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Editorial by FIA Chair David Tatham CMG

South Atlantic prospects
In April the South Atlantic
Council
sponsored
a
conference in the “Institute
of
Statecraft”
at
the
University of Westminster. I
and several other members
of the FIA Committee
asked to be invited and –
after some hesitation we
were. No Islanders were
present,
although
our
Vice-President, Ted Clapp,
attended and received a
round of applause for his
contribution. It was a good
opportunity to take stock of
British views on the current
scene in the South Atlantic.
We usually consider the
South Atlantic Council to
be our sparring partners
because
they
have
generally taken a soft line
on Argentine pretensions.
Not so at present. It was
noteworthy that almost
no-one spoke up for the
Kirschner
governments
whose aggressive policy
toward the Islands was
generally deplored, involving
as it has done, the breaking
of agreements with Britain
on oil and fisheries. Indeed
an Argentine academic
present made an eloquent
plea for a re-assessment
of policy in Buenos Aires,
complaining that the current
obsession with the Malvinas
was “a heavy mortgage for
my country”.
Oil was also discussed –
some of those present clung

to the hope that oil could
only be exploited through
bases on the mainland or
by using Argentine labour.
Events have proved them
simply
wrong.
Others
warned darkly that any
flow of oil money would
have corrosive effects on
the Islanders’ way of life or
environment and that roughnecks from the oil-rigs
would beat up the Stanley
pubs (here Ted Clapp
pointed out that they could
not be rougher than the
whalers were in the sixties!)
In general what was striking
was that the prophets of
doom were simply unaware
of how much planning
and
preparation
had
already been undertaken
in Stanley to manage the
environmental and social
impacts of oil prospection
and eventual exploitation.
It now seems possible
that sufficient oil has
already been discovered
by Rockhopper Exploration
to
make
exploitation
worthwhile. If so, it will
change the scene radically,
in the medium term by
ensuring an ample flow
of funds to the Falkland
Islands Government for the
foreseeable future. It will
also remove the misguided
accusation that the Islands
are a drain on the British
defence budget. In fact
defending the Islands only

makes up 0.5% of the entire
British defence budget. But
any new wealth will have to
be handled with tact. Many
people in the UK do not
realise that in British law
the resources of Overseas
Territories belong to the
Territories themselves, not
to the United Kingdom. It
will be necessary to up-date
the “Battle Day Letter” of
1991, in which Councillors
committed
themselves
to bear a larger share of
defence expenditure if oil
income increased rapidly.
We in the FIA will need to
make clear to the British
public that FIG is paying its
fair share.
The current Argentine
Defence Minister said on
7 August that Argentina is
not going to make British
“occupation” of the Islands
any easier. Indeed Argentine
policy during the Kirschner
years has been one of
obstruction and abuse.
But Argentina has signally
failed to prevent exploration
for oil or to inflict significant
damage on the economy
of the Islands. It is clear
that when the time comes
they will be equally unable
to prevent the extraction of
oil from Falklands waters.
Despite the policies of the
Argentine government, the
prospects for Islanders are
brighter than they have
been for some years.

Congratulations Ted and Jean 1961-2011
All members of the
FIA send hearty
congratulations
to our VicePresident and
former Treasurer/
Secretary Ted
Clapp and his wife
Jean who have just
celebrated their
Golden Wedding.
They were married
in the Cathedral in
Stanley on 22 July
1961.
In Ted’s words:
“the golden years
that started on that
blustery rainy day
fifty years ago.
Happy Memories.”

News - politics

Sawle
explodes
myths
A Falkland Islands Government
representative in June assertively
exploded Argentine myths about
the history of the sovereignty of
the Islands while another invited
the Chair of the Special Committee of 24 (C24) on Decolonisation
Chair to visit the Falklands.
Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) Dick Sawle attending
the C24 along with MLA Roger
Edwards, informed the committee, “Argentine Foreign Minister
Timerman will claim later this
morning that an Argentine civilian
population was expelled from the
Falklands in 1833.
“In 1833, Britain did expel an
Argentine military garrison that
had been sent to the Islands
three months earlier, but the
small civilian population present
on the Islands in 1833 was encouraged to remain and all but
four individuals decided to do so
– not forty, four hundred or four
thousand, but four.
“Argentina may wish to replace
its rhetoric with evidence and
detail to support its claim that an
Argentine civilian population was
expelled by force. Both British
and Argentine historical accounts
do not support this Argentine
government theory.”
MLA Sawle referred to Argentina’s broken promises in relation
to the 1999 Agreement on the
Falklands between Britain and
Argentina and the country’s attempts to restrict external communications and the economy.
“The end result is that any bridges that we may have attempted
to build between our two countries have been destroyed by this
unilateral action,” he said.
MLA Roger Edwards invited the
committee chairman to visit the
Islands, “to see for yourself our
unique way of life and freedoms
that we enjoy.”
He spoke of the Islands’ healthy
economy - the development of
fisheries and tourism, along with
the excellent education system
and modern communications.
MLA Edwards said he believed
the Islands enjoyed a level of
independence and democracy
“many nations would be proud
of.”

By-election brings
back veteran member

Local TV and MLAs witness Summers’ swearing in by Acting Governor
Ric Nye at Government House. Picture by Lisa Watson
MIKE Summers, who served for
13 years on the Falkland Islands
Legislative Assembly before being
ousted in the 2009 general election,
won by a clear majority in the Stanley
byelection held on June 24.
Picking up 38.3 per cent of the votes,
83 more than Steve Vincent who
took 177 votes, Mr Summers said he
was, “very pleased to be re-elected,
I suspect the vote reflects concerns
about the Argentine position and I
hope I can bring some experience to
add to the team’s work in countering
Argentine claims.”
Second placed candidate Mr
Vincent said he was disappointed
not to be elected, but offered his
congratulations to Mr Summers,
who he said he was sure would do
a good job. Mr Vincent said he was
encouraged by the amount of votes
he had received and it had convinced
him to stand in the next general
election. Mr Summers was, he said, a
“very good statesman.”
Asked if she was surprised by the
result MLA Emma Edwards said:
“Yes and no, Mike has a lot of loyal
supporters in Stanley. I would like to
have seen fresh blood though, simply
because it is always good to get new
people to experience what council is
like.”
Former Assembly Member Andrea
Clausen said the result was totally
what she expected from the word on

the street: “Mike has always excelled
in international affairs and that is what
he based his manifesto on.”
Norman Clark took third place with
96 votes. John Birmingham 87 and
Ian Hansen 49.
Legislative Assembly
The Falkland Islands Legislative
Assemly consists of eight members,
five representing Stanley and three
representing the Camp constituency
(the rural community outside of
Stanley). It is Chaired by the Speaker
and includes two ex-officio members:
the Chief Executive and the Director
of Corporate Resources.
The
Attorney
General
and
Commander British Forces South
Atlantic Islands (CBFSAI) are also
entitled to attend Legislative Assembly
meetings.
Each year the elected Members of
the Legislative Assembly (MLAs) elect
three of their number to the policy
making body of the Government,
Executive Council. Executive Council
is chaired by HE the Governor.
Membership includes the same
ex-officio members who sit on the
Legislative Assembly. In addition, the
Attorney General and CBFSAI may
attend and speak on any matter.
Each MLA takes responsibility for a
particular portfolio and works closely
with the relevant departments, but
does not have the role of a Minister.
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News - politics

PM: Falklands British full stop end of story
“AS long as the Falkland Islands
want to be a sovereign British territory, they should remain sovereign
British territory. Full stop, end of
story.”
Prime Minister David Cameron
made the clear statement on June
14 in response to a question in
the House from Andrew Rosindell
MP who asked, “Will he (the Prime
Minister) remind President Obama

when he next sees the President of
the United States that negotiations
over the Falkland Islands with Argentina will never be acceptable to HM
Government?”
The Prime Minister replied, “My
Honourable friend makes an excellent point and I’m sure everyone right
across the House will want to remember the anniversary of the successful
re-taking of the Falklands Islands, and

the superb bravery, skill and courage of all our armed forces who took
part in that action.
“We should also remember those
that fell in terms of taking back the
Falklands.”
Mr Rosindell referred in his question to the United States of America’s
signing of a draft declaration supporting talks over the sovereignty of
the Falkland Islands.

Challenges faced require
practical and bold solutions
THE Falkland Islands Government
must seek “practical, imaginative
and sometimes bold solutions”
to its domestic and international
challenges, Governor Nigel Haywood
told Members of the Legislative
Assembly during his address on the
state of the nation in May.
He said the most important of
these was the economy, and the
government’s response in its budget,
due to be delivered that day. With
inflation at the end of March climbing
to 7.4 per cent, and the negative
impact of recent fuel price increases
yet to flow into the economic ledgers,
many in the community were facing
hardship, he said, but the government
would press on to pursue economic
growth and introduce programmes to
help the less well-off.
Despite his words of caution, he said
overall the economy had progressed
well, resisting the global slowdown to
return growth of 5 per cent from 2009
to 2010, with a further 2.55 per cent
anticipated for the current year. But
while oil exploration had bolstered
government coffers through personal
and corporate taxation, income from
the country’s two biggest drivers of
the economy – fisheries and tourism
- left little to be desired.
Fisheries income had remained at
historically low levels, he said, although
the new Illex licensing provisions
should lead to a “substantial increase”
in revenue, and tourism numbers had
“taken a dip,” with a direct impact on
public and private revenues.
However, the agricultural sector,
while no longer a dominant force in
terms of income, had performed well,
with FIMCo processing more than
26,000 lambs during the recent export
season.
Rising costs were among the
toughest hurdles ahead, particularly

4

Economy bolstered by oil exploration but still along way to go.
Picture by Department of Oil and
Minerals
in health and education, and the
Economic Development Strategy
would have to be implemented
effectively to sustain economic
growth.
Governor Haywood said a Falklands
Economic Council was to be formed
to provide “continuity, momentum and
substance” to the EDS.
And, of course, there were the
continuing attempts by Argentina to
derail the economy of its neighbour:
“There are many reports of companies
coming under Argentine pressure...
our approach has been not to react
to each and every report and public
pronouncement but to continue to
develop the economy in our own way,
and to ensure that we are not diverted
by outside pressure.
“In order to succeed we must
concentrate on our goals and on our
agenda, not someone else’s.”
The question of shipping, he said,
would be pursued in a “quiet but
effective way,” and plans would be
announced “as soon as it makes
sense to do so.”
Highlighting tourism as one of the
sectors through which the country’s
economy could flourish, he said the
development of the Stanley waterfront
was a key plank in the new Tourism

Strategy, as well as investigating
the potential of the North American
tourist market, and the possibility of
enhanced air links. There was, though,
much work to do to improve facilities
if the Islands were to realise the
potential from new markets: “We will
need more accommodation of a high
standard, more organised activities,
greater choice of quality catering and
international standards of customer
service.”
He said tourism development and
the potential localisation of support
functions at Mount Pleasant and
Mare Harbour represented potentially
major changes to the economy,
but
infrastructure
development
and immigration had to be tackled
successfully to “ensure the strengths
of our cohesive community are not
undermined and that a balance is
struck between economic growth and
preserving the community.”
Aside from continuing to promote the
Islands’ status, constitutional and legal
position on the world stage, Governor
Haywood said the government had
a number of other priorities for the
coming months.
Among these were a review of
immigration, the localisation of
government jobs, ensuring health
care was effective and affordable, and
focusing more heavily on secondary
and further education.
He also noted a number of successes:
the smoking ban, new mental health
legislation, changes to immigration
policy, agreement on the principle
of a minimum wage, completion
of the Economic Development
Strategy, implementation of the Rural
Development Strategy, completion of
the Port Howard ferry terminal, the
Islands-wide digital TV rollout, the
abattoir upgrade and new container
park.

News

Funding for Falkland Islanders
training in professional posts
POSITIVE action is being taken to
help Islanders gain the necessary
qualifications to snap up professional
posts within government.
In addition to the normal training
budgets that are allocated to departments, a separate central provision of
£200,000 per annum was approved
last year which will be allocated to departments as individual training plans
are approved.
At July’s Executive Council a list of
disciplines most needed within government in the medium to long term
was approved along with a set of recommendations about how the funds
for training should be spent.
MLA Gavin Short said professions
such as teachers, nurses, engineers
(civil, mechanical and electrical in particular) vets and agricultural specialists, lawyers, accountants, fisheries
scientists/researchers, social workers
and aviation engineering specialists,
to name only a few, would be given
priority when training funds were allocated.
“The list of posts that have been
identified is quite extensive and it
must be recognised that the training/
studying is going to cost a fair bit and
also that we probably won’t get people interested in all the positions listed
in one go.”
“So it was agreed that if there isn’t
a complete uptake of people wishing to train in the most critical areas
then positions that are deemed to be

MLA Gavin Short
the next critical such as project and
quality managers, tourism specialists,
CAD specialists etc will get preference when it comes to the funding of
training and so on, thus establishing a
pecking order,” said MLA Short.
He urged anyone interested in
gaining qualifications in their chosen
field to make enquiries regardless of
whether it was in the priority list.
The paper considered by ExCo also
recommended that preference be

given to people not already eligible for
the existing higher education funding
programme, i.e. those over 25 years
of age and those who do not already
have a substantial qualification which
would make them currently eligible for
a post within government.
MLA Short said it was recognised
that to make this scheme fair a mechanism had to be put in place to allow
people outside of government to participate in studying to gain the qualifications that would put them in a good
position one day to apply to take over
a post currently filled by a person on
contract.
It was agreed that matched funding
be sought from people applying from
outside of the FIG to ensure that there
was a firm commitment on their part.
While there was a considerable
amount of money available to fund
training it was “not a bottomless pit,”
said MLA Short, adding, “We must
make it go as far and benefit as many
people as we can.”
Before being sent on courses, however, people will need to get the entry requirements for the course(s) or,
depending on the nature of the training, be able to demonstrate skills and
commitment.
“There is a genuine desire by us to
eventually see all posts in the hands
of Islanders, or those that have chosen to make this country their home; it
is only right and proper that this be the
case.” Picture by Penguin News.

Biodiversity workshop inspires answers
A FOUR day biodiversity Workshop
was opened by facilitator Colin Clubbe in April. It was attended by more
than 30 landowners, conservationists,
ecologists and experienced destroyer
of invasive species, Brian Summers
Mr Clubbe, of the Royal Botanical
Gardens in Kew, London, reviewed
the programme for day one with an
overview of fisheries impacts and marine environment, with familiar themes
of more research, prioritisation and
long-term support of research programmes running throughout. Highlighting a need for improved communication with the international and
local community to promote strategies
as well. Terrestrial biosecurity was the
active topic for discussion the following morning. Much of the considered
research was compiled by New Zealand and Australian specialists who

had witnessed the ferocious spread of
species like gorse and thistle.
Biosecurity representative Shona
Strange started by exposing deficiencies in labour and law that do not prevent transient species from invading.
She admitted much of her work involved only dealing with problems
and expressed a keenness to switch
the focus to “prevention as the cure.”
Presentations centred around impactive plant species, and Brian Summers
reassures it is possible to get rid of
calefate despite its tenacious reputation, “I’ve sprayed bushes in town and
95 per cent of the time it’s not grown
back” he reports.
Cutting back the plant can cause
low flowering regrowth to occur with
a habit to hide in grass, similarly in
scotch thistle. Budding re-growth can
be eaten by grazing sheep and con-

sequently affect wool quality. Gorse
was a subject of contention, it offers
a crucial shelter to young lambs but
warming weather seems to have promoted the bush to seed and spread
uncharacteristically past management
in areas. Landowners can be nervous
of the use of some pesticides to control the plants, meaning more labour
intensive measures may need to be
taken in grazing areas.
Mr Clubbe said: “We don’t want to be
perceived as‘eco-fascists,” explaining
it was important to reassure the public and landowners that biosecurity
monitors were not after their hedges.
They are strategising to control them
spreading to negatively impact the endemic and indigenous species.
Mr Clubbe opened the floor to discussion which inspired encouraging
suggestive solutions.
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News - people

New conservation Super
boss is no stranger Falklands
to southern shores scholars
DR James Fenton (59), a former
British Antarctic Survey employee is
the new Chief Executive Officer of
Falklands Conservation, taking over
from Craig Dockrill.
In 1973 Mr Fenton worked as a
botanist with the British Antarctic
Survey (BAS) and made several visits
to the Falklands.
His speciality at that time was
the distribution and growth rates of
Antarctic peat. He has retained a keen
interest in peatlands, of which there is
no lack in the Falklands (tussac peat
being of particular interest) although
his interest and experience has
since widened considerably said Mr
Dockrill
After leaving BAS he taught ecology
for five years at a field centre in the
English Lake District, before returning
to his native Scotland to set up as one
of the first ecological consultants.
During that period, in 1987, he
launched and published the monthly
news digest Scenes - Scottish
Environment News - which is still in
print although James is no longer the
editor.
This aimed to aid communication
between the various sectoral interests
that, at the time, were fighting
‘conservation battles’ in the Scottish
countryside. Thereafter he joined the
National Trust for Scotland as their
first ecologist, where he remained for
14 years.
This involved both primary ecological
survey work and the provision of nature
conservation advice and projects
across the organisation’s whole
landholding, “from lowland farmland
to high mountains, from remote
islands to small reserves and from
moorland grazing issues to marine
conservation,” said Mr Dockrill.
Mr Fenton has moved away from
ecology and nature conservation over
the past five years to the arguably
more difficult topic of landscape
conservation. He has been working for
Scottish Natural Heritage in Inverness
on strategic landscape policy, in
particular the coordination of work on
Scotland’s 40 National Scenic Areas.
He managed a small team that
identified the special qualities of every
National Scenic Area and of both
Scotland’s National Parks.
James has been involved in nature
conservation for his whole career,
both professionally and in a voluntary
capacity, and has written extensively
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Dr Fenton and family at Loch Ness
on the subject.
He also has a special interest in the
environment of high latitudes, having
led expeditions to the Arctic and
worked on many expedition cruise
ships as a naturalist and guide.
This has included a whole summer
season in Antarctica with Lindblad
Expeditions (with many visits to the
islands around the Falklands) and
numerous visits to the Arctic.
Mr Dockrill said, “In fact, in June he
was in the Arctic with Oceanwide and
so will have traversed the length of
the planet within a month.”
His publications include the book
Svalbard - Portrait of an Arctic
Summer (an introduction to the natural
environment of Spitsbergen) and last
year he published his Field Guide to
Ice, designed to help visitors to the
polar regions understand the different
types of sea and land ice.
His wife, Sue, is planning to join him
at a later date, and his daughter, Mairi,
has just graduated from Glasgow
University and will shortly take up
work with the British Antarctic Survey.
Both Sue and Mairi have visited the
Falkland Islands before.

JULY was a happy month for many
young Islanders upon receiving their
University Degree results.
Emily Hancox was awarded a
superb first class BSc Honours
Degree from Lancaster University in
Environmental Biology. Although she
obtained her degree from Lancaster
University in the UK she also spent a
year in America studying at Oregon
State University’s Hatfield Science
Centre.
Emily was planning three months of
backpacking in South America before
she hit the job market.
Nadia Smith was another success
story, achieving a 2:1 in History (BA
Hons) at Manchester Metropolitan
University.
Mark Plunkett collected an HND
with merit and a 2:1 Honours Degree
over his three year study of Information and Communications Technology. Mark’s inspiration for choosing
his courses was, “mostly centered
around my desire to be more involved with the web and computing
as a whole.
“During my first year I decided I
wanted to focus more on the web element and less on the computing and
start doing more modules focused on
website development,” he said.
Following completion of his second
year he was invited to interview for
SOZO Designs where he worked as
a Junior Web Developer in his third
year. Now graduated, Mark is working full time at SOZO Designs as a
Web and Social Media Developer.
Helen Davies achieved a 2:1 in
Contemporary Art (BA). She was
a whisker away from a first class
degree by only four marks, but said
she was still happy with her result.
Helen is gearing up to begin her
PGCE Secondary Art and Design in
Northumbria with hopes of becoming
an art teacher.
Sean Moffatt completed his PGCE,
and is now qualified to teach Secondary Education Design and Technology.
Adam Howe received a 2:1 in
his degree and will begin a PGCE
course at Northbrook Art College with
an aim to becoming a fully qualified
teacher next year.
There are currently 37 Falkland
Islands students in further education
and 14 graduating from university
this year.

News - people

Little watch group
legs complete fund
raising ‘penguin walk’

Conservation watch group take the long walk to Surf Bay
THE Conservation Watch Group, plus friends and families, made their usual
cold and windy walk to Surf Bay in July in order to raise funds for conservation
projects.
The group tramped from the Jetty Centre Car Park to Surf Bay; no mean feat
if you have small legs, or are dressed up in a penguin suit.
The focus of the fund raising this year was for the Oiled Penguin Rehabilitation,
and members have to date collected £333.88 for the worthy conservation
cause.
“It was a terrific effort by everyone and a huge thank you to all who took part,”
said Watch Group Coordinator Maggie Battersby

FI Community
School ‘Shine’ in
media award
COMMUNITY School representatives
received a highly commended award
at the Shine 2011 ceremony held in
the historic surroundings of Stationers’
Hall in the City of London.
The event was attended by former
FICS pupil Katie Vickery and her mum
Nicci who are now living in the UK.
Shine 2011 is a new school
media awards initiative, offering a
rigorous and credible platform from
which to recognise and reward the
achievements of senior secondary
school pupils in England and Wales.
When
the
Falkland
Islands
Community School became aware of
the project they applied to enter, were
accepted and with a dedicated team
of 14 students guided by teacher Pam
Beggs, went ahead with producing a
newspaper called The Shorn Sheep
The competition aimed to encourage
pupils to work together and, with
different school departments, create
something new.
The FICS was one of only three
schools at the award ceremony that
was not either a grammar school or
a private school, and one of only four
schools that was not from either the
London area or surrounding counties.
122 schools entered into the project
and FICS was in the last 16.
St Paul’s Girls’ School, London, won
the gold award with their magazine
The Marble.

A splashing £5,000 from ‘midnight marathoners’
SEVENTEEN ‘midnight marathon’
swimmers raised an amazing £5000 for
charity at the end of May
Organised by Karen Lee of Wilkins
Kennedy they began on a Friday night
and eight of the swimmers managed
an exhausting 422 lengths each. The
team started at midnight and finished by
9am the next morning. A total of 5,064
lengths were swam, the equivalent of
three marathons: “It was because of the
amount of people we had come forward
wanting to take part,” said Mrs Lee.
The funds were split equally between
the Cancer Support and Awareness
Trust and the Infant and Junior Schools
Parents’ Association for special needs
equipment.
The swimmers were split into three
teams, with each team captained by a
Wilkins Kennedy employee.
This is not the first of the group’s
marathon fundraising efforts. Last year
they walked a marathon at midnight
Midnight marathon swimmers at the Leisure Centre.
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News

New boss for British Forces Falklands

Bill Aldridge by Cpl Grant

THE
Falkland
Islands
new
Commander British Forces, Brigadier
Bill Aldridge, arrived in the Islands
on June 20 after a four night delay
in Ascension Island due to flight
disruption caused by the Chilean
volcanic ash cloud.
The Brigadier was able to quickly
meet Islanders as a guest of honour
at a Goverment House reception
hosted by Acting Governor Ric Nye.
The Brigadier, whose wife Jill
joined him shortly afterwards, said,
“we looked to the opportunities
and challenges here and decided
this was something that was very
unlikely to come our way ever again
and was therefore something we
wanted to embrace wholeheartedly.
And we are really looking forward to
getting to know the Islands.”

Wild waters for
HMS Edinburgh
HMS Edinburgh arrived at East
Cove Port on July 12 following a
lengthy and at times decidedly
challenging
voyage
from
Portsmouth.
The sailing was the culmination of
a comprehensive training package
conducted by all crew members in
the lead up to her deployment.
The ship made a number of stops
en route to the Falkland Islands,
including a high profile docking in
South Africa.
HMS Edinburgh will spend a
number of months around the
Falklands and the wider region,
carrying out a variety of patrols
and local engagement activities,

all the while making the most of
the opportunity to conduct further
training in a unique environment,
confirmed a spokesperson for
Head Quarters British Forces
Falkland Islands.
Commander Paul Russell CO
of HMS Edinburgh commented
on the deployment: “It presents a
major operational challenge in the
face of the harsh South Atlantic
winter, but this will be balanced by
visits to different countries and the
opportunity for the Royal Navy to
show its impressive global reach
and versatility.”
HMS Edinburgh in wild waters
Picture MPA Photo Section

The Brigadier has served on many
deployments in his 28 years in the
British Army.
He was commissioned into the
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers as a
Platoon Commander in 1983 and
served in Northern Ireland, Cyprus
the Balkans and Afghanistan.
Since 2001 he has been involved
in the planning for UK deployments
to Afghanistan and Macedonia as
well as NATO’s Reserve Force for
the 2005 Afghan elections.
Most recently Brigadier Aldridge
took command of 42(North West)
Bde in 2008, and oversaw the
construction
and
subsequent
removal of the Barker Crossing in
Workington, following the destruction
of the original bridge as the result of
2009 flooding.

Successful
Concordia

Passenger for Concordia
Picture by Sharon Jaffray
MORE than 1,600 passengers were
shifted between East and West
Falklands on ferry Concordia Bay
with 92 per cent of voyages on time
last season confirmed Manager of
Workboat Services Adam Cockwell
in June.
With the Port Howard terminal
completed earlier in the year,
Concordia Bay is no longer operating
an interim service and had made the
expected difference with the wool
and livestock season going “very
well, said Mr Cockwell.
Concordia Bay began operating
in the Falkland Islands in 2008.
When working as a passenger
vessel she has facilities for up to 30
day passengers but no overnight
facilities. Her deck is 30m long and
10m wide and has space for 16 oneton Land Rovers, 8 four ton trucks or
a combination of container trailers.
As a cargo vessel she can carry
10 fully loaded 20' containers on
deck and can double stack empty
containers. The crane can lift 10 tons
when extended to 7 metres or 6 tons
at 11m.

9

News - social

Teslyn and Sam enjoy a scone

Crowd enjoys ‘wedding dresses through history’

A very royal
wedding party
FALKLANDS girls modelled wedding dresses through history at a indoor ‘street
party’ held for the Falklands community in honour of the wedding of Prince William
to Kate Middleton on April 29. The Falkland Islands Government declared the day a
public holiday and residents contracted wedding fever and enjoyed the day with as
much enthusiasm as the crowds camped outside Westminster Abbey.

Above right: Patriotic Heather Smith. Above: Sarah Cooper
models a wedding dress from the 1980s. Above left: Pippa
and Darren Christie are Kate and William Best Falklands
Look-a-likes. Left: Farrah Peck models an elegant wedding
gown from the 70s.
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Above: Falklands lads line up at the May Ball. Above right: May Queen Beth John with HE the Governor

All the
fun of
the ball

Above left Bethan and Prince Charming Dale.
Above right: Belle of the Winter Ball Phoebe Smith

Above: Amy Guest, Kate Stenning, Sorrel Pompert Robertson and Beth Callaghan combine cool with chic at
the Winter Ball. Glyn McKay and a very elegant Caitlin Whitney at the May Ball.
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Feature

The Falkland Islands:
Where ‘getting away
from it all’ still exists
Considering a move to the South Atlantic? Sonya Porter
offers a freelance writer’s view of the Falkland Islands
IF you want to get away from it all,
you can't go much further than the
Falkland Islands. These little islands,
that resemble a basking butterfly, lie
in the far South Atlantic but have the
climate and rugged countryside of the
Scottish Isles and the community spirit
of an English village.
The recorded history of the Falkland
Islands goes back at least five hundred
years. In the Eighteenth Century
claims were made and settlements
established by France, Britain and
Spain. A permanent British settlement
was set up in 1833.
East and West Falklands now make
up a British overseas territory which
apart from defence and foreign affairs,
lives under a strong self-governing
democracy.
Stanley, on East Falkland, is the
capital and has most of the 3,000
inhabitants, while the rest live
scattered around what is called the
Camp (countryside) in settlements or
on family owned farms. The standard
of living is very reasonable with no
unemployment and very little crime,
which for many in Britain would be a
great attraction.
The population consists of the
Islanders, plus workers from Britain
Chile and St Helena as well as many
other countries.
As with entry to many countries,
permits of various kinds are a
necessity so although Islanders now
have the right to live and work in
Britain, currently for British citizens to
settle in the Islands, they would need
a Residence Permit and, if working, a
Work Permit.
After three years, they could apply
for a Permanent Residence Permit
which would enable them to be free
of immigration restrictions and then
finally, after seven years of being
resident, they would be able to apply
for Falkland Islands Status.
However it has recently been
suggested that this policy needs to be
simplified to encourage more people
not only to come to the Islands to work
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but to take up residency.
Until recently, sheep farming was
the main sources of income, but since
the war with Argentina in 1982 the
economy has boomed so that there
is now a greater variety of work. With
the declaration of the fishing zone
in 1987, the Islands became more
economically self sufficient (apart
from the cost of defence) from the sale
of fishing licences to foreign fishing
fleets. Before the conflict the islands
had been economically self sufficient
since the 1870’s.
This led to a growth in private
companies and there is now a
Chamber of Commerce with over
ninety members.
With the search for hydrocarbons,
which began in 1998 and re
commenced in 2010, jobs in the oil
industry could become available.
Tourism is another new source of
employment. There are increasing
numbers of 'eco-tourists' visiting the
islands to see the amazing wildlife,
cruise ships with their thousands of
visitors now regularly call at Stanley
and fishing vessels from many parts
of the world call in to obtain supplies
and services.
Now that the internet is world wide,
this is providing livings such as web
site designing. And, of course, the
Falkland Islands need the full range
of workers for a modern country,
from administrators to marine and
hotel staff, teachers to farmers and
fishermen and medical staff to the
pilots and air crew to run the Falkland
Islands Government Air Service
FIGAS).
The Falklands could also be a very
peaceful place for retirement.
Peter and Caroline Wakefield, who
had already holidayed and married
in the Islands, decided to retire there
from Dorset and found a cottage at
Darwin, close to Goose Green, where
they have been happily settled for
over six years.
"Bringing our belongings down to
the Falklands was expensive and

I occasionally miss the trees and
draught bitter' said Peter, “
But after these minor problems, the
rest is good, especially financially.
“Although the British Government
doesn't increase the state pension
first paid over here for ex-pats, the
income tax threshold is £12,000 and
then a maximum rate of 26% and
there's no VAT.
“I run two four-wheel drive cars (the
usual ones for the rough tracks here),
road tax is £109 pa, insurance around
£150 pa for each car and diesel has
just gone up to 55p a litre.”
Peter and Caroline use gas and
kerosene but have their own wind
turbine which in these windy islands
works well to provide electricity.
“Food is more expensive than in
Britain,” Caroline admitted, “But the
lack of VAT helps with that and the
Islands have their own produce - not
only fish and lamb, but also quite a
lot of salad and vegetables grown by
Stanley Growers and Nurseries.”
They were lucky enough to be able
to buy their house which like most in
the Falklands is made of wood.
In Stanley, renting is the main way
to go although a plot of land, available
to those who have Island Status, costs
around £40,000 and the average price
of a three-bed roomed house (kit-built
in bright colours) is in the region of
£145,000.
Stanley has grown rapidly in the
recent years with many small shops
including gift shops for the tourists,
a couple of small supermarkets and
a DIY outlet. One of the surprising
additions to Stanley life is a small
fleet of taxis - £3 anywhere in town.
The Islands could still do with a
good bookshop and a chemists, and
although one visits regularly from
the UK, perhaps most urgently, the
Islanders are hoping that an optician
can soon be persuaded to settle
permanently in the Falklands .
Another couple who have settled in
the Islands is Keith and Kathy Biles
who decided to stay on once Keith
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retired as Manager of the Standard
Chartered Bank. “Although this is
currently the Islands' only
bank,
there is no prohibition on maintaining
accounts elsewhere,” said Keith, “but
as interest earned on deposits in the
Islands is not subject to tax here for
local tax payers, this is a considerable
advantage for residents.”
Since leaving the Bank, Keith has
become Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly and Kathy has taken
Holy Orders and now works in
Christ Church Cathedral in Stanley,
the world's southernmost Anglican
Cathedral. It was consecrated in 1892
after an earlier church was destroyed,
and has a remarkable whalebone
arch in the grounds, which was raised
in 1933 and has become a real tourist
attraction.
There are two further churches in
Stanley St Mary's Roman Catholic
Church and the Tabernacle Free
Church.
Keith and Kathy both love living in
the Falklands. “It's not just the clean
air, the stunning scenery and wildlife,”
said Kathy, “But things like the
excellent free medical and dental care
- no waiting lists and medivac to Chile
or the UK in case of emergency.”
A small 27-bed hospital in Stanley,
The King Edward VII Memorial
Hospital, caters for the Islanders,
has a small accident and emergency
department, dental facilities and also
supports people with many different
social needs including sheltered
housing run as part of the complex.
Education is another plus for
Islanders. There is a free two-tier
system: an infant/junior school taking
children from age four to eleven after
which the Falkland Islands Community
School takes them on to the age of
sixteen.
There are also some teachers
who travel around the Camp, visiting
the younger children in outlying
settlements who later attend the
senior school in Stanley, boarding at
a nearby hostel.

The Falkland Islands Government
pays for qualified 16 to 18 year olds to
go to England to take A-Level courses
at Peter Symonds College, Winchester
or to attend Chichester College
for NVQs and the Falkland Island
Government (FIG) funds university or
further education courses for over 18s
for suitably qualified students, usually
in the UK.
International travel for the students
and all other travellers has improved
over the past few decades. Before
the 1970s there was simply a monthly
shipping service to Montevideo,
Uruguay, and one flight a week to
Commodoro Rivadavia in Southern
Argentina.
Since the war with Argentina in
1982, there is a weekly flight on
LanChile from Santiago de Chile via
Punta Arenas.
There is also what is termed the 'Air
Bridge' from Mount Pleasant, where
British troops are stationed, to RAF
Brize Norton in Oxfordshire, a journey
which takes 18 hours including a stop
on Ascension Island en route.
But half the fun of travelling in the
Falklands is hopping around the
Islands using the FIGAS planes, a
fleet of five Britten Norman Islander
aircraft which fly from Stanley Airport
to 29 destinations across the Falklands
taking Islanders and tourists to see
the abundant wildlife - elephant seals
and sea lions, albatross, seabirds
and a great variety of penguins.
Life is certainly not boring in the
Falklands. Over the years traditions
have grown up and the Islanders come
together over the Christmas period for
an annual Christmas festival where
horse races and sheep dog trials are
held.
Then, at the end of February, after
the sheep shearing is over, there is
another gathering as the Islanders on
both East and West Falkland celebrate
the end of the busy summer farming
season with a Sports Week.
Sport is a great favourite including
cricket, football, hockey, swimming,

golf, riding and motocross. They run
their own marathon and take part in
the Commonwealth Games. Then
there is Scouting and Guiding, Marine
and Sea Cadets for the children and
a huge number of clubs - everything
from bridge and amateur dramatics to
discos, quizzes and folk nights at the
local pubs.
The Islanders are kept well up-todate with world news through radio,
TV and the internet. For local news
there's a weekly paper, the Penguin
News, while in April 2011, a local TV
station FITV was launched to provide
local news and coverage of events.
Nor do the Islanders get bored with
seeing the same old people: the large
number of cruise ship and other visitors
means there are frequently new people
to meet and chat to from all parts of
the world including politicians from
Britain and occasionally members of
the Royal Family.
There is just one cinema open to
the Islanders, at the Mount Pleasant
garrison which lies some 30 miles
from Stanley. Mount Pleasant houses
roughly 2,000 British Forces who were
based there after the Argentine war in
1982.
The Argentine claim to the Falklands
remains a problem, but as Sukey
Cameron, the Islands’ Representative
in London says, “It is an issue which
has been with us for a long time. The
British Government and Parliament
supports 100% the Islanders' right
to self determination but
should
Argentina, a member of the United
Nations, ever consider invading
the Islands again, the substantial
military presence there would act as
a deterrent. 'The short answer,' adds
Ms Cameron, 'is that the Islands are
very safe.'
There are problems in all parts
of the world but the Falklands with
their quietness, lack of pollution,
full employment lack of crime, high
standard of free education and medical
facilities and great community spirit,
would seem a good place to live.
Pictures by Sharon Jaffray.
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Parades and services

Falkland Islands Defence Force give an impressive 21 gun salute on Victory Green, Stanley.

Community salute
Her Majesty
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HE the Governor Nigel Haywood takes the salute

Flypast over Stanley Harbour

Major Peter Biggs of the FIDF leads the Parade away

The Governor inspects the parade.

Parades and services

Liberation Day 2011
ON a stunningly mild and calm day in Stanley
the people of the Falkland Islands, members
of the British Forces and visitors to the Islands
crowded to the Liberation Monment on Ross
Road on June 14 to remember those who
gave their lives in the liberation of the Falkland
Islands in 1982 from occupying Argentine
forces,
The Reverend Richard Hines led a touching
ceremony that included prayers, a two minutes
silence and the playing of the last post. This
followed a thanksgiving service at Christ
Church Cathedral.
Sadly veterans of the 1982 War were
unable to attend due to the delay to the RAF
air-bridge, however, they may rest assured
the day was no less poignant as hymns
were sung, and wreaths laid for their fallen
comrades by the Governor, Members of the
Legislative Assembly, the Commander British
Forces, war veteran associations and relatives
of the fallen.
Hundreds of people then moved to the
Town Hall for a public reception given by the
Falkland Islands Government.
Top left: Last post is too noisy for one little
boy. Left: Young Islanders Ella Clement
and Cleo Jones attend the ceremony.
Below left: Islanders watch from above the
Liberation Monument. Bottom: A beautiful
day for a sad ceremony. Below right: FIDF
member Alex Blake beneath names of the
fallen. Right: Youth groups play a part.
Above right: FIDF lead the parade. Pictures
Penguin News.
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FIA News

Nina Ashton and Dee Reed

Sila and Patrick Watts and Richard and Jemma Raph with Freya

Paul Filmer, Erica Bishop and Tim Probyn

Matthew, Edward and Pam Freer
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Annabelle Spencer

Paul Martinez, John Maskell-Bott

FIA News

Lincoln’s Inn Reception
O
VER 80 members of the
Falkland Islands Association
joined other guests in The
Great Hall at Lincoln’s Inn
for the annual reception held by the
Falkland Islands Government on 14
June 2011.
Guests welcomed by Sukey
Cameron, the FIG representative in
London, included included Jeremy
Browne MP, Minister of State at FCO
responsible for the Falkland Islands,
MPs, Peers, Legislative Assembly
Members, former Governors and
CBFs, visiting Islanders, Falkland
Islands students, FCO and MoD
personnel, former Chief Executives,

and members of UK-based Falkland
Islands groups including the FIA.
In her speech to guests, Falkland
Islands Government Representative,
Sukey Cameron underlined that the
Islands are entering a crucial period
in their economic development, and
called on the UK Government to
continue to work in partnership with
the Island’s people in order to create
an even more stable economic base
from which to grow.
“We intend to build upon our
economic successes so that we can
maintain economic independence
and sustain our quality of life. While
economic growth is required for its own

Roger Edwards MLA, Sukey Cameron, Jeremy Browne MP Minister of
State for the FCO, Dick Sawle MLA.

sake, it has wider-reaching benefits:
with economic strength, we will be
less vulnerable to external political
pressure and free to determine our
future.” (a full copy of the speech can
be viewed on the FIA website)
A message from Her Majesty the
Queen was read out to guests by Mr
Saul Pitaluga, Vice-Chairman of the
FIA, which was followed by the Loyal
Toast. The Band of the Grenadier
Guards then Beat the Retreat on
the lawn outside the Great Hall. The
salute was taken by Major-General
Sir Iain Mackay-Dick KCVO MBE.

Derek Cole
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Political commentary

Argentine Antarctica
and Argentina’s new
‘bi-continental’ map
ARGENTINA promotes its claim to
“Argentine Antarctica” almost as
hard as its claim to the Falklands.
Despite the 1959 Antarctic Treaty
which freezes all sovereignty claims
there, Argentina has just introduced a
new official map to convince its own
citizens, especially its schoolchildren,
as well as other nations, that a large
part of Antarctica is genuine Argentine
territory.
The area claimed overlaps the
territory claimed both by Chile and by
Britain’s much older claim.
It has been an Argentine legal
requirement for years that all maps
published in Argentina should show
as Argentine all the territories claimed
by Argentina. Argentine passports
even carry such a map on their back
cover.
Until November 2010, this old map
showed “Argentine Antarctica” at a
much smaller scale in an insert in
the Atlantic alongside what the rest
of the world knows as Argentina.
This provided a compact map that
everyone understood.
Law number 26.651
But by law number 26.651, gazetted
on the 16th November 2010, this has
been changed.
The new official map must show
“Argentine Antarctica” in its true
position relative to the rest of Argentina
and at the same scale. So it’s called
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the “Bi-Continental Map” to suggest
that Argentina spans two continents.
This new official map must be used
by all official organisms and in all
educational establishments – in order
to brainwash the younger generation.
The Province of Tierra del Fuego
pretends to have jurisdiction over
“Argentine Antarctica” – and, since
November 2009, over the Falklands

Argentina
promotes
its claim to
“Argentine
Antarctica”
almost as hard
as its claim to the
Falklands.
too. So the law requiring the new bicontinental map got considerable
publicity in the TDF provincial press.
One paper reported that the old map
minimized the true extent of Argentina
and so violated Argentina’s identity
and “legitimate rights” and obstructed
a complete idea of Argentina’s oceanic
territory.

Sending a message to the World
National Deputy for Tierra del Fuego
Mariel Calchaquí, who belongs to
President Cristina de Kirchner’s party,
the “Front for Victory”, was one of the
main promoters of Law 26.651 in the
Argentine Congress.
She was quoted in the press as saying:
“It’s important that we are brought up
to the immensity and richness of the
territory that we possess”.
Another comment from her was:
“People defend what they know, so it’s
important that our territory is known to
its fullest extent. That gives us a vision
of ownership”. Yet another comment
was that this: “sends a message to
the World of our extensive territory”.
The new “Bi-Continental Map” is
unlikely to convince the rest of the
World that “Argentine Antarctica”
really does belong to Argentina.
The map is strangely elongated
from north to south, with a huge gap
of ocean between Argentina and the
tip of the Antarctic Peninsula, which
makes it look absurd.
So it’s not likely to enhance
Argentina’s claims in Antarctica. It’s
not likely to help Argentina over the
Falklands either.
Putting the two claims together in
the same artificial province and on a
bizarre map is more likely to weaken
Argentina’s claim to both.
Simon Arthur

Falklands War Memorial

Falklands ’82 Memorial at the
National Memorial Arboretum
FOLLOWING an article in the last
edition of the Newsletter, I thought it
might be an opportunity to provide an
update on progress with the project.
At their April meeting the Trustees
of the National Memorial Aboretum
agreed our plans and gave us the
green light to proceed.
The next step has been to decide
how the Memorial will be placed on
our plot (No 412) in the Arboretum.
We have owned the plot for fi¿ve
years now and it is in a prime position
– south facing and close to the Armed
Forces Memorial where the names
of those who lost their lives in the
service of their country since 1945 are
recorded.
Responsibility
for
siting
the
Memorial lies with the Arboretum
Curator, Mr Paul Kennedy. In June,
SAMA 82 Trustee Robin Smith and
our Stonemason, Nick Johnson built
a mock-up using large plastic panels
and wooden stakes.
After moving it several times, the
fi¿nal layout was agreed and a wooden
peg ceremoniously hammered into
the ground as all measurements
would be taken from this point.
One change to the design is that
we will be laying a path from the
Memorial ‘entrance’ to the internal
road, Millenium Avenue.
This will prevent the grass becoming
worn and muddy which has occurred
in some other Memorials.

The path will be constructed in the
same paving stone as used inside
the Memorial and will allow two
wheelchairs to pass.
The two existing azalea gardens
dedicated to HMS Antelope which
Àflank the Memorial area will remain
although will have to be adjusted
slightly to balance the whole site.
As I write we are eagerly awaiting
news of the pieces of Falklands Rock

sourced by Gary Clement, one of
which will be at the ‘entrance’ to the
site, and which are due to be shipped
to the UK shortly.
Actual construction will be underway
by the time this newsletter goes to
print and we are hoping that we will
not experience any delays so that the
Memorial will be ready in good time
for the dedication ceremony on 20
May 2012. Mike Bowles
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Falkland Islands Association news
IT is said that the majority of people
are not happy unless they have
something to complain about so
we could say that all mistakes and
omissions’ in this Newsletter are
solely for the purpose of keeping
people happy.
That is not true of course for
either no-one noticed, or if they
did they didn’t complain about
one error that slipped through
proof reading. The reports on
Remembrance Day and Battle
Day (pages 14 & 15 of the Spring
issue) should have been dated
2010 and not 2011 as published.
Two other errors that we hadn’t
spotted were on page 8 in the
report on Eileen Pickford (who
celebrated her 101st birthday
on 20th August this year). In the
Newsletter we gave her date of
birth as 29th August 1910. When
her younger brother, Tony Creece,
rang to tell us of the error he

From the
Secretary’s
Desk
also pointed out that the Norwegian
Whaling vessel (where he was
born on the journey to the UK) was
correctly called the ‘Ørn’ not ‘Urm’ as
published.
The visit to The Millennium Seed
Bank at Wakehurst Place was well
attended and you will find a full report
in this issue. We may have a visit to
Kew next year as a follow-up to the
Wakehurst Place event but no details
are available at present. My request
for other possible venues fell upon
deaf ears as not a single suggestion
was forthcoming!

The booking form for the Battle
Day Ceremony and the Annual
General Meeting in London
on 10th December this year is
enclosed - we look forward to
seeing you there – please book
promptly if you are attending.
Next year Battle Day falls on a
Saturday so we will be able to mark
the actual day rather than just the
nearest Saturday. 2012 will also
be 30 years since the last conflict
and we should see the dedication
of the Falklands Memorial at the
National Memorial Arboretum at
Alrewas in Staffordshire which is
due to take place on 20th May
2012.
Finally, your Hon Sec has
been writing a blog and you can
read this if you have access to
the internet (see links page 31)
should you wish to follow his
ramblings between Newsletters.
Colin Wright

Hello to HMS Protector
BY the time you read this HMS
Protector should be on her way
south to take up her duties as
the new Royal Navy presence
in Antarctica replacing HMS
Endurance which languishes in
Portsmouth harbour awaiting a
decision as to her future. Many
will be familiar with the name
Protector although it is 43 years
since the last ship of that name
left Falkland waters.
The Commissioning Ceremony
for the new ship took place on
the Victory Jetty, HM Naval Base,
Portsmouth on Thursday 23 June
2011 in the presence of Mrs B
Mathews (Ship’s Lady Sponsor)
and Vice Admiral Andrew
Mathews CB F R Eng (Chief of
Materiel (Fleet)) .
Music was provided by the
Band of HM Royal Marines,
Portsmouth.
The Commanding Officer,
Captain P J Sparkes read out
the Commissioning Warrant and
the service was conducted by
the Reverend S J Brown, QHC,
BD, Chaplain of the Fleet. After
the speeches the ship’s Survey
Motor Boat was named James
Caird IV by Mrs K L Sparkes.
Amongst the guests assembled
on the jetty was a contingent of
former crew members from the
HMS Protector Association.
After the parade refreshments were
served and guests were able to tour
the ship. As one former member of
the crew observed, the name may be
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the same but A173 is a very different
ship to her predecessor . The new
Protector is an icebreaker, formerly
the ‘Polar Bjorn’ and will be able to go
to places where no Protector has ever
gone before.

Other differences noted
were no armament other
than small arms for selfdefence and no mess decks,
everyone has or shares a
cabin and the crew all eat
together.
Also noted was the state
of the art sonar, radar and
technology that didn’t exist
when the previous Protector
patrolled the southern seas.
Although equipped with a
helicopter landing pad she
does not carry a helicopter
as yet and there were no
Royal Marines present at
the ceremony but space for
11 Marines is shown on the
‘facts and figures’ page of the
service booklet. The ship’s
company lists 80 personnel
but only two thirds will be on
board at any one time as one
third will be on leave on a
rotational basis enabling the
ship to remain at sea for as
long as possible.
Sir
James
Perowne,
who had served on the old
Protector and is a member
of The Protector Association,
presented Captain Sparkes
with a solid silver “Flaming
Grenade” table lighter which
had first been presented to
the ship in 1936.
With her duties divided between
Antarctic Summer Surveys and duty
in the Caribbean to survey and act as
guard during the winter we wish her
well. Colin Wright

Falkland Islands Association news

Millenium Seed Bank
Falkland Islands Association’s programme of visits
AS part of the Association‘s
programme of visits to different parts
of the UK that share a connection to
the Falklands, the last visit was to
the Millennium Seed Bank (MSB) at
Wakehurst Place in West Sussex, last
May.
The
elegant
but
functional
Millennium Seed Bank building
at Wakehurst Place, which was
completed in November 2000,
combines areas where plants can
be seen with laboratories and hidden
storage areas. It is an unusual and
fascinating experience to watch the
scientists going about their daily
routine while we look on, allowing
some interpretation of what scientific
work is really like.
According to Kew “Today, 60,000 to
100,000 species of plant are faced with
the threat of extinction. Plants provide
the air we breathe, clean water and
we all rely on plants for food.
Kew’s Millennium Seed Bank
partnership aims to save plants worldwide with a focus on the plants which
are most at risk and most useful for
the future.”
Scientists at Kew first thought about
seed storage in 1898 and over the next
10 years, the Millennium Seed Bank
will be using the global partnerships
built up since then in an attempt to
save 25% of the world’s species.
Two staff gave up their time to guide
us. The first was Michael Way (Head
of Collecting and Network Support),
who explained the broad aims of the
Seed Bank. This was followed by Tom
Heller (Seed Collection Officer with
special responsibility for the Overseas

Territories) who explained the work he
had been carrying out with Dr Rebecca
Upson, back in the Falklands, as
well as in Kew. Rebecca has been
working intensely on finding out more
about plant life in the Falklands. This
was very necessary as past work
on the Islands’ Biodiversity Strategy
had identified as a priority a lack of
knowledge about plants.
The dominant habitats of the
Islands are: acid grasslands, dwarf
shrub heath and coastal habitats.
Major threats to the native flora come
from soil erosion, agriculture (grazing
and other), invasive plants, human
disturbance, chance natural events
and genetic erosion.
The effects of climate change cannot
be predicted on Falklands plants but as
there are no pollinating insects there
at present, if temperatures changed
and such insects were to survive, this
could have a dramatic effect on plant
life.
Tom explained that one aim of his
and Rebecca’s work was to help to
create “Important Plant Areas” in the
Islands, which could then be used
as a stepping stone towards a plan
to protect the most important and
threatened areas.
His presentation illustrated many
plants as well as the occasional other
type of wildlife. It was interesting
trying to place where the images
came from.
The Falklands have thirteen endemic
species such as the sweet-scented
vanilla daisy (Leucheria suaveolens)
snake plant (Nassauvia serpens) and
Falkland rock-cress (Phlebolobium

maclovianum). Five of the species are
globally threatened. Some of the most
fascinating groups of plants turned up
at Port Stephens. Had I known this, I
would have walked the extra mile to
see them, back in 2006.
We were then allowed to the
basement where many of the seeds
are stored.
I had assumed that they would all
be in the same cold storage but this is
not the case.
There is a range of different
temperatures to suit different species.
Some of the storage jars appear to be
the French jam jar design so displays
looked like a range of tasty snacks.
It was a very enjoyable day where
we were able to meet other Members
while finding out about the Falklands
plant biodiversity. Tom and Michael
were able to help us gain a good
understanding of both the importance
of the MSB and its relevance to the
Falklands.
Having had the good fortune to
meet Colin Clubbe who heads the
Conservation Team at Kew whilst
attending a recent workshop for the
Biodiversity Strategy of the Islands
in Stanley, (see links on page 31)
for further information), there is a
possibility that the Association is
invited to visit Kew next spring.
We might get the chance to see
Snake Grass and other Falklands
plants growing at these northerly
latitudes. Dominique Giudicelli
Above: Michael Way, introducing
the visit, outside the Millenium Seed
Bank and second image inside the
Seed Bank.
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Sport - Island Games 2011

Above Left: Sorrel Pompert Robertson with Duncan Goodhew. Left:
Ross Stewart with Dad Ian.Above:Badminton team. Below left: Saul
Pitaluga and Bono McKay. Below right: Rex Eagle, Zoran Zuvic and
Martin Collins..

Falklands to Isle of Wight 2011
A TEAM of more than 40 Islanders competed at the NatWest Island
Games at the beginning of July. Highlights included the Falklands football
team’s 3-0 victory over Alderney and
the men’s golf team’s silver certificate.
Golfer Troyd Bowles also picked up a
silver certificate and Glenn Ross a
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bronze in the individual. Sarah Bowles
also took an excellent 17th place out
of a field of 50 golfers. Doug Clarke’s
badminton victory over a Greenland
player and young Ross Stewart’s
over
St. Helena also brought cheers from
the noisest spectators at the games,

the Falkland Islands. Badminton doubles partners Anna Luxton and Doug
Clarke also took a win over the Isle
of Man.
Pictures courtesy of John Fowler,
Sheila Stewart, Paul Riddell and the
FIOGA website. Below the football
team.

Fishing

Falkland Islands calls
for cooperation as
Argentina destroys
Southern Blue Whiting
ARGENTINA is directly responsible
for the destruction of the species
Southern Blue Whiting in the South
West Atlantic according to Fisheries
Department scientists and fishing
company executives.
Fisheries Biologist/ Marine Ecologist
Dr Paul Brickle of the Fisheries
Department said in mid August: “It’s a
sad demise to a rather lucrative fishery
due to poor management and lack
of a regional fisheries management
authority.”
The species that spawns around
the Falklands Islands in the Cape
Meredith area was once an item high
on the agenda of the South Atlantic
Fisheries Commission (SAFC) an
authority where the Falkland Islands
and Argentina were able to share
stock assessment information and
agree Total Allowable Catch (TAC)
of South West Atlantic Stocks. In
2005 Argentina walked out of the
Commission and since then has
refused to cooperate or share any
data with the Falklands.
Director of Fortuna Ltd Stuart
Wallace explained when the SAFC
was in existence a TAC for Southern
Blue Whiting was set at 50,000
tonnes, divided between the Falklands
and Argentina, “although even then
Argentina would go on to fish around
60,000 tonnes.” Since 2005 Argentina
under the two Kirchner presidents has
gone on to fish for a great deal more
than that amount on a yearly basis.
The country pronounced a 60,000
tonne TAC in 2010 but only 11,000
tonnes of that was actually achieved;

and scientific research points to a
maximum of around 21 per cent
(potentially as low as 13 per cent) of
the virgin spawning stock biomass
remaining.
“Argentina has fished it out to the
point where levels are no longer
commercial,” said Mr Wallace.
In the Vessel Units Allowable
Effort and Allowable Catch 2012
created by Falkland Islands Fisheries
Department scientists, it notes:
“This declining trend and lack of
regional data highlights the need for
a resurrection of the SAFC, or at least
to have some agreement on data
sharing and management.
This decline has almost definitely
impacted the ecosystem. The large
numbers of Southern Blue Whiting
removed from the system have
likely played a part in the increasing
abundance of Rock Cod...
Due to this pessimistic outlook
there is no reason to change the
licence TAC from 6,000 tonnes. We
also recommend that the temporary
closure of the Southern Blue Whiting
spawning grounds in September
remained closed for 2012 and for the
foreseeable future.”
On a more optimistic note, it states:
“Although this paints a pretty grim
picture it looks like the spawning
area closure last year has resulted
in a better recruitment the first half of
2011.”
At the meeting of the Fisheries
Committee in August Mr Wallace
summed it up saying, “It’s a pretty
desperate situation.”
Picture jigger by Penguin News

Top catches
AROUND 80,000 tonnes of
Illex was caught in a good but
shortlived season this year
(catches have been over 100,000
in the past but very much lower
last year).
However, catches of other
species reached a record high.
Sasha Arkhipkin of the Falkland
Islands Government Fisheries
Department reported that Illex
jiggers left by the beginning
of May but the remaining 2025 trawlers of the finfish fleet
concentrated their effort on fishing
for abundant other species.
He said, “It is likely that the
large abundance of small fish Rock Cod - attracted its predators
to migrate to our waters to prey
upon it. “As a result, catches of
Hoki, Hake, Kingclip, Red Cod
and Skate exceeded expectations,
being close to the record catches
observed in May in the last 10 -15
years.”
Despite excellent results
in finfish and Skate fisheries,
many trawlers left the Falkland
zones for maintenance and crew
changes elsewhere, with only six
trawlers remaining in the fishing
grounds by the middle of June.
Mr Arkhipkin said, “An exploratory
survey organised by the Fisheries
Department onboard Spanish
trawler Manuel Angel Nores
revealed dense aggregations of
deepwater grenadiers to the east
and south of the Falkland Islands,
giving good perspectives to start
exploitation of this new valuable
commercial resource.”
Squid usually account for
around 75% of annual catches of
some 200,000 tonnes, and are
destined for markets in Europe
and the Far East.
Illex argentinus squid are fished
principally by specialist squid
jigging vessels from the Far East.
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Oil and minerals

Above: CHC helicopter services company began operations to the rig
Ocean Guardian in late May - working out of Stanley Airport. Photo PN.

New man in oil

Rockhopper high hopes for Sea Lion
ROCKHOPPER Exploration identified
additional prospects in the vicinity of
its Sea Lion field after seismic data
indicated an extension of the play in
August 2011. The company estimated
a resource potential at the Sea Lion
main complex at between 608 million
barrels in the low-case scenario and
nearly 1.3 billion barrels in the high
case, having proven commercial

volumes with appraisals earlier this
year.
Rockhopper Exploration is an AIM
listed oil and gas exploration company
based in the United Kingdom.
The company has licences to
explore for oil and gas in the North
Falkland Islands Basin, a basin with
two proven petroleum systems and
a proven high quality oil source rock

Protecting the environment
THE Falkland Islands environment
‘and its protection from any possible
adverse effects of commercial
activities, is of prime concern,’ states
the Falkland Islands Government.
Legislation modelled on British laws
have been enacted to achieve this.
The Offshore Minerals Ordinance
1994 and the Marine Environment
(Protection) Ordinance 1995 provide
the basis for the environmental
protection legislation.
Further provisions ensuring the
protection of the environment are
contained in individual production
licences.
An important part of protecting
the Islands environment is via
Environmental Impact Assessments.
Before drilling operations can be

started, licence holders must conduct a
full environmental impact assessment
(EIA).
These are then reviewed by the
Government and its specialist advisors,
and are also made available to local
non-governmental
environmental
organisations.
Licensees are expected to take
account of the findings of any such
reviews, and make any changes to
the EIA considered appropriate by the
Government.
The EIA must contain a plan for
minimising any potential environmental
threat perceived as a result of planned
operations, as well as a strategy
for dealing with any adverse effect
on the environment caused by the
operations.

Oil and gas development group
AN oil and gas development group,
with representation from the private
sector, the Government, the Falkland
Islands Development Corporation
and the oil industry meets monthly,
“in order to make recommendations
where necessary to add value to
current activities,” confirmed Director
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of Mineral Resources Phyllis Rendell
in July.
The creation of the group was an
Economic Development Strategy
recommendation tasked with ensuring
that the Islands’ economy can gain
maximum benefit from oil and gas
exploration activities.

ISLANDER Stephen Luxton
(above) will take up the post of
Falkland Islands Government
Director of Mineral Resources in
September this year.
Mr Luxton will take over from
Phyl Rendell who retires at the
end of the year.
Chief Executive Tim Thorogood
said: “Stephen underwent a
rigorous selection process
and demonstrated to the
appointments panel that he had
the experience, knowledge and
skills to undertake this key role
within FIG.
I am particularly pleased to
be able to appoint a Falkland
Islander who has already gained
significant knowledge of oil
exploration.”
Mr Luxton says he is delighted
to be offered this position
within the Mineral Resources
Department: “I look forward to
tackling the many challenges
that will lie ahead in the next
few years for the Falklands’ oil
industry.”
The Falklands are currently in
their second oil exploration round
launched in February 2010 and
several wells have been drilled,
with sufficient promising results in
some of them for the companies
involved to have expanded their
original surveying and exploration
operations. Photo: Mercopress

Agriculture

Farm funding benefits the whole community
FUNDING
for
farm
improvements benefits the
entire community through
boosting
the
Falkland
Islands Meat Company’s
(FIMCo) profitability says
Senior Agricultural Advisor
John MacArthur.
The head of the Department
of Agriculture confirmed that
26 farms applied for Farm
Improvement Plan (FIP)
funding, “which farmers
must match with a minimum
of 25 per cent of their
funds.” Commenting on the
applications for the 2010/11
financial year, he added,
“As many farms invest well
over this amount the total
amount invested by farmers
in farm development was
approximately 61 per cent.”
The programme was
originally developed to
assist farmers to develop
and improve their farm
productivity by planting
crops
and
re-seeded
(improved) pastures, and
to purchase of improved

genetic material such as
performance tested rams
and semen from genetically
superior bulls and rams.
It now also includes
ditching,
required
by
farmers to reduce loss
of livestock, and fencing
material so camps can
be divided and so that
improved rotational grazing
management practices can
be introduced.
Mr McArthur said, “The
majority of these farm
improvement
practices
are targeted at producing
increasing numbers of
lambs, mutton and beef
for FIMCo to process
which benefits the whole
of the Falkland Islands
community.
“This is through having
superior
fresh
meat
products available in the
supermarkets as well as
bringing in much needed
overseas income from
exported meat to boost the Bobby and Lyndsey - lamb marking at Wine Glass
economy.”
Station by Sharon Jaffray

Rural Development Strategy
takes a step forward in colour
THE
Falkland
Islands
Rural
Development Strategy (RDS) was
launched in the form of a booklet in
June.
Asked to sum up what the RDS is,
coordinator Nuala Knight said it was
“a plan of action.”
She was quick to add, “what it’s not,
is an oracle. Camp clearly faces some
challenges and it is going to take real
endeavour and commitment to create
positive change.”
The point of the booklet and the
website is to put a flag in the ground
and say “here’s where we are and
here’s where we want to get to,” said
Mrs Knight.
The aim, she said is to give the Camp
population access to information and
create opportunities so that they have
a say and help shape the future of
Camp.
“The booklet is a tool for us all. It is
a tool to check that we, in the public
sector, are doing what we said we
were going to do; it is a tool to be
used at a local level to understand
where and how to get involved, how
to influence funding decisions and
how to effect change locally whether
it is changes to the way roads are

RDS booklet front cover
maintained, education is delivered
or the way in which the Agriculture
Department delivers its services.”
Mrs Knight said she wanted to make
the delivery of the RDS open and
transparent so that decision-making
can be understood, scrutinised and
challenged.
“This helps people get engaged,
helps make us more answerable and
more accountable.
“These are public funds at the end of

the day and people have a democratic
right to know what we’re doing, why
we’re doing it and if we’re being
effective.”
Camp’s greatest asset is its
population and Mrs Knight believes
there is no one better placed than
the people living at the “coal face” to
decide if what is being done is making
a difference.
“However, we need to make sure
that our communities know that their
participation will be welcomed and will
be worthwhile.
We hope this and a planned website
provides another opportunity for
people to participate and get involved
in the development of Camp.”
A budget of £60,000 has been
approved to support the RDS’s five
key priorities. These priorities are
based around the key objectives of
increasing the value of the Camp
economy, increasing the population,
improving quality of life and protecting
the quality of the environment.
“How we meet those objectives
and how we spend those funds
are questions we hope the Camp
community will help us with,” said Mrs
Knight.
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Tourism

Littlest penguin is top of the rocks
WILDLIFE
remains
the biggest draw for
visitors considering a
trip to the Falklands.
That’s according to new
results revealed by a poll
conducted by the Falkland
Islands Tourist Board.
The survey results
crowned the rockhopper
as the most loved penguin
out of the five penguin
species on the Islands
with almost half of voters
choosing these feisty
birds to be their favourite
followed by the majestic
king penguins (30%), with
just 16% voting for the
gentoo penguins.
It’s no surprise then
that the travellers most
likely to be drawn to the
Falkland
Islands
are
birdwatchers and nature

Rockhopper penguins on Pebble Island by Sharon Jaffray

enthusiasts (63%), followed
by photographers (24%).
Paul Trowell, general
manager for the Falkland
Islands Tourist Board says:
“Wildlife clearly is high on
people’s travel agenda and
visitors to the Falklands

are guaranteed a personal,
one-on-one
experience
with wildlife, and at times
be surrounded by more
penguins than people. It’s
really encouraging that
respondents used phrases
like
‘natural
paradise’

FITB: Next stop South America
SEATRADE South America
will be a new focus for the
Falkland Islands Tourist
Board next year.
Tourist Board Manager
Paul Trowell confirmed:
“The source market could
be one of the fastest new
growth regions.
“Not only do they offer
some of the most exotic
cruise destinations in the
world, but the economic
growth in many South
American
countries
is
fuelling
optimism
for
sustained cruise market
growth
across
the
continent... This will allow
FITB to be present and
network directly with key
players in this region of the
world.”
In North America, Falkland
Islands land-based travel
piqued the interest of visitors
to ‘Chile Road-show’ earlier
in the year.
The show is organised
by travel company Latour,
part of Isramworld, one
of America’s largest tour
operators.
Tourism Marketing Officer
Louise Taylor presented
the Falkland Islands as a
holiday destination as part of
the road-show that travelled
along the Californian coast
from San Francisco to San
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Seatrade Miami 2011. FITB’s Louise Taylor far right,
with Sarah Clement representing Sulivan Shipping
(centre) and Sarah’s sister Islander Debs Summers
representing ID Tours New Zealand. Pic L Watson.
Diego, making a total of
eight breakfast and evening
presentations to US tour
operators.
Attendees ranged in
numbers from a minimum
of 17 to a maximum of 90.
Total attendance across the
road shows was 384.
Mr Trowell said, “The
Falklands
presentation
focussed mainly on land
based travel but also made
reference to cruise options.
“It followed presentations
from Chilean operators; the
Falklands were suggested
as an add-on to a South
American itinerary and as

a destination in their own
right.
“Around a quarter of
the attendees showed
an interest in the Islands
(based on the number of
business cards received).
“A few individuals had
visited by cruise ship and
were enthusiastic about
their time in the Falklands.
“A number of favourable
comments were received
about the presentation
itself and many people
commented that previously
they had known little,
if anything, about the
Falklands

and ‘wildlife haven’ to
describe this remarkable
destination.”
When
quizzed
on
their
favourite
travel
spots in the Falklands respondents nominated
Pebble, Saunders and
Sea Lion Islands as their
favourite outer islands.
The results followed
a social media initiative
by the Falkland Islands
Tourist Board inviting
its Facebook fans to
share their views and
perceptions
on
the
destination.
Questions which were
posted over a two week
period, received a total of
1,467 votes from around
the globe and generated
22,377 page impressions.

Cruise
IF cruising is your style,
choose to include the
Falkland Islands as part
of your trip.
Cruise ships visiting
the Falklands vary
greatly in size, and
range from wellequipped yachts to
expedition ships and
luxury cruise vessels.
Passenger numbers
onboard can be as few
as 10 or as grand as
3,000.
Whatever the size,
visitors arriving in the
Falklands by sea will be
pleased to find a number
of shore excursions and
tours that fit in with most
ship schedules. Visit
www.falklandislands.
com and the Excursions
page to see the latest
tour offerings. To
guarantee a place, book
through your cruise
director/shore excursion
manager - some shore
excursions are only
available if booked
onboard; however, local
guides are usually on
hand at the Jetty Visitor
Centre if you prefer to
organise your own tour
once on shore.

Conservation

Concerns surface for
southern sealions

Southern Sealions picture by Falklands Conservation
SOUNTHERN sea lions
(Otaria flavescens) are an
icon of Falkland Islands
wildlife. These enigmatic
critters are featured on
Falkland Islands currency,
on
Falklands
stamps
and the cap badge of the
Falkland Islands Defence
Force. Sea lions are part of
the Islands heritage.
In
the
1930’s,
the
Falklands population of
southern sea lions was
thought to be the world’s
largest population. However
the population has declined
by an unprecedented 97%
from an estimated pup
production of 80,000 in 1938
to 2,000 pups in 1995.
To put the sea lion
population decline into
some perspective, it is the
largest population decline
of any seabird or pinniped
species breeding in the
Falklands (by percent).
However,
unlike
their
feathered counterparts the
plight of the Islands’ sea
lions has received very little
attention.
The
most
recent
population census in 2003
indicated that while some of
the c. 65 sea lion colonies
across East and West
Falklands had increased,
colonies at several sites
actually remained stable
or had declined. The
contrasting
population
trends, small population size

and (presumably) limited
immigration from mainland
South America means that
the Falklands population
is
highly
vulnerable.
Currently we lack the most
basic information on sea
lions, such as whether
the population is going up
or down, where sea lions
forage and what do they
eat?
This
information
is
necessary to help identify
any potential impediments
to sea lion population
recovery.
That’s why in 2011 Dr
Alastair Baylis (Falklands
Conservation) and Dr Iain
Staniland (British Antarctic
Survey) initiated the Darwin
Southern Sea Lion Project,
a unique project funding
by the Darwin Initiative
Overseas
Territories
Challenge Fund.
This project involved
the deployment of satellite
tags to follow the at-sea
movements of adult females
during late summer and
autumn and juvenile sea
lions over winter.
Although a ‘snap-shot’,
our initial results redefine
our
understanding
of
sea lion foraging habitat.
Lactating females showed
two modes of foraging with
(i) overnight trips confined
to waters close their colony
and (ii) trips lasting several

days involving distances of
over 100km to shelf break
waters.
Another important finding
was that adult females from
the two colonies foraged in
discrete areas (i.e. colony
specific foraging areas).
This means that any
potential threats to sea lion
colonies will vary depending
on colony location.
Unlike adult females,
juvenile sea lions don’t
have to return to the same
colony at regular intervals
to feed a hungry pup.
Juvenile foraging trips were
longer than adult females
(10 days), and they foraged
further afield (300 km).
Juveniles often visited other
colonies and haul out sites
during their extended trips
away, but always returned
to the site of deployment.
We hope this initial
research will form the basis
of a more comprehensive
and innovative multi-year
project starting in 2012.
The ultimate goal of
the Darwin Southern Sea
Lion Project is to identify
specific areas at-sea that
are important in supporting
the species and develop
a more comprehensive
Species Action plan.
For more information see
internet link on page 31.
Falklands Conservation

Rig watch
required
AN independent observer
of seabirds and marine
mammals should be
present during every
flaring on the oil rig,
stated Falklands Member
of Legislative Assembly
Emma Edwards in July,
responding to a report by
observer Grant Munro.
Mr Munro was engaged by
Rockhopper Exploration
to observe seabirds and
marine mammals near the
Ocean Guardian rig in late
June, and his findings were
considered reassuring
by the MLAs and others
present at a meeting of
the Mineral Resources
Committee.
In the report Mr Munro
said he had observed no
direct negative interaction
between the drilling rig and
seabirds. There was also
no oil pollution incident,
no evidence of
hydrocarbon drop-out from
the flare, no direct flare
attraction or collisions with
the flare and no collision or
bird-strike with the drilling
rig super-structure or
support vessel.

Dean’s award
for Grant
FALKLANDS resident
GRANT Munro was
awarded the Dean’s
Commendation for
outstanding achievement
on a MSc Conservation &
Biodiversity programme.
Grant was awarded Master
of Science in Conservation
and Biodiversity with
Distinction at Exeter
University for his Falklands
based project on the
occurrence of Peale’s
dolphin in Port William and
Commerson’s dolphin at
Port Howard, as well as
individual distinctions for
each of the additional five
modules he sat.
Grant who arrived in the
Islands in 1991 for a
couple of months ‘before
he continued on his
travels,’ is also a former
manager of Falklands
Conservation.
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Philately

Falklands CPA relationship marked
THE CPA was founded in 1911 as the
Empire Parliamentary Association and
its affairs were administered by the
United Kingdom Branch. The original
member Branches were Australia,
Canada, Newfoundland, New Zealand,
South Africa and the United Kingdom.
Evolving with the Commonwealth,
the CPA in 1948 adopted its present
name, changed its rules to enable all
member Branches to participate in
the Association’s management, and
established a separate Secretariat to
manage its affairs.
Today’s resurgence of parliamentary
democracy is evident in the growth
of the CPA. In the last decade,
more than 50 new Parliaments and
Legislatures joined or rejoined the
CPA. Active CPA Branches now exist
in 175 national, state, provincial and
territorial Parliaments, with a total
membership of approximately 17,000
Parliamentarians.
In 1989 the CPA created the
constitutional posts of Patron and
Vice-Patron. H.M. Queen Elizabeth II,
as the Head of the Commonwealth,
consented to become Patron. The
Vice-Patron is normally the Head
of State or Government of the
Branch hosting the coming plenary
conference.
The CPA is an Association of
Commonwealth Parliamentarians who,
irrespective of gender, race, religion
or culture, are united by community
of interest, respect for the rule of law
and individual rights and freedoms,
and by pursuit of the positive ideals
of parliamentary democracy. The
Association’s mission is to promote
the advancement of parliamentary
democracy by enhancing knowledge

Text and images above and below
courtesy of Philatelic Bureau
and understanding of democratic
governance. It seeks to build an
informed parliamentary community
able to deepen the Commonwealth’s
democratic commitment and to further
co-operation among its Parliaments
and Legislatures. This mission is
achieved through a Strategic Plan
which ensures CPA activities continue
to meet the changing needs of today’s
Parliamentarians.
CPA programmes provide the sole
means of regular consultation among
Commonwealth Members, fostering
co-operation and understanding and
promoting the study of and respect
for good parliamentary practice. This
role is endorsed by Commonwealth
Parliaments
and
Heads
of
Government. In 2003, governments
bound themselves to an underlying
set of Commonwealth principles
based on a CPA initiative with legal
professionals to define the proper
relationships between the arms of
government.
The CPA pursues its objectives by
means of:
1.
Annual
Commonwealth

Parliamentary Conferences, Regional
Conferences and other symposiums
2. Interparliamentary visits
3. Parliamentary Seminars and
Workshops
4. Publications, notably The
Parliamentarian,
conference
documentaries and newsletters on
CPA activities and parliamentary and
political events, and
5. Its Parliamentary Information and
Reference Centre for research and
communications.
The Falkland Islands joined the CPA
in 1975. Tim Blake, on behalf of the
Falkland Islands Legislative Council,
attended the CPA conference in India
that year.
The CPA gave members of the
Falklands legislature their first
forum in which to argue the right
of
self-determination
and
the
freedom to choose their own form of
government.
Members of the Legislative Assembly
continue to attend both Regional and
the Annual Plenary Conferences
around the Commonwealth.
The
Falkland Islands Branch will be
hosting the Regional Conference in
February 2013.
Text and CPA logos provided
courtesy of the CPA Secretariat
Technical details:
Artist:Andrew Robinson
Printer:BDT International
Process:Stochastic Lithography
Perforation:14 per 2cms
Stamp size:48.26 x 32.4mm
Souvenir sheet size:94 x 64mm
Release date: 8 August 2011
Production Co-ordination:
Creative Direction (Worldwide) Ltd

Royal wedding commemorated with £2 stamp
A SINGLE stamp with face value of £2
developed from a concept prepared by a
Falkland Islander in a traditional style depicts
portraits of both William and Catherine taken
from official engagement photographs with
Westminster Abbey in the background. The
stamp is produced in sheetlets of 10 and
there is a special first day cover showing
details of Westminster Abbey. Avid royalty
collectors will be interested to know that the
Falkland Islands Government also issued a
Royal Wedding Crown Size coin in Cupro
Nickel and Proof Sterling Silver showing a
finely sculpted portrait of the couple. Technical
details: Design Concept Sonia Felton, Artist
Derek Miller, Printer Cartor Security Printing,
Process Lithography, Perforation 13 per 2cms,
Stamp size 48 x 31.5 mm, Sheet Layout 10,
Release Date: 29th April 2011, Production Coordination Creative Direction (Worldwide) Ltd
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Obituaries

Sir Henry Leach
ADMIRAL of the Fleet Sir Henry Leach,
who died recently aged 87, was First
Sea Lord at the time of the Falklands
War, and a good friend of the Falkland
Islands when it mattered most.
At 6 pm on March 31, 1982, with
clear indications that an Argentine invasion was about to happen, Prime
Minister Margaret Thatcher was holding a crisis meeting at the House of
Commons. Present were the Secretary of State for Defence, the Foreign
Secretary, and their respective Permanent Secretaries, all deeply worried, uncertain, pessimistic. Astonishingly, there was no representation
from the military side at all: no Chief
of Defence Staff (he was in New Zealand and had been told to stay there),
and no Acting Chief of Defence Staff
either. I have to say the Prime Minister’s advisers were strikingly ignorant
of some of the simplest aspects of the
situation, judging by their subsequent
questions. The phrase “headless
chickens” has been used to describe
the scene.
Leach understood very well that
matters were extremely urgent, and
that after an invasion any subsequent
action would be naval business. He
made a bold decision to try to gatecrash this meeting, and after some
delays he was admitted. Margaret
Thatcher described what then happened:
The hour produced the man. Admiral Sir Henry Leach joined us in my
room in the Commons, where colleagues and advisers gloomily combined to tell me why every option was
unthinkably risky. I asked the Admiral:
“If this invasion happens, precisely
what can we do?” I won’t forget his
answer. Quite calmly and confidently
he replied: “I can put together a task
force of destroyers, frigates, landing
craft and support vessels, to be led by
the aircraft carriers Hermes and Invincible. It can be ready in 48 hours. All I
need is your authorisation.” I gave it.
The discussion continued:
Prime Minister: Could we really recapture the islands?
Leach: Yes, we could and in my
judgement (though it is not my business to say it) we should.
Prime Minister: Why do you say
that?
Leach: Because if we do not, or if
we pussyfoot in our actions and do
not achieve complete success, in another few months we shall be living in
a different country whose word counts
for little.
The Prime Minister nodded, and the
momentous decision to recover the
Falkland Islands was made. A large

part of that decision was due to Henry
Leach.
He was born in 1923, the son of
Captain John Leach who was lost
when the Prince of Wales was sunk
by the Japanese in the South China
Sea. Henry was then a midshipman
in Singapore, temporarily attached to
Naval Headquarters as a plotting officer, watching the action as it occurred,
and then desperately questioning the
survivors for news of his father who
had been the last to leave the sinking ship. Henry had a busy time in
WWII, almost always at sea, and took
part in the Battle of North Cape and
the sinking of the Scharnhorst. After
the war he qualified in gunnery, and in
many ways fitted the image of a gunnery officer – forthright, robust, quickthinking, highly professional. He was
also addicted to hard work, and drove
himself mercilessly. He rose quickly
through the ranks to the head of the
Service. The first part of his time as
First Sea Lord was famous for confrontations with navy-hostile politicians hell-bent on emasculating the
Fleet; but after the Falklands War,
with all his arguments vindicated and
accepted, he claimed he managed to
avoid saying “I told you so.”
In 1991 he visited the Falkland Islands for the first time. It gave him an
understanding of the steepness of
the mountains, and the general difficulty of troop movement over bog and
stone-run which he said he had never
properly appreciated before – as many
others have not. His conclusion was
“Thank God I am a sailor.”
In 2010 he declined to lay the Falkland Islands Association wreath on
Battle Day, courteously saying that he
thought someone who had actually
fought in the Falklands War would be
more appropriate.
Henry Leach will be remembered
for having seized his golden moment
in 1982, and we can all be grateful
that we had such a man at a very critical time.
Kit Layman

Frank Mitchell
1923-2011
THE death of Frank Mitchell will be
deeply regretted in many circles
concerned with the Falkland Islands.
Frank (Francis George) Mitchell
was born in Barking, Essex on April
5, 1923. Called up in 1942 he served
in the Army in Europe and was sent
to Palestine until demobilisation at
the end of 1946. Following training
in manufacturing, wholesaling and
insurance he joined the Falkland
Islands Company in 1950 and first
visited the Falklands for some months
in June 1953 where he developed a
high regard for the Islanders and their
way of life but he realised that changes
to the Falklands and the paternalistic
company had to be made.
He
quickly became aware of the existing
anomalies of the local tax system
and the financial arrangements of the
operation of the overseas shipping
operation and was instrumental in
changes which substantially increased
the revenue to the Islands
He became the Company Secretary
in 1955 and then the London Manager.
He and Violet were married in 1967 and
following a take-over of the Company
by Charringtons he was appointed
Managing Director in 1973.
In 1968 the Foreign Secretary,
Michael Stewart, disclosed that
discussions had taken place with
Argentina and that the British
Government
had
reached
a
Memorandum
of
Understanding
with the Argentine Government over
sovereignty of the Islands.
The Colonial Manager, who was also
a Member of the Executive Council,
A G Barton sent Mitchell an appeal
to organise media and parliamentary
support for the Islanders.
Frank Mitchell recruited a number
of interested people including a
Barrister, Bill Hunter Christie and
together they formed the Falkland
Islands Emergency Committee under
the Chairmanship of Sir John Barlow
Bart, an MP who had recently visited
the Falklands with Vice Chairman,
an ex-Governor Sir Miles Clifford.
Other members recruited included
Anne Cameron of Port San Carlos
representing farm owners, Captain
Dick Pennyfather RN who had been
the Gunnery Officer of HMS Exeter
during the 1939-45 war, Peter Millam
just retired from being the Minister at
the Stanley Cathedral, David Ainslie,
whose father had been Chairman
of the Falkland Islands Company
and Martin Dodds, who had been
an energetic young travelling school
teacher in the Islands.
Continued overleaf.
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Obituaries, births, marriages and deaths
(cont.) It was about this time that
the first meeting to salvage the S.S.
Great Britain took place between
Frank Mitchell and Richard GooldAdams, Chairman of the SS Great
Britain Project, at the company’s then
offices at 120 Pall Mall. And later
Frank Mitchell was instrumental in
presenting on behalf of the Falkland
Islands Company the Bill of Sale and
other documents including the list of
stores on board at the time she was
declared a wreck in the Falkland
Islands in 1887. The writer, who was
still serving in the Army, was invited to
join the Falkland Islands Emergency
Committee in 1971, having just
had a book published on Falkland
Islands stamps. Hunter Christie joined
Mitchell as joint honorary Secretaries
of the Emergency Committee in 1972
and the Committee was reconstituted
as the Falkland Islands Committee
in April 1973. The Falkland Islands
Committee set about its work engaging
the Public Relations firm of Sallingbury
who were experienced in this type of
work. As part of their campaign in 1974
the Committee inaugurated a wreath
laying ceremony at the Cenotaph
in Whitehall to commemorate the
Battle of the Falklands in 1914 and
a Falkland Islands Reception in
Lincoln’s Inn for members of both
Houses of Parliament, the media,

Births

and Falkland Islanders in the UK at
which the guest of honour was Earl
Mountbatten of Burma.
Richard
Goold Adams who was present at the
Lincoln’s Inn Reception, asked to be
introduced to Earl Mountbatten, which
was arranged and Earl Mountbatten
went down to Bristol the very next day
to see the SS Great Britain hulk and
this was quickly followed by a visit of
the Royal Princes. Prince Andrew later
became their Patron.
The work of the Falkland Islands
Committee has been described as
one of the most influential lobbies in
modern British politics but Frank had
to keep in the background, as the
company’s financial interests might
seem to influence the lobby. The lobby
worked closely with Lord Shackleton
who had been sent by Prime Minister
Wilson in 1975 to report on the viability
of the Falkland Islands. Anticipating
Lord Shackleton’s recommendations
that the large farms should be broken
down, Frank Mitchell led the way by
selling the Falkland Islands Company’s
large Green Patch farm to the Falkland
Islands Government, which in its turn
divided it into six sections and sold
these on to Falkland Islanders.
He organised the writer’s lifechanging first visit to the Falkland
Islands in 1977 and together with the
late Maurice Waldron his second visit

in January 1982.
Frank Mitchell retired as Managing
Director of the Company in 1980 and
from The Falkland Islands Company
in 1987. He never visited the Falkland
Islands again after 1982.
Frank Mitchell, however, had many
other Falklands interests. For some
years he was a Trustee of Falkland
Islands Conservation. He was a keen
stamp collector and was consulted
by The Crown Agents Stamp Bureau
on subjects for new stamp issues. At
various times he served as a member
of the Falkland Islands Philatelic Study
Group Committee where he was not
only a prolific author but was generous
with his knowledge of the Islands
to other members. He wrote three
monographs and 32 articles for The
Upland Goose magazine in its first 25
years, no fewer than 22 contributions
to The Dictionary of Falklands
Biography, edited by David Tatham
and proofread the Falkland Islands
Journal for many years promoting it
enthusiastically and arranging its sale
in the U.K.
Frank Mitchell died during the last
week of April at the age of 88. His
funeral took place privately on May
3, 2011. He is survived by his wife,
Violet, to whom we extend our deepest
sympathy
Ronnie Spafford

Births marriages and
deaths
Deaths

05/04/2011 Maureen Heather Peck, 74 yrs
15/01/2011 Kelsi Safia to Duane & Cheryl March
05/03/2011 Keith James Bonner, 56 yrs
30/01/2011 Brody Rosel Maria to Pollyanna Maria Lennie
30/04/2011 Antonio Budino Iglesias, 43 yrs
09/02/2011 Niko Kai to Sarah Lam & Luke Clarke
22/05/2011 David James McMillan, 51 yrs
15/02/2011 Thomas Edward to Miranda & Richard McKee
20/02/2011 Erin Jessica to Valorie & Ian McLeod
01/03/2011 Sophie Allison to Nina Aldridge & Stephen McLean
03/03/2011 Damian John to Josephine & Matthew Newton
02/03/2011 Ben Vernon John to Karen Steen & Paul Brickle
28/03/2011 Ali Ray to Lisa Newman & Kevin Marsh
26/03/2011 Connor-Joe Keith John to Roanna Lloyd
04/04/2011 Tory Ethan to Tanya Jaffray & Edward Grimmer
16/04/2011 Ethan Caleb to Vinka Borroye-Meza & Claudio Ampuero-Ross
19/05/2011 Cooper Leonard Kevin to Carmen Miranda & Neil Clifton
17/05/2011 Evie Maria to Karin Sanchez & Paul Kultschar
25/05/2011 Scott Marvin to Felicity Clarke & Ian Smith
26/05/2011 Jessica Mia to Samantha McCormick & Dylan Stephenson
27/06/2011 Charlotte Grace to Nicola & Graeme Robson
25/06/2011 Ty to Jacqueline Lee & Clement
10/07/2011 Rory to Tara & Stephen Wilson
22/07/2011 Lily Solsire to Claudia Quiroga Blanco & Ricardo Leyton
Marriages
15/01/2011
23/01/2011
05/02/2011
26/02/2011
05/03/2011
23/04/2011
21/05/2011
28/05/2011
06/08/2011
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Wayne Ian Summers James Clasen & Donna Monica May, Christchurch Cathedral, Stanley
Keith Anthony Knight & Nuala Elizabeth McKay, Carcass Bay, West Falkland Islands
Dereck Charles Jaffray & AnikaDoreen Clarke, Christchurch Cathedral, Stanley
Roy Shepherd & Sarah Jayne Carey, Malvina House Hotel Ross Road, Stanley
Michael John McKay & Michelle Jane East, Narrows Bar Ross Road East, Stanley
Paul Alan Joshua & Angeline Gloria Clarke, Narrows Bar Ross Road East, Stanley
Carlin Reginald Crowie & Michelle Crowie, Stanley Arms 1 John Biscoe Road, Stanley
John Evans & Colleen Alazia-McLoughlin, Christchurch Cathedral, Stanley
Rochell Anthony Regaldo & Roxanne Crowie, The Tabernacle Barrack Street, Stanley

FIA information
Advertising

The Falkland Islands Association

The present circulation of the Newsletter is 4,500
copies. It is distributed to Members of the Association,
all Members of the House of Commons, the Scottish
Parliament and the Welsh Assembly, members of the
House of Lords, all British Members of the European
Parliament, and to the press, radio and television.
Many copies circulate in the United States, Australia,
New Zealand, Canada and other Commonwealth
and foreign countries. Seven hundred copies are
distributed in the Falkland Islands.

Patron: The Rt. Hon. the Baroness Thatcher, LG, OM,
FRS.

Advertising rates as follows:
Full page..................................................... £250
Half page......................................................£125
Quarter page................................................£65
Eighth page..................................................£35
Short insertions............................................£3 per line
Discounts for four insertions by negotiation. A special
concession is offered to Association members living
in the Falkland Islands, who own small shops and
businesses, to advertise in the Newsletter at half the
above rates.

Membership Application
I/We would like to support the right of the people of
the Falkland Islands to decide their own future for
themselves and to help them develop their Islands in
accordance with their wishes.
I/We wish to join the Falkland Islands Association
(Individual members annual subscription £15,
pensioners and students £5, corporate members
minimum £50, corporate sponsorship £500).
Name..................................................................................
Address...............................................................................
............................................................................................
Connection with Falklands, if any...................................
............................................................................................
Signature.............................................................................
Date................. Telephone .................................................

Please return to : Falkland Islands Association,
Falkland House, 14 Broadway, London SW1H OBH.
Applicants who do not wish to cut this form from
a Newsletter are invited to use a photocopy of it.
Members are requested not to use this form for
membership renewals.
Bankers Order
To........................................................................................
Bank Branch.......................................................................
At........................................................................................
Please pay to National Westminster Bank Plc,
Piccadilly Circus Branch, 19 Shaftsbury Avenue,
London WIV 7RL, Bank Code 56 00 29 for credit to :
THE FALKLAND ISLANDS ASSOCIATION, Account
No. 24223999, the sum of .........pounds on receipt of
this order and thereafter annually on the anniversary
thereof.
Name..................................................................................
Address...............................................................................
............................................................................................
............................................................................................
Account....................Date...................................................
Signature............................................................................

President: The Rt. Hon. The Lord Hurd, CH, CBE.
Vice Presidents: General Sir Peter de la Billiere, KCB,
KBE, DSO, MC, MSC, DL. The Hon. L Buxton, Mrs
Merle Christie, Mr ECJ Clapp MBE, Dr. R Elgood, Sir
Cosmo Haskard, KCMG, MBE, Sir Jack Hayward,
OBE, Sir Rex Hunt, CMG, Mr C E Needham CBE,
Major R N Spafford, Councillor R E Walker.
Chairman: Mr David Tatham CMG
Vice Chairman: Mr Saul Pitaluga
Hon Secretary: Mr Colin Wright
Hon Treasurer: Mr James Wallace
The Falkland Islands Association brings together those
who support the continuing freedom of the people of
the Falkland Islands. Its Constitution states that its
objectives are:
“To assist the people of the Falkland Islands to
decide their own future for themselves without being
subjected to pressure direct or indirect from any
quarter.”
The Association is independent, but maintains close
links with many other Falklands organisations. It is a
major source of information about the Falklands. It
publishes a newsletter, which all members receive,
covering political and social events in the Islands,
wildlife, tourism, philately, and many other subjects.
it welcomes interest in the Falklands and invites all
those who share its aims to become members.

2011 dates for your diary:
October 17-22: The Falkland Islands Exhibition at
Fairfield Hall, Croydon
December 10

Battle Day and the AGM

Internet links
Page 5 & 21 for a copy of the Biodiversity Strategy
Review Workshop go to www.epd.gov.fk/wp-content/
uploads/4.2%20FIBioS%20Workshop%20Report%20
2011.pdf
Page 20 For the Hon Secretary’s blog visit www.
honsecfia.blogspot.com
Page 27 www.falklandsconservation.com for more
information Southern Sealions.
Page 28 www.falklandstamps.com/ for the FI Philatelic
Bureau website (recently updated)
Mrs Tim Simpson MBE
IT is with sadness we report the death of Mrs Tim
Simpson of Stanley, Falkland Islands, a popular
and inspiring art teacher, who received an MBE for
services to education in the Falkland Islands.
Mrs Simpson died after a long illness on August 1,
2011.
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East Falklands focus
Volunteer Point
F

or many who make the
penguin
pilgrimage
to
Volunteer Point, one of the
most popular tourist destinations
in the Falklands, the 4x4 trip there
and back is as much a highlight
as strolling among the penguins.
Both are experiences unlikely to
be repeated.
The Kings pose in the majestic
fashion that no doubt earned them
their name, while the Magellanics
go through their comedy routine of
twisting their heads 360 degrees
to observe their observers from
every angle.
The Gentoos are the middleclass residents, and group together
giving the impression they feel
somewhat inferior to the Kings,
but a step up from the Magellanics
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who can’t even be bothered to
build a nest and merely burrow a
hole in the ground.
The site is a cornucopia of
bird activity with waterfowl and
endemic species mingling with
the approximate 750 adult
Kings and 550 chicks (Falklands
Conservation count 2006/07)
while the 2km pristine white sand
beach is in itself a breathtaking
experience.
During the summer a warden is

in residence with camping available
on site or occasional homestay
may be available at the discretion
of the warden.
Pictures by Sharon Jaffray.
Penguins march on the pristine
beach; photographers sit and
let the Kings approach them;
Kings and visitors mingle; 4x4
convoy makes its way back
to Johnson’s Harbour; Sea
Cabbage grows on the sand
banks.

