pictured left to right: SAMA 
82 (FI) representative Gary 
Clement, Zoran Zuvic, Karen 
Minto, Jo Birmingham, Clodagh 
Stewart-Reid, Doug Clark, Sally 
Heathman, Roxanne King, Sam 
Cockwell, Krysteen Ormond and 
Samantha Brownlee in uniform 
representing the Falkland 
Islands Defence Force 

Left: Mrs Thatcher in 1992 chats 
to Roxanne Morrison, Lisa Pole 
Evans and Tamara Morrison 
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Obituaries

Joe Farman, who has died aged 82, 
was one of the scientists responsible 

for the biggest environmental discovery 
of the 20th century: the fact there was a 
hole in the ozone layer over Antarctica. 
Mr Farman and his colleagues made 
the discovery while working at the 
Halley research station on the Brunt 
Ice Shelf and their paper in Nature 
reporting the Þ ndings led directly to 
the Montreal Protocol which controls 
ozone damaging chloroß uorcarbons. 

At the time of the discovery in the 
mid-1980s, he was working for the 
British Antarctic Survey after serving 
as scientiÞ c ofÞ cer of its predecessor, 
the Falkland Islands Dependency 
Survey; he was also head of the 
survey’s Physics Unit at the University 
of Edinburgh in the 1960s and 1970s.

He joined the Survey in the 1950s, 
training at the Met OfÞ ce station in 
Lerwick, but by the 1980s the work 
carried out by Mr Farman and his 
colleagues was under-valued and 
under threat. They were close to being 
shut down when, with a fraction of 
the equipment and funding available 
to American scientists working in 
the same Þ eld, he made the world-
changing discovery with Brian Gardiner 
and Jon Shanklin.

He had always wanted to work in the 
Antarctic. As a boy, his heroes were 
Scott and Shackleton. Born in Norwich, 
he won a scholarship to read natural 
sciences at Cambridge and for a time 
worked for the de Havilland Aircraft 
Company. In 1956 he saw an advert 
for a position in Antarctica working 
with the Falkland Islands Dependency 
Survey and got the job. He was sent 
to the Met OfÞ ce in Lerwick for six 
months to become familiar with the 
sort of instruments he would be using. 

He then sailed for the Falkland 
Islands, which in those days took four 
weeks. It took a further week to reach 
the base on Antarctica. Initially based 
on the Argentine Islands base, now 
called Faraday, he was part of an 11 
strong team measuring radiation and 
ozone and, on that Þ rst trip, spent 27 
months there. 

By 1983 he was running two stations 
for the British Antarctic Survey with Mr 
Gardiner and Mr Shanklin. Working 
with a machine called a Dobson 
spectrophotometer, the three men were 
shocked to discover what appeared to 
be catastrophic depletion of ozone and 
at Þ rst Mr Farman wasn’t sure what to 
do. “I was very worried about what our 
Þ ndings meant,” he said, “but I didn’t 
know what to do about it. Does one 
go and knock on the Prime Minister’s 
door? But once the press got hold of it, 
I didn’t have to worry about banging on 
anybody’s door.”

The men revealed what they had 

discovered in the scientiÞ c journal 
Nature in 1985, conÞ rming theoretical 
worries that chloroß uorcarbons, or 
CFCs, could damage the ozone. The 
report showed levels of ozone in the 
Antarctic had fallen by 40 per cent 
between 1975 and 1984 and the 
drop was the result of changes in the 
atmosphere caused by CFCs. At the 
time, CFCs were used in everyday 
items such as fridges and spray-
on deodorants, but in the wake of 
the report, Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher ordered that funding for the 
British Antarctic Survey be protected 
and the international community 
began to discuss what should be done. 
Two years later, 24 countries signed 
the Montreal Protocol that phased 
out CFCs. KoÞ  Annan, the former 
UN Secretary General, has said the 
protocol may be the most successful 
international agreement ever signed.

Mr Farman was always cautious 
about claiming the protocol was a 
success and right up until his death 
was warning about the threat to 
the planet from global warming. 
“Computer models say the ozone will 
not return to its 1950 state until 2080,” 
he said. “Even that assumes nothing 
else upsets the temperature structure 
of the atmosphere. Given that we can’t 
forecast what global warming means, 
I’m afraid I don’t believe them.”

He received great acclaim for 
his discovery during his lifetime, 
particularly as his work had been 
done on a relative shoestring. He 
continued to work with British Antarctic 
Survey until his retirement in 1990 and 
was made a CBE in 2000. He also 
carried out research as a consultant 
to the European Ozone Research 
Coordinating Unit. 

Born August 7 1930 Joe Farman 
died on May 11, 2013 and is survived 
by his wife Paula.

Captain Mike Barrow, who has 
died aged 80, commanded the 

guided missile destroyer Glamorgan 
during the Falklands campaign. 
Michael Ernest Barrow, the son of a 
retired naval captain who had taken 
up farming, was born on May 21 
1932 at Oxted, Surrey, and educated 
at Wellesley House and Dartmouth. 
He served in Devonshire, Liverpool, 
Agincourt, Euryalus, Camperdown 
and Britannia, before commanding 
Caunton, Laleston, Mohawk, Torquay 
and Diomede. 
In October 1981, early in his 
command of Glamorgan, the ship 
grounded on an uncharted coral 
spike off Oman. Barrow’s court 
martial was still outstanding when, 
on May 21 1982, the day that British 
forces landed in San Carlos and 
also his 50th birthday, he received 
a welcome signal: “Court martial 
cancelled, come home safely.” 
Barrow left the Navy in 1983 to 
become clerk to the Worshipful 
Company of Haberdashers (1983-95) 
and Gentleman Usher to the Queen 
(1984-2002). He was appointed CVO 
in 2002. 
Mike Barrow married, in 1962, Judith 
Ann Cooper. During the Falklands 
conß ict Barrow wrote a newsletter 
(known as the “Glamgram”) which 
she distributed among the families of 
those serving in Glamorgan . His wife 
survives him with their daughter and 
two sons. 
Born on May 21 1932, Captain Mike 
died on April 28 2013 

Joe Farman: Discoverer of 
the hole in the ozone layer

Capt Michael 
Ernest Barrow
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Obituaries

Doreen ‘Rene’ Duncan, nee McCal-
lum, was born on  May 10, 1929 

in San Carlos settlement. Her parents, 
Alexander and Liz, were living at The 
Flats Shanty at the time.

The family moved to the Top Malo, 
Teal Inlet when Rene was about three 
months old and then on to the Lower 
Malo before moving to The Ronda, 
Salvador where they were when war 
broke out in 1939.  Being totally iso-
lated at Ronda and close to the coast, 
they could see the lights of passing 
ships.  The family were due to shift 
back to San Carlos in early 1942 but 
unfortunately whilst they were waiting 
for their furniture to be moved Rene’s 
father died on the Verde Mountain at 
San Carlos.  

Liz and the girls remained at Salva-
dor with George (Liz’s brother) until 
mid 1943 when they moved to Stan-
ley where Liz and Rene both worked 
at Cable Cottage for the Senior Medi-
cal OfÞ cer and Marj went to stay with 
her grandparents until Liz secured the 
housekeepers post at Stanley House 
and the family could once again be 
together.

Rene married Billy Duncan on  Au-
gust 15, 1947, in the Cathedral and 
moved to Teal Inlet to set up home. 
They had very little time together be-
fore Marj went to stay for a summer 
holiday during which time her mother 
took ill and had to give up her job at 
Stanley House; this resulted in Marj’s 
stay with them being much extended.  
Rene was also asked to accommo-
date and cook for Billy Summers and 
Ronnie King whilst they were at Teal 
Inlet building the new bunkhouse.  For 
a newly married young wife she had 
a lot on her plate at that time, but no 
doubt took it in her stride.

Rene and Billy next moved to Hill 
Side, Fitzroy and they were living 
there when daughter Sharon was 
born. They moved to Stanley before 
Sharon was a year old, living in the 
Brisbane Road area.  Rene helped 

Billy with his butchery business and 
could often be seen out and about 
delivering meat.  When they built and 
started a bakery Rene also worked 
alongside him.  Later, Rene looked 
after her nephews Terence and Ian 
for a couple of years, as they Þ nished 
school and began work, and until their 
parents moved to Stanley.  

Always one to be busy Rene un-
dertook the cooking and washing 
for the family during the building of 
the property Tenacres in Stanley, as 
she claimed she would be no help 
with a hammer and nails.  She thor-
oughly enjoyed her time at Tenacres 
where she could both enjoy riding and 
watching others go out over the Com-
mon on their horses. 

Sadly Rene had several falls over a 
few years at Tenacres, breaking many 
bones which ultimately resulted in her 
moving to a sheltered housing unit 
in Thatcher Drive which she thought 
was ideal for someone in her situ-
ation.   Rene enjoyed a good social 
life at Thatcher Drive, playing bridge 
and crib on a regular basis and re-
ceiving many visitors.  She always 
went to San Carlos for Christmas and 
New Year but did not visit too often 
throughout the year as she found it, 
“a bit quiet.”

On her last outing with Sharon and 
John, looking for old house sites, she 

was able to visit the spot where her 
ancestors had lived at the Head of 
Rumford; she enjoyed this type of ex-
cursion.

Rene was one of three children and 
survived her sisters Winifred and Marj.  
Rene leaves behind her daughter, 
Sharon, granddaughters Sandi and 
Sara, both of whom recently visited, 
and three great grandsons the young-
est of whom had also visited recently 
and had a few in-depth chats with his 
Great Nan.

Although Rene will be missed by 
those who knew her she leaves be-
hind fond memories which continue to 
make us smile.

Compiled by Mrs Duncan’s family

Doreen ‘Rene’ Duncan 1929 - 2013

M any employees of the Falk-
land Islands Company Ltd will 

be saddened to learn of the prema-
ture death of Ray Burke on Sunday 
July 28. He died at the early age 
of 58. 

He would also be known to many 
other Islanders who visited the old 
ofÞ ces in Whitechapel, as well as 
more recently in Bishop Stortford.

Ray had been a stalwart member 
of the FIC team for 35 years, work-
ing originally out of the London Of-
Þ ce from 1978, and was very much 

involved in the management, ordering 
and shipping of goods to the Islands. 

An FIC spokesperson said: “He was 
always one of the quiet background 
team, and totally dependable. There 
will be many Islanders who will espe-
cially remember and must be grateful 
for his efforts in 1982 when there was 
a dramatic need to replace equipment 
lost during the war, not only by FIC 
but other farms and businesses that 
were so badly affected. He worked 
untold hours to make sure that eve-
rything possible was shipped on the 

next AES.
“When he started with the com-

pany, it was almost impossible to 
communicate between London 
and Stanley by telephone. He was 
very much in the forefront when 
Telex became the latest thing, fol-
lowed by fax a few years later and 
ultimately to all the instant means 
of communication we have today.”

He leaves a wife Lesley, a son 
and two daughters to whom our 
sympathy is extended.

Ray Burke - quiet, dependable FIC man

Peter Lapsley died on August 3, 
aged 70.  

Peter’s father, Air Marshall Sir 
John Lapsley (a founder member 
of the UK Falkland Islands 
Committee), spent his early 
childhood in the Islands; his uncle, 
Captain Paddy Vincent (formerly 
chairman of the UK Falkland 
Islands Trust) was born there.  

Peter visited the Islands a 
number of times in his professional 
capacity when he worked for the 
Aviation Security Section of the 
Department of Transport and 
for many years he served on 
the Executive Committee of the 
Falkland Islands Association. 

However, his real love was ß y 
Þ shing and, in his retirement, he 
escorted a number of groups down 
to the Islands to Þ sh. 

He also wrote a book called 
“Fishing for Falklands Sea Trout” 
and ran ß y Þ shing courses in 
the Islands, sponsored by the 
Shackleton Scholarship Fund.

Peter Lapsley
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Births, marriages and deaths

Births marriages and deaths
Marriages
April 6 - Stephen John Dent to Elizabeth Jayne Reid at Darwin, East Falkland
July 6 - Richard James Bonner to Elizabeth Eleanor Bonner at Malvian House Hotel, Stanley

Births
February 2 - Noah James Baigorri Butler to Guillermo Baigorri and Joanne Butler
February 15 - Mason Augusto Clifton to Neil Clifton and Carmen Miranda 
March 1 - Nikita Cristina Fernandes Greenough to Brandon Greenough and Mecia Cristina Ferreira 
Fernandes
February 26 - Harry Dawson Phillips to David Phillips and Tara Hewitt
March 19 - Ricardo William Fernando Cordero to Fernando and Crystal Cordero
April 4 - Erica Icot McLaren to Tony and Ma. Rolyngie McLaren
April 10 - Sarah Kitty Clifton to Lewis and Barbara Clifton
May 21 - Ria Ashton Clingham to Kelly Fiddes and Shaunmichael Clingham
June 6 - Benjamin Robin Adrian John Goodwin to Katrina Lowe and Kenton Goodwin

Deaths
November 20 - Danny Miguel Cofre age 20, Stanley, Falkland Islands
January 3 - Eileen Madden Larrimore age 63, (Retired Lt Col US Army) Alexandria, USA
February 2 - Mile Perkovic age 80, Switzerland
February 5 - John Allan age 80, Stanley, Falkland Islands
March 19 - June Iris McPhee age 84, Stanley, Falkland Islands
March 21 - Theodore Vasco Pieteerse age 63, South Africa
April 28 - Joan Bound age 84, Stanley, Falkland Islands
April 28 - Muktadin age 35, Crewman Loasarang
May 5 - Doreen Duncan age 83, Stanley, Falkland Islands

Admiral Sir John “Sandy” Wood-
ward, who led the Royal Navy 

task force to retake the Falkland Is-
lands after they were invaded by Ar-
gentina, died on August 5 at the age 
of 81 after a long illness.

Defence Secretary Philip Hammond 
said: “I am saddened by the news that 
Admiral Sir John “Sandy” Woodward, 
has died and my thoughts are with his 
family at this difÞ cult time. 

“Admiral Woodward served his 
country with distinction throughout 
his career, but he will be best remem-
bered by many as the Navy’s Fighting 
Admiral after he led the Royal Navy 
Task Force, sent by Margaret Thatch-
er, to re-take the Falkland Islands in 
1982. 

“Following this magniÞ cent achieve-
ment he served as the Deputy Chief 
of the Defence Staff and went on be-
fore retirement to be the Flag Aide-de 
Camp to the Queen.” 

Admiral Sir George Zambellas, First 
Sea Lord, said: “Admiral Sir Sandy 
Woodward will always be remem-
bered for his powerful and clear com-
mand of the Royal Navy Task Force 
that retook the Falkland Islands in 
1982. 

“Undaunted by the challenge of Þ ght-
ing a capable enemy over 8000 miles 
from the UK, in the most demanding 
and extreme of weather conditions, 
and against uncertain odds, Admiral 
Woodward’s inspirational leadership 
and tactical acumen, meshing the re-
alities of the higher political command 

at home with the raw and violent Þ ght 
at sea, was a major factor in shaping 
the success of the British forces in the 
South Atlantic. 

“Highly regarded and widely re-
spected within the military, he will be 
sorely missed and our thoughts are 
with his family and friends at this dif-
Þ cult time.” 

Admiral Woodward last year told the 
Telegraph of his dismay about subse-
quent cuts to the Royal Navy, saying 
the service would no longer be able to 
mount a similar expedition to the Falk-
lands. 

He also said the service should 
have taken more credit for the role it 
played in liberating the Islands. 

“It’s not the Navy that I joined at 
the age of 13, or that I served in dur-
ing the Falklands,” he told the Tel-
egraph. 

“I accept change, but not serious 
change for the worse. If you are a 
naval professional, then a Navy 
without an aircraft carrier and 
the right aircraft on board is 
comparable to the Swiss 
navy.” 

He was also una-
pologetic about his 
decision to sink 
the General Bel-
grano. 

He said: 
““It’s very 
s i m p l e . 
There was 
the Belgrano 

and two destroyers armed with Ex-
ocet missiles milling around in the 
southern ocean. I know from experi-
ence that while they were within 200 
miles of our ships, they could have us 
overnight. So I wanted them removed, 
didn’t I?”

1982 Task Force leader dies age 81 
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Advertising

The present circulation of the Newsletter is 4,500 
copies. It is distributed to Members of the Association, 
all Members of the House of Commons, the Scottish 
Parliament and the Welsh Assembly, members of the 
House of Lords, all British Members of the European 
Parliament, and to the press, radio and television. 
Many copies circulate in the United States, Australia, 
New Zealand, Canada and other Commonwealth 
and foreign countries. Seven hundred copies are 
distributed in the Falkland Islands.

Advertising rates as follows:

Full page..................................................... £250
Half page......................................................£125
Quarter page................................................£65
Eighth page..................................................£35
Short insertions............................................£3 per line

Discounts for four insertions by negotiation. A special 
concession is offered to Association members living 
in the Falkland Islands, who own small shops and 
businesses, to advertise in the Newsletter at half the 
above rates.

Membership Application

I/We would like to support the right of the people of 
the Falkland Islands to decide their own future for 
themselves and to help them develop their Islands in 
accordance with their wishes.

I/We wish to join the Falkland Islands Association 
(Individual members annual subscription £15, 
pensioners and students £5, corporate members 
minimum £50, corporate sponsorship £500).

Name..................................................................................
Address...............................................................................
............................................................................................
Connection with Falklands, if any...................................
............................................................................................
Signature.............................................................................
Date................. Telephone .................................................

Please return to : Falkland Islands Association, 
Falkland House, 14 Broadway, London SW1H OBH. 
Applicants who do not wish to cut this form from 
a Newsletter are invited to use a photocopy of it. 
Members are requested not to use this form for 
membership renewals.

Bankers Order
To........................................................................................
Bank Branch.......................................................................
At........................................................................................
Please pay to National Westminster Bank Plc, St 
James & Piccadilly Branch, 208 Picadilly, London, 
WJ1 9HE, Bank Code 56 00 29 for credit to : THE 
FALKLAND ISLANDS ASSOCIATION, Account No. 
24223999, the sum of .........pounds on receipt of 
this order and thereafter annually on the anniversary 
thereof.
Name..................................................................................
Address...............................................................................
............................................................................................
............................................................................................
Account....................Date...................................................
Signature............................................................................

The Falkland Islands Association
Patron (now deceased): The Rt. Hon. the Baroness 
Thatcher, LG, OM, FRS.
President: The Rt. Hon. The Lord Hurd, CH, CBE.
Vice Presidents: General Sir Peter de la Billiere, KCB, 
KBE, DSO, MC, MSC, DL. David Tatham CMG,
The Hon. L Buxton, Mrs Merle Christie, Mr ECJ Clapp 
MBE, Dr. R Elgood, Sir Cosmo Haskard, KCMG, MBE, 
Sir Jack Hayward, OBE, Mr C E Needham CBE, 
Major R N Spafford, Councillor R E Walker.
Chairman: Mr Alan Huckle
Vice Chairman: Mr Saul Pitaluga
Hon Secretary: Mr Colin Wright
Hon Treasurer: Mr James Wallace
The Falkland Islands Association brings together those 
who support the continuing freedom of the people of 
the Falkland Islands. Its Constitution states that its 
objectives are:

“To assist the people of the Falkland Islands to 
decide their own future for themselves without being 
subjected to pressure direct or indirect from any 
quarter.”

The Association is independent, but maintains close 
links with many other Falklands organisations. It is a 
major source of information about the Falklands. It 
publishes a newsletter, which all members receive, 
covering political and social events in the Islands, 
wildlife, tourism, philately, and many other subjects. 
it welcomes interest in the Falklands and invites all 
those who share its aims to become members.

2013 dates for your diary

Saturday December 7 -  Battle Day and AGM in 
London

FIA information

We don•t just target tooth“sh:
We target excellent quality because we value our customers,

We target friendly “shing practices because we value our environment
And we target sustainable “shing because we value our resource.

AT CONSOLIDATED FISHERIES

P.O. Box 383, Stanley - Falkland Islands - T. +500 22277 / F. +500 22211
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Falklands focusFalklands focus

Vision
The South Atlantic Environmental Research  
Institute (SAERI) is an academic organisation 
conducting research in the South Atlantic from the 
tropics down to the ice in Antarctica. SAERI’s remit 
includes the natural and physical sciences. It aims 
to conduct world class research, teach students, 
and build capacity within and between the United 
Kingdom South Atlantic Overseas Territories.

Mission
To advance environmental understanding in the 
South Atlantic through research excellence and 
innovative scientiÞ  c leadership. 

“SAERI is a centre of ambition. We work in 
partnership with Universities and Institutes around 
the world in order to deliver world class research.” 
Dr Paul Brickle, Director of the South Atlantic 
Environmental Research Institute.

SAERI is based in Stanley and also has partner 
ofÞ ces in the UK, Saint Helena, Ascension Island 
and Tristan da Cunha. SAERI is well connected 
geographically to act as a gateway to other places 
in the region. Given its shipping and airport 
facilities it is a well-established logistics hub for 
organisations operating in the South Atlantic and 
Antarctic. 
The Falkland Islands are also home to the 
Government of South Georgia and the South 
Sandwich Islands (GSGSSI) and is the main access 
point for visitors to South Georgia and the South 
Sandwich Islands. SAERI is therefore well placed 
to coordinate and maximise the use of the Falkland 
Islands as an access point to the wider South 
Atlantic and Antarctic.

Advancing environmental understanding in the South Atlantic through 
research excellence and innovative scientiÞ  c leadership

South  Atlantic  Environmental Research Institute

Principal GoalsPrincipal Goals
�z Become a world class academic institute Become a world class academic institute 
conducting research in the wider South conducting research in the wider South 
Atlantic from the tropics to the ice in Atlantic from the tropics to the ice in 
AntarcticaAntarctica
�z Establish research themes that span  Establish research themes that span 
multiple environmental disciplines multiple environmental disciplines 
including;  marine ecology, oceanography, including;  marine ecology, oceanography, 
Þ sheries research, GIS, botany, terrestrial Þ sheries research, GIS, botany, terrestrial 
ecology, geology, climate change, ecology, geology, climate change, 
palaeoclimate studies, meteorology and palaeoclimate studies, meteorology and 
palaeontologypalaeontology
�z Teach and mentor PhD and MSc students  Teach and mentor PhD and MSc students 
working in the South Atlantic in conjunction working in the South Atlantic in conjunction 
with partner instituteswith partner institutes
�z  Develop a GIS and Data Curation Centre   Develop a GIS and Data Curation Centre 
of Excellence for the South Atlanticof Excellence for the South Atlantic
�z Address contemporary environmental  Address contemporary environmental 
issues and advance understanding of the issues and advance understanding of the 
sustainable use of the South Atlantic’s sustainable use of the South Atlantic’s 
natural and mineral resources through 
consultancy

For further information contactFor further information contact
ofÞ cemanager@env.institute.ac.fkofÞ cemanager@env.institute.ac.fk

www.south-atlantic-research.orgwww.south-atlantic-research.org


