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Editorial
by FIA Chairman Russell La Forte CBE

HAVING had the honour of being elected Chairman at our AGM last December, this is my first
editorial and it is my great pleasure to extend to you all a very warm welcome to the March
2022 edition of the Falkland Islands Newsletter. Once again, an extraordinary range of fascinating
articles are presented that reflect the vibrancy, confidence and ambition of the Islands and their
people - my congratulations to our editor, Nicholas Roberts of Penguin News, for continuing a fine
tradition of editorial excellence in our Association’s flagship publication. Whilst on the subject of
valedictions, may I also, on behalf of all FIA members, oﬀer our warmest congratulations to the
newly-elected members of the Falkland Islands Legislative Assembly - good luck to you all!
The past few months have seen a few changes in the Executive Committee. Firstly, I would like
to thank on behalf of us all, my predecessor as Chairman, Paul Martinez, who took on the role at
short notice in early 2020 and has kept the Association afloat and on an even keel. His indeed will
be a hard act to follow, and my only regret is that he has set the bar so high! Needless to say, I am
delighted that Paul has agreed to stay on the Committee for the time being in order to provide
some valued continuity and sage counsel. On a similar note, we bade farewell to Peter Johnson
who after over 25 years of sterling service to the Association has retired from the Executive
Committee. I am delighted to say that Peter has since accepted our oﬀer of thoroughly welldeserved honorary membership. Inbound on the Committee are Simon Whitbourn, Lucy Chaplin
and Keith Angus to whom I extend a warm welcome. I am also absolutely delighted to welcome
aboard our new Vice President, Lord West of Spithead - a 1982 veteran and subsequent champion
of the Falkland Islands who needs little introduction.
I hope to serve as Chairman for the next 2 years, a period that I believe oﬀers us an opportunity
- pandemics permitting - to get our Association a little more onto the front foot after a Covidenforced lower profile and build upon the invaluable consolidation work that took place during
lockdown. I see 3 elements to this - our profile, awareness and readiness. Underpinning all of these
is increasing our membership, which I see as an important priority. The larger our membership, the
louder and more widespread our voice in promoting the FIA raison d’etre - ‘Supporting the right
of Falkland Islanders to determine their own future’ - whether this be a background drumbeat
day-to-day or, God forbid, if we ever have to step into the breach in the event of any sign that the
UK Government may be tempted to compromise their commitment to the Islanders. Therefore,
I encourage all Members to play their part and try to enlist the support of family, friends and
working colleagues to the cause.
In terms of profile, I hope that 2022 will enable us to return to ‘live’ events such as the FIGO
Reception, our normal face-to-face AGM and the like - whilst of course continuing to embrace
technology and the increased participation that ‘virtual’ attendance oﬀers. But of course,
everybody’s main eﬀort this year will be the 40th Anniversary of the 1982 Conflict. A large number
of commemorative events have been planned by the Falkland Islands Government and others,
and we intend to play a supporting role in a number of them - not just to rightly commemorate
and honour past sacrifice, but also the associated opportunities to celebrate what has been
achieved since and to look forward. Details of events (the list continues to evolve) may be found
further on in this edition and on the FIA website, but Members are recommended to watch the
list on the FIGO website for the latest information.
Turning now to awareness. We are of course a wholly independent association, but in all that
we do and stand ready to do, we must remember that we exist to support the people of the
Islands and by extension their elected representatives. We must therefore be prepared to act
as a guided missile when they need us, not a loose cannon when they don’t! I would encourage
all members therefore to keep abreast of events in the Falklands in order to promote a positive
and informed message. This newsletter plays a crucial role in this. The other side of the equation
is of course the Argentinian narrative and this year’s 40th Anniversary has seen a predictable
increase in their propaganda. We should not be surprised and should be prepared for this. The
sovereignty issue is a perfectly straightforward one (remember the drumbeat), so we don’t want
to fall into the trap of getting drawn into the (ill-formed) historical, legal and diplomatic minutiae
that successive Argentine governments seem to thrive upon. Nevertheless, as they never seem to
let the facts get in the way of a good story, it is important that we all understand the key events as
they really happened and the fundamental principles that ensue. Again, the Newsletter will have
an important role in this, as will the FIA website. I would commend to you the enclosed ‘Expulsion
Myth’ article as an early key example of this.
Readiness I believe speaks for itself, but I think some refreshed contingency planning wouldn’t
go amiss and the Executive Committee will be considering in some more detail the ‘how’ we
go about stepping into the breach and preparing guidance for members accordingly. Watch this
space! In the meantime, do enjoy this latest edition of the Newsletter - I think it’s rather good, I
do hope that you agree.

Supporting the right of Falkland Islanders
to decide their own future
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The Secretary’s Desk
THE AGM was held by ZOOM on 4
December 2021. Thirty-six Members
took part including a number in the
Falklands who were able to participate
fully in the proceedings. Nine motions
were introduced and all were carried
incuding routine motions such as the
approval of the accounts, the approval
of the Annual Report of the Executive
Committee and the confirmation of
the accountants. Russell La Forte CBE
was elected Chairman and 2 small
amendments to the Constitution were
agreed. After the main business, the
meeting was addressed by MLA Roger
Spink and Andrew Rosindell MP as well
as the new Chairman. Fortunately,
there were no technical hitches and the
meeting was generally deemed a success.
The online format of the last 2 AGMs has
proved popular as it saves everyone’s time
and travelling expenses as well as making
it possible for Members to participate
at a distance. We are debating whether
we will return to the tradional face-toface AGM and this will depend, in part,
on how normal life is restored after the
pandemic.
The Executive Committee met online
on 17 January and it discussed, among
other things, the large programme

Tym Marsh
Hon Sec & Treasurer
of events which are planned across
the nation to commemorate the 40th
Anniversary of the 1982 Conflict. It was
decided that the Association should be
represented at as many of the events
as possible but that there would be
no separate, FIA-organised event. In
addition, the Committee discussed the

need for the Association to improve the
impact and reach of its communication
as a response to the hostile attitudes
still evident in Argentina. It was decided
that there is a need for an in-depth look
at our arrangements taking account of
the Newsletter, the website and social
media with emphasis given to identifying
key messages and target audiences.
Furthermore, we shall try to use this
year to raise our profile to the extent
that our finances allow. For example,
we shall act as Sponsors for the 40th
Anniversary Journal and we shall place
an advertisement in the programme of
the Army - Navy Rugby match which this
year has a Falklands theme and is raising
money for SAMA82.
Members with an email address will
have noticed that we are gradually using
our database to send out more news and
we hope in this way to keep Members
better informed. We have had a good
response to this but we hope not to
make the mistake of wearying Members
with too many messages. If you are not
receiving these emails, it means that we
do not have an email address for you.
Finally, and on behalf of the Executive
Committee, I would like to thank all
Members for their support.

President: The Rt Hon The Lord Hurd CH CBE
Vice Presidents: Admiral The Right Honourable The Lord West of Spithead GCB DSC PC
General Sir Peter de la Billiere KCB KBE DSO MC MSC DL
General Sir Michael Rose KCB CBE DSO QGM DL
Mr David Tatham CMG; Mr Alan Huckle; Hon Cindy Buxton
Dr R Elgood; Councillor R E Walker
Chairman: Russell La Forte CBE
Hon Secretary: Tym Marsh
Hon Treasurer: Tym Marsh
The Falkland Islands Association brings together those who support the continuing freedom of
the people of the Falkland Islands. Its constitution states that its aim is “to support the right of
the people of the Falkland Islands to decide their own future.”
The Association is independent but maintains close links with many other Falklands’
organisations and is a major source of information about the Islands. It welcomes interest in the
Falklands and invites all those who share its aims to become members.

99.8% of Falkland voters wished to remain a British Overseas
territory in the government referendum of 2013
3

News

New Legislative Assembly
Elected for Falkland Islands
THE results of the Falkland Islands 2021
General Election, announced on the
evening of November 4, brought in three
new MLAs, of whom both Gavin Short
and John Birmingham were MLAs prior to
the last assembly, and 6 re-elected from
the 2017/21 assembly.
Counting began at 7pm, camp results
announced at about 8.30pm.
John Birmingham, former Stanley MLA,
newly elected for Camp, spoke to Penguin
News about what led to his successful
candidacy.
“One of the reasons I think is there
were only four people standing. I was
on the panel that put recommendations
to try and improve the ability of people
to stand for the assembly in the Camp.
All our recommendations were rejected
and I thought that if you can’t change
anything from outside then perhaps the
way maybe is to get inside.”
Re-elected for Camp, Teslyn Barkman
said: “I like to hope that people know I
genuinely care.
“I believe in this country and I hope
that comes across.”
She added: “I want to be there to make
the future better and keep it there for the
next generation, including my son.”
Stanley results were announced shortly
after 10pm and were close for a number
of candidates, incoming MLA Gavin Short
only ahead of former MLA Stacy Bragger
by two votes.

Gavin Short, asked what he believed
led to his election said he was “a little
shocked.”
He continued, “I look forward to the
next four years. It’s not going to be the
easiest four years I think. Will I find myself
as an opposition within the assembly?
That may be good because I think in
this last assembly there’s been a lack of
scrutiny of what’s been going on.”
First time MLA, elected for Stanley,
Pete Biggs, said the environment was the
reason he had stood, and he believed
was part of why he was elected.
Pete said “there’s a lot of awareness
and it’s time for us to act to do our bit in
the global eﬀort.”
Of her result, returning MLA Leona
Roberts said “I was hopeful but I
was extremely nervous and far from
confident, so to get a vote like that is
astounding and breathtaking and I’m so
grateful to everyone who voted for me.”
Also returning to Gilbert House, Mark
Pollard said “I hope it’s because of the
policies, and also because of the positivity
I put in the manifesto. Rather than just
picking holes in things and criticising the
state of things, I hope I put forward my
vision for the Falklands.”
Roger Spink said regarding his reelection that “I’ve been looking around at
things that we need to get underway so I
can’t wait to get back to work. It’s been
great to listen to people to hear what

Elected (Stanley constituency)
Leona Roberts
839
Roger Spink
691
Peter Biggs
570
Mark Pollard
550
Gavin Short
486
Not elected (Stanley constituency)
Stacy Bragger
484
Gary Webb
362
Emma Brook
351
Chris Locke
192
June Besley-Clark
120
Zane Hirtle
94
Elected (Camp constituency)
Teslyn Barkman
184
Ian Hansen
126
John Birmingham
122
Not elected (camp constituency)
Ana Crowie
102
Total votes cast
4743
Stanley Turnout
77.6 %
Camp Turnout
86.6 %
their concerns are, and I hope that I’ve
taken most of those on board.”
In a rarity for Falklands elections, one
candidate pulled out of the race, but due
to legislation which says they cannot pull
out oﬃcially once papers are submitted,
Zane Hirtle still received 94 votes.

Below, the 2021-2025 MLAS (left to right): Leona Roberts, Mark Pollard, Peter Biggs, Gavin Short, John Birmingham, Roger
Spink, Teslyn Barkman, Ian Hansen
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New port project progresses
to consultation stage
THE consultation documents for the new
port were released for public scrutiny on
January 24, including an environmental
impact statement (EIS), plans of the
facility, and greater detail on the stages
of development.
MLA Mark Pollard said that at the
stage of the Planning Application any
objections from the public had to be
“material planning objections” such as
traﬃc and parking issues, loss of privacy,
appearance and design, noise, impact on
character of an area.
MLA Pollard, speaking about the stages
of the port development, said this activity
is part of stage one - the detailed design
phase - which will come to completion in
October 1, 2022, when the options for
the port will come to Executive Council
(ExCo) for selection.
He noted that the cost of the port
will also have to go to Standing Finance
Committee (SFC) and as such will require
approval “by the majority of the MLAs,
rather than just the three on ExCo.”
“Absolutely confident”
On whether he had any concerns that
there would be a repeat of the delays
caused to the Waste Transfer Facility MLA
Pollard said: “I am absolutely confident
we’re not looking at the same issue again.
The environmental impact work is
huge. I think the only other time I’ve
seen anything on this scale is when we
had the environmental impact on oil and
hydrocarbons.”
The Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS)
The statement notes in predicted
environmental impacts that no significant
eﬀects are expected on coastal processes
during construction or operation; while a
host of potential impacts to marine water
and sediment quality are predicted to
have minor adverse significance.
Examples of this include the removal
of silt, which will temporarily increase
suspended sediment; as will general
construction work. A minor beneficial
impact is expected associated with
discharge of foul sewage as a result of
the new quay and causeway “altering the
flushing characteristics of the area.”
The majority of risks in the EIS were low
or negligible, with impacts on air quality,
impact due to noise and vibration, and a
number of other areas being considered
suﬃciently mitigated to see little to no
eﬀect on the community.
It was also noted that various
mitigations, such as reduction in size of
the design, use of electric vehicles, LED

The Early Contractor Involvement (ECI) process, as distributed by the agency
associated with the construction of the port - BAM Nuttall
lighting on the completed site and use
of locally sourced vehicles and materials
would all reduce carbon emissions and
carbon cost.
Raised in the EIS was that the removal
and dismantling of ballast tanks located
on the current port could cause “major
adverse impact” without mitigation. It
was noted in the EIS that alternative
locations were considered for the
port, including at Mare Harbour, Port
William, Navy Point, Port Harriet and
Berkeley Sound - and the decision of the
FIPASS area was selected according to
considerations environmental, presence
of supporting infrastructure, physical
characteristics, navigational access and
development costs.
Included in the documentation for the

new port are the 13 sites which will be
used in the construction phase. These
include locations for stores and material
laydown; a mobile concrete batching
plant; site oﬃces and plant workshop;
container storage; accommodation; and
more.
The port project is on a three year
timeline - with construction expected to
be complete in the last quarter of 2025,
and, as of going to press, was running to
time.
Following the hearing of the planning
application there is to be further
consultation in government where
details are finalised, after which the
second stage of development will begin:
construction.

Below: An artist’s impression of the new port at mean tide. Inset: An artist’s
impression of the port management
building, to be located on the port
structure
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Plancius arrives with first
day-visitors for almost two years

Above: Plancius during an Arctic visit
(photo: Oceanwide Expeditions). Bottom,
left: Passengers arrive at the public jetty.
Inset: Passengers discuss onward travel.
Below, right: The first cruise visitors to
the Jetty Visitor Center for over a year.
Photos: Gavin Short
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THE first cruise ship to visit Stanley since
March 2020, The Plancius, arrived on
December 10 - passengers disembarking
to visit shops, take trips with tourist
drivers, and explore the sights of Stanley
and the surrounding area.
MLA Gavin Short, speaking before the
arrival of Plancius, said he was excited at
the return of cruise ships to the islands,
but reassured the public that FIG were
putting the safety of the islands first.
On what the tourist season might look
like in the future and whether it would
be longer - MLA Short said it was “more
in the hands of the tour vessel operators
themselves.”
“I suspect if they wanted to work all
year around then be our guests, it’s
money into the economy,” but he said
that he thought a change of season was
unlikely.
MLA Short said he felt that the “slow,
gentle, restart” to vessel visits was
positive, as he said he “suspects if we
had big boats turning up, floating cities
with a few thousand people, we would
be hard pushed to prepare for it” due to
individuals moving away from the state
of readiness for seasonal tourist work
during the pandemic.

News

Tributes to Bill and Merle Christie
unveiled at cathedral and library
THE Falkland Islands Association held
a dedication service to Merle and Bill
Christie on November 6, 2021.
Michael (Tex) Alazia unveiled a plaque
of appreciation on the wall at the Christ
Church Cathedral.
Bill Christie was a lawyer in the UK and
campaigner who proved a firm friend of
the Islands.
Bill’s wife Merle also devoted a
large part of her life to defending the
Islanders’ right to self-determination.
Their campaigning work with the
Falkland Islands Emergency Committee
led to the forming of the Falkland Islands
Association.
During the service Norma Edwards
gave a reading, and then Mike Summers
gave a speech in tribute, including a
reiteration of a line he had written for
Bill Christie’s eulogy, following his death
in 1997.
“Bill probably achieved more for the
people of the Falklands than any other
individual, and he never told us what
to think or what to do, but he believed
passionately in our right to determine
that for ourselves.”
Later that day at the Christie
Community Library a photograph of Bill
and Merle was unveiled and is on display.

Clockwise from above: Michael (Tex)
Alazia unveils the cathedral plaque; the
plaque itself; gathering at the unveiling

Sukey honoured with OBE at
investiture at Windsor Castle
FORMER Falkland Islands Government
Representative in London, Sukey
Cameron, attended the Investiture of her
Oﬃcer of the British Empire (OBE) award
on November 9, 2021, following the
announcement in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours List in October 2020. The award
was made for her services to the Falkland
Islands as FIG representative to the UK.
Mrs Cameron said she was “delighted
to be invited to attend the Investiture at
Windsor Castle” and “whilst it was a year
after my award was announced, they
have such a huge backlog of recipients,
due to the pandemic, that I thought I
would have to wait longer to receive my
insignia.” Mrs Cameron’s award was for
services to the People of the Falklands
in recognition of her time as the Falkland
Islands Representative in the UK and she
said it was “a huge honour to accept it.”
The Investiture was held by HRH The
Duke of Cambridge. Mrs Cameron said
“during my brief conversation with him
it was clear that the Islands had made

Sukey with her OBE

a big impression during his tour of duty
in 2012. He told me how much he had
enjoyed the flying there and asked me
how the Falklands were getting on today.
He specifically asked me to pass on his
best wishes to everyone in the Islands.”
About the day itself Mrs Cameron said
“the ceremony was superbly organised,
everyone was made to feel special
and members of staﬀ oﬀered their
congratulations at every encounter. “On
the day, there were just over sixty other
recipients – receiving various diﬀerent
awards – including Marcus Rashford!”
Mrs Cameron said that she had been to
Windsor Castle a few times before, “both
as a tourist and for oﬃcial events” but
that to attend for such an occasion “was
still a huge privilege.”
Mrs Cameron gave her thanks to all
of her colleagues in Falkland Islands
Government Oﬃce London and Stanley
“without whom this would not have been
possible.”
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Final ICRC report identifies six
Argentine soldiers near-Darwin
THE final report on the Humanitarian
Project of the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC), released on
November 8, has identified the remains
of six Argentine soldiers buried on the
Falklands who were previously unknown.
Humanitarian Project Plan 2 (HPP2)
involved the exhumation of human
remains at one grave at the Argentine
Cemetery near Darwin, where the
remains of the six individuals were
found. Following the exhumation and
taking of samples they were analysed by
the Forensic Genetic Laboratory of the
Argentine Forensic Anthropology Team
(EAAF). Identification was successful, and
the ICRC report states, “Their families
were notified, and the remains have now
been reburied according to the wishes of
each family.”
Investigation was also conducted at

Above: Vice President of the ICRC, Gilles
Carbonnier

Teal Inlet due to reports of there being
remains in the area, but none were
found.
Gilles Carbonnier, Vice President of
the ICRC, said, “every family deserves to
know what happened to their loved one.
As part of our humanitarian mandate,
we were glad to support this process and
bring so many years of uncertainty to an
end.”
The results were presented to
delegations from the United Kingdom
and Argentina at the ICRC headquarters
in Geneva.
This most recent project took place
following First Humanitarian Project Plan
(HPP 1), which lead to the exhumation of
remains of 122 Argentine soldiers from
the Argentine Cemetery near Darwin, of
whom 115 were identified.

Stanley makes Platinum Jubilee City Bid
STANLEY has entered a competition to be
granted city status as part of the Platinum
Jubilee Civic Honours Competition.
Some 39 locations have entered the
competition, which has been opened to
British Overseas Territories (BOTs) and
Crown Dependencies for the first time.
Winning city status can provide a boost
to local communities and open up new
opportunities for people who live there,
as is the case with previous winners Perth
and Preston where the local economies
benefited from their improved national
and global standing.
MLA Ian Hansen, Chair of the Legislative
Assembly, said of the news: “We have
applied for city status because 2022 is
going to be an incredibly special year for
both Her Majesty The Queen and for our
country, as we prepare to show the world
how far we have come since the Falkland
Islands War in 1982.”
Chief Executive Andy Keeling added,
“not only would it be the icing on the cake
in terms of our existing plans to mark Her
Majesty’s 70-year reign, but would send
out a signal concerning the economic,
social and political development of the
Islands during that time and how we are
positioning ourselves for the future.”
It has been confirmed that while
Stanley may be referred to as a “capital
city” it does not have city status, which
must be actively granted by the Queen,
and is not automatically granted by the
presence of a university or cathedral in a
town - the latter of which, Stanley does
have.
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The Christ Church Cathedral and Whalebone Arch in Stanley
Stanley is not alone in having a
cathedral but no city status; there are 18
towns in the UK which have a cathedral
but no city status, and a further 18 which
have the opposite; city status without a
cathedral.
Previous Jubilee Civic Honours
Competitions have reportedly been

judged on merits in areas of: notable
features, historic and/or royal features
and “forward-looking attitude.”
The winner will be decided in the early
months of 2022 and then announced
shortly afterwards as part of The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee Celebrations.

News

Minefield fence removal programme underway

THE programme to remove minefield
fences from various sites following the
disposal of the last mines from the
Falklands in November 2020 has begun
successfully. FIG has announced that the
first phase of its three-year programme
of works to remove former minefield
fences is progressing well and is ahead
of schedule” thanks to the work of
local contractor, Keith Heathman, who
has already removed more than 2km
of fencing from Yorke Bay. All minefield
fences have also been cleared from Fox
Bay West.
“Mindful
of
environmental
considerations,” the statement added,
“removal work will not take place close to
the important wildlife breeding grounds
of Gentoo penguins at Yorke Bay and
Magellanic penguins at Gypsy Cove, until
after the breeding season.”
The second year of the programme, due
to begin in early 2022, is being planned
and will see the removal of minefield
fences and associated waste “across an
extensive area of Stanley Common, just
south of town.”
Approximately 77km of minefield fence
will have been removed by the end of the
three year programme, “providing the

Above: Keith works on removing the
fences surrounding Yorke Bay. Inset:
Remaining fence
public with peace of mind and helping to
remove part of the painful legacy of the
1982 war.”

FITB awarded Safe Travels
Stamp from Tourism Council
THE Falkland Islands Tourist Board (FITB)
has been awarded the Safe Travels Stamp
by the World Travel & Tourism Council
(WTTC) and Falkland Islands Tourism
businesses are invited to join the scheme
which “allows travellers and other Travel
& Tourism stakeholders to recognise
destination authorities and companies
around the world that have implemented
health and hygiene protocols.”
The WTTC created the “Safe Travels
Stamp” to show tourists that a business
or destination has taken eﬀorts to protect
them from COVID-19 and in September
reached 100 destination nations across
the world.
Individual businesses can now sign
up to the scheme, which requires
compliance with various measures, and
if successful will be issued with a Safe
Travels Stamp and Certificate which can
be displayed on their property and on
their websites.
Executive Director of FITB, Stephanie
Middleton, said: “We’re delighted to
have earned this stamp of approval from
WTTC, and with the reopening of the
islands for international tourism hope
that as many businesses as possible
will embrace it, demonstrating to our

visitors that we take health and hygiene
seriously.”
Gloria Guevara, WTTC President &
CEO, said: “We are delighted to see our
initiative is proving such a great success
and is being used by destinations from all
corners of the globe.”
“As the stamp continues to gain in
popularity, travellers will more easily
be able to recognise the destinations
worldwide which have adopted the new
set of global protocols.

“The success of the Safe Travels
stamp shows its importance not only
to countries and destinations, but also
to travellers and the 330 million people
around the world who work in and
depend on a thriving Travel & Tourism
sector.”
Details on how to apply for the Safe
Travels Stamp can be found in the Trade
section of the FITB website: www.
falklandislands.com/trade.
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Service held to start 40th
Anniversary memorials

AN ecumenical service was held at
Memorial Wood on January 9 to mark
the start of the 40th Anniversary of the
Liberation of the Falklands in 1982.
Representatives from each of the
churches, the military and civilian
communities,
and
the
veterans
organisations, attended - paying respects
to those who died in 1982.
A combined choir from the Christ
Church Cathedral and Military Wives sang
a collection of hymns, joined by those in
attendance.
Reverend Faulds, Rector of the Christ
Church Cathedral, who conducted the
service, said this was, “an opportunity
not only to commemorate all who died
in 1982, plus the servicemen and women
who have died since, but also to commit
ourselves to the future and the cause of
freedom.”

Top: Representatives of the clergy conduct the
ceremony. Right: Jenny Reece carrying The Colours
of the Royal British Legion.
Below: Bugler Ian Barnes plays.
Left: A BFSAI representative
and Captain Chris Locke
salute in the act of
remembrance.
Photos: Crown Copyright

FIA Community Picnic brings residents together
A Community picnic was held at the
Old Stone Corral outside Stanley
on January 23, organised by the
Falkland Islands Association, with
residents gathering to share food
and enjoy family fun and games.

Left: Picknickers gather in the
Old Stone Corral, enjoying each
other’s company alongside hot
drinks and food. Inset: A wellieboot toss soars to its target.
Right: And sitting in the shelter of
the corral and chat in the sun.

10

Events

Thatcher Day marked by
FIA, Museum and MLAs
MLAs at the Thatcher Bust in Stanley, having laid flowers at the base

Above: In 1982 an ostrich egg decorated
with precious stones was presented
to Baroness Thatcher as a tribute to
all who fought and died in 1982. Later
the egg was presented to the Falklands
and it was presented to the Museum in
1988

THATCHER Day was celebrated in the
Falklands on January 10, marked by
events at the Historic Dockyard Museum
and a small ceremony at the Thatcher
Bust on Ross Road.
On the morning of January 10 Members
of the Legislative Assembly laid flowers at
the base of the bust of Margaret Thatcher,
erected in 2015 in commemoration of
her part in sending a task force to liberate
the Falkland Islands in 1982.
Throughout January 10 a special
exhibition was in place at the Historic
Dockyard Museum, organised by the
Falkland Islands Association, where
artifacts from Baroness Thatcher’s visits
to the Islands, and information about her
role in 1982, were available for visitors to
see.
During the afternoon there was a
live link lecture given by Lord Moore
of Etchingham, Baroness Thatcher’s
oﬃcial biographer. Later in the evening
a reception was held where Lord
Moore’s lecture was repeated and
guests discussed memories of Baroness
Thatcher.

Top: The main face of the display at the
Falkland Islands Museum and National
Trust.

Above: A commemorative plate
presented to the Falklands by Baroness
Thatcher during her visit in 1992.
Right: A limited edition replica of the
Britannia which adorns the 1982
Liberation Monument.
Left: A commemorative bear by the
Hairy Beary Co to mark the 25th
anniversary of 1982, and other
commemorative items.
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Falklands 40th Calendar

40th Anniversary of 1982
marked with year of events
THE Falkland Islands mark the 40th
Anniversary of the Liberation of the
Islands in 2022. Therefore, it will be
holding a number of events in the
Falkland Islands and UK to commemorate
the sacrifices made and highlight the
modern Falkland Islands.
Phyl Rendell, Chair of the Falklands
40th Anniversary Committee, spoke to
the BBC in January about the anniversary.
“Falkland Islanders are really ready to
commemorate and celebrate the events
of 1982 this year, it’s really a milestone
here in the Falkland Islands.
“People are going to reflect and be so
grateful for what was done here to give
us our liberty and our freedom.”
“We’ve done a lot in the last 40 years,
so we want to mark it with looking
forwards too, and show that all of the
eﬀorts in ‘82 were worth it.”
The second 2022 issue of the Falkland
Islands Association Newsletter will include
summaries of the events which have
taken place during the 40th Anniversary
Celebrations, as well as accounts from
residents of the Falklands and veterans,
many of whom are anticipated to return
to the Falklands for this milestone
anniversary.

The following list is correct at the time
of going to press. However, there may
be changes and additions as the year
proceeds. The latest information will be
on the FIGO website at
www.falklands.gov.fk

UK Falklands 40th Events (to July)

South Atlantic Medal Association (SAMA)
AGM and Reunion Weekend, April 1 to April
5, Mickleover Hotel, Derby.
SAMA 40th Anniversary Service, April 3,
National Memorial Arboretum.
Departure of Task Force Service, April 5,
Marchwood Barracks.
40th Anniversary Service, April 5, St Pauls
Cathedral.

Unveiling of Falklands Stone Service, June
11, Marchwood Barracks.
42 Commando Royal Marines 40th
Anniversary Event, June 11, Plymouth.
11 Field Squadron Royal Engineers Reunion,
June 11 and June 12, Ripon.
Falklands Memorial
Pangbourne.

Service,

12,

Royal British legion Liberation Day Service,
June 14, National Memorial Arboretum.

HMS Hermes Reunion weekend, April 8 to
April 10, Portsmouth.

Liberation Service, 14 June, Chorley.

Falklands weekend, April 29 to May 1, SYAM
Doncaster.

40th Memorial Service, June 14, Plymouth
Hoe.

Falklands 40, May 14, North West Carlisle.

Hull 40th Anniversary weekend, June 17 to
June 19, Hull.

HMS Broadsword Reunion, May 21, HMS
Drake.
Falklands 40 Commemoration Service, May
25, RNAS Yeovilton
HMS Cardiﬀ Reunion weekend, May 27 to
May 29, Cardiﬀ.
HMS Coventry Reunion weekend, May 28
to May 29, Portsmouth.
HMS Fearless Reunion weekend, May 28
to May 29, Portsmouth.
Falklands Veterans Freedom Parade, May 29,
Gosport.
SAMA Havant Branch Black Tie Dinner, June
4, Havant.
HMS Glamorgan Reunion Weekend, June 4
to June 5, Portsmouth
Sir Galahad, Sir Tristram and LCU Foxtrot 4
Service, June 8, Portsmouth.
Veteran’s Regimental Dinner, June 10,
Marchwood Barracks

SAMA Christchurch Branch 40th Service and
Gala Dinner, June 18, Christchurch.
Parachute Regiment Drumhead Service, June
18, Aldershot Military Cemetery.
Falklands 40 Gala Ball, June 19, Royal
Maritime Club Portsmouth.
SAMA Scotland Branch AGM and Gala
Dinner, June 18.
40th Anniversary Service,
Portsmouth Cathedral.

June

19,

Memorial Service, June 24, Blackpool
Arboretum.
Veterans Parade and Armed Forces Day, June
25, Plymouth.
3 Commando Brigade Air Squadron, 40th
Anniversary Dinner, June 25, RNAS Yeovilton.

Looking Forward at Forty
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The 40th Anniversary - The Falklands calendar to July 2022
April 16 - Community Day
Community Day is when we gather our
most talented artists to showcase their skills
and encourage the public to try their hand at
a variety of crafts.
April 21 - Her Majesty The Queen’s
Birthday Parade
To celebrate the birthday of Her Majesty
The Queen on Thursday 21 April 2022 the
Falkland Islands and Royal Standard flags will
be raised on Victory Green, followed by a 21gun salute.
April 25 - 40th Anniversary of Operation
Paraquet – Liberation of South Georgia
As part of the 40th Anniversary celebrations
the anniversary of the completion of Operation
Paraquet, a subsidiary of the main Operation
Corporate—recapture of the Falkland Islands
from Argentina—was successful, leading to
the island being restored to British control on
25 April 1982.
May 4 - Lt Nick Taylor Memorial Service
Lt Nick Taylor of 800 Naval Air Squadron,
HMS Hermes, died on 4 May 1982 when his
aircraft was shot down over Goose Green.
Every year residents of Goose Green and
the Falkland Islands community gather to
pay their respects in the time-honoured act
of remembrance. For the 40th Anniversary,
Lt Taylor’s family will be in attendance at the
service.
May 14 - 3 Peaks Challenge
An annual event, the 3 peaks challenge is a
yomping/running route that involves tackling
Tumbledown Mountain, Two Sisters and
Mount Longdon before finishing at Moody
Brook, near the old barrack site.
May 21 - Landing Day Memorial Service
On 21 May 1982, British troops were landed
at San Carlos. Overlooking the now tranquil
inlet of San Carlos Water, the cemetery is
constructed in the form of a corral and is
dedicated to “the South Atlantic Task Force
and to the abiding memory of the sailors,
soldiers and airmen who gave their lives and
who have no grave but the sea here beside
the graves of their comrades.”
A service of remembrance is held on 21
May to honour the fallen British Soldiers who
lost their lives at the landing in San Carlos. 14
of the 255 fallen are buried at the San Carlos
Cemetery.
May 21, May 22 - Worldwide Amateur
Radio Link-Up
The Falklands Amateur Radio Club will be
commemorating the 40th anniversary by
setting up and operating on amateur bands
from as many locations as possible across
the islands. Falklands’ stations registering
for the event will use /40 as a suﬃx to their
own callsign. A certificate will be available to
any stations across the world that manage to
contact 1/3 or more of the participating VP8s.
May 25 - Atlantic Conveyor Memorial
Service
A memorial to those lost on the Atlantic
Conveyor during the Falklands War at Cape
Pembroke, featuring a propeller and shaft

aligned on a magnetic bearing of 62 degrees
to indicate the point, 90 miles out to sea,
where the ship sank.
May 27 - The May Ball
An annual event held in the Town Hall. The
May Ball is a rite of passage for teenaged boys
and girls, who have the opportunity to glam
up in their ball gowns and evening suits to
dance the night away, performing traditional
Falkland dances and vying to be crowned May
Queen or Prince Charming.
May 28 (tbc) - South American Charity
Cycle Ride: Colombia – Punta Arenas
This event will be undertaken by Major
Mark Classick, who will be participating in
the South American Charity Cycle Ride from
Cartagena, Colombia to Punta Arenas, Chile.
He will travel to the Falkland Islands to attend
the Goose Green Liberation Day event if
flights permit.
May 29 - Goose Green Liberation Day
Goose Green was the first and longest
battle of the Falklands War. It represented
a fourteen-hour struggle waged by the 2nd
Battalion The Parachute Regiment (2 Para),
against various sub-units of the Argentine
army and air force.
Falkland Islanders who were held prisoner
in the Goose Green Community Hall for almost
seven weeks by the invading Argentine Forces
(115 residents) come together on the 29 May
each year to commemorate those who died
during the battle to liberate the settlement.
June 2 - Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee Beacon Lighting
The Falklands will celebrate another
unique milestone in our history, Her Majesty
The Queen’s 70th year as our Monarch and
Head of the Commonwealth – her Platinum
Jubilee. It is a feat no previous monarch has
achieved. More than 1,500 beacons will be
lit throughout the UK, Channel Islands, Isle of
Man and UK Overseas Territories, and one in
each of the capital cities of Commonwealth
countries in recognition of The Queen’s long
and selfless service.
June 4 - Street Party and Evening Family
Dance for Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee
A street party in Stanley for all ages will
be held to mark Her Majesty The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee followed by a family dance
for members of the community aged 11 and
above, commemorating Her Majesty The
Queen’s 70th year as our Monarch and Head
of the Commonwealth.
June 6 to June 9 - Queen’s Baton Relay
Birmingham 2022 will stage the 16th oﬃcial
Queen’s Baton Relay – an epic journey across
the Commonwealth, with The Queen’s Baton
visiting all 72 nations and territories, reaching
Europe, Africa, Asia, Oceania, the Caribbean
and the Americas. During June the baton will
be in the Falkland Islands.
June 8 - Fitzroy Memorial Service
Fitzroy settlement, on East Falkland, is
home to six memorials associated with the
1982 war. Royal Fleet Auxiliary vessels, Sir

Galahad and Sir Tristram, were bombed in the
waters on 8th June whilst the Welsh Guards
were waiting to disembark, with serious loss
of life.
June 10 - Unveiling of Plaque for Lookout
Gallery and Exhibition Hall
Plaque unveiling followed by canapé
reception for invited guests to the opening
of the new 1982 exhibition at the Dockyard.
Elements of the exhibition will include: the
Invasion, the Task Force, local involvement, a
Wall of Remembrance and a section on posttraumatic stress disorder.
June 11 - Reception and Presentation of
the Freedom of the Falklands Islands to all
South Atlantic Medal Holders
Cross Community representation including
veterans, BFSAI etc for the presentation of the
Freedom of the Falklands to all South Atlantic
Medal Holders by Members of the Legislative
Assembly.The Freedom is to be presented to
the President of the South Atlantic Medal
Association Commodore Jamie Miller CBE RN.
June 12 - HMS Glamorgan Memorial
In 1982 HMS Glamorgan was involved in
the Falklands War during which she engaged
Argentine land forces and protected shipping.
In the last days of the war, Argentine navy
technicians fired a land-based MM-38 Exocet
missile which struck the ship causing damage
and killing 14 of the ship’s company.
June 14 - A public holiday and day of
national commemoration and celebration to
mark the 40th Anniversary of the Liberation
of the Falkland Islands
A thanksgiving service will be held in
Christ Church Cathedral followed by a
ceremony at the Liberation Monument in
front of the Secretariat building. After prayers
the Governor will lay a wreath. Wreaths
will also be laid by MLA Peter Biggs, the
Commander British Forces, oﬃcial FIG guests,
by representatives of the Armed Services,
Veteran associations, and by relatives and
others wishing to do so.
June 15 - Fox Bay Liberation Day
A service of thanksgiving will be held at the
Fox Bay Memorial Cross to commemorate the
liberation of residents of Fox Bay.
June 17 - The Museum at Night
The one night of the year the Museum gives
the public the chance to come and explore
the museum in a diﬀerent light – torchlight!
Either take in the exhibits at leisure or take
part in a treasure hunt, fun for both children
and adults.
June 25 - Armed Forces Day
Armed Forces Day takes place on the last
Saturday each June. The celebrations begin
on Monday 20 June when the Armed Forces
Day flag is raised on buildings and famous
landmarks around the country.
Armed Force Day provides the opportunity
to show support for the Armed Forces
providing a much valued morale boost for the
troops and their families.
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The “Expulsion Myth”

Argentina’s Greatest Historical Falsehood
BRITAIN did not expel an Argentine
population in January 1833 when
Britain re-asserted its sovereignty in the
Falklands. But no piece of Argentine
propaganda has been more successful
than its falsehood that Britain expelled
an “Argentine population” then.
This is known in British circles as the
“Expulsion Myth”. Argentina uses it to
support the spurious argument that selfdetermination belongs to an “expelled
Argentine population” and not the
people who actually live there today.
Argentina has brainwashed its own
citizens into believing this falsehood, and
has used it in many international forums.
Among other historical falsehoods, it
was repeated five times by Argentine
UN representative Dr. Jose Maria Ruda
in a speech to the United Nations in
September 1964. By using such false
history, Argentina obtained UN Resolution
2065 in December 1965, which called
for sovereignty negotiations.
Those
negotiations were still going on when
Argentina invaded, starting the 1982
war. The British Foreign Oﬃce had not
researched the history of the Falklands
properly, and so was not in a position
to contradict this expulsion falsehood.
This disastrous omission contributed
enormously to Argentina’s diplomatic
successes both before and after the
war. In fact, if what we know now about
Falklands history had been known back in
1964, the Falklands War might not have
Below: Port Louis Today, none of the
buildings from 1833 survive. Right:
The old British barracks, at Port Louis,
built in 1843, but now a private house.
Argentines sometimes mistakenly claim
that this was Louis Vernet’s house, but
that is a ruin now some 150 yards away
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taken place at all.
18th Century Claims
Here is what happened. France first
claimed the Falklands in 1764 and
founded Port Louis. In January 1765
Commodore Byron claimed the Falklands
for Britain at the harbour he named Port
Egmont. The British and French garrisons
then both told each other to leave the
Islands.
Spain took over the French settlement
in the Falklands in January 1767. On
10 June 1770 Spain seized Port Egmont
in a surprise attack during peacetime.
War between Britain and Spain was only
averted by the Anglo-Spanish Agreement
of January 1771, known in Britain as the
“Falklands Convention”. Spain was forced
to dissociate itself from its attack on Port
Egmont and to return it to Britain. The
1771 agreement recognised both Britain
and Spain as rival claimants to the entire
Falklands archipelago, but it did not
decide the sovereignty issue; it merely
prevented war at that time.
Britain evacuated its Port Egmont
garrison in 1774 during the reorganisation
forced by the approaching revolution in
Britain’s North American Colonies. But

British and American ships continued to
use the Falklands, mainly for seal hunting.
Spain did not use the Falklands for seal
hunting, and did not introduce a civilian
population; its settlement was just a
garrison and penal settlement. Spain
evacuated this in its entirety in 1811 to
face the revolution in its South American
colonies. That left the Falklands with
no population at all, except visiting seal
hunters, largely British and American. Oil
from seals and whales was widely used in
lamps and was the main lubricant used in
the Industrial Revolution, and the pelts of
fur seals were valuable.
Argentina Involved
After a failed attempt in 1824, a small
Argentine settlement was established in
the Falklands in June 1826. Its founder
was Louis Vernet, an immigrant to
Argentina, born in Hamburg, where his
family were French Huguenot refugees.
In 1829, Argentina publicly made the
Falklands into an administrative division
known as a “Comandancia” on 10 June
- the same date as the Spanish attack
in 1770. This led to a British diplomatic
protest. Argentina appointed Vernet as
unpaid commandant, but he told Britain’s

The Expulsion Myth

Ruins of the warehouse and boat dock at Port Egmont, where Commodore Byron claimed the Falklands for Britain on the 21st
January 1765. Spain captured Port Egmont with a surprise attack in peacetime on the 10th June 1770, but had to return it to
Britain in 1771 under threat of war
minister in Buenos Aires that he would the United States failed in August 1832, took refuge on a British sealing vessel,
have no objection to British sovereignty, and American envoy Francis Baylies the Rapid, that was in the Falklands for
as long as his property was respected. He left Argentina that September, severing repair at the time. The mutineers were
sent a similar message to Britain in 1831 diplomatic relations with Argentina for caught by some gauchos, and crewmen
via a visiting British ship’s captain.
the next 11 years. Vernet did not want from a French whaling vessel that arrived
Vernet’s settlement was always in to return to the Falklands then, so on 10 by chance during the mutiny. The
financial diﬃculties. In 1831, he tried September Argentina appointed a former arrested mutineers were held in irons on
to improve his situation by seizing three French oﬃcer, Etienne Mestivier, serving the Rapid.
American sealing vessels, aiming to take in the Argentine army, as a temporary
Weeks passed and the remainder of
over this lucrative business for himself. commandant. This provoked another the garrison feared that the Sarandí
He did not molest British vessels – he had British protest dated 28 September 1832. had been lost. So they chartered the
been warned in 1830 not to do so. He
Mestivier sailed from Buenos Aires in Rapid on 29 December to take them
took one of the American ships to Buenos a small Argentine warship, the Sarandi, all back to Argentina. It was due to sail
Aires for trial (alleging illegal sealing). He captained by Jose Maria Pinedo, on 23 on 31 December 1832 - but the Sarandí
hoped all three would be confiscated and September. With him went a garrison of returned to Port Louis on 30 December
become his property. Instead it led to his 26 soldiers, with their 11 women and 8 and Pinedo countermanded the order for
ruin. He never returned to the Falklands. children. They reached the Falklands on the Rapid to sail.
The Americans did not recognise 6 October 1832. So the British protest of
Britain reacts
any sovereignty in the Falklands, and 28 September was made before Mestivier
Alarmed by news of the raid by the USS
considered that Vernet had committed and his handful of troops even reached Lexington, the British Government had
piracy. So the US warship Lexington sailed the Falklands. Argentine criminals were ordered the Admiralty to send a warship
to the Falklands and broke up Vernet’s often sentenced to service in the army, to visit the Falklands every year to uphold
settlement over the New Year 1831-2. Its and this garrison included several.
Britain’s sovereignty claim and prevent
captain arrested several of Vernet’s men
After landing Mestivier and the any foreign forces establishing themselves
for piracy, and persuaded most of the garrison, the Sarandi went on a patrol there. The British Government was much
European and Argentine settlers to leave. around the Falklands, clashing with more concerned about the possibility of
But most of Vernet’s gauchos, who he another American sealing vessel, the American forces than about Argentine
considered to be just employees rather Sun. While it was away, on 30 November forces. HMS Clio was the first ship, and
than potential land owners, remained. 1832, the garrison mutinied, murdered was followed three weeks later by HMS
So did three of his black indentured Mestivier, and then rampaged through Tyne. Captain Onslow of the Clio raised
labourers (slaves).
the tiny settlement, causing chaos and the British flag again at Port Egmont,
Negotiations between Argentina and plundering the houses. Several residents which was deserted, on 20 December
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1832. Onslow then sailed to Port Louis
arriving on 2 January 1833. He found
the Sarandi there and ordered Pinedo to
leave and to take the garrison away.
Pinedo sailed on 4 January 1833 taking
the garrison and their dependants.
The Rapid left the next day taking the
mutineers in irons. In Buenos Aires
seven of them were shot by firing squad
for the murder of Mestivier. Three others
were disciplined – two were severely
flogged and had their period of service
in the Argentine army extended. This
mutinous garrison was the only group
expelled. It had been there just less than
three months. They were clearly not
genuine residents, and if the Sarandi had
returned just three days later they would
have already gone. The British protest
at the appointment of Mestivier clearly
covered the handful of troops that went
with him, and had been made before
they even reached the Falklands. Despite
this, Argentina has tried to make Britain’s
action look like “ethnic cleansing”. That is
the “Expulsion Myth”.
The truth is that Britain only expelled
the mutinous, murderous, and recently
arrived garrison. Captain Onslow of the
Clio had specific orders not to molest the
handful of civilians, some of whom were
gauchos, skilled horsemen engaged in
hunting the wild cattle which had been
introduced in the previous century. Their
skill had enabled Vernet to supply fresh
meat to vessels coming round Cape Horn.
Without them, that would cease. So
Onslow tried to persuade them all to stay
– and most did. The only gaucho who
chose to leave was the Uruguayan Mateo
Gonzalez (with his partner Marica). The
Brazilian gaucho Joaquin Acuna went too
(together with his partner Juana). As far
as Britain was concerned he too went
of his own free will. But Vernet later
described him as a “slacker”, and praised
one of his own men for removing him.
Two more gauchos had been removed by
Pinedo as “idle” and “incorrigible”. They
had been put on the Sarandi before it had
left on its patrol. Their departure had
nothing to do with Britain – they were
removed by Argentina.
Pinedo wrote an account of it all when
he got back to Buenos Aires. He recorded
three “foreigners” leaving – he clearly
thought they did not qualify as genuine
residents. Two of them were Juan Quedy
and Jose Viel. They were not part of
Vernet’s operation, and nothing is known
about them - they had probably arrived
on the Sarandi. Another was a Galician
seaman, Francisco Freire. He had been
in the Falklands throughout 1832. He
would clearly not have been forced to
leave. Pinedo also listed a “prisoner”,
Maximo Warnes. He was probably the
first inmate for the prison that Argentina
intended to establish in the Falklands. He
must have come with the garrison and
left with them. Pinedo made it clear that
none of the genuine residents had been
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Another shot of the ruins at Port Egmont
forced to go. However, a “distressed”
British seaman, Charles Brasier, was taken
onboard the Clio at his own request,
and Onslow took an American seaman,
William Drake, on board too. He was seen
as an “improper” person to be in the
Falklands. This left twenty-two civilians
in the Falklands, including nine gauchos
and three women, two of whom were
Vernet’s black indentured labourers. One
of these black women had children, who
left in the 1850s.
Vernet’s men return
Representatives of Vernet returned
to the Falklands in March 1833 and reestablished his operation – and his poor
treatment of the gauchos. This led to
an outburst of violence by a few of the
gauchos on 26 August that year over a pay
dispute. Five of Vernet’s top men were
murdered. Two of these were Argentine.
One was Vernet’s clerk Ventura Pasos,
who was a relative of Vernet’s wife and
also nephew to the prominent Argentine
politician Jose Pasos. The other was
Juan Simon, Vernet’s Argentine capataz,
or gaucho foreman, who Pinedo had
appointed as Argentine commandant
there (although he never acted as such).
Another was Anton Vaihinger, a German,
who was trusted by Vernet. But two
others were British: Vernet’s head man
Mathew Brisbane and Vernet’s storekeeper William Dickson.
Argentine
nationalists concentrate on them and
have portrayed the murders as an antiBritish uprising by Argentine gauchos
against Britain. However, all the victims
were working for Vernet and therefore
Argentina - not Britain. And only one
of the murderers (Antonio Rivero) was
Argentine. The others were a Chilean, a
Uruguayan and five Charrua Indians from
Uruguay. Vernet himself regarded the
murders as mere crimes, not patriotism,
and this view is shared by most Argentine
historians. In fact the Argentine History
Academy ruled in 1966 that the murders
were simply crimes and were not
directed against Britain. Those murders
crippled Vernet’s operation, which was
the principal basis of Argentina’s claim
to the Falklands. Nevertheless, the false
idea of Rivero as a hero who rebelled
against Britain has become yet another
firmly-established myth in Argentina,
and like the Expulsion Myth, it has been
repeatedly used by Argentina at the

United Nations.
Britain returns
British ships returned to the Falklands
in 1834, arrested the murderers, and the
Falklands have been British ever since except during the Argentine occupation
in 1982.
The handful of survivors of Vernet’s
operation lived on in the Falklands.
Vernet received compensation for his
property, mainly his horses, in 1858. And
the last of his settlers died in 1871 in
Stanley.
Argentina dropped its claim to the
Falklands in 1850 when the Convention
of Peace (following the Parana War)
annulled all outstanding problems. But
Argentina tried to revive it again in 1884,
after it had occupied the mainland coast
opposite. Argentina’s current campaign
began during the Second World War
as it tried to take advantage of Britain’s
diﬃculties then.
The Expulsion Myth at the UN
Argentina has used the Expulsion
Myth to mislead the United Nations
into passing several Resolutions calling
for sovereignty negotiations. One was
Resolution 2065 in December 1965,
which led to sovereignty negotiations.
Another was 31/49 in December 1976.
That forbade unilateral action by either
Britain or Argentina. Argentina cites
this nowadays to criticise British activity
in the Falklands. But Argentina broke
31/49 disgracefully when it invaded the
Falklands in 1982. It broke it again in 1994
when it put its claim to the Falklands into
its 1994 constitution. It broke it yet again
in 2009 when, under Argentine law, it put
the Falklands into the Province of Tierra
del Fuego.
Now Argentina repeatedly calls
for a “peaceful negotiated solution”.
However, with its claim now enshrined in
its Constitution that “solution” could only
be a complete handover of the Falklands
to Argentina – against the will of the
Islanders.
Further information and a bibliography
is contained in Falklands Facts & Fallacies
by Graham Pascoe, which is about to
appear in a second edition.
The Falkland Islands Association exists
to ensure that the Islanders have the
right to choose their own future, and
not be bullied into becoming part of
Argentina.

Remembrance

Remembrance sculptures
installed around Stanley
METAL sculptures were erected on the
greens in front of the cemetery on either
side of the Cross of Sacrifice and in front
of the Christ Church Cathedral on October
29, their appearance representing
silhouettes of British WWI soldiers, or
‘Tommies.’
Captain Chris Locke, Chair of the RBL
Falklands Branch, explained the concept
of the installation. “It was created by
Dan Barton, who has set up a number of
installations in the UK which have raised
significant funds for the Royal British
Legion.”
Dan remembered watching the images
of the Falklands War on television, “and
was keen to create a special installation
for the Islands.”
“During 2022 we hope to have 258
in the Islands. These will represent the
liberating forces and locals who lost their
lives in the conflict. 103 is the number of
years since the signing of the Armistice
that ended the First World War. There are
also 77 Poppy wreaths; 77 representing
the number of years since the D-Day
Landings. The silhouettes will be returned
to Dan at the end of next year’s 40th
Anniversary.”
Captain Locke said that the process of
installation took “just under five hours”
and that he had two main concerns.
“First was how to position the
silhouettes without interfering with the
Remembrance Day Parade participants
and spectators.

“My second concern was potentially
harder to overcome. Each silhouette is
secured into the ground by two metal
rods extending about two feet from their
base. To position and slot them into the
ground two holes had to be drilled into
the soil up to a depth of over two feet.
It was not until we un-crated the boxes
to access the drills and drill bits, that we
were able to determine if the holes could
be drilled. Pleased to say no rocks were
found.”
The installation will be on display
until the end of November, said Captain
Locke, after which he, “would like to see
some of the silhouettes taken into Camp
and placed in appropriate positions. In
particular, the mountains around Stanley
and then further out in Camp including
Goose Green, San Carlos, and Fitzroy.”
Right: Tommy Silhouettes outside the
Christ Church Cathedral in Stanley.
Below: The volunteers who erected the
silhouettes and wreaths on October 29.
Bottom: Silhouttes and wreaths in front
of the cemetery and near the Cross of
Sacrifice in Stanley.

17

Remembrance

Overseas Territories Contributions
marked at Cenotaph in London
THE contributions of the Overseas
Territories in wartime were marked at
the National Service of Remembrance
for the first time on November 14, where
MLA Barkman and representatives
and politicians from other Overseas
Territories laid wreaths at the Cenotaph
in London.
The ceremony was attended by several
members of the Royal Family, Prime
Minister Boris Johnson, Labour Leader
Keir Starmer, Leader of the House of
Commons, former Prime Ministers, the
Mayor of London, High Commissioners
of other Commonwealth Countries, and
representatives of the armed forces.
Following the service, MLA Barkman
attended a reception at the Union Jack
Club, a club “for all serving and ex-serving
military personnel of Her Majesty’s
Armed Forces and families” with
members of the South Atlantic Medal
Association 82 (SAMA82). Later in the
day she attended the Royal British Legion
Festival of Remembrance.

Top right: MLA Barkman with other
representatives from the British
Overseas Territories before the wreath
laying at the Cenotaph, London. Right:
MLA Barkman with veterans of 1982.
Photos: FIG Representative to UK and
Europe Twitter

Falkland Islands Representative
marks century of Remembrance
ON November 11 Richard Hyslop joined
the Speaker of the House of Commons at
the planting of the first ever ‘Constituency
Garden of Remembrance’ in London.
When complete, the garden will contain
a Remembrance stake representing
each of the 650 UK Parliamentary
constituencies, the 54-member countries
of the Commonwealth, and the 14 British
Overseas Territories.
The House of Commons Speaker,
Sir Lindsay Hoyle, said he hoped the
temporary garden, devised to mark 100
years of Remembrance, “would be a
fitting reminder of the sacrifices made by
constituents from all UK Constituencies,
Commonwealth countries, and British
Overseas Territories.”
At an inaugural ceremony in New
Palace Yard, the Speaker led the planting

18

of Remembrance stakes. Richard Hyslop
followed, planting his tribute from the
Falkland Islands, along with British MPs,
Ministers and representatives from
the Commonwealth and other British
Overseas Territories who attended the
service.
Sir Lindsay said he hoped that by
Remembrance Day on November 11,
the garden would boast more than 700
tributes, each bearing a handwritten
message of thanks.
Richard Hyslop said: “This new
initiative from the House of Commons
Speaker is a welcome addition to the UK’s
Remembrance period, and it is wholly
appropriate that the contribution of the
Overseas Territories is also recognised.
The Falkland Islands made a significant
contribution to both World Wars, with

Falklands Representative Hyslop
22 Islanders giving their lives in the First
World War and 24 in the Second World
War. “

Remembrance

Battle Day commemorated with
dignified ceremony in Stanley
THE annual parade and remembrance
service to commemorate Battle Day
took place on December 8 at the Battle
Day memorial in Stanley, attended by
residents, local government, HE The
Governor, representatives of the armed
forces and the veterans associations. On
parade was a detachment of the Falkland
Islands Defence Force (FIDF) and Standard
Bearers of the Veterans Associations.
The national holiday and remembrance
parade commemorate the battle
between British and German naval forces
in Falklands waters on December 8, 1914,
which saw 1,981 killed.
Wreaths were laid by HE The Governor
Nigel Phillips, Commander of the British
Forces South Atlantic Islands (CBFSAI)
Commodore Lett, MLA Peter Biggs,
representatives of scouting youth groups,
and representatives of the Royal Marines
Association of the Falkland Islands.
Among the wreath layers was John
Smith, who laid a wreath on behalf of the
Royal Marines Association FI to mark the

45th anniversary of the Royal Marines
being awarded the Freedom of Stanley,
which was proposed by Mr Smith when
he was a member of the Legislative
Assembly.

Above (left to right): CBF Commodore
Lett, HE The Governor, MLA Biggs,
WO2 Chris Lewis RM - Governor’s
Aide De Camp, Reverend Ian Faulds.
Below: Wreath bearers of the Veterans
Associations

Above left: The detachment of the FIDF led by
Major Justin McPhee. Bottom left, clockwise:
The Battle Day Memorial guarded by
seamen from the HMS Forth, HE The
Governor Phillips lays a wreath, members
of the RMA lay wreaths

Above: Wreath bearers from the Cubs
and Scouts groups.
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The Falkland Fritillary

The Falkland Islands’ only resident butterfly
The Falkland fritillary, Yramea cytheris,
is the only butterfly known to live out its
entire life cycle on the Falkland Islands.
Some migratory butterflies turn up
towards the end of summer, for example
the Brazilian and southern painted
ladies, and there is still uncertainty about
the status of the enigmatic "Falkland
blue", knowledge of which is based
on scant historical reports and a single
photograph. But the Falkland fritillary,
sometimes called the Queen of the
Falklands fritillary, is the only full-time
resident.
I first saw one on a fishing trip shortly
after my arrival in the islands, a bright
orange flash hurtling past me in a brisk
southwesterly. I later found a paper
by an early twentieth century visitor
to the Islands, Rupert Vallentin, which
encapsulated my thoughts at the time:
"I have often wondered how such an
apparently delicate insect manages to
exist in such a wind-swept locality".
I was very fortunate that I had recently
retired when Falklands Conservation
approached Buglife, the invertebrate
conservation trust, to ask if they knew
of anyone who might take forward
research on the Falkland fritillary. Buglife
contacted Butterfly Conservation, who
contacted me. Not long afterwards, with
considerable support along the way from
Bournemouth University, the Shackleton
Scholarship Fund, the South Atlantic
Environmental Research Institute (SAERI),
and many, many Falkland Islanders, I
began a PhD which has begun to provide
some answers to Vallentin's question.
Let's face it, the Falkland Islands really
aren't the sort of place where you'd
expect to find a small, delicate butterfly.
So what is it, how did it get there, and
how does it survive?
Yramea cytheris is not just a Falkland
Islands butterfly. Known in Spanish as
Ana del sur, "Anna of the south", it is
found in Latin America from Santiago in
Chile right down to Tierra del Fuego. It
has a strong claim to being the world's
most southerly butterfly species. The
first known specimen was captured in
the Falkland Islands, and described and
named in 1773 by Dru Drury, whose
family, coincidentally, have lived in
my home village of Corfe Castle for
generations.
The first step was to check what we
were dealing with: a single species;
two separate species, Latin American
and Falkland Islands; or a single species
comprising two sub-species, the currently
accepted position. I compared three
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separate DNA sequences from each of the
Latin America and the Falklands samples.
It soon became clear that the sequences
from all samples were so similar that
there was no genetic justification for
anything other than a single species. The
commonest genetic pattern, in 80% of
samples, was found in both populations.
The answer to "how did it get there?"
is almost certainly that the Falklands
population was blown across from Latin
America by the strong prevailing southwesterly winds, and finding a suitable
food plant for the larvae, the common
violet Viola maculata. Whether that was
the result of a single introduction, or
whether the population was replenished
from time to time by new migrants, is
something that still needs investigating.
While DNA showed little variation,
the size and shape of butterflies did.
Latin American butterflies, both male

and female, had longer wings than their
Falklands counterparts, as well as having
a shorter, wider shape for a given area.
This points to a possible answer to
"how does it survive?" In a windy island
environment, smaller, narrower wings
give an advantage in making butterflies
less likely to blow out to sea. To further
reduce the possibility, butterflies stay
closer to the ground, and have a restricted
range: the average distance that those I
marked flew between captures was 26m.
Flying high in the air, and travelling a long
distance from a colony, would be poor
strategies for survival in windy conditions.
To investigate the butterfly's ability to
resist strong winds further, I looked at the
shape of the claws of butterflies from four
sites in the Falklands with varying levels
of exposure to the wind. As might be
predicted, the butterflies forming a small
colony on an exposed, windswept site

Viola maculata, the common violet, is the food plant for the larvae
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had more sharply curved claws, which
would aid gripping vegetation, than those
on pasture with plenty of shelter. There
was a pleasing, if not entirely convincing
statistically, correlation across all sites
between the average wind speed and the
shape of the claw.
The fritillary is on the wing from
November to February, a very long time
in comparison with most other nontropical butterflies, which mostly fly for
only a few weeks. This is another strategy
which maximises its chances of survival
in the face of variable weather conditions
and the unpredictable emergence of its
favoured nectaring plants, particularly
Christmas bush and groundsel. Individual
adult butterflies only live, on average,
for three to five days, with the females
lasting longer than the males, and it
is very noticeable that many more are
visible when there are a lot of nectar
plants in bloom.
The simple answer, therefore, to the
question about the Falkland fritillary's
survival, is "evolution". It does not stray
far from where its egg was laid, which
limits its risk of blowing away from its
colony; its wings and claws have adapted

to enable it to resist strong winds; and
it has a long time frame in which to
emerge, so that the chances of at least
some butterflies having access to nectar,
which the female needs to enable her to
search for suitable larval host plants, is
good.
The Falkland fritillary is a wonderful
insect to have on the Island, but its
future is precarious. It exists in small
colonies, often a considerable distance
from each other. Any colony could easily
become extinct for a range of reasons.
The Falkland Islands Government has
listed it as a species of concern, and it is
a protected species in the Islands, as its
foodplant, the common violet. A greater
understanding of its biology and ecology
will help identify measures necessary
to conserve it. I hope my work can play
some part in ensuring the butterfly's
survival.
My PhD, which contains an outline
species action plan based on my
findings, is available at http://eprints.
bournemouth.ac.uk/34977/ or https://
ethos.bl.uk/OrderDetails.do?uin=uk.
bl.ethos.821392.
© Nigel Haywood 2021

Joint Ministerial Council hears MLA
Barkman on environmental issues
“THE most engaging Joint Ministerial
Council I’ve been involved with” was how
Member of Legislative Assembly Teslyn
Barkman described her meeting in the
UK in early November 2021, “and more
encouraging to see the environment
heralded as the first topic for discussion.”
“Climate resilience was a topic
throughout the week and the UK overseas
territories (OTs) rallied to highlight
concerns and opportunities, such as
the need to look at funding structures
so more bespoke and beneficial funding
can be made available. Reminding the UK
that we don’t have the weight of DEFRA
sized departments behind us but that we
want to be ambitious and tackle serious
issues with support from them when it’s
needed.”
MLA Barkman said: “I made
representations for OTs on ocean health,
climate
adaptation,
safeguarding,
trade opportunities, and the UK/OT
relationship. I followed these up with
some bilateral meetings and momentum
was built on to firm up support.”
She said there was willingness to roll
up sleeves “and learn more about our
concerns and opportunities. And a firm
recognition that we are a UK family who
wish to take on matters together and
make each other stronger as a result.”
The Falklands team at the JMC was
Falklands Representative in London

Michael Betts, Nikki Wilks, Teslyn Barkman and Richard Hyslop ready to meet HRH
The Duke of Cambridge
Richard Hyslop, Deputy Representative
Michael Betts and MLA Teslyn Barkman.
One of the Falkland Islands Junior
Ambassadors, Nikki Wilks, attended the

JMC with other young people from across
the OTs to meet with HRH The Duke of
Cambridge.
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Residents demonstrate
for Climate Justice

ENVIRONMENTALISTS gathered at the
Stanley public jetty on November 6 for
the “Global Day of Action for Climate
Justice.”
While representatives of various global
governments met in Glasgow for the
COP26 talks on the Environment Falklands
residents gathered on the public jetty to
make known their concerns about the
environment and encourage action in the
Falkland Islands.
Attendees discussed what action they
would like to see and chanted to passing
vehicles, the two main chants being a
call and response of “what do we want?
Climate justice! When do we want it?
Now!” and a rhythmic “no more coal, no
more oil, keep your carbon in the soil!”
Mark McLeod, one of the organisers
said it was a way “to demand more
action from MLAs” and that as others had
demonstrated around the world to push
for climate action they wanted “to join
them and show our support.”
On what they would hope to see in
terms of action Mark McLeod said “I’d
like to see ways the government can
implement more infrastructure for
renewable energy.”
He added that he had hope for habitat
restoration and activities like tussac
planting, which both sequester carbon
and are “perfect for providing habitats
for endemic species here.”
Marc Bundy said he would like to see
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individuals live, “a more basic life.”
“Everybody’s protective of their
children and they want the best for them,
but nobody thinks about the future of
their children in the next 40, 50, years.”
William Hendy said another diﬀerence
could be made by individuals through
increased reuse and recycling of various
goods.
William added that by recycling and
reselling clothes, or cycling to work
instead of driving, individuals can
both make a positive change for the
environment and save money.
On
this
Mark
McLeod
said
“communication between government
and companies,” as well as organisations
such as Falklands Conservation, the
South Atlantic Environmental Research
Institute (SAERI) and British Antarctic
Survey (BAS), could make a diﬀerence in
the Falklands.
“If we can get all these people to
communicate and work together then I
think that’s the way forward in terms of
reaching that carbon neutral goal.”
Asked what their response would be
to individuals who say that the Falklands
are too small to make a major diﬀerence,
and that local environmental eﬀorts are
without merit, Mark McLeod said “we
are a small place in the world, but so
what? I think we can be a big example
to the world in terms of those sort of
[environmental] goals.

“If we can do it here then maybe
we can inspire others. If they can see a
small island is doing this much for the
environment, then [they might say] why
can’t we?”
Above: The demonstration in
progress. Below, hand made signs call
for action, and a demonstrator dresses
as an albatross, one of the many seabirds
potentially aﬀected by Climate Change.
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COP26 hosts Overseas Territories
for climate change discussions

Above: “Our Vision for Healthy Oceans” panel of Overseas Territories representatives at COP26. Bottom right: Dr Tara Pelembe, deputy Director of Innovation at SAERI, speaks at the panel. Photos: UK Overseas Territories Association.
Representatives from the British
Overseas Territories have attended the
COP26 events, and a short film - featuring
speakers from the Falkland Islands and
other territories - has been launched to
explain the vulnerability of the Overseas
Territories (OTs) to climate change.
“The United Kingdom and its overseas
territories constitute the worlds
fifth largest marine estate,” the film
begins, before going onto highlight the
biodiversity included in the OTs and how
increased storm activity, sea level rise,
ocean acidity increase and other climate
change impacts have a disproportionately
greater impact on OTs and their wildlife.
Dr Andrea Clausen, Director of
Natural Resources, features in the short
film, stating “We are working towards
designating our first Marine Managed
Areas in order to protect our valuable
biodiversity.
“We support scientific research

and provide a critical gateway for the
Antarctic and South Atlantic in order to
better understand the environmental
challenges we face and the resources
needed to adapt to Climate Change.”
Dr Esther Bertram, CEO of Falklands
Conservation, said the general election
and COP26 discussions occurring
so close together “seems almost a
fated opportunity for the Falklands
environment.”
She continued, “The event might be
happening over 8,000 miles away in
Glasgow, but the Falkland Islands can and
must take part in this global discussion.”
Dr Bertram called for MLAs to
“combat” the eﬀects of climate change
on the Falklands “by committing to
5 key aspects in the next Island Plan:
commitment to restoring more than half
of the Falklands peatlands, commitments
to environmentally sustainable economic
development legislating a new biosecurity

policy; and, of course, committing to a
Net Zero carbon goal.”
On November 5 the UK OTs, minus
the Falklands as the election was still
ongoing, pledged, “to work with the UK
Government to develop Territory-led
actions that tackle the specific challenges
climate change poses for each of us, to
use our oceans and natural resources
sustainably, for the benefit of current and
future generations, and to take action
to protect and restore our biodiversity.
Also to work with others in a spirit
of cooperation to secure meaningful
outcomes from COP26 that will make a
tangible diﬀerence.”
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Search resumes for
The Falklands Maritime Heritage Trust
announced in January the resumption
of the search for Ernest Shackleton’s
Endurance, which lies in deep water
beneath the ice of the Weddell Sea. A
hundred years after his death Shackleton
is still big news and media outlets around
the world were quick to pick up on the
story. Marine Archaeologist and Islander
Mensun Bound is the expedition’s
Director of Exploration. He is on record
as saying that this is the greatest wreck
hunt ever. Penguin News spoke to him
about the Maritime Heritage Trust and
the search for the Endurance.
MB: The Trust was formed to oversee
the search for Admiral von Spee’s flagship
Scharnhorst which, as everybody in the
Islands knows, was lost during the Battle
of the Falklands in December 1914.
Following the success of that search the
Trust just went from strength to strength.
We felt that we had accrued valuable
experience in deep-ocean search-andsurvey that should not be lost.
The Chairman of the Trust is former
governor Donald Lamont, he is the
powerhouse behind it all. And then,
along with myself as a Trustee, there is
Bill Featherstone a banker and long time
friend of the Falklands, and Saul Pitaluga,
who needs no introduction. But the
core is actually wider and includes the
logistics expert John Shears who used to
be with BAS, and Nico Vincent of Deep
Ocean Search, one of the world’s leading
oceanographic engineers. More recently
we brought on Dan Snow and his team
to handle media, because if we find the
Endurance it will be, as Dan says, the
history event of the year, and we need
somebody with his skills to speak to
the world and tell the story. He will be
streaming live from the ship so it should
be easy for anybody who is interested
to follow what is happening. The new
initiative is called Endurance22 and can
be found at https://endurance22.org
So what went wrong in 2019? And
why shouldn’t it happen again?
MB: Yes, it is true that last time it all
came crashing down and I had to return
to England with my tail between my legs,
but actually, for a while everything was
going very well indeed. Although our ship
was trapped a couple of times in the ice,
we eventually always managed to break
free and, more importantly, to bludgeon
our way through the ice until we reached
the search area at the very heart of the
Weddell Sea pack. And we even managed
to deploy our Autonomous Underwater
Vehicles (AUVs) and get them down to
the seabed 3000 meters below. I had
defined a search area of 107 square
nautical miles and we actually covered
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Shackleton’s Endurance

well over half that area before something
went wrong and the vehicle simply never
turned up for one of its programmed,
‘handshakes’ in which we interrogate it,
check its payload systems and issue any
new navigational instructions that might
be needed.
There were a number of things that
could have gone wrong but I think, for
whatever reason, it released its ballast,
aborted its mission and returned to
the surface where it became trapped
beneath the ice, a dead zone in which
we had neither acoustic nor satellite
communications. The bit that eats at
me is that we might have found the
Endurance but just don’t know it.
What is there to prevent this
happening again?
MB: We have learned some hard
lessons. This time we will be using
diﬀerent methodologies and a completely
diﬀerent type of submersible. The new
vehicles, especially made by Saab of
Sweden, are called ‘Sabertooths’. These
are the most advanced subsea searchand-survey vehicles in the world. The
main diﬀerence is that they will be linked
to the surface with over three km of fibreoptic tether which will allow us to follow
their progress in real time and, if there is
another technological miscarriage as in
2019, we will know where to find them.
We not only have the most advanced
kit in the world but also a crack team of
technicians and scientists. There are over
60 people on the ship and they have all
been hand-picked for their knowledge,
skills and experience. Obviously it will still
be a challenge, but if this team can’t find
the Endurance then nobody can.
You mention challenges, what are the
most daunting of these?
MB: Last time the main challenge was
breaking through the pack to reach, what
Shackleton himself called, ‘the worst

part of the worst sea in the world’. We
were not certain we could do it. With
‘Endurance22’ (which began on February
5) we will be using the same ice breaker
(Agulhas II), the same skipper (Knowledge
Bengu) and the same ice skipper (Freddie
Ligthelm), so with this ship and these
people, I know we can reach the spot.
My main concern this time – at least
from my point of view - is the technology.
It is so new and advanced that we don’t
really know how robust it will be in such
extreme conditions. The AUVs which we
had before we knew inside out; with
the new Sabertooths I feel we are still,
to some extent, in the getting-to-knowyou phase of our relationship. We tested
them rigorously several months ago, but
I still can’t help being a little worried.
And then there are things that happen,
circumstances if you like, that I cannot
control any more than I can control the
ice. Things that just come out of nowhere
and whack you.
Any other worries?
MB: Yes, time. We only have 12 days
on site, which is incredibly tight and our
backs are right up against the Antarctic
winter. As always we will be working
night and day, but even so, to cover the
search area, all the equipment and team
will have to operate at a very high level of
eﬃciency. And if we have to operate from
camps on the ice, then it is imperative
that the weather holds as we will have
to erect derricks for the ice drills, and the
two helicopters we are taking with us will
have to be running constantly. And we
can cannot do that in white-outs or on
floes in which the ice isn’t firm. When
the weather is fine in Antarctica it is
breathtakingly beautiful; but when it
turns on you it can be absolutely brutal.
There is nowhere more hostile on earth.
People are just not meant to be there.
And what if you find her, what
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Shackleton’s ship

happens then?
MB: The wreck and its debris field
will be mapped photogrammetrically
but also we will be using laser cameras
to complete millimetre-accurate 3D
computer models. From these we will
be able to create physical 3D models for
display in the Falklands Museum and
elsewhere. I have to stress that our work
will be non-intrusive and that nothing –
but nothing – will be touched or removed.
This is archaeology, not some smash-andgrab, help-yourself, bring-‘em-back-alive
expedition.
What about the pandemic, is that
something that could scupper the
project?
MB: I cant pretend it isn’t a big
concern. But if the situation deteriorates
significantly we can always roll everything
over into next year as we have made
a provisional booking with the South
African authorities who operate the ship
in case anything goes wrong.
Let’s turn to Shackleton, explain his
links to the Falklands.
MB: Shackleton had actually been
intending to visit the Falklands for coal
and supplies on his way south, but in
the end he was advised against this
because von Spee’s raiders, in particular
the Dresden, were on the loose, and
obviously the Falklands were a potential
target. So instead he went direct to
South Georgia after leaving the Plate.
Shackleton first arrived in the Falklands
on 31 May, 1916, when he turned up in
the whale catcher Southern Sky following
his first failed attempt to rescue his 22
men on Elephant Island. He came here
to get help and communicate with the
UK because he knew we had a radio
station here. He sent a report on what
had happened to the Endurance and his
team, and the next day it was all over the
front pages. It was from the Falklands
that the Shackleton legend was born.
The ice breaker Agulhas II

His next visit was on the 24 June, 1916,
when he returned to the Falklands on
the Uruguayan fishing trawler Instituto
de Pesca Numero 1 following his second
failed attempt to rescue the marooned
men.
His third visit was with the Chilean
auxiliary-schooner Emma on 3 August,
1916, following his third failed relief of
the Elephant Island party. By this time
Shackleton was absolutely desperate
and Frank Worsley (captain of the
Endurance) who was with him wrote how
he was ‘beating up Port William into Port
Stanley’ with Shackleton in ‘the depths
of despair’. At that time The Boss was a
teetotaller but then, wrote Worsley, ‘for
the first time in three years I saw him take
a glass of whiskey. He was unaccustomed
to it and it aﬀected him at once.’ After
this Shackleton was drinking more than
he should. Just as you can say that it was
from the Falklands that the Shackleton
legend was born, you could also say, at
a stretch, that it was the Falklands that
drove him to drink.
Finally, you have said that there is a
personal dimension to the hunt for the
Endurance?
MB: Well, yes, but extremely tenuous.
My mother was a Biggs and the Biggs
family used to run the old First & Last
at the bottom of Hebe Street where
Brian Summers now has his house.
Frank Worsley and Tom Crean (Captain
and Second Oﬃcer of the Endurance)
stayed there. Shackleton was a guest at
Government House during his first two
visits, but after he fell out with Governor
Young, I think he may also have gone
there. The best photo we have of the
three of them in Port Stanley was taken
outside the First & Last.
As with, I think, most families in
the Falklands back then, mine were
Shackleton rather than Scott fans. My
father had an old framed picture of

Worsley which I now have. And I still have
Webster Smith’s Sir Ernest Shackleton
which was a Sunday School attendance
‘prize book’ from the Cathedral when
I was seven or eight. Later, when my
mother started Boundbooks on John
Street, she had Lansing’s Endurance on
her shelves. It was a huge best-seller and
the Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey
used to buy it from her by the box load.
It made a huge impression on me, and
I still recommend it as a good downhill
read to anybody wanting to know more
about the Endurance expedition.
Later, when Lord (‘Eddie’) Shackleton
(Sir Ernest’s son) came to the Falklands,
I was his driver. I used to pick him up in
my old Series 1 at Government House,
drive him to wherever he had to be,
wait for him and then drive him back to
Government House. More’s the pity, but
I can hardly remember a thing we spoke
about; but he must have remembered
me because years later he invited me to
become a Trustee of the Falkland Islands
Foundation. I remember being totally
awestruck when sitting between him and
Sir Peter Scott at meetings in the Natural
History Museum. I was just a scruﬀy
student at the time and didn’t dare open
my mouth, but I kept thinking how much
their fathers disliked each other, and
yet there they were, the best of friends,
dealing with Falklands matters.
Even today in Stanley it is hard to
escape Shackleton. My kitchen abuts the
east end of the Cathedral so I am just ten
yards from the Shackleton family flag,
and every morning when I throw open
my curtains, the first thing I see directly
opposite is the word ‘ENDURANCE’ writ
large in stone on the other side of the
harbour. This, of course, was left not by
the original Endurance, but by the naval
survey ship that was named after her. So
yes, I suppose I could say the Shackleton
saga is something that haunts me a little.

Frank Wild looks on at the wreck of the Endurance

25

News

Piece of Falkland Islands history to
return after successful auction

A Union Flag from the Falkland Islands
Admiralty Trawler HMT Afterglow
(formerly the ST Port Richard), which was
involved in the Battle of the River Plate on
December 13, 1939, has been purchased
on behalf of the Falkland Islands Museum
& National Trust (FIMNT). It arrived in
the Falklands in February with Graham
Bound, when he travelled to the Islands
for a photographic exhibition to be held
in the Dockyard Museum.
The Union Flag formerly belonged to
Joseph Lanning, who was the Harbour
Master in Stanley in 1939 and then
went on to be the Master of the ST Port
Richard while it was involved in the
action of the Battle of the River Plate in
December 1939. Mr Lanning and the Port
Richard had escorted the HMS Exeter into
port in Stanley after the battle. Following
Mr Lanning’s eﬀorts, in attending to
exhausted and wounded men from the
Exeter and HMS Ajax, he was presented
with the White Ensign from the HMS
Exeter and the Union Flag from Port
Richard, in addition to receiving personal
thanks from the Governor. The Port
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Richard was then transferred to the
Royal Navy as HM Trawler Afterglow - on
which Lanning was retained as skipper
until the Afterglow was damaged in the
Reef Channel and “laid up in Port Stanley
before being driven ashore and wrecked
in a gale” in 1944.
“Later in life, Lanning moved to the
UK and proudly retained Exeter’s ensign
and the union flag from Afterglow as
souvenirs.” The Union Flag from The
Afterglow is to be displayed in the
museum in a new exhibition later in 2022.

Right: Joseph Lanning with the HMS
Exeter White Ensign. Below: The Union
Flag from the HMT Afterglow
Photos: Charles Miller Auctioneers

Sulivan Shipping Services Ltd
PORT AGENCY • SHORE EXCURSIONS • LAUNCH SERVICES • TOURISM
TURNAROUNDS • FREIGHT SERVICES • AVIATION GROUND HANDLING

With over 25 years of experience in maritime and aviation services in the Falkland Islands,
Sulivan Shipping Services Ltd are today providing agency, turnaround and shore excursions
to a large and ever growing portfolio of cruise ship, ﬁshing company and aviation clients.

www.sulivanshipping.com
PO Box 159, Stanley, Falkland Islands
Tel: +500 22626 • Email: sulivan@horizon.co.fk
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Cathedral catches up on
unconventional rental fees

GOVERNMENT House received a payment
in a most unusual form in a ceremony
on January 4: 135 peppercorns to settle
the last 135 years of the lease of land on
which the Christ Church Cathedral stands.
Reverend Ian Faulds of the Christ
Church Cathedral said “I do a fair amount
of research on various things to do
with the Cathedral, and looking at the
documents it was pretty clear that this
had never been paid.”
He continued: “It seemed really quirky,
nice, a bit of good news to start the year
with; and the Governor played happily
along with it.”
Reverend
Faulds
and
other
representatives of the Cathedral
attended the ceremony, in which a
bottle of peppercorns was presented to
the Governor upon a red pillow with a
gold cording - lending some pomp and

Reverend Kathy Biles, Reverend Ian Faulds and HE
The Governor Phillips (second, third and fourth from
left) at the handing over of the peppercorns
circumstance to the event. The Governor commented
this could be the start of a new tradition of the
presentation of peppercorns to Government House
by the Cathedral in January.
Photos: Ronnie MacLennan Baird

Firefighters haul in the cash with
scorching display of strength

FIRE FIGHTERS from the Falkland Islands
Fire & Rescue Service took to the streets
of Stanley on Saturday November 27, to
perform their yearly charity fire engine
pull along Ross Road from the Beaver
Hanger at the west end of Stanley all the
way to the Public Jetty at the centre of
Stanley.
£1,600 was raised by the brave and
sturdy team, for the benefit of the
Stephen Jaﬀray Memorial Fund which
supports islanders needing to travel
overseas for medical treatment.
They said they would like to say thank
you to everyone who had made kind
donations.
Asked if there had been any injuries a
fire service representative said “probably
only a few blisters.”

Right: The pull gets underway. Below:
The team is cheered as they pull the fire
engine. Bottom right: Pre-pull stretching
helps the team get psyched for the big
event. All photos PN
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WWW.CONSOLIDATEDFISHERIES.COM

VISION
TO DELIVER WORLD-CLASS
SUSTAINABLE TOOTHFISH TO
OUR CUSTOMERS AND UPHOLD
THE EFFECTIVE GUARDIANSHIP
OF OUR FISHERY FOR THE SAKE
OF FUTURE GENERATIONS.

Caring for our community

HISTORY
OPERATIONS

Sponsoring sport clubs and activities

TRACEABILITY

Principle sponsor of the Conservation
Ball and working to develop
environmentally friendly practices

SUSTAINABILITY
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT
Visit our fresh and informative website to learn
more about one of the Falkland's largest
fishing companies that contributes
significantly to the local economy through
fishing and non-fishing activities

Assisting with educational and training
needs through the CFL Trust

Not just a fishing company, but a team...

Delivering quality to your table

Advertise with

Penguin News

The newspaper of the Falkland Islands
Colour advertising
Full page £230
Half page £123
Quarter page £67
1/8th page £36

adverts@penguinnes.co.fk
editor@penguinnews.co.fk
CONSOLIDATED FISHERIES LTD - RAYMAR HOUSE - LOOKOUT INDUSTRIAL ESTATE PO BOX 383 - TEL: +500 22277 - EMAIL: SHARON.ADMINPR@CFL.CO.FK
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Events

The beautiful setting of Yorke Bay

Raft Race sets oﬀ New Year
with a splash at Yorke Bay
YORKE Bay was the host of the first event
of 2022, the New Year’s Day Falklands
Xtreme Raft Race which pitted amateur
ship constructors against each other
while raising money for charity.
The event required teams of three to
eight individuals to build a raft entirely
out of recycled materials before sailing
it around a route on Yorke Bay. 23 rafts
entered on the day, raising £1,530; both
new records for the annual event. £530
of this was donated to the Falkland
Islands Conservation Watch Group, and
£1,000 to Falklands Xtreme Sports.
Teams came from both Stanley and
MPC, with the fastest raft - Playing with
the Boys - finishing in just 8 minutes and
34 seconds. The slowest, the BFSAITANIC,
completed the route in 43 minutes, there
were also seven rafts which did not finish
the race, either due to their raft falling

apart, or their turning back to shore
before completing the course. In addition
to the raft race there was a Sandcastle
Competition, won by Poppy and Felicity
B. and Charlie and Millie W.
Marcus Morrison of Xtreme Sports
thanked “all the entrants for making this
a record breaking year of 23 rafts.”
Results
1st - Playing with the Boys
2nd - Beeracuda
3rd - Goodwin Runnings
4th - The Senior Service
Best Dressed - The Senior Service

Above: Competitors strive and struggle. Below, the raft race kicks oﬀ as racers carry
their home-made vessels into Yorke Bay. Left: The Beeracuda get oﬀ to a flying start
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Births, marriages and deaths
Births
26.08.2021
17.09.2021
25.09.2021
23.09.2021
24.10.2021

Births, marriages and deaths
Aiven Felix Alburo – June Vincent Alburo & Aikeah Salumbides-Alburo
Joey Chater – William John Chater & Victoria Chater
Rex Henry Robertson – Dion Sebastian Robertson & Elizabeth Anne Robertson
Freya Lindsay Pantaleon Roberts – Kieran Angus Roberts & Vincent Marie Remez Pantaleon
Alexander Patrick Johnson-Browne – Rosasharn Marie Browne & Douglas Jarah Johnson

Marriages
03.09.2021
24.09.2021
24.09.2021
06.11.2021
03.12.2021
16.12.2021
24.12.2021
31.12.2021
02.01.2022
15.01.2022
01.02.2022

Cameron Neil Goodwin & Melissa Calimbas Canlas
Ahmed Mohammed Jama & Victoria Louise Spark
Damian Alejandro Reid & Valeska Karina Cumplido Torres
Alexander McShane & Helen Louise Davies
John Pole-Evans & Rachael Jane Wells
Simeon Marc Coleman & Michaela Sara Monica Cliﬀord
Saidah Taylor & Dean Beasley
Emily Clare Hancox & Mark Ian Gilbert
Maurice Davis & Phyllis Candy Gough
Dencil Neil March & Lesley Hazel Joshua
Matthew Thomas Jack & Marina Rae Sau San Sinclair-Chin

– Court & Council Chambers, Stanley
– Court & Council Chambers, Stanley
– The Registry Oﬃce, Stanley
– Lafone House, Stanley
– The Registry Oﬃce, Stanley
– Lafone House, Stanley
– Registry Oﬃce, Stanley
– Fox Bay West, West Falklands
– The Mile Pond
– Saint Cuthbert’s Church, Mount Pleasant
– Fox Bay East, West Falklands

Deaths
18.09.2021
24.10.2021
02.11.2021
24.10.2021
17.11.2021
17.11.2021
01.12.2021
25.12.2021
29.12.2021
30.12.2021
08.01.2022
16.01.2022

John David Barton
James Albert Miller
Bernard Keith Betts
Dennis David Summers
Roderick Bertrand Napier
Edith Catherine Summers, nee Lee
William John Maurice Goodwin
Gerald Ian McPhee
Anthony Michael Carey
Vera Joan Bonner
Rose Ferguson, formerly Short, nee Robson
George Robert Alazia

92 years
82 years
82 years
65 years
93 years
94 years
84 years
67 years
95 years
88 years
82 years
95 years

Retired Farm Manager
Retired
Retired Farmer
Heavy Plant Operator
Sheep Farmer, Pensioner,
Pensioner
Pensioner
Retired Airline Pilot
Retired
Pensioner
Retired
Retired Shepherd

All above information is obtained from the Falklands registry. If your child has Falklands status at birth but was born outside
of the Falklands please let us know so the FIA can include the announcement in a following edition, if that is your wish.

Advertise with

%/($.(5,6/$1'

The newspaper of the
Falkland Islands

&REE·V&RWWDJH &DVVDUG+RXVH
)XOO%RDUGRUVHOIFDWHULQJ
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Penguin News
Black and White
Full page £155
Half page £85
Quarter page £47
1/8th page £26
adverts@penguinnews.co.fk
editor@penguinnews.co.fk
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FIA information

FIA AGM 2022
At the time of going to press, no
plans for AGM 2022 have been
finalised owing to continuing
uncertainties in connection
with COVID. Details will be
announced later in the year
when known.

Membership Application
A photocopy is acceptable to save cutting your copy of
the Newsletter or forms can be downloaded from the FIA
website at www.fiassociation.com
I wish to support the right of the people of the Falkland
Islands to decide their own future. I wish to join the Falkland
Islands Association (see membership rates elsewhere on
this page).
Name:..................................................................................
Address:..............................................................................
............................................................................................
Connection to/interest in Falklands:.....................................
............................................................................................
Tel:....................................Email:.........................................

Advertising

Signature:....................................Date:...............................

The present circulation of the Newsletter is 4,000
copies. It is distributed to Members of the Association,
all Members of the House of Commons, the Scottish
Parliament and the Welsh Assembly, members of the
House of Lords, and to the press, radio and television.
Many copies circulate in the United States, Australia,
New Zealand, Canada and other Commonwealth and
foreign countries. Five hundred copies are distributed
in the Falkland Islands.
For advertising rates and details please apply to:
agoss@horizon.co.fk

Standing Order Form
Name of Your Bank:............................................................
Branch Address:..................................................................
............................................................................................
Please pay The Falkland Islands Association at NatWest,
St James & Piccadilly Branch, 208 Piccadilly, London W1J
9HE, Sort Code 56 00 29, Account No 24223999, the sum
of ……… pounds on receipt of this order and thereafter
annually on 1 April.

FIA contact emails
Please note the following email addresses:
Membership queries to:
membershipsec@fiassociation.com

Name:..................................................................................

All other queries to:
honsec@fiassociation.com

Address:..............................................................................
............................................................................................
Account no:.........................................................................

Membership rates:

Sort Code:...........................................................................

From 1 April 2022 the following subscription
rates apply:
Individual
Joint (2 adults living at the same address) Corporate (organisations of any kind) Subscriptions are due on 1 April annually

Account Name:....................................................................

£20
£30
£50

Reference to be used (Surname, First Name, Initials): ......
............................................................................................
Privacy. The FIA takes care to protect the personal information
provided by members. For details of our approach, please see
the Privacy Policy on our website.

www.fiassociation.com
Supporting the right of Falkland Islanders
to decide their own future
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A small hotel with a big heart
+(500) 21462 stay@horizon.co.fk
www.waterfronthotel.co.fk

Central Location
The kitchen.café is located in the same
hotel and it’s the perfect place for
eating and drinking, from breakfast to
afternoon tea, from lunch with friends
to cocktails or dinner.

erry
b
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Find Us Alongside
the Historic Museum
The Teaberry Cafe is perfect for a
takeaway lunch, coffee, cakes or sweets.
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T4FF Ltd Registered in the Falkland Islands Co. No. 14709, Registered Ofﬁce:
The Waterfront Hotel, 36 Ross Road, Falkland Islands. Directors: A. Olmedo, V.Ramirez

